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REPORT FOR 1845. 



Gentlemen, — 

. . . The extraordinary facts exhibited in my last Report, 
respecting the manner of apportioning school-money among the 
districts, have turned public attention to that important sub- 
ject.* Those facts have already induced some towns to make 
very material modifications in the manner of distributing their 
money ; and they promise to do the same thing in many more. 
The great doctrine which it is desirable to maintain, and to 
carry out, in reference to this subject, is, equality of school-friv* 
Uegea/or all the children of the town, whether they belong to a 
poor district or a rich one, a small district or a large one, 

A general interest has been awakened in some towns upon 
which a deep sleep had fallen before. During no year, since 
my original appointment, have my advice and assistance been 
80 frequently requested respecting the best methods of arran- 
ging and improving our school-system. 

Nor is the movement confined to our own Commonwealth. 
Several States in the south and west seem to be awaking from 
their lethargy, and inquiring into the detail of means necessary 
to be adopted for the general education of their people. Within 
the space of a single month, during the last autumn, I received 
inquiries from a dozen distinguished men, belonging to a single 
State, respecting the organic structure of our system, its general 

* The details of ihl« uneqaal dlBtribaUonliATe not been republished, as they are 
not of present interest. 
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2 ANNUAL REPORTS ON EDUCATION. 

administration, and its internal arrangements and management. 
In the mean time, the great State of New York, by means of 
her county superintendents, her State Normal School, and oth- 
erwise, is carrying forward the work of popular education 
more rapidly than any other State in the Union, or any country 
in the woild. Within the last year, the State of Rhode Island 
has entirely renovated her school-system. Under the auspices 
of that distinguished and able friend of common schools, 
Henry Barnard, Esq., she is preparing to take her place among 
the foremost of the States. Within the last few weeks also, the 
State of Vermont has re-organized her school-system, by passing 
a law which provides for the appointment of town, county^ and 
State superintendents, prescribing the course of duty of each 
class of officers in regard to the examination of teachers, the visi- 

i 

tation of schools, and the general administration of the system. \ 

These indubitable evidences of progress are not only a re- 
ward for past exertions, but an incentive to future efforts. But 
let not complacency in successes already obtained tempt to the 
relaxation of a single fibre in our endeavors for future advance- ( 

ment. What has been gained must be converted into means 
for further acquisition. The faithful steward, being intrusted 
with five talents, therewith gets other five talents. 

Our common schools are a system of unsurpassable grandeur 
and efficiency. Their influences reach, with more or less direct- j- 

uess and intensity, all the children belonging to the State, — » 

children who are soon to be the State. They act upon these 
children at the most impressible period of their existence, — 
imparting qualities of mind and heart which will be magnified 
by diffusion , and deepened by time, until they will be evolved i 

into national character, — into weal or woe, into renown or ig- 
nominy, — and, at last, will stamp their ineffaceable seal upon 
our history. The natural philosopher looks at the silky envel- 
opment which an insect has woven for itself; he marks its 
structure ; he recognizes the laws of life which are silently at 
work within it ; and he knows that, in a few days or weeks, I 

that covering will burst, and from it will be evolved a thing ) 
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of beauty and vivacity, lovely in the eyes of all, or an agent 
of destruction, fit to be a minister in executing God's vengeance 
against an offending people. With a profounder insight into 
the laws of development and growth, and with an eye that 
embraces an ampler field of time in its vision, the philosopher 
of humanity looks at the institutions which are moulding the 
youthful capacities of a nation ; he calculates their energy and 
direction ; and he is then able to foresee and to foretell, that, if 
its course be not changed, the coming generation will be blessed 
with the rewards of parental forecast, or afflicted with the retri- 
butions of parental neglect. Happy arc they, who, knowing 
on what conditions God has made the welfare of nations to 
depend, observe and perform them with fidelity. 

Improvement in schoolhouse architecture — incUiding in the 
phrase all comfortable and ample accommodations for the 
schools — is only an improvement in the perishing body in 
which they dwell. A more perfect organization of the schools 
themselves, by a wisely-graduated classification of schools and 
scholars, and by the assignment of such territorial limits as will 
best combine individual convenience with associated strength, 
is only an endowment of that perishing body with a superior 
mechanism of organs and limbs. The more bounteous pecu- 
niary liberality with which our schools, from year to year, are 
maintained, is only an addition to the nutriment by which the 
Bame body is fed, giving enlargement and energy to its capa- 
bilities, whether of good or of evil, and empowering it to move 
onward more swiftly in its course, whether that course is lead- 
ing to prosperity or to ruin. 

The great, the all-important, the only important question 
Btill remains : By what spirit are our schools animated ? Do 
they cultivate the higher faculties in the nature of childhood, — 
its conscience, its benevolence, a reverence for whatever is true 
and sacred? or are they only developing, upon a grander scale, 
the lower instincts and selfish tendencies of the race, — the 
desires which prompt men to seek, and the powers which enable 
them to secure, sensual ends, — wealth, luxury, preferment, «« 
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irrespective of the well-being of others ? Knowing, as we do, 
that the foundations of national greatness can be laid only in 
the industry, the integrity, and the spiritual elevation of the 
people, are we equally sure that our schools are forming the 
character of the rising generation upon the everlasting princi- 
ples of duty and humanity? or, on the other hand, are they 
only stimulating the powers which lead to a base pride of in- 
tellect, which prompt to the ostentation instead of the reality 
of virtue, and which give augury that life is to be spent only 
in selfish competitions between those who should be brethren ? 
Above all others, must the children of a republic be fitted for 
society as well as for themselves. As each citizen is to par- 
ticipate in the power of governing others, it is an essential pre- 
liminary that he should be imbued with a feeling for the wants, 
and a sense of the rights, of those whom he is to govern ; be- 
cause the power of governing others, if guided by no higher 
motive than our own gratification, is the distinctive attribute of 
oppression ; an attribute whose nature and whoso wickedness 
are the same, whether exercised by one who calls himself a 
republican, or by one bom an irresponsible despot. In a gov- 
eniment like ours, each individual must think of the welfare 
of the State, as well as of the welfare of his own family, wd, 
therefore, of the children of others as well as his own. It 
becomes, then, a momentous question, whether the children in 
our schools are educated in reference to themselves and their 
private interests only, or with a regard to the great social duties 
and prerogatives that await them in after-life. Are they so 
educated, that, when they grow up, they will make better phi- 
lanthropists and Christians, or only grander savages? For, 
however loflily the intellect of man may have been gifled, 
however skil^lly it may have been trained, if it be not guided 
by a sense of justice, a love of mankind, and a devotion to 
duty, its possessor is only a more splendid, as he is a more 
dangerouif, barbarian. 

We have had admirable essays and lectures on the subject 
of morality in our schools. In perusing the reports of school' 
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cummittees from year to year, nothing has given me so much 
pleasure as the prominence which they have assigned to the 
subject of moral education, and the sincerity, the earnestness, 
and the persistence with which they have vindicated its claims 
to be regarded as an indispensable part of all common-school 
instruction. Considered as general speculation, notliing could 
be better ; and yet no one will deny that the want of a corre- 
sponding action on this subject still beclouds the prospects of 
the schools, and ofltimes causes us to tremble for the fate of 
those who are passing through them. Practically, the duty 
of cultivating the moral nature of childhood has been neglected, 
and is still neglected. Profound ethical treatises are written 
for the guidance of men, after the habits and passions of ninety- 
nine in every hundred of those men have become too deep- 
rooted and inveterate to be removed by secondary causes. 
Volumes are published on the nicest questions of casuistry, ^* 
questions which probably will never arise in the experience of 
more than one in a thousand of the community, — while specific 
directions and practical aids in regard to the training of chil- 
dren in those every-day domestic and social duties on which 
their own welfare and the happiness of society depend are 
comparatively unknown. How shall this great desideratum be 
supplied? How shall the rising generation be brought under 
purer moral influences, by way of guaranty and suretyship, 
that, when they become men, they will surpass their predeces- 
sors, both in the soundness of their speculations and in the 
rectitude of their practice? Were children born with perfect 
natures, we might expect that they would gradually purify 
themselves from the vices and corruptions which are now al- 
most enforced upon them by the examples of the world. But 
the same nature by which the parents sunk into error and sin 
pre-adapts the children to follow in the course of ancestral de- 
generacy. Still, are there not moral means for the renovation 
of mankind which have never yet been applied? Arc there 
not resources whose vastness and richness have not yet been 
explored? Of all neglected and forgotten duties, in all ages of 
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tho world, the spiritual culture of children has beeu most neg^^ 
lected and forgotten. In all things else, art and science have 
triumphed. In all things else, principles have been investi- 
gated, and instruments devised and constructed, to apply those 
principles in practice. The tree has been taken in the germ, 
and its growth fashioned to the wants or the tastes of man. 
By the skill of the cultivator, the wild grain and the wild fruit 
have been taken in their seed, and have had their dwarfishness 
expanded into luxuriance, and their bitter and sometimes poi- 
sonous qualities ameliorated into richness of flavor and nutri- 
tion. The wild animal, and even the beast of prey, if domesti- 
cated when young, and from the lair, have been tamed and 
trained to the service of man, — the wild horse and the buffalo 
changed into the most valuable of domestic animals, and the 
prowling wolf into the faithful dog. But man has not yet ap- 
plied his highest wisdom and care to the young of his own 
species. They have been comparatively neglected until their 
peissions had taken deep root, and their ductile feelings had 
hardened into the iron inflexibility of habit; and then how 
of\en have the mightiest agencies of human power and terror 
been expended upon them in vain I Governments do not see the 
future criminal or pauper in the neglected child, and therefore 
they sit calmly by, until roused from their stupor by the cry of 
hunger or the spectacle of crime. Then they erect the alms- 
house, the prison, and the gibbet, to arrest or mitigate the 
evils which timely caution might have prevented. The courts 
and the ministers of justice sit by until the petty delinquencies 
of youth glare out in the enormities of adult crime ; and then 
they doom to the prison or the gallows those enemies to society, 
who, under wise and well-applied influences, might have been 
supports aud ornaments of the social fabric. For sixteen cen- 
turies, the anointed ministers of the gospel of Christ were gen- 
erally regardless of the condition of youth. And the same 
remark holds true in regard to the last two centuries, with the 
exception of three or four only of all the Christian nations ; aud 
by far the greater part, even of these, must be excepted from the 
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exception. The messengers of Him who took little children in 
his arms and blessed them have suffered juvenile waywardness 
or perversity to mature into adult incorrigibleness and impeni- 
tency ; and then they have invoked the aid of Heaven to subdue 
that ferociousness of the passions which even a worldly foresight 
would have checked. How often has Heaven turned a deaf ear 
to their prayers, as if to rebuke the neglect and the blindness 
which had given occasion for them ! Who will deny, that, if 
one tithe of the talent and culture which have been expended 
in legislative halls, in defining offences, and in devising and de- 
nouncing punishments for them ; or of the study and knowledge 
which have been spent in judicial courts, in trying and in sen- 
tencing criminals ; or of the eloquence and the piety which 
have preached repentance and the remission of sins to adult 
men and women, — had been consecrated to the instruction and 
training of the young, the civilization of mankind would have 
been adorned by virtues and charities and Christian graces to 
which it is now a stran^jer ? 

What an appalling fact it is to every contemplative mind, 
that even wars and famines and pestilences — terrible cnUirai- 
ties as they are acknowledged to be — have been welcomed as 
blessings and mercies, because they swept away, by thousands 
and tens of thousands, the pests which ignorance and guilt had 
accumulated ! But the efficiency or sufficiency of these com- 
prehensive remedies is daily diminishing. A large class of men 
seem to have lost that moral sense by which the liberty and 
life of innocent men are regarded as of more value than the 
liberty and life of criminals. There is not a government in 
Christendom which is not growing weaker every day, so far as 
its strength lies in an appeal to physical force. The criminal 
code of most nations is daily shorn of some of its terrors. 
Where, as with us, the concurrence of so many minds is a pre- 
requisite, the conviction of the guilty is often a matter of diffi- 
culty ; and every guilty man who escapes is a missionary, 
going through society, and preaching the immunity of guilt 
wherever he goes. War will never again be waged to dis* 
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burden the crowded prisons, or to relieve the weary executioner. 
The arts of civilization have so multiplied the harvests of the 
earth, that a general famine will not again lend its aid to free 
the community of its surplus members. Society at largo has 
emerged from that barbarian and semi-barbarian state where 
pestilence formerly had its birth, and committed its ravages. 
These great outlets and sluice-ways, which, in former times, 
relieved nations of the dregs and refuse of their population, 
being now closed, whatever want or crime we engender, or 
suffer to exist, we must live with. If improvidence begets 
hunger, that hunger will break into our gamers. If animal 
instincts arc suffered to grow into licentious passions, those 
passions will find their way to our most secret chambers. We 
have no armed guard which can save our warehouses, our 
market-places, and our depositories of silver and gold, from 
spoliation by the hands of a mob. When the perjured witness 
or the forsworn juryman invades the temple of justice, the evil 
becomes too subtle for the police to seize. It is beyond legis- 
lative or judicial or executive power to redeem the sanctu- 
aries of religion from hypocrisy and uncharitableness. In a 
word, the freedom of our institutions gives full play to all the 
passions of the human heart. The objects which excite and 
inflame those passions abound ; and, as a fact, nearly or quite 
universal, there is intelligence sufficient to point out some sure 
way, lawful or unlawful, by which those passions can be grati- 
fied. Whatever children, then, we suffer to grow up amongst 
us, we must live with as men ; and our children must be their 
contemporaries. They are to be our copartners in the relations 
of life, our equals at the polls, our rulers in legislative halls ; 
the awarders of justice in our courts. However intolerable at 
home, they cannot be banished to any foreign land ; however 
worthless, they will not be sent to die in camps, or to be slain 
in battle ; however flagitious, but few of them will be seques- 
tered from society by imprisonment, or doomed to expiate 
their offences with their lives. 

In the history of the world, that period which opened with 
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tbe war of the American Revolutioa, nnd with ihe adoptiau of 
the CoQsrituiioD of die Uailcd Slates, forms a uew era. Those 
events, it is true, did not change humaa nature ; but they 
placed that Datiirc in circumstances so difforent from any it had 
ever before occupied, that we must expect a now scries of de- 
velopments in human character and conduct. Tlieorclically, 
and, lo a great extent, practically, the nation passed at once, 
from being governed by others, to self-government. Hereditary 
misrule was abolished ; but power and opportunity for personal 
misrule were given in its stead. In the hour of exultation at 
the achievement of liberty, it was not considered that the evils 
of license may bo more formidable timn the evils of oppressioD, 
because a man may sink himself to a profuunder depth of 
degradation tliaa it is in tbe power of any other mortal to siok 
him, and because the slave of the vilest tyrant is lees debased 
than the thrall of his own passions. Restraints of physical 
force were cast off; but no adequate measures were taken to 
supply their place with the restraints of moral force. In the 
absence of the latter, the former, degrading as they are, are 
still desirable, — as a sirail-jacket for the maniac is better than 
the liberty by which he would inflict wounds or death upon 
himself. The question now arises, — and it is a question on 
whose decision the worth or worthlessnoss of our free institu- 
tions is suspended, — whether some more powerful agency can- 
not be put in roquisilloo to impart a higher moral tone lo the 
public mind ; to enthrone the great ideas of justice, truth, be- 
nevolence, and reverence, in the breasts of the people, aud give 
them a more authoritative sway over conduct thau they have 
ever yet possessed. Of course, so great an ohJL'Ct cau be 
reached only by gradual approaches. Ituvolutions which 
change only the surface of society con be effected in a day ; 
but revolutions workiug down among the primordial clemcuts 
of human charueler, tiikiug away ascendency from faculties 
which have long had control over the conduct of men, and 
transferring it to faculties which have long been in subjection, 
— such rovolutioQB cannot be accomplished by one convulsive 
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eifort, though every fibre in the nation should be strained to the 
endeavor. Time is an essential element in their consumma- 
tion ; nor can they be effected without an extensive apparatus 
of means, efficiently worked. Yet such revolutions have taken 
place, — as when nations emerged from the barbarian into the 
classic and chivalrous or romantic ages, or when they passed 
from these into the commercial and philosophic periods. By 
a brief retrospect of the condition of the more civilized nations 
of ancient and of modern times, it can be easily shown that 
such a change has already taken place on the subject of educa- 
tion itself. It is the mission of our a<re to carry this cause one 
Step farther onward in its progress of development. 

Among the ancients, physical education was deemed of 
paramount importance. A preparation of the masses for war 
was the grand, the almost exclusive, object of national concern. 
War being carried on, and battles decided, mainly by muscular 
strength and agility ; by the distance and accuracy with which 
the javelin could be hurled, or the vigor and dexterity with 
which the falchion could be wielded, — the desire of physical 
celerity and force predominated among men. It was not the 
cultivation of the great heart of the nation, it was not even 
the development of the intellect of the masses, but it was the 
invigoration of the frame, the growth and the strengthening of 
the limbs, that constituted the object of national policy and am- 
bition. Bodily hardihood, the power of physical endurance, 
the ability to make long marches unfatigued, and to fight hand- 
to-hand, for the longest period, unterrified, were the qualities 
which won the spoils and the plaudits of victory, and kindled 
to enthusiasm the aspiration? of the emulous youth. Who can 
fail to see that the tendency of all this was, not only to weaken 
the intellectual nature, and to narrow its range of action, but to 
degrade and demoralize the spiritual affections ? The man was 
sacrificed to the animal ; his soul was deemed of less value 
than his sinews. As the nobler qualities of his nature sunk to 
the level of brute force, it happened, naturally, that the horse 
became as valuable as his rider ; and the elephant that went 
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out to battle was of more coasequeDca than the doien warriors 
whom lie bore ia the lower upon his back. During the middle 
ages, and until the introduction of fire-arms, — which, to a very 
great exleot, neutralized the inequalities of physical strength, — 
the great barbarian idea, that the body of man ia the only part 
of him worth cultivfttiog, retained unqueslioued ascendency in 
regard to the masses of the people. The soul was not coo- 
sciously excluded from culture; for it was not sutScientiy 
thought of, as the object of culture, to raise the question. Even 
down to the present century, the rulers and aristocracy of Eng- 
land have always encouraged athletic sports among the people 
— wrestling, running, leaping, boxing — as a part of the na- 
tional policy, because, as it was said, these exercises tended 
to invigorate the breed, and thus lo make better soldiers and 
sailors ; the very language which was used betraying the sen- 
timent, that it was the animal, and not the spiritual, part of man 
which was the object of national coaccru. Nor even in our 
own times, nor in our own country, have philosophy and Chris- 
tianity dispelled this fatal idea, — an idea which is proper to 
the savage and the heathen only, and which we have inherited 
from lliem. In all the nations of Europe, the regulations of 
uiiliinry schools in regard to training the body for vigor and 
robustness, and the capability of endurance, are eutirely differ- 
ent from those of the classical, medical, legal, or theological 
schools ; and in the military academy of our own governmeut, 
at West Point, the cadets are inured to exposure, and their 
bodies hardened by camp-duty; while in our culleges and 
higher schools there are no regulations which have the health 
of the student for their object. On the coutrary, so far as the 
body is concerned, the latter classes of inslitulious provide for 
all the natural tendencies to ease aud inactivity as carefully as 
though paleness and languor, muscular enervation and debility, 
were held to be constituents in national beauty. 

The introductiou of the Baconian philosophy wrought a great 
revolution in the education of mankind. Since that epoch, the 
cultivation of the intellect has received more general attention 
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than ever before ; and, just in proportion as the intellect has 
been developed, it has seen more clearly and appreciated 
more fally the advantages of its own development. In Prussia 
and a few of the smaller States of Continental Europe, the 
action of the intellect, for reasons too obvious to be mentioned, 
has taken more of a speculative turn. In Great Britain, it has 
been turned more towards practical or utilitarian objects ; and, 
in the United States, it has been preeminently so turned. The 
immense natural resources of our country would have stimu- 
lated to activity a less enterprising and a less energetic race 
than the Anglo-Saxon. But such glittering prizes, placed 
within reach of such fervid natures and such capacious desires, 
turned every man into a competitor and an aspirant. The exu- 
berance that overspread the almost interminable valleys of the 
West drew forth hosts of colonists to gather their varied har- 
vests. The tide of emigration rolled on, and it still continues 
to roll, with a volume and a celerity never before knowu in 
any part of the world, or in any period of history. Unlike all 
other nations, we have had no fixed, but a rapidly-advancing 
frontier. The geographical information of yesterday has be- 
come obsolete to-day. The outposts of civilization have moved 
forward with such gigantic strides, that their marches are 
' reckoned, not by leagues, but by degrees of longitude ; and 
cities containing thirty or fifly thousand souls have sprung up 
before the relics of the primeval forests had decayed on the 
soil they had so lately shaded. In the space of half a century, 
vast wildernesses have been organized into Territories, and 
these Territories erected into States, to take their place in the 
great family of the coufederacy, and to be heard by their rep- 
resentatives in the council-halls of the nation. But scarcely 
had the immigrant and the adventurer surveyed the richness 
of vegetation which covered the surface of the earth, before 
they discovered an equal vastness of mineral wealth beneath 
it, — wealth which had been laid up, of old, in subterranean 
chambers, no man yet knows how capacious. Thus every 
man, however poor his parentage, became the heir-apparent 
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of a rich inheritance. And while millions were thus appropri- 
ating fortunes to themselves out of the great treasure-house of 
the West, other millions on the Atlantic seaboard, with equal 
enterprise and equal avidity, were amassing the means of rc- 
fiuement and luxury. Id one section, where Nature had adapted 
the soil to the production of new and valuable staples, the 
planter seized the opportunity, —literally a golden one, —and 
soon filled the markets of the world with some of the cheapest 
and the most indispensable necessaries of life. In another aeo- 
tion, foreign commerce invited attention; and the hardy aod 
fearless inhabitants went forth to the uttermost parts of ths 
earth in quest of gain. They drew wealth from the bosom of 
every ocean that spans the globe ; they visited every country, 
and searched out every port on its circumference, where wind 
and water could carry them, and brought home, for sustenance 
or for superfluity, the natural and artificial productions of every 
people and of every zone. Meantime, science and inventioQ 
applied themselves to the mechanic arte. They found that Na- 
ture, in all her recesses, had hidden stores of power, surpassing 
the accumulated strength of the whole human race, though all 
its vigor could be concentrated in a single arm. They found 
that whoever would rightly apply to Nature, by a performance 
of the true scientific and mechanical conditions, for the privi- 
lege of using her agencies, should forthwith be invested with 
a power such as no Babylonian or Egyptian king, with all his 
niyriads of slaves, could ever command. With the aid of a 
little hand-machinery, at the beginning, water and steam have 
been taught to construct machines ; and out of their matchless 
perfection, when guided by a few intelligent minds, have come 
the endless variety, the prodigality and the cheapness, of mod- 
ern manufactures. In the Northern States, too, one nniversal 
habit of personal industry, not confined to the middle-aged and 
the vigorous alone, but enlisting the services of nil, — the old, 
the young, the decrepit, the bed-ridden, each according to his 
Strength, — has never ceased to coin labor into gold ; and from 
the confluence of these numberless streams, though individually 
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small, the great ocean of common comfort and competence ban 
been unfailingly replenished. 

Gathered together from these numerous and prolific sources, 
individual opulence has increased ; and the sum total or valua- 
tion of the nation's capital has doubled and redoubled with a 
rapidity to which the history of every other nation that has 
ever existed must acknowledge itself to be a stranger. This 
easy accumulation of wealth has inflamed the laudable desire 
of competence into a culpable ambition for superfluous riches. 
To convert natural resources into the means of voluptuous 
enjoyments, to turn mineral wealth into metallic currency, to 
invent more productive machinery, to open new channels of 
intercommunication between the States, and to lengthen the 
prodigious inventory of capital invested in commerce, has spurred 
the energies and quickened the talent of a people, every one 
of whom is at liberty to choose his own employment, and to 
change it, when chosen, for any other that promises to be more 
lucrative. 

Nor is this the only side on which hope has been stimulated 
and ambition aroused. Others of the most craving instincts of 
human nature have been called into fervid activity. Political 
ambition, the love of power, — whether it consists in the base 
passion of exercising authority over the will of others, or in 
the more expansive and generous desire of occupying a con- 
spicuous place among our fellows by their cousent, — these mo- 
tives have acted upon a strong natural instinct in the hearts of 
all. The chief magistrate and the legislators of the nation, the 
chief magistrate and the legislators of the States, the numerous 
county, town, parochial, and district officers, are, with but few 
exceptions, elective ; and therefore the possession of all «uch 
offices implies the confidence and the regard, of a majority at 
least, of their respective coustitueucies. 80, too, of a great pro- 
portion of tlie militia offices. In addition to all these, there are 
voluntary, civil, .social, philanthropic, and corporate organiza- 
tions, each presided over, and its affairs administered, by officers 
of its own election. Probably there are, at the present hour, in 
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the United States, as many persous holding offices, bestowed 
upon them by the votes of others, and therefore indicative of 
some degree of respect and estimation, as existed through all 
the centuries of the Roman Republic when its dominion was 
co-extensive with the known world. Doubtless there are more 
such elective offices at this time, among the twenty millions of 
this country, than among the two hundred millions of Europe, 
and far more than in all the world besides. Many of these 
offices are sources of emolument as well as of power, and hence 
they present to competitors the double motive of a desire of 
gain and a love of approbation. If most of these innumerable 
fountains of honor are too small to slake the thirst of aspirants, 
tlioy are sufficient to excite it. They create desires that are 
often unappeasable, — desires that embroil towns, states, and the 
nation itself, in the fiercest contentions of party. 

Now, it is too obvious to need remark, that the main ten- 
dency of institutions and of a state of society like those here 
depicted is to cultivate the intellect and to inflame the pas- 
sions, rather than to teach humility and lowliness to the heart. 
Our civil and social condition holds out splendid rewards for 
the competitions of talent, rather than motives for the practice 
of virtue. It sharpens the perceptive faculties in comparing 
different objects of desire, it exercises the judgment in arran- 
ging means for the production of ends, it gives a grasp of 
thought and a power of combination which nothing else could 
so effectively impart ; but, on the other hand, it tends not 
merely to the neglect of the moral nature, but to an invasion 
of its rights, to a disregard of its laws, and, in cases of conflict, 
to the silencing of its remonstrances and the denial of its sov- 
ereignty. 

And has not experience proved what reason might have pre- 
dicted? Within the last half-century, has not speculation, to 
a fearful extent, taken the place of honest industry ? Has not 
the glare of wealth so dazzled the public eye as often to blind 
it to the fraudulent means by w^hich the wealth iUelf had been 
procured? Have not men been honored for the offices of dig- 
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oity and patronage they have held, rather than for the ever- 
during qualities of probity, fideb'ty, and intelligence, which 
alone are meritorious considerations for places of honor and 
power? In the moral price-current of the nation, has not 
intellect been rising, while virtue has been sinking, in value? 
Though the nation as a nation, and a very great majority of 
the States composing it, have performed all their pecuniary 
obligations, and preserved their reputation unsullied ; yet have 
there not been great communities, acting through legislators 
whom they themselves had chosen, that have been guilty of 
such enormous breaches of plighted faith as would cause the 
expulsion of a robber from his brotherhood of bandits? 

And who will say, even of the most favored portions of our 
country, that their advancement in moral excellence, in probity, 
in purity, and in the practical exemplification of the virtues of 
a Christian life, has kept pace with their progress in outward 
conveniences and embellishments? Can virtue recount as 
many triumphs in the moral world as intellect has won in the 
material? Can our advances towards perfection in the culti- 
vation of private and domestic virtues, and in the feeling of 
brotherhood and kindness towards all tlie members of our 
households, bear comparison with the improvements in our 
dwellings, our furniture, or our equipages ? Have our charities 
for the poor, the debased, the ignorant, been multiplied in 
proportion to our revenues? Have we subdued low vices, low 
indulgences, and selfish feelings? and have we fertilized the 
waste places in the human heart as extensively as we have 
converted the wilderness into plenteous harvest-fields, or en- 
listed the running waters in our service? In fine, have the 
mightier and swifter agencies which we have created or ap- 
plied in the material world any parallel, in new spiritual 
instrumentalities, by which truth can be more rapidly diffused, 
by which the high places of iniquity can be brought low, or its 
crooked ways made straight? 

Must it not be acknowledged, that, morally speaking, we 
stand in arrears to the age in which we live? and must not 
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some new measures be adopted, by which, as philanthropists 
and Christians, we can redeem our forfeited obligations? 

While, then, the legislator continues to denounce his penal- 
ties against such wicked desires as break out iuto actual trans- 
gression, and while the judge continues to punish the small 
portion of offences that can be proved in court, the friends of 
education must do whatever can be done to diminish the 
terrible necessity of the penal law and the judicial condem- 
nation. 

In view of these considerations, I propose to speak, in the 
residue of this Report, of School-inotives^ and of some means 
for avoiding and extirpating SchooUvicei. 

SOHOOL-XOnYES AND SCHOOL-VICES. 

In the order of events, the first thing which demands atten- 
tion is the choice of school-committee-men. We need school- 
committee-men who will scrutinize as diligently the moral 
character of the proposed teacher, and his ability to impart 
moral instruction, as they do his literary attainments and his 
ability to impart knowledge. This official prerequisite in 
every member of our school-committees is not only necessary 
on account of the genenil influence which his character will 
exert upon children, but on account of the particular duties the 
law requires him to perform. How would consistency be out- 
raged, what a brand would be affixed by the general verdict of 
the community upon the character of a town which should 
elect as school-committee-men, to decide upon the literary 
qualifications of the instructors of their children, those who 
could neither read nor write I And yet is it not obvious that 
an immoral man is as little qualified to pronounce upon moral 
character as an illiterate man is to decide upon the sufficiency 
of literary qualifications? 

The general exemption of the teachers of Massachusetts from 
immoral habits is a fact to which the committees cheerfully 
and confidently testify ; and it is one which my acquaintance 



18 ANNUAL REPORTS ON EDUCATION. 

with them enables me to confirm. But freedom from actual 
vice is not sufficient. In the character of one who is to train 
up children, a positive determination towards good, evinced 
by his life as well as by his language, is an essential attribute. 
No talent can atone for want of principle, no brilliancy of 
genius compensate for one stain upon the character. The 
perceptions of a teacher between right and wrong should be as 
unclouded by interest or passion as the lot of humanity will 
allow ; and his conscience should be trained to an affinity for 
truth, and an abhorrence of falsehood, as quick and as sure as 
the elective attractions and repulsions of chemistry. Knowl- 
edge is power, talent is power ; but they are powers which 
may be enlisted on the side of evil as well as of good. Nature 
bestows talent, living among men confers some knowledge, 
and mere instinct is sufficient to make known to the appetites 
and passions their related objects ; and, therefore, unless a moral 
sovereign and lawgiver be enthroned in the breast, whose eye 
can watch and whose arm can defend, these appetites and pas- 
sions will be to all the sanctuaries of liberty, of reputation, of 
life, and of chastity, what wolves are to the sheepfold. If tal- 
ent were sufficient, why are not the greatest men the best men 
also? If knowledge were sufficient, why does it not always 
become the handmaid of virtue? or why does much learning 
ever make men mad ? Not nearer to the day of its destruc- 
tion is a community without knowledge than a community 
which relies upon knowledge alone as sufficient to preserve it. 
According to the present constitution of the human mind, and 
of the world in which we arc placed, knowledge is a necessity 
in the pursuit of happiness ; but morality is a preliminary 
necessity, elder-born and eternal. We can conceive of a state 
of existence where we could be happy without knowledge ; 
but it is not in the power of any human imagination to pic- 
ture to itself a form of life where we could be happy without 
virtue. 

Generally speaking, I believe there is a commendable desire, 
on the part of teac^hers, to impart moral instruction ; but there 
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are obslacles in the way or doing it ; aad, for various causes, 
the ability or the opponuaiiy does not equal ihe exigciiciea of 
the case. Some of tlie^ catisca I procee<l to notice. 

The manner in which school -ex ami nations have heretofore 
been conducted has tcoiled to make the moral progress of the 
children secondary to their literary attainments. 

Perhaps there is something io the nature of the case con- 
ducing to a result so lamentable ; if so, it should be sedu- 
lously rruarded against by a preventive foresight. The scholars 
are ambilioiia to win the approval of the committee ; but in 
what way are they to satisfy the committee that they deserve 
this approval ? Let us glance, for a moment, at the course of 
proceedings us it usually takes place in some of the beat of our 
schools. The committee visit the school soon ni^er its com- 
mcucement, as they are required to do by law. Their object 
is to ascertain the condition of the school, as it stands at the 
time, in regard to the studies pursued. For this purpose, the 
classes are called upon to spell, and the percentage of misspelled 
words is noted ; to read, and the facility and intelligence with 
which they read are attended to; to exhibit their writiog-books, 
and the ueatooss and legibility of their hand-writing are ob- 
served ; to answer questions in geography and grammar ; to 
work sums or draw maps upon the black-board : and their pro- 
ficiency and accuracy in these several studies are noted down, 
at least in Ihe memory, if uot iu a book. Occasionally, during 
the term, a committee-man may call in to watch the progress 
of the school ; but, at its close, a more formal and thorough 
examination is made necessary, both by the law of the land 
and by public expectation. The curnmittee appear ; the classes 
again spell; and the diminution in the percentage of errors, 
as compared with what it was at the opening of the school, is 
recorded. They read, and define words ; and the more living 
and natural expression of the voice, ihe greater ease and ele- 
gance in the elocutiouiiry part of the exercise, together with 
their enlarged understanding of the scope and drift of the piece 
selected, and iheir ability to explain its historical, biographical. 
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or scientific allusions, — all these are susceptible, to some ex- 
tent, of a numerical notation, and can be reported to persons 
not present at the exercise. The classes are called to the 
black-board, and, by a swifl process, the answers to difficult 
arithmetical questions are evolved ; or, on requiring a map of 
a particular country to be drawn, a miniature representation of 
it, with its boundaries, its mountains, its rivers, and its cities, 
starts into being before their eyes. Indeed, if the class be large, 
and has been competently trained, then, by assigning a differ- 
ent part of the globe to each member of it, in ten minutes 
a very respectable atlas of the world will be depicted upon 
the walls of the schoolroom, to the honor of the pupils and 
the delight of all spectators. The committee and the parents 
pai'ticipate in the general joy, and both teachers and scholars 
receive the meed of praise. The teacher wins or confirms an 
enviable reputation ; the district solicits his acceptance of the 
school for another term ; other districts hear of his success, and 
become competitors for his services ; and, as a natural con- 
sequence of the competition, he obtains both increased honor 
and emolument. 

But suppose, at the time when the school began, low, per- 
verse, and ungentlemanly habits and manners prevailed among 
the pupils, which the teacher, by the dignity and impressive- 
ness of his own example, and by the energy and kindness of 
his expostulations, has extirpated, and has substituted decency 
and propriety and manliness for them. Suppose profaneness 
polluted the lips of the children, and he has made them see the 
beauty and the truth of the saying, that a Christian should 
be afraid to swear, and a gentleman should be ashamed to. 
Suppose falsehood overt j or falsehood in some of its thousand 
forms of equivocation, deception, or suppression, had cankered 
the vitals of the school, and threatened to consume all the 
honesty and ingenuousness of the young heart, but the teacher 
has made it a loathing and an abomination, and has inspired 
his school with some adequate conception of the moral beauty 
and the moral necessity of truth. Suppose a love of parents, 
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of brothers and sisters, and a compassion for the poor and the 
unfortunate, have been warmed into being, and nourished into 
strength, in bosoms where they did not exist before. Suppose 
a reciprocation of kind offices among schoolmates has been 
substituted for alienation or hostility, or that some ancient 
and long-descended feud has been harmonized by his pacific 
counsels. Every school of children, as much as every commu- 
nity of men, has a public opinion, which, though an unwritten, 
is a self-executing law among the pupils, and descends from 
one school-generation to another : suppose this public opinion 
of the school has been brought over from the side of insubordi- 
nation to voluntary acquiescence, and from trickery to open 
dealing ; suppose all or any of these blessed results to have 
been effected by the teacher : how are they to be brought for- 
ward for exhibition at the closing examination of the school ? 
No general answers to general questions, no volubility in the 
rehearsal of moral precepts, can display them. They cannot 
be exhibited on the black-board, but they are graven upon the 
heart. They cannot be recorded in the school-register, but 
they are written in the Book of Life. All attempts at display, 
indeed, will refute and corrupt the whole : for there is no more 
offensive vice than the ostentation of virtue ; and the most 
disgusting of all hypocrisies is a humility ambitious of display. 
True virtue is lowly and retiring, and finds its highest grati- 
fications in its inward and silent delights ; but the moment 
that a sentiment of pride, on account of its supposed possession, 
is consciously allowed, or an impulse to boastfulness indulged, 
then virtue falls from its high and pure estate, and can no 
longer be numbered with the angels of light. 

And yet is not such a change, or any thing approximating to 
such a change, in the moral character and conduct of scholars, 
as I have here attempted to describe, worth infinitely more 
than if the teacher, by a miracle of art, could transfer into 
their minds all the knowledge of all the philosophers who have 
ever lived ? 

Now, an unhappy consequence of the prevalent course of 
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things is, that the teacher who withdraws some part of hi:^ 
time and attention from the intellectual training of his pupils, 
and devotes it to their moral culture, may he unable to exhibit 
so great a degree of proficiency in the studies pursued at the 
end of a short term, or even of a single year, as one who for- 
gets the existence of a moral nature in his charge, and devotes 
himself exclusively to their intellectual progress. Whatever 
time the faithful moral teacher spends in cherishing sentiments 
of honor, truth, generosity, and magnanimity, the unfaithful 
one will spend in polishing and perfecting the recitations in 
grammar, geography, or some other study. The former will 
use no motive, however efficacious, if its ultimate tendencies 
are injurious ; the latter will make all motives equally welcome, 
provided they conduce to his immediate end. The object of 
the one teacher is remote, consisting in the welfare of the 
children in af\er-life ; that of the other is immediate, consisting 
in the reputation, and the pecuniary value of the reputation, 
that will redound to himself at the end of his engagement. 
And hence it clearly follows, that if the committee attend only, 
or attend mainly, to the proficiency made by the children in 
their accustomed studies, then a direct and palpable temptation 
is held out to the teacher to attend only, or to attend mainly, 
to this inferior part of his duty ; because, by so doing, he will 
win a higher degree of success and a higher reputation for 
skill, his future services will be in greater demand, and he will 
not only enjoy his fame as fame, but bo able also to coin it 
into money. Here, then, there seems to be a disastrous alli- 
ance of worldly motives ; and they unite to weigh down the 
teacher who^ aspires to lofty and noble views in the discharge 
of his duty. 

Is not a change in this part of our school-system imperatively 
demanded? Is not here a point where positive improvement 
may forthwith begin? Ought it not to become an axiom and 
a proverb, that no amount of mere knowledge in a school shall 
ever be accepted as an equivalent for an uninstructed con- 
science ; but, on the other hand, that the formation of good 
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habits shall be an acceptable apology for infer loritj in attain- 
meots? Let committees, then, look vigilantly ; let them inquire 
anxiously, day by day, into the effect produced by the teacher 
upon the conduct, the manners, the disposition of his pupils ; 
and let censure rather than commendation be awarded to the 
teacher who has carried forward his pupils ever so rapidly in 
mere knowledge, if he has neglected the culture of the affec- 
tions, or purchased proficiency in school-studies by means 
which put the moral nature in jeopardy. How unworthy the 
sacred office of a teacher, if he incites his pupils to effort, only 
by displaying before them a brilliant prospect of worldly honors 
and distinctions, or the power and the pride of wealth, while he 
neglects to cherish the love of man in their bosoms, or to dis- 
play before them daily the evidences of the goodness and the 
wisdom of God ! I care not how promptly the classes may re- 
spond in the schoolroom, if I hear profaneness or obscenity in 
the play-ground. I care not how many text-books they have 
mastered, if they have not mastered the passions of jealousy 
and strife and uncharitableness. It is not indispensable to the 
happiness of children that they should know the length of all 
the great rivers, or the height of all the great mountains, upon 
the globe ; but it is indispensable to their happiness that they 
should love one another, and do as they would be done unto. 
A life spent in obscurity and supported by daily toil may be 
full of blessings ; but no worldly honors however high, or 
wealth however boundless, can atone for one dereliction from 
duty in acquiring them. 

But the great agent in carrying the benign work of reform 
into our schools must be the teacher himself. No fulness in 
the qualifications of others can be the supplement of any mate- 
rial deficiency in iiim. 

Essential requisites in a teacher's character are a love of 
children and a love of his work. He must not be a hireling. 
It is right that he should have a regard for his compensation ; 
but, his compensation being provided for, it should be forgot- 
ten. To exclude the feeling of monotony and irksomeness, he 
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must look upon his work as ever a new one ; for such it really 
is. The school-teacher is not, as it sometimes seems to be sup- 
posed, placed upon a perpetually-revolving wheel, and carried 
through a daily or yearly round of the same labors and duties. 
Such a view of his office is essentially a low and false one. 
What if he does turn over the leaves of the same book from 
day to day, and hear the same lessons recited from year to 
year? What if he is required to explain the same principles, 
and to reiterate the same illustrations, until his path in the 
accustomed exercises of the school-room is as worn and beaten 
as the one by which, morning and night, he travels to and from 
it? Still, in the truest and highest sense, his labor is always a 
new one ; because the subject upon which he operates is con- 
stantly changing. Every day he is developing new faculties, 
or carrying forward the old through new stages of their course. 
Though the books which he uses, and the instructions which 
he imparts, may be the same, yet his real work consists in 
his taking up class afler class, and conducting them onward 
through new portions of their progress. The charge committed 
to his care is weak, ignorant, immature, and constitutionally 
subject to error. He imparts vigor ; he supplies knowledge ; 
he ripens judgment ; he establishes principle ; and he then 
sends them on their way to fulfil the great duties of earth, and 
to be more and more prepared for another life. But, so soon 
as he has fulfilled his duty to one company of the ever onward- 
moving procession of young life, another company steps in to 
occupy the place of the former. Their need of guidance, their 
capacities of improvement, are as great as those which have 
gone before them. They, too, are bound on the same perilous 
journey of life, and for the same goal of an immortal existence. 
He is to guide their steps aright : he is to see, that, before they 
pass from under his hands, they have some adequate concep- 
tion of the great objects at which they are to aim, of the glori- 
ous destiny at which they may arrive ; and that they are 
endued with the energy and the perseverance which will make 
their triumph certain. As soon as this labor is done to one 
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company, he bids them a hasty farewell, that he may tura 
with glad welcome to hail another, more lately arrived upon 
the confines of existence, who ask his guidance as they are 
crossing the narrow isthmus of time, on their way to eternity. 
Such is the teacher's duty, — to welcome each new group, to 
prepare them for the journey of life, and to speed them on their 
way ; and again to welcome, to prepare, and to speed : and, 
I repeat it, it is, and forever must be, a new work, while new 
beings emerge into existence, to receive benefit and blessing 
from him, to be rescued from what is wrong, to be conse- 
crated to what is right. No teacher, therefore, who regards 
his duties in the light of reason and religion, can look upon 
them as repulsive or monotonous or irksome. The angel 
that unlocks the gate of heaven might as well become weary 
of the service, though, with every opening of the door, a new 
spirit is ushered into the mansions of bliss. 

Let the teacher, then, who cannot draw exhaustless energies 
from a contemplation of the nature of his calling ; let the 
teacher whose heart is not exhilarated as he looks round upon 
the groups of children committed to his care ; let the teacher 
who can ever consciously speak of the '' tedium of school- 
keeping," or the " irksome task of instruction," either renovate 
his spirit, or abandon his occupation. The repining teacher 
may be useful in some other sphere : he may be fit to work 
upon the perishable materials of wood or iron or stone ; but he 
is unfit to work upon the imperishable mind. 

The teacher should enter the schoolroom as the friend and 
benefactor of his scholars. He is supposed to possess more 
knowledge than they, by the utmost diligence and stretch of 
faculty, can receive from him ; but yet no fact is more certain, 
or law more universal, than that they will make no valuable 
and abiding acquisition without their own consent and co-oper- 
ation. The teacher can neither transfuse knowledge by any 
process of decanting, nor inject it by any force, into the mind 
of a child ; but the law of the relation subsisting between them 
is, that he must have the child's conscious assent and concur- 
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rence before he can impart it. He cannot impart, unless the 
child consents to receive. What, then, is the state of mind most 
receptive of knowledge, and most co-operative in acquiring it? 
Surely, it is a state of confidence, of trustfulness, of respect, of 
affection. Hence it follows that the first great duty of a teacher 
is to awaken these sentiments in the breasts of his pupils. 
For this end, he can do more the first half-day he enters the 
schoolroom than in any week afterwards. But if a teacher 
presents himself before his pupils with a haughty or a con- 
temptuous air, if he introduces himself by beginning to speak 
of his power and his authority, he will soon create the occasion 
for using them. The pupils themselves are first to bo pre- 
pared, — to be put into an apt condition for the work that is 
to follow. If we take a survey of any department of nature or 
of art, illustrations and analogies will crowd upon the mind in 
confirmation of the universal truth, that, if we would exert an 
influence upon any object, we must first bring it into a con- 
dition receptive of that influence. Does not the farmer break 
up the soil, and open it to the sun, before he commits the seed 
to its bosom in expectation of a harvest? Have not celebrated 
artists owed their fame as much to the careful preparation of 
their materials as to the skill with which they afterwards com- 
bined them? By the softening agencies of fire or steam, the me- 
chanic overcomes the rigidity or inflexiblcness of his materials, 
before he attempts to mould or bend them to his purpose ; 
yet the chemical changes effected by heat, through the inner- 
most particles of the bar of iron which the smith wishes to 
fashion anew upon his anvil, are not deeper or more transmut- 
ing than the spiritual changes wrought upou the inmost emo- 
tions of a child's soul by a demeanor of dignity, and by looks 
and tones of affection, on the part of the teacher. When the 
all-bountiful Giver of the seasons wills to overspread our hem- 
isphere with vegetable beauty and luxuriance, he does not 
scatter abroad his treasures of snow and of hail, nor bind the 
rivers in the death-like embraces of frost ; but he causes the 
sun to draw near, and the genial rain to descend ; he scatters 
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the infinite drops of dew over the earth, and summoua the 
warming winds from the chambcra of tiie south. Whatever is 
to be done, whether in (he works of feature or of Art, the mate- 
rial which is to be wrought upon must Brst be adapted to the 
work. 

All teachers look upon books and apparatus as indispensa- 
ble (o the highest progress of a school ; and hence the sending 
ot' a child lo school with a demand that he should be taught, 
but without the common inslrumenlnliliea for teaching him, 
they justly regard as a Pharaoh-likc requisiliou. Yet how 
much more indispeusable are a desire and a purpo.ie to learn, 
in the broast of a child, than a book in his hand 1 A spelling- 
book, a geography, and so forth, are very desirable ; but a dis- 
position to use them is indispensable. Pareuts atust supply the 
books ; but teachers — with the lielp of the parents where they 
can have il, and, as far as possible, without that help where 
they cannot have it — must supply the dispositiou. Let this 
be done, and we may safely affirm that the laws of Nature are 
not more certain, than that the child will learn ; for it is a law 
of feature that he will.* 

• In the number of " Tbe fiib]lotb«« Sacn " for Febraarr, tSU. pp. llO-l I, m 
flnd the rollowlngobtPrviitloDarViim Die i>pn oftbe Rev. Noati forier, Jr.. of ^pring- 
lleld, Hui. Thpy lire «d imlunble [n Itiem^eJiei, and Ipnd ooilronglj tafortUy Iha 

" Toueannol drives boy 10 Mucly. U-nst of oil can you drive stndrinlohlia. 
The ■lleallonmiutiltielf awnlie indpanl with raE^uesfl for knowledge. TIiealTea- 
IJona mu>t Uy liolJ of It with ■ grasp that nuililiig can uulvcki and the m>ia muit 
appropriate it, taming It Into the ver/mbslanco ot tiie mind. Vou cannot force 
open tbe attention u yon miul Ihelawlbat in locked, nor bind on enthu •latin, nor 
igfUie the rraulti that come, If Ihcy come at all, from the pertonyl uclliii)' of the 
idiolar. The appliance! ofmasters and teil-lmoks and lllnslratlonii and nilcaiind 
rapervliion, and Che most perfect lyileni of sr.idallouK, one and all of them, are in 
Taln.unleaa fou can find or make a geuerouaentliuilaani and a wukefUl aplrlt. StUI 
lees at college irill the (cholar carry fornard Ihc work, however well begun at 
•chool, nnleaa, with bta growing eapacitylo labor and to Icnrn, there grow likewlie 
tlie dealre to labor and ro learn. Stilt leea.aOer be leaves the unlveraity, will there 
be the OTermnsterlng desire to l» (be thorough and llnished man, unieai there be 
an Iron energy and a burning eothutinsm. To aucccta In acquiring, then, there la 
needed a strong and aciive aplrit. Indeed, wlihoni it, atudy becomes a meehaniciil 
proorm, booki overmaiiter the mind thiit phouid nmliT Ihem, the love of Icarulilg 

areas nseless and as unnatural aa a moDBirouilion.oruIieort that palpitates when 
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If securing the good will of scholars is preliminarj to their 
attainmeDt of knowledge, far more important is it to the culti- 
vation of their moral sentiments and to the growth of good 
habits. It is an invariable law of Nature in regard to the 
young mind, that the affections are developed before the judg^ 
ment. How woful and desolate would be the condition of a 
child, if it could never love its mother until it had arrived at 
an age capable of mastering such a process of reasoning as 
should convince it that she was deserving of its love ! Happily, 
this law of instinctive love prevails until an age when the rea- 
soning powers can be developed, and the conscience enlight- 
ened. Then, and not till then, can a child make his affections 
intelligently obedient to his duties. All the circumstances and 
conditions, therefore, which attend the first introduction of a 
teacher to his pupils, should conciliate regard, and predispose 
to a mutual good understanding. 

Is it not too obvious to need exposition, that the principles 
of duty can be superinduced upon a state of affection and sym- 
pathy more easily than upon one of antipathy and distrust ? Is 
it not so self-evident as to make the idea of confirmation ab- 
surd, that a teacher who possesses the love and confidence of 
his pupils will reclaim them from error, or establish them in 
good principles, more readily than if he were obliged to break 
through a rampart of hostile feelings, and carry the citadel of 
the judgment and conscience by assault, aud thus to found his 
ultimate authority upon the right of conquest, instead of hav- 
ing the gates thrown open to him with welcome and gratulatioo, 
aud being received and hailed as a friend and deliverer? Every 
pupil who loves his teacher will feel that love soliciting him to 
obedience, just as certainly as every true disciple fiuds the love 
of Christ " constraining" him to good works. Every teacher 
animated by the spirit which is alone worthy of a teacher will 
enter into possession of his school, " not by constraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;" not as 
being a '* lord " over his pupils, but as being an " ensample " 
to them. 
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The idea that there are two aotagoniat powers [a the school- 
room, each struggling for maatery over the other, — like the 
rival houses of York and Lancaster, contending for the Eng- 
lish throne, — will be as fatal to the prosperity of a school as 
is a civil war to the prosperity of a country. But primary and 
essential is the idea, that there is one sacred, all-pervading law, 
to which teacher and pupil are alike subject, — the law of duty 
and afieciioo. All tiie rules of the schoolroom are but corolla- 
ries or consequences from this paramount law. If the authority 
and power of a teacher are not offensively set forth, they will 
rarely be questioned. If instead of flattering a despicable 
pride by a proclamation of his own supremacy, if instead of 
arrogating sovereignty to his own personal will, all his words 
and actions proceed upon lljo supposition that there is one 
serene aud majestic power to wiiich all are alike bound to ren- 
der allegiance and to pay homage, — a law hy which the judge 
is to be judged, and the ruler ruled, — and, above all, if the 
teacher showa himself to be a living and shining example of the 
doctrine he inculcates, the number of pupils will be few indeed 
who will ever bring the question of authority to a practical 
issue. When have soldiers ever undergone such privation of 
the necessaries of life as when their commander was known to 
stint himself to the same meagre allowance? When have they 
ever performed such forced marches as when they saw their 
leader moving in the run of the column? or made so valorous 
an assault as when they saw his plume waving at the head of 
the charge? Or, Hj draw esa in pies from the highest source, 
does not the apostle say that the goodness of God lendclh us 
to repeniance ? and the Saviour's emblem was that of a true 
shepherd, itho does not drive, but leads forih his flock. How- 
ever it may be with sheep, we know, that, with children as with 
men, the difference is unimaginably great between leading 
aud driving. 

It was intimated above, that, if the proper inflnencea con- 
stantly radiate from the teacher and pervade the schoolroom, 
the cases of insurgency against him will be rare. Such cases. 
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however, may occur; and, when they do occur, they suggest 
their own remedy. If the talent and skill of the teacher are 
not sufficient to arouse the indolence or restrain the wayward- 
ness of the pupil ; if his commanding dignity and benevolence 
cannot change perverseness into docility, or melt down obsti- 
nacy into submission ; in fine, if the teacher's mind cannot 
overmaster the pupil's mind in its then present condition, and 
if the teacher's heart be not of such superior moral power as to 
overcome, and assimilate to itself, the heart of the pupil, — there 
is still one resource left : the teacher's physical power is supe- 
rior to the pupil's physical power (for the teacher has a legal 
right to summon all necessary assistance to his aid) ; and, with 
this superiority, he must begin the work of reform. Order 
must be maintained : this is the primal law. The superiority 
of the heart ; the superiority of the head ; the superiority of 
the arm, — this is the order of the means to secure an observ- 
ance of the law. As soon as possible, however, the teacher 
must ascend from the low superiority of muscular force to the 
higher and spiritual ones ; and he must forever cultivate the 
higher, that they may the sooner supersede the lower. 

I think one cannot have been loner accustomed to visitinnr 
schools, without being able to determine almost at a glance, on 
entering a schoolroom, what the relation is which exists be- 
tween the teacher and his scholars. If as soon as tiie teacher 
turns his back upon the scholars, in order to approach and to 
salute his guests, the whole muscular system of the school 
seems to snap the fetters in which it had been bound, and to 
break out into mischievous activity, but as soon as the teacher 
reverts his face all is again subdued and hushed into deathlike 
stillness ; if, as the teacher moves about among his scholars 
and gives his directions, they exhibit a deference that almost 
runs into timidity, but, as soon as he has passed by, they 
make grimaces behind him, or fillip spit-balls at his back ; if, 
as he turns from time to time towards different parts of the 
room, that portion of the school which is under his eye is con- 
strainedly quiet and submissive, while that portion which he 
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doen not see Btarta out into a huadred disorders, as wild 
beasts ruab forlh when the light or day la withdrawn, — if such 
be the geocral aspect of the school, then an intelligent spectator 
becomes as certain at the end of five minutea as he would be 
at the end of a week that the teacher holds his place only by 
ihe law of force. But, on the other bund, if the scholars seem 
almost unconscious of the teacher's presence ; if tliey are unob- 
servant in what part of the room he stands, or in which direc- 
tion he may be looking ; if he can step out at the door to speak 
to a visitor, or iuio a recitation-room to inspect a class, and re- 
main absent for five or ten minutes without there being any 
buzz or whirring in the schoolroom, — then one may feel the 
delightful assurance that such a school is under the sway of a 
serene and majestic auihoriiy, — the authority of the great 
law of duly and love. I have seen many achoola of each class 
in MassachuHetlH ; and I feel warrauted in saying, that, ia 
point of uumbers, the latter class is rapidly gainiug upon the 
former. 

There is a small class of schools intermediate between the 
two above described, where the teacher, through a false ambi- 
tion of having it said that he can govern by moral suasion, 
or through fear of losing his place, or from some equally un- 
worthy motive, seeks to govern without resort to corporal pun- 
ishment, but still has not the skill tliat can interest children in 
their studies, nor the spiritual ascendency that can control their 
waywardness. But no low motive can ever perforin the office 
of a high one. The laws of Mature will uot be circumvented. 
High influences without can only come from high principles 
within. If a teacher would govern by intellectual and moral 
power, he must possess intellectual and moral power ; and no 
spurious or counterfeit similitudes of them cua borrow or steal 
their efficacy. There is great beauty iu the Romish supersti- 
tion, that tbo moment consecrated water it sold it is desecrated. 
It loses ita quality of holioesa by the unhallowed motive that 
transfers it. The spirit of the sentiment applies to the present 
case. The teacher who would govern by the law of lave must 
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have faith in the law of love. In the absence of this, he will 
be compelled to resort to coaxing or wheedling or hiring chil- 
dren to be good, which is like the sin of laying a false offering 
upon the altar of the Lord. 

Immediately on opening a school, an important question 
arises as to the expediency or inexpediency of promulgating a 
code of laws for its government. It is the practice of some 
teachers to announce orally, during the first day or half-day of 
the school, the rules whose observance they shall require, and 
whose infraction they shall punish. Others prepare written 
statutes, sanctioned by specific penalties, which they post up in 
some conspicuous place in the schoolroom, so as to give a warn- 
ing to transgressors, and to provide themselves with a ready 
answer should the plea of ignorance be urged by any offender. 
Other teachers anticipate the commission of no offence, but wait 
until one occurs before they expound its demerits or prescribe 
its consequences. 

It seems to me that very serious objections lie against the 
promulgation of a code of laws, either oral or written, in ad- 
vance or at the commencement of the school. If this be done, 
the scholars instantly adopt the well-known principle of legal 
construction, that what is not included is excluded ; and hence 
that every thing is permitted which is not prohibited. But as 
he is a bad citizen who has no higher rule of action than the 
law of the land, so is he a bad scholar who has no other 
restraint against wrong-doing than the prohibitions of the 
teacher. No code ever framed by the ingenuity of man, how- 
ever voluminous or detailed it may have been, ever enumerated 
a tithe of the acts which an enlightened couscieuce will con- 
demn ; and no language was ever so exact and perspicuous as 
to be proof against sophistry and tergiversation. The jurisdic- 
tion of the conscience is infinitely more comprehensive than 
that of the statute-book. 1$ it right f and not. Is it written f is 
the question to be propounded in the forum of conscience. 
Each scholar brings a conscience to school. If it has not been 
previously enlightened on any given point of duty, then there 
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ia uo punishable blame !□ the breach of that duty ; if it has 
been previously enlightened, then the tribunal ia already open 
before which the culprit should be arraigned. 

Beaidea, as moat of our schools consist of aoholara differing 
rery much from each other in regard to age and intelligence, 
the rules applicable to one portion of thcra may be very unsuit- 
able to another ; and yet, if relaxed or suspended in one case, 
the idea of their permanency and immutability will be destroyed, 
and with that all their moral efficacy ceases. So there may be 
cases where peculiar circumstances will lake an action out of 
the spirit of a rule, while they leave it within the letter. Sup- 
pose, for instance, in consideraliou of the many mischiefs 
which follow in the train of whimpering and other modea of 
communication between scholars, they are peremptorily and 
altogether forbidden ; and suppose that, the next day, a child 
exhibits symptoma of extreme distress, or of fainting, or is 
exposed to some danger which requires instant warning, shall 
the general rule be observed at the expense of any conse* 
quences? or, if violated, shall it be puniahed? 

Doubtless, too, it has happened, and not very unfreqnently, 
that the idea of the offeuce was originally suggested by the 
prohibition ; and thus the law has led to its own infraction, as, 
with ignorant and superstitious persona, predictions oOen pro- 
cure their own fulfilment.* 

But there is a great variety of dutiea to bo performed iu a 
schoolroom, as well as of offences to be avoided. Would it not 
be more appropriate to go into n detail of these duties, and 
expound their reasons and their rewards, rather than to set 
forth an array of offences with their penalties? And are there 
no methods by which the teacher can commeuil the duties 
beforehand to the good-will of the scholars ; ingratiate them, as 

• The itoTj of tbe CatboUo prirat Biid the hcatler la not InappoBlce. Wlien a 
Itoitlvr had Bnlshed mftking cunn^ulDii ef tila ilna, tbe prieat iuqulred oriiiin if liD 
had aier greaaed the tseUi of hla customera' horwa 10 prevenl them ftom ealing 
their oats. The hoatleraoC only rrplled in Ihv m^guiive. but tald ho had uevet 
heard of >uch a thing. The next time lie Ki'iil la 1l<e confeiiiDDal, tli>' Hml 
ofWnm whlsh he had to aokuawMge waa, that hi' had l>ci:n greaaing (he Ucih uf 
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it were, into the mind of the school, and thus exclude much 
that is had hy a pre-occupancy of the ground with what is 
good ? I would commend a course hy which not only have 
some excellent schools sustained their character for excellence, 
hut hy which some indifferent schools have been made excel- 
lent. It is that of employing the first hour, or perhaps more, 
of the first day of a term, in a familiar and colloquial exposi- 
tion of the objects of the school, and the means which it is 
indispensable to observe for the accomplishment of those ob- 
jects. Certainly all the older children, in all schools above the 
rank of the primary, are capable of understanding something, 
both of the advantages and the pleasures of knowledge ; of the 
connection between present conduct and future respectability ; 
of the different emotions which arise in the mind after the per- 
formance of a good and of an evil action, and of the inherent 
tendencies both of virtuous and of vicious habits to accelerate 
their course towards happiness or misery. Excepting the 
comparatively few cases of implicit faith, a child will not be 
deterred from wrong, unless he sees it to be wrong, any more 
than he will shrink back from a precipice from whose brink 
he is about to step, if ignorant of its existence. If the moral 
precipice were made as visible as the natural can be, might we 
not hope that fewer victims would be precipitated into the 
abyss of ruin ? 

A vast deal of the success of a school depends upon the first 
impression made by the teacher upon it. And by a well-con- 
ducted conversation with the scholars at its commencement, 
and before any prejudices against its requirements have sprung 
up, or any temptations to disobedience have been presented, the 
good-will of many, to say the least, may be propitiated. There 
are some points, indeed, absolutely essential to the prosperity of 
a school, respecting which the teacher is in the hands of the 
scholars, — wholly dependent upon their co-operation, — such 
as the punctuality and regularity of their attendance, and, not 
unfrequently, their being provided with text-books and other 
instruments of learning. And, in regard to other points falling 
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more directly within the teacher's control, his only hope of 
reaching the highest success depends upon securing their assist- 
ance. A few hours, therefore, at the beginning of a school, 
and an occasional one afterwards, as the age and capacities of 
the scholars may require, may be most beneficially spent in a 
familiar exposition of the great purposes for which the school 
has been opened, and of the means and observances by which 
alone its highest prosperity can be secured. A teacher can 
hardly enter a school of children, collected from various fami- 
lies, and subjected to various home-influences, without finding 
some, at least, who have an essentially false view of the object 
for which they have attended. He must throw light forward 
to show them the true nature of that object. Among the topics 
introduced by him, in his first friendly discourse to the youthful 
group collected around him, may be the duty of cultivating 
the spirit of honor, and of kindness to each other ; a desire for 
each other's improvement as well as for their own ; and a de- 
termination generously to assist their companions in improving 
the advantages of the school. Let him deprecate the meanness 
that would try to put off blame upon another for the sake of 
shielding one's self; that would even risk the concealment 
of a fault for which another might be unjustly blamed or sus- 
pected ; that would trinmph in any success which would give 
pain to the innocent ; and let him fill their bosoms with a noble 
scorn of deception and falsehood. Let' him make his company 
of hearers perceive that knowledge should only be trusted to 
those who will use it conscientiously ; and this he can do by 
a graphical description of some immoral great man, who has 
used power and knowledge for selfish and wicked purposes. 
Let him convince them that he intends to bring into the school- 
room none but the highest motives, and that it is alike their 
duty and interest to bring into the schoolroom none but the 
highest motives. Let more or less of these topics be introduced 
again, — particularly on the accession of new members to the 
school, and before time has been allov/cd them for practising or 
inventing any adroit measures of defiance br deception. If new 
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children, when they come into a school, find its tone a high 
one, and its hahits generous and manly, they will, almost 
invariably, be assimilated to the prevalent sentiment. Extraor- 
dinary cases of perversity may, indeed, occur ; but if the new 
pupils see that the denizens of the school make it a matter of 
honor to govern themselves, instead of being governed by a set 
of arbitrary rules ; if they see such confidence existing between 
teacher and pupils, that each is ready to trust the other, and 
that the interests of both sides arc the same, instead of clashing 
like those of enemies, — they will be ashamed to stand out as 
exceptions, as ugly, misshapen creatures, in a company where 
all others are beautiful. 

One of the highest and most valuable objects to which the 
influences of a school can be made conducive consists in train- 
ing our children to self-government. The doctrine of no-gov- 
ernment, even if all forms of violence did not meet the first 
day to celebrate its introduction by a jubilee, would forfeit all 
the power that originates in concert and union. So tremen- 
dous, too, are the evils of anarchy and lawlessness, that a 
government by mere force, however arbitrary and cruel, has 
been held preferable to no-government. But self-government, 
self-control, a voluntary compliance with the laws of reason 
and duty, have been justly considered as the highest point of 
excellence attainable by a human being. No one, however, 
can consciously obey the laws of reason and duty until he 
understands them : hence the preliminary necessity of their 
being clearly explained, of their being made to stand out, broad, 
lofty, and as conspicuous as a mountain against a clear sky. 
There may be blind obedience without a knowledge of the 
law, but only of the will of the lawgiver ; but the first step 
towards rational obedience is a knowledge of the rule to be 
obeyed, and of the reasons on which it is founded. 

The above doctrine acquires extraordinary force in view of 
our political institutions, founded, as they are, upon the great 
idea of the capacity of man for self-government, — an idea so 
long denounced by the State as treasonable, and by the Church 
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as heretical. In order that men may be prepared for self-gov- 
ernment, their apprenticeship must commence in childhood. 
The great moral attribute of self-government cannot be born 
and matured in a day ; and, if school-children are not trained 
to it, we only prepare ourselves for disappointment if we 
expect it from grown men. Everybody acknowledges the 
justness of the declaration, that a foreign people, born and 
bred and dwarfed under the despotisms of the Old World, can- 
not be transformed into the full stature of American citizens 
merely by a voyage across the Atlantic, or by subscribing the 
oath of naturalization. If they retain the servility in which 
they have been trained, some self-appointed lord or priest on 
this side of the water will succeed to the authority of the 
master whom they have left behind them. If, on the other 
hand, they identify liberty with an absence from restraint and 
an immunity from punishment, then they are liable to become 
intoxicated and delirious with the highly-stimulating properties 
of the air of freedom ; and thus, in either case, they remain 
unfitted, until they have become morally acclimated to our 
institutions, to exercise the rights of a freeman. But can it 
make any substantial difference whether a man is suddenly 
translated into all the independence and prerogatives of an 
American citizen, from the bondage of an Irish lord or an 
English manufacturer, or from the equally rigorous bondage 
of a parent, guardian, or school-teacher? He who has been a 
serf until the day before he is twenty-one years of age catiuot 
be an independent citizen the day after ; and it makes no differ- 
ence whether he has been a serf in Austria or in America. As 
the fitting apprenticeship for despotism consists in being trained 
to despotism, so the fitting apprenticeship for self-government 
consists in being trained to self-government ; and the law of 
force and authority is as appropriate a preparation for the sub- 
jects of an arbitrary power as liberty and self-imposed law are 
for developing and maturing those sentiments of self-respect, 
of honor, and of dignity, which belong to a truly republican 
citizen. Were we hereafter to govern irresponsibly, then our 
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being forced to yield implicit obedience to an irresponsible 
governor would prepare us to play the tyrant in our turn ; but 
if we are to govern by virtue of a law which embraces all, 
which overlays all, which includes the governor as well as the 
governed, then lessons of obedience should be inculcated upon 
childhood in reference to thai sacred law. If there are no two 
things wider asunder than freedom and slavery, then must the 
course of training which fits children for these two opposite 
conditions of life be as diverse as the points to which they 
lead. Now, for the high purpose of training an American 
child to become an American citizen, — a constituent part of a 
self-governing people, — is it not obvious that, in all cases, the 
law by which he is to be bound should be made intelligible to 
him ? and, as soon as his capacity will permit, that the reasons 
on which it is founded should be made as intelligible as the 
law itself? 

This view of the subject does not trench one hairVbreadth 
upon the great doctrine of order and subordination. It only 
contests the claim to arbitrary power on the one side, and its 
correlative, blind submission, on the other : it discards these 
as substitutes for moral power and voluntary obedience, and 
there it stops. The great question is, to whom or to what 
the obedience or subordination is due. It is primarily due to 
the law, — to the law written upon the heart, — to the law of 
God. The teacher is the representative and the interpreter of 
that law. He is clothed with power to punish its violations ; 
but this comprehends only the smallest part of his duty. As 
far as possible, he is to prevent violations of it by rectifying 
that state of mind out of which violations come. Nor is it 
enough that the law be obeyed. As far as possible, he is to 
see that it is obeyed from right motives. As a moral act, blind 
obedience is without value. As a moral act, also, obedience 
through fear is without value ; and not only so, but, as soon 
as the fear is removed, the restrained impulses will break out, 
and demand the arrears of indulgence as a long-delayed debt. 
To prevent misunderstanding, however, I wish to define the 
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term " fear," as here used. It is here used to signify a dread of 
bodily pain or injury, or of personal loss. In reference to the 
Divine Being, the term is used in a widely different sense. 
That fear of the Lord which "is the beginning of wisdom" 
includes the emotion of awe and reverence. It is not a servile, 
but a filial fear. It is a sentiment which an enlightened con- 
science can never experience towards an unworthy object ; and 
which, therefore, an unworthy object can never inspire. But 
the mere dread of personal harm, as the consequence of wrong- 
doing, is not curative : it is not restorative. It may warn, it 
may arrest, it may check, the outward commission of wrong ; 
and its use for these purposes, to any extent which circum- 
stances may require, is legitimate. But, with the prevention 
of wrong, its functions end. Though it may make an offender 
cease to do ill, it can never, by its own efficacy, nuike him 
love to do well ; as poison may arrest a disease, though it 
cannot restore a patient to health. By suppressing outbreaks, 
by restraining waywardness, fear may prepare the way for the 
introduction of higher motives of action ; but, if the aid of these 
higher motives be not then invoked, the ground of justification 
for using the fear is taken away, A reform in character may 
be begun by fear ; but, if it ends in fear, it will prove to be no 
reform. When the spendthrift finds he is approaching the last 
dollar of his patrimony, and gaunt hunger and want begin to 
stare him in the face, he is admonished to desist ; and, under 
the terror of these impending evils, he arrests his course of riot 
and dissipation. But this terror does not inspire him with the 
least love of temperance and industry. A habit of diligence 
and sobriety must come, if it comes at all, from the working of 
other motives within him. Without the restraint of higher 
motives, should another inheritance unexpectedly descend to 
him, he wSuld return to his " wallowing in the mire." The 
bond-servants of fear always do as little as they can ; because 
they do nothing for the love of the thing done, but only to 
avoid some painful consequences if it be not done. Work, 
whether of the hand or of the mind, which is not performed 
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from a love of it, is never performed with that zest or alacrity 
which the love of it inspires. An external act of duty may be 
done ; but it is done, not from a willing, but from a repugnant, 
not from a dutiful, but from a rebellious heart. The mind 
will disown what the hand performs ; while each movement 
and each moment will deepen disgust towards it. This is so 
clear, even to the intellect, that some of the more sagacious 
slave-drivers at the South are substituting motives of personal* 
profit, of appetite, and the love of tawdriness, for the scourge. 
They have been led to this, not from compassion, but from cu- 
pidity. They find the sum total of profits at the end of the 
year to be greater under the use of pleasurable motives than 
under the use of painful oues. Formerly (and, to a great 
extent, even at present) they used the motive of bodily fear 
and smart, — the motive by which the tyrant maintains his 
power, by which the savage enforces obedience to his will, 
by which the brute secures its prey. But the eyes of some of 
them have been opened to see the neighboring motives, as they 
lie arranged along the great scale, from the brutish to the an- 
gelic ; and they now avail themselves of the love of appetite, 
the love of approbation, the desire of being bedizened with 
gaudy colors, and so forth, as more efficient agencies than pain. 
Doubtless the quantity of their work will be increased, and its 
quality improved, as their masters ascend higher and higher 
in the scale of motive-powers. Teachers should be children 
of light, and they should not permit the children of Mam- 
mon to be wiser in their generation than they. It should 
never be forgotten that the highest duty of a teacher is to pro- 
duce the greatest quantity and the purest quality of moral 
action. 

Fear, then, is no more to be proscribed from the teacher's 
list of motives thau arsenic and henbane from the materia 
medica of the physician ; but the teacher or parent who uses 
nothing but fear commits a far greater error than the physician 
who uses nothiug but poison. Let all wise and good men unite 
their efforts so to improve both the moral and the physical 
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health of the commiiuity, as «rradually and rej^ularly to dimin- 
ish, and finally to snpersedo, the necessity of either. 

The maxim embodied in the law of tlie land, and sustained 
by the good sense of all communities, that the teacher stands 
in loco parentis, that is, in tlie parent's place or stead, has been 
a thousand times repeated. By virtue of this relation, he is 
authorized to do, for all the purposes within his jurisdiction, 
what the parent might rightfully do under like circumstances. 
But he stands in tlie parent's place, for love as well as for power, 
for duty as well as for authority. If a father has any right to 
punish a child whose reason he has never attempted to enlight- 
en, whose conscience he has never sought to develop, it is a 
riglit founded upon the previous commission, on his part, of 
the highest wrong. If preventives and milder remedies have 
not been used to avert the ultimate necessity of violent applica- 
tions, then the parent, in regard to every offence which demands 
the application of violence, is an accessory before the fact, a 
suborner to the crime, and justly incurs the largest share of its 
guilt. If the rights of the teacher as to the exercise of power 
are commensurate with the rights of the parent, so are the 
teacher's duties also, in regard to the motives from which he 
acts, commensurate with parental duties. 

A question connected with this subject has beeti often dis- 
cussed ; and the practice is different in diiferent parts of the 
State. It is, whether refractory and disobedient scholars should 
be dismissed from the school, or retained in it and subdued. 
If a teacher stands in the place of the parent, why should he 
dismiss any scholar from his school (unless temporarily), any 
more than a parent should expel a child from his household? 
There is no Botany Bay to which sucli a child can be banished. 
Instead of crossing the ocean to anotlier hcmispliere, he remains 
at home. For all purposes of evil, he continues in the midst 
of the very children from among whom he was cast out ; and, 
when he associates witli them out of school, there rs no one 
present to abate or neutralize his pernicious influences. If the 
expelled pupil be driven from the district where he belongs into 
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another, in order to prevent his contaminations at home, what 
better can be expected from the people of the place to which he 
is sent than a reciprocation of the deed, bj their sending one 
of their outcasts to supply his place, and thus opening a com- 
merce of evil upon free-trade principles ? Nothing is gained 
while the evil purpose remains in the heart. Reformation is 
the great desideratum ; and can any lover of his country hesi- 
tate between the alternatives of forcible subjugation and victo- 
rious contumacy? In extreme cases, however, the school- 
committee have an undoubted legcU right to expel a scholar 
from school. 

But, in those cases where the dangerousness of the symptoms 
will no longer permit delay, there is an immense difference in 
the modes of treating a malady. We know that a mere pre- 
tender to medical or surgical knowledge will aggravate the 
puncture of a pin into a mortification, fatal to life ; while, by 
anodyne and restorative, the skilful practitioner will cure the 
gangrene itself. So, in the case of a distempered will, it may 
be inflamed and exasperated, by fiery and passionate appliances, 
into incorrigibleness and misanthropy ; or, on the' other hand, 
it may be restored to soundness and docility by reproofs or 
chastisements administered in wisdom and love. 

But after the school has commenced, when classes have been 
formed, and the routine of exercises begun, it is then that 
opportunities, without number and without end, will present 
themselves for inspiring sentiments and cultivating habits of 
order, of decorum, of honor, of justice, and of truth ; or, on the 
other hand, of engendering a brood of base and dissocial feel- 
ings, — unkindness, evasion, hypocrisy, dishonesty, and false- 
hood. Nay, the teacher may be entirely honest and sincere 
himself; and yet, from having his mind too intently and exclu- 
sively fixed upon the intellectual progress of his pupils, he may 
be regardless of the moral impulses which secure that progress, 
and of the emotions which attend it. Every true teacher will 
consider tlie train of feeling^ not less than the train of thought^ 
which is evolved by the exercises of the schoolroom. 
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Here opens a most important and difficult subject. So far as 
I know, it has never been comprehensively or minutely treated 
by any writer. It is impossible for me to do it justice. I enter 
upon it with undissembled diffidence ; yet such is its intrinsic 
importance, and so oflen, when visiting schools, have I seen 
exemplifications of wrong where I was sfire the teacher in- 
tended only what was right, that I can no longer forbear to 
attempt an elucidation of its merits. May others be led to 
investigate and expound it, until it assumes a prominence and 
commands an attention corresponding to its magnitude ! 

After the provisional classification of a school, the first busi- 
ness ordinarily consists in setting lessons and hearing recita* 
tious. In all schools having any claim to respectability, im- 
perfect recitations incur some unpleasant consequences. In 
some, it is only a forfeiture of the teacher's approval ; in some, 
it is a record of failure ; in some, after a fixed number of fail- 
ures, it is corporal punishment, the infliction of which cancels 
the old score, and opens the books for a new account. In all 
decent schools, an imperfect recitation is a thing which the 
pupils deprecdte ; but the means of preventing it, or of avoiding 
the appearance of it, are various. 

In the first place, the teacher can insure any number of im- 
perfect recitations by giving too long or too difficult lessons, — 
lessons beyond the ability of the scholars to learn ; and thus 
a mere mistake in judgment, on the part of the teacher, may 
lead to discouragement or fraud on the part of the pupils. Les- 
sons should be such that they can be competently mastered by 
all the scholars in the class, unless in cases of remarkable dul- 
ness. Some of the less forward or less bright may require a 
little extra assistance, which should be freely rendered to 
them ; but, if there be any members of the class who cannot 
make themselves tolerably well acquainted with the lessons, 
they should be removed to a lower class. Habitually to break 
down at a recitation has a most disastrous influence on the 
character of a child. It depresses the spirits, takes away all 
the animation and strength derived from hope, and utterly 
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destroys the ideal of intollectaal accuracy, which is next in 
importance to moral accuracy, — on which, indeed, moral ac- 
curacy often depends. It is still worse when the whole class 
fails. Shame never belongs to multitudes. It is a feeling 
which arises when we contrast our own deficiency or miscon- 
duct with the opposite qualities in others ; but where aU are 
equally deficient, or equally wrong, there is no opportunity for 
such a contrast. Common deficiency at the recitation begets 
a mingled feeling of contempt for the study, and recklessness 
of reputation, which is fatal to all advancement. It may begin 
by merely disheartening the pupil ; but it will soon become dis- 
gust towards the study, and aversion from the teacher. Few 
things are of more baneful tendency than to have a scholar or a 
class leave the recitation-stand, after a half-hour of blundering 
and darkness, with no sense of shame or regret at the dishonor. 
Few things are of more evil augury than for children to be- 
come so inured, by frequency, to having marks of discredit 
entered against their names, that they grow indifferent and cal- 
lous to a recorded censure. Such children lose all that delicacy 
of feeling, that fine sensitiveness to honor, whi6h are strong 
outposts of virtuous principle. Day after day, to have a dis- 
honorable mark set upon the body, or the hand, or on the name^ 
without any feeling of regret, or efibrt at amendment, is as de- 
plorable for a boy or a girl as it would be for a man or a 
woman to receive, without shame and without compunction, a 
tenth or a twentieth sentence to the house of correction or jail. 
The former, indeed, foretokens the latter. 

But suppose the character of the lesson to be rightly adjusted 
to the capacity of the learner, still a brood of temptations lurk 
around. In the first place, there is the device of getting one 
part of the lesson better than the rest, under the expectation 
of being questioned on that part. How often has this been 
done ! In some of the studies, it is to be forestalled and ex- 
cluded by the method, before described, of putting each ques- 
tion to the whole class, waiting a sufficient time for each pupil 
to think out the answer in his own mind, and then calling upon 
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Bome one bj Dame to answer it. The naming of the scholar 
to give the answer should be in no set order, but promiscuous. 
This method especially applies to grammar, to oral spelling, 
to oral recitations in geography, and to mental arithmetic. In 
written arithmetic, a question for solution may be propounded, 
and one pupil required to state the first step in the process, and 
then another pupil in another part of the class the second step, 
and so on, until the explanation is completed. Where there is, 
as there should be in every schoolroom, a sufficient extent of 
blackboard to allow the whole class to stand before it at once, 
a separate question may be given to each member of the class, 
to be wrought upon it. Occasionally, when the solution is 
half completed, the pupils may be transposed, and each one 
required to examine and complete his neighbor's work. 

Such are some of the methods — to be constantly varied and 
interchanged — by which the temptation to deal treacherously 
with the lesson may be met and defeated. And yet the teacher 
should make no avowal that he entertains suspicions against 
any individual, and designs to baffle his plans for deception. 
He uses these means only for banishing temptation where it 
exists, and for shutting the door against it where its invasion 
is threatened. Temptation may be analyzed into two elements, 
— desire and opportunity. Take away the desire, and the 
opportunity can work no harm ; take away the opportunity, 
and the desire is baffled. The former course is the better, 
when it can be taken ; but here the latter is recommended as 
one of the means of accomplishing the former. 

It sometimes happens that scholars experiment upon the 
numbers, or terms, of an arithmetical question. In proportion, 
for instance, if they have no knowledge of the principle which 
should guide them, they may try the effect of multiplying two 
of the numbers together, and dividing the product by the third ; 
but, if that does not yield the right answer, they may transpose 
the order, and try again ; and in the end, having exhausted all 
the errors, they will obtain the truth. But it is only by a com- 
parison of their result with the answer in the book that they 
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much exercise, and, therefore, has prevented whatever of 
strength that exercise would have given ; but the means by 
which the lesson was avoided have given exercise and strength 
to motives of deception and fraud. Herein lies the lamentable 
character of the deed. It is only a misfortune to be ignorant, 
but it is an unspeakable calamity to be dishonest. However 
vigilantly the teacher may look after the intelligence of his 
charge, he should use a thousand times more vigilance in pre- 
serving their integrity. Limited attainments are not incom- 
patible with a high degree of happiness ; but every immoral 
act diminishes the capacity for happiness for ever and ever. 

Another means of avoiding study — and, I am sorry to say, 
1 have found no little evidence of its existence — is, after pro- 
curing some fellow-pupil or other person to perform the work 
which the teacher has assigned, to present the work, thus per- 
formed by another, as the product of one's own labor. The 
intellectual loss and injury of such a course are great. It 
leaves the mind unexercised, when it was one of the principal 
objects of the lesson to exercise it. It also disqualifies the 
pupil more and more for mastering subsequent lessons. A 
scholar who did not get his lessons last week through indolence 
may be unable to get them this week through incapacity, and 
next week he may give them up in despair. But the most de- 
plorable quality of such conduct is, that it is an acted falsehood ; 
and, as subsequent lessons arc mastered with so much more 
difficulty after the omission of preceding ones, the power of 
the temptation increases in a geometrical ratio at each suc- 
ceeding step. 

The cases above referred to are generally those where assist- 
ance is obtained out of school ; but the prompting of a fellow- 
pupil in school, and during the recitation, comes under the same 
general head, and incurs the like mischievous consequences. 
To guard against the latter species of misconduct, the teacher 
should be all eye and all ear. lie should be so familiar with 
the lesson that he can devote his whole attention to the class, 
instead of occupying the time in preparing himself, by looking 
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at his book, to hear the saccessive answers. His eje should 
be on them on their account, and not on his book on his own 
account. To guard the pupil against taking fraudulent meas- 
ures out of school, he shoifld instruct as faithfully in regard to 
the object of the lesson as in regard to the lesson itself. The 
attention of the pupil should be forever turned, towards the 
state of his own mind. Have the lesson, the fact, the principle, 
the scientific relation, been reproduced within himself? Are 
they recorded on the tables of his intellect? Are they so 
clearly and enduringly written there, that if the slate and black- 
board were broken to fragments, if the book were to be con- 
sumed, he would still possess them as his own, ineffaceably 
inscribed on the mind? Is the lesson so luminously recorded 
in his memory, that he can see it there in the darkness of 
midnight, and revive it in the solitude of the desert? Every 
pupil should be made to see, that to transfer or to copy an 
answer or a process from a text-book to his own slate or paper, 
or to take it from another's dictation, is valueless in the way 
of acquisition, of improvement ; that it is, in its nature, the 
veriest task-work or tread-mill service ever performed. He 
should be made to see that he might as well learn the art of 
swimming by getting another boy to swim for him ; that he 
might as well increase his stature and strength by employing 
another to eat his meals ; or that he might as well expect to 
gain wealth by forfeiting all his daily earnings to the more in- 
dustrious. Perhaps the most appropriate punishment, in cases 
where a punishment is deemed advisable, for stealing the solu- 
tion of a sum from a book, or for transferring it from another's 
slate, or for borrowing another's composition instead of writing 
one, would be to make the offender copy off figures in logarithms, 
or the letters of some algebraic process, about which he knows 
nothing, or to transcribe passages in the French or Latin lan- 
guage. This would be a parallel to his own '^ vain knowledge," 
and would show him how pleasant it is to feed upon the east 
wind. 

But the forfeiture of privileges and of knowledge which the 
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pupil incurs by such a course as is above described is not the 
principal evil. It is not a loss of utility merely, but it is a de- 
parture from honor and honesty. Why should not the scholar 
who now cheats his teacher in the recitation-room cheat his 
master in his work when he becomes an apprentice or a clerk, 
and his customers in ttieir utensils or their goods when he 
becomes a mechanic or a merchant? All great robbers began 
by stealing small things ; and the foulest assassins and mur- 
derers commenced their career by inflicting petty injuries. 

I fear the little departures from rectitude and truth which 
sometimes pervade a school, or are practised by particular mem- 
bers of it, are not regarded in their true light, — as seminal 
principles or germs, which, if not eradicated, will grow up to 
maturity, and bear the fatal fruit of falsehoods, perjuries, and 
frauds. How narrow the range of a school-child's thoughts, 
compared with the vast compass and combiuations of an adult 
mind ! how slow the mental operations of the former, compared 
with the celerity with which the latter passes from premises to 
conclusions, and from means to ends ! The child is obliged to 
commence his calculations with visible and tangible units, and 
for a long time he moves feebly and totteringly forward, con- 
stantly seeking the support of another's hand ; yet what vast 
and complicated schemes the same mind, in its maturity, will 
project ! When we thus witness the capacity of growth and 
expansion with which the intellect is endowed, why should 
we doubt that the appetites and propensities have at least an 
equal power of expansion and activity ? Nay, is it not con- 
ceded in every system of mental philosophy ever promulgated, 
tliat the appetites and desires are endowed with an ardor and 
a vehemence to which the intellect is a stranger ; and that the 
passions, if unregulated and unchaste ned, rush to extremes in- 
finitely more wide and more ruinous than the understanding 
can ever reach? Why then, when wo find the mind which 
was once so feeble, now capable of concerting vast plans for 
wealth, for ambition, or other forms of personal aggrandize- 
ment, — why should we doubt that the little tricks and prevari- 
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catioDS of the schoolroom may grow up into fraudulent bank- 
ruptcies, or stupendous peculations and embezzlements ? States 
and empires are no more to the man than the toys of the nur- 
sery to the infant ; why, then, should not corruption in politics, 
and hypocrisy in religion, grow out of the artifices and pretexts 
of the playground? If we would enjoy an immunity from the 
latter, we must suppress the former. How much easier and 
safer to crush the brittle egg than to kill the coiling serpent I 

The act of furnishing arithmetical solutions, or translations 
in the classics, to a fellow-pupil before recitation, or of prompt- 
ing him during it, is to be treated as a wrong in the giver as 
well as in the receiver. Yet always, or nearly so, the subject 
presents itself in a diiferent light to children, and generally, I 
believe, even to mature minds. It is commonly regarded as an 
act of kindness — as a social pleasure, if not a social duty — to 
give, to one who wants, what we, without any loss, can spare. 
Shall a pupil who has neglected his lesson until the hour of 
recitation approaches be subjected to punishment, when we 
can supply his deticieucics in ten minutes, and save him from 
harm? Shall a friend and classmate, who has suffered the 
time of probation to pass by unimproved, — shall he be sub- 
jected to mortification, if not to rebuke or chastisement, when 
we, merely by a whisper in his ear, can save his feelings, his 
character, and perhaps his skin? Such is the aspect in which 
the subject presents itself to most minds, especially to the minds 
of school-children. So, to the natural eye, the earth appears 
to be flat. But what do we do as soon as the child arrives at a 
proper age lor understanding its true shape ? Do we not spend 
time, use apparatus, and give explanations, again and again, 
until the niitural error of the senses is corrected? And why 
should not as much time be spent in correcting those moral 
errors into which all children naturally if not necessarily fall? 
No reason can be assigned, unless it be the infinitely false one, 
that moral culture is less important than intellectual. The first 
impressions of children on this whole subject of prompting 
answers, and of supplying solutions, can easily be shown to be 



REPORT FOR 1845. 51 

illusory and false. The true question goes far deeper than the 
scholar's appearance at the recitation. The recitation is only 
a means to an end. In itself, it is valueless. The only ques- 
tion of any importance is, What is the state of the pupil's mind? 
Does that which he writes down upon his slate, or speaks with 
his tongue, come from his understanding? or does it only come 
mechanically from his fingers, or from his lips, by the dictation 
of another, and not from his own mind? The pupil who sub- 
mits himself to the ordeal of a recitation, like a witness in 
court, is under a moral obligation to make true answers, from 
his own knowledge, to whatever questions may be propounded 
to him ; and is that pupil an honest one, who, under such an 
obligation, gives either the work or the answer of another as 
his own? If the deficiencies of others are to be recorded, or 
if there is a competition for places or medals or parts, and one 
pupil escapes a mark, or gains a credit, by indirect means, is it 
fair towards his fellows, or doing as he would be done by? If 
two children collude together, and agree to help each other, by 
private signs or otherwise, during the recitation, ought we to 
be surprised if, afterwards, they agree to run up stocks in the 
market, in order to cheat innocent purchasers? Besides, where 
is the iniquity to stop? If one pupil may be assisted or 
prompted once, why may not all go to the ^ame extent? This, 
however, would reduce the whole to their original equality ; 
for, if ail take the liberty to cheat once, they stand in the same 
relative position as at first. He, therefore, who means to get 
a dishonest advantage over his fellows must now cheat twice 
in order to gain his end ; and so on indefinitely. If the grocer 
adulterates his sugar and his flour to the amount of ten per 
cent of its value, and the purchaser pays him ten per cent of 
counterfeit coin or bills, neither is a gainer in money, while 
both are 8uff*erers in morals. So it is with children who cheat 
each other and their teacher at the recitation. Now, is not the 
moral spirit with which the lesson is studied and recited of as 
much consequence as the knowledge it confers? And, if so, 
ought not the teacher to spend as much time on the former as 
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on the latter? I exhort teachers and committee-meQ to ask 
themselves the qaestion, whether this is doae. 

The hour of recitation is the hour of reckoning ; the place 
of recitation is the place for weighing and gauging the amount 
of acquisition made by the pupils. Emphatically, therefore, it 
is a place for fair-dealing, for truth, for uprightness towards the 
teacher, and for equity between fellow-pupils. Any deception 
there is like the use of false balances ; and the teacher should 
no more wink or connive at it, however anxious he may be that 
his school should appear well, than he should instruct his schol- 
ars how they may use false weights or measures in their traffic 
with men. 

I think the nature of a recitation can be so unfolded and 
explained to all, excepting, perhaps, the lowest class of minds, 
and that the recitation itself can be so conducted, as to save it 
from the frauds to which it now gives birth. Invested with the 
associations of honor and good faith, it may be made to assume 
something of a sacred character. I have known scholars who 
would not give an answer with which a prompter had supplied 
them, any more than they would receive stolen goods, or pass 
counterfeit moaey. The inherent absurdity of ooe pupil's get- 
ting a lesson for another may be made so obvious and glaring, 
even by a moderate degree of ability to a moderate capacity 
of understanding, as to excite contempt or abhorrence for it. 
The objects of a child's studying are usefulness, respectability, 
eminence, happiness. These objects are reached through the 
acquisition of knowledge, and through an increase of mental 
activity and energy. But each child's mind must grow for 
itself as much as each child's body must grow for itself. I may 
as well be warmed by another man's putting on my garments 
as be improved by another man's getting my lessons. If a child 
is idle, or squanders away his time, he, in his own proper per- 
son, must suffer for it. No friend can bear the burden of his 
future ignorance or imbecility. One person may as well boar 
another's toothache, or transfer another's consumption to his 
own lungs. Nor does the fraud bring any profit to the defraud- 



REPORT FOR 1845. 53 

er* Suppose the children, instead of gathering the richer treas- 
ures of knowledge, were only gathering gold-dust, which, day 
by day, should be brought to the scales, that the amount of 
their gains might be ascertained. Would any sluggard become 
richer by concealing a worthless pebble in his heap? Would 
not the assayer detect the fraud, and expose both it and its 
author? and would not every one who supplied, or who only 
assisted in supplying, the spurious substance, be justly regarded 
as an accomplice in the guilty act? Time is the Great Assayer, 
and will surely expose the folly and the ignorance of all those 
who cheat at the recitation, and impose upon the teacher the 
semblance of knowledge for its reality. 

I fear that too much value is ordinarily attached to the 
recitation. I fear it is oflen regarded as an object, and not as 
an instrument ; as the goal, and not as the path that leads to it. 
The daily routine of exercises, and the examinations of the 
school-committee, may cause all the forces of the school to con- 
verge to this point. When such is the case, the pupils, espe- 
cially the ambitious ones, will devote themselves to the words 
of their lesson rather than to its meaning ; they will aim at 
readiness and volubility rather than at depth and discrimina- 
tion ; they will confine themselves within the author's train of 
thought, instead of taking discursive views, tracing analogies, 
and sending the mind out to the right and left in quest of ma- 
terials for confirmation or for questioning, froia all collateral 
and related topics. So, too, under such a mistaken view of the 
object of a recitation, the pupils will be tempted, when it is 
over, to discharge the subject from their minds, that they may 
make room for the next exercise. All this is delusive. It 
grasps at the shadow, but misses the substance. To exhibit to 
the teacher the state of the pupil's mind is the true object of 
the recitation, so that whatever is right may be fastened there 
securely and forever ; so that deficiencies may be supplied ; and 
so that whatever is erroneous may be rectified or obliterated 
before the impression is deepened beyond efiacing. If the 
arrangements and the general spirit of tlie school are such aa 
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to make the pupils desire a brilliant recitation only, then they 
are tempted to manage adroitly to conceal their ignorance in 
order to escape degradation, and to gain a credit upon the 
teacher's books. But such a course will redound to their own 
discredit, and will entail enduring degradation upon the moral 
sense. 

Closely akin to the above subject is the use of keys in math- 
ematical studies. To avoid cumbrous enumeration, I shall 
refer to arithmetical keys only, although tlie remarks on this 
topic will apply to algebra as well as to arithmetic. In our 
old arithmetical text-books, the answers were regularly append- 
ed to the questions, each to each. The complaint of the pupil 
who studied the old arithmetics in the old way was, " I cannot 
get the answer." He did not say he could not understand the 
principle ; but the answer, as given in the book, was the thing 
he sought for. By observing the denomination in which it was 
expressed, and the number of places of figures which it con- 
tained, he could conjecture the process by which it might be 
reached. The pupil thus made an illicit use of the answer 
itself as a means of obtaining it. This was obviously prepos- 
terous. The answer was the unknown quantity which was to 
be obtained from known data on known principles. But, as 
soon as the answer was included amoug the known data, the 
pupil might arrive at it by repeated experiments, although 
each time he should proceed on unknown principles. The 
knowledge of the answer beforehand, therefore, became, to 
some extent, a substitute for such a knowledge of principles as 
would command the true answer, not only in the given case, 
but in all analogous cases. Had it been the only object to ar- 
rive at the answer contained in the book, then any additions, 
subtractions, multiplicationi*, and divisions which would secure 
tliat end, would be sufficient ; and the result would be equally 
satisfactory, whether the answer contained in the book should 
be correct or erroneous. Now, it is obvious that there is no 
more legitimate exercise of the power of calculation in such 
u procedure than there is of true piety in those contrivances of 
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the Japanese, where, by turning a crank, they wind off a long 
scroll of written prayers from one cylinder on to another. The 
arithmetical faculty is us little employed in the one case as the 
heart is in the other. 

To obviate this difficulty, arithmetics were prepared contain- 
ing the questions only. But lest the teacher should not be able, 
for want of time, or for some other reason, to determine the 
correctness or incorrectness of the answers as they should be 
found by the pupil, the author prepared a second book, — a 
book for the answers, as well as a book for the questions. This 
second book is called a '^ Key." Both questions and answers 
are numbered so as to correspond. According to the theory, 
the key is to be used only by the teacher. It is a labor-saving 
instrument, designed to supersede the necessity of the teacher's 
looking over each sum. But it being known to the scholars 
that there is a key, containing not only the answers, but solu- 
tions or partial solutions of the most difficult questions, a griev- 
ous temptation is presented to them to get it and use it. So 
far as this is done, it defeats the very object of separating the 
answers from the questions, and makes the increased cost of 
two books over one a gratuitous expense. But what is infi- 
nitely more to be deprecated than any cost, or any diminution 
in intellectual attainments, is the moral delinquency which is 
involved in the act of using the key clandestinely. If the use 
of keys be prohibited, they must be obtained surreptitiously, 
and examined by stealth. The key itself must be kept in some 
secret place, where the teacher will not be likely to discover it. 
Hence a system of frauds. The purchasing of a book ; the 
selection of a covert place for its concealment ; the stealthy step 
or look by which it is examined ; the transfer of the answers, 
perhaps upon- a piece of paper, to be carried privately about 
the person ; the plans laid to satisly or circumvent the teacher, 
should he make any inquiry into the subject ; and, finally, the 
presence of the pupil at the recitation, with the questions all 
correctly solved, but with a lie visible to himself lying at the 
bottom of every solution, — all this planned and consummated 
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deception it 13 indeed fearful to contemplate. It is a practical 
training of the young heart to iniquity. Each commendation 
obtained under such circumstanjces is a reward for past decep- 
tion, and a lure to its repetition'^in future. Why should not the 
child who does this, and who, perhaps, is not reprehended for 
doing it, if done when tlio committee or visitors are present, — 
why, when the opportunity comes, should he not overreach his 
neighbor in making a bargain, or put two votes into the ballot- 
box to secure the election of Iiis favorite candidate, or defraud 
the post-office and the custom-libuse ? And how much is the 
virulence of the temptation increased when prizes are offered 
to the foremost pHpils ! when, perhaps, badges of honor are 
bestowed upon the successful competitors, and their names are 
brought forward with iclat m reports, or proclaimed to the 
world through newspapers, while a proportionate degradation 
awaits the unsuccessful ! — and all this is made to depend upon 
the marks of credit or discredit received at the end of the reci- 
tations. 

What the world is seen to regard with honor, ambitious 
children will, of course, strive to obtain ; and, when intellectual 
attainments take precedence of moral qualities, how cruelly 
will they be tempted to sacrifice the latter to the former ! In 
foreign universities, where a subscription to creeds is a pre- 
requisite to the honors and emoluments of professorships and 
presidencies, do we not know that men, for the sake of a con- 
spicuous and lucrative station, will subscribe to theological 
dogmas, and articles of church government, which their souls 
abhor? For such bold treason against Grod and man, they 
were prepared in childhood, by slight and gradually-increasing 
deviations from truth and duty, under temptations whose force 
they could not be expected to resist. Is it not the worst form 
of sacrilege to invade the unsophisticated consciences of chil- 
dren with temptations to evil, before which it is almost certain 
they will fall? 

For years past, I have made particular inquiries of teachers 
and others on this subject. I have endeavored to ascertain to 
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what extent keys are allowed .or forbidden in our schools; 
and also whether they are used, although forbidden. I am 
satisfied that a startling amount of deception is practised ; and 
that not a few of our children are learning those arts in school, 
which, we have reason to fear, will be matured in afler-life 
into flagrant immorality and turpitude. 

In some cases, it has been discovered that a class owned a 
single key in common, which was passed round privately 
among them. In some, the sons of a family go to one school, 
and the daughters to another ; and although, in one of the 
schools, keys are strictly prohibited, yet in the other they are 
openly allowed, or, at least, they are not forbidden ; so that all 
the children have equal access to them. I believe it would be 
far better than that things should continue in their present con- 
dition, that all restriction in the use of keys should be removed 
(in which case it would, of course, be better to return to the 
old system of inserting the answer with the question in the 
text-book) ; but the only eifectual remedy, while such helps 
are prepared and are accessible, is to cultivate the moral feel- 
ings of the pupils to such a high tone as wijl make them dis- 
dain and abhor those acts of deception by which one pupil 
obtains an advantage over another, or by which the pupils suc- 
ceed in deceiving the teacher. It is fervently to be hoped that 
teachers will look more carefully into this subject than they 
have been accustomed to do. Better that we should go back 
to counting on the ten fingers, and remain thercj than that the 
learners of arithmetic should imbibe the spirit by which they 
will hereafter make fraudulent invoices or false entries in the 
books of banks, or of the government. 

It might prove a preventive to the fraudulent use of keys, 
and save children from some of the temptations which now 
spring from the use of them, if teachers would make it a fre- 
quent practice to dictate original questions from their own 
minds. However great the pupil's proficiency may be, a com- 
petent teacher could easily frame questions equivalent and 
analogous to those eoutained in the book ; and the impossi- 
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bility, in such cases, of getting at the answer by the use of a 
key, would prechide the thought and prevent the desire of doing 
so. Is not this in consonance with the spirit of the prayer, — 
at once so religious and so philosophical, — that we may not be 
led into temptation? The only objection that can be made to 
the preparation of questions by teachers is, that they may not 
have time to examine the solutions, and decide upon their cor- 
rectness ; and must, therefore, submit to the necessity of taking 
questions where the answers are at hand. But surely, to an 
accomplished teacher, it can be the work of but a few moments 
to look over ev^u a long demonstration, and to determine 
whether the successive steps have been correctly taken. As to 
what may be regarded as the mechanical part of the solution, — 
the addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division, — he has 
no need to trouble himself with that. He knows the nature of 
the question he has given ; he perceives, in the twinkling of an 
eye, what the necessary steps are to arrive at a correct result ; 
and a single glance from point to point, even in an ext^inded 
process, is sufficient to show him whether the correct course, 
or one of several correct courses, has been pursued. As to the 
rudimental parts, he may, occasionally at least, set some of the 
younger classes to examine them. They will be able to detect 
errors, if any exist, in the work of the older pupils ; and the 
older pupils, mortified at being exposed by the younger, will be 
incited to greater care. 

In advanced Prussian schools, where arithmetic was so re- 
markably well taught and learned (though, if it were well 
taught, it is almost tautology to say it was well learned), 
instead of an octavo volume, or a series of duodecimos, im- 
posing burdensome expenses upon the parents, I generally 
found arithmetical text-books which did not contaiu more than 
fifty or sixty pages, — mere skeletons, — and yet amply suffi- 
cient for the use of the schools. Probably niueteou-twentieths, 
if not forty-nine fiftieths, of the questions were supplied extem- 
poraneously by the teacher from his own mind. Under such 
a system, no temptations to idleness, and no provocations to 
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fraud, could enter in, to weaken the iutellect and to deprave 
the morals. 

Children should also he encouraged to frame questions for 
themselves, for their own working ; and, within certain limits, 
to frame questions for each other. In some parts of arithmetic, 
such an exercise would be of great utility, as it would help 
them to understand more thoroughly the nature, the number, 
and the relation of the terms necessary to form a practical 
question. Preparing questions would fasten more securely in 
the mind the principles for their solution. 

I leave this topic with the expression of an intense desire 
that those who use, as well as those who prepare, mathematical 
text-books, will take into consideration the moral tendencies as 
well as the intellectual bearings of the methods they adopt, and 
of the works they publish. If each day's addition to arith- 
metical knowledge is to be a subtraction from the authority 
of conscience, it would be better that such days should never 
dawn. 

I have sometimes found the preservation of good order in 
schools, and especially the prevention of whispering, attempted 
by means which seem to me to incur great moral and social, 
hazards. In some schools, a pupil caught in an act of delin- 
quency is made to take a place upon the platform, or other 
elevated site in the schoolroom, and there to watch for other 
delinquents. When he detects any one of his schoolmates in 
a violation of any of the rules of the school, he is expected to 
announce the name of the offender and the offence. If not 
contradicted, or although contradicted, yet if confirmed, he is 
absolved, and returns to liis seat ; and the new culprit succeeds 
to the post and the office of sentinel. Here he is expected to 
remain, until, in his turn, he can obtain his discharge by suc- 
cessiully inculpating another. Such a watchman is usually 
called a monitor ; but his real office is that of a spy. If indo- 
lent, he may prefer the post to one which obliges him to study. 
He stands guard under no responsibility. If he sees one of his 
friends about to commit an offence, he can overlook it, or even 
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coonive at it, by turning away, so as to afford an opportu- 
nity for its commission. I have seen such an overseer vio- 
lating, with those immediately around him, the very rules 
which he was stationed there to enforce. If, however, he 
entertains any grudge against a schoolmate, he may there find 
an opportunity to indulge it. 

I think the practice here described has an injurious influence, 
both upon the school and upon the sentinel himself, whose only 
qualification to watch others consists in his own offence. It 
obviously tempts to concealment, which is unfaithfulness ; and 
to partiality, which is injustice. The old proverb, ''Set a 
rogue to catch a rogue," needs, even for the public safety, some 
additional direction by which the public may be guarded against 
the collusion of the two rogues when they come to understand 
each other. At best, the proverb is founded on a low principle ; 
and it inculcates no lesson of wisdom or benevolence in regard 
to the reformation of either party. 

Some teachers adopt the above plan, but include another 
element of danger in it. If the original culprit does not suc- 
ceed in detecting a fellow-pupil in some offence, he receives a 
punishment. If he discovers another, and that other a third, 
and so on, until the session of the school is closed, the pun- 
ishment falls upon the last. Now, to escape punishment by 
subjecting another to punishment, brings into active exercise 
the most unkind and dissocial propensities of human nature. 
It makes our welfare or our immunity depend upon another's 
wrong-doing. It connects our escape from suffering with 
another's subjection to it. It makes it for our immediate 
interest that an offence sliould be committed ; and thus tempts 
us to rejoice at the error or the misconduct of our neighbor, 
instead of obeying the commandment to love him as ourselves. 
Is this a Christian relation in which to place children in regard 
to each other? Suppose it had been so ordained by the Crea- 
tor, that one man could escape from his wounds or diseases 
only by touching tho person of another, and thus transferring 
them to him ; how few Samaritans would be found who would 
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suspend the journey or the business of life that thej might heal 
their neighbor ! and would not such a law turn the world into 
Levites, who would pass by on the other side of the way ? In 
the end, such a law would be ruinous even to those for whose 
benefit it was devised ; since it would make it the interest of 
all to iniSict mutual harm. When one drowning man attempts 
to save himself by grasping another, the consequence almost 
invariably is, that both go to the bottom. I trust that all 
teachers, who, either through example or inadvertence, have 
been led to adopt the course whose evils are here exposed, will 
adandon, and never resume it. 

Whispering is very justly and almost universally considered 
to be one of the greatest mischiefs that can infest a schoolroom. 
In small schools, consisting either of very large or of very 
young scholars, it occasions less inconvenience ; but in large 
schools, especially if composed of scholars of all ages, it is a 
very serious annoyance, and energetic teachers usually strive 
to suppress it. In a room containing sixty scholars, if each 
should whisper only one-sixtieth part of the hour, — not an 
inordinate allowance, if whispering be permitted at all, — it 
would be sufficient to make the buzz perpetual. The mischief 
of whispering, however, is by no means confined to the noise 
it makes. If one be allowed to whisper, another must be 
allowed to listen ; and it is too much to expect that the neigh- 
bors of the parties will be indifferent hearers or spectators of 
what is going on around them. Sometimes, too, a plan or a 
joke started in one corner will be telegraphed round the room 
almost with the rapidity of a lighted train of gunpowder. The 
course of thought of the whole school will thus be interrupted ; 
and, though the act of whispering may occupy but half a 
minute, it may occasion the loss of several minutes to each 
pupil. 

But, objectionable as is the practice of whispering in schools, 
some means are used for avoiding it which seem to me to be far 
more so. In some schools, all whispering is prohibited under 
sanctions more or less severe ; while the teacher, conscious of 
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his own inability to detect all offenders, and discarding the 
practice by which the guilty are set to watch for the guilty, 
establishes another rule, by which the offenders are required to 
report their own offences. At the close of each day, or half- 
day, the roll is called, and each pupil is required, when his 
name is announced, to confess the number of breaches, if any, 
which he has committed. 

One of the objections to this mode of prevention is, that it 
hazards the commission of a greater offence in order to avert 
a less one. To prevent whispering, it tempts to falsehood. 
Now, though whispering is mischievous, yet who, consider- 
ately, would suppress a thousand cases of it at the expense 
of one lie? Consider the force of the temptation. At the 
appointed time, the teacher calls upon the pupils to declare 
whether any violation of the rule has been committed by them. 
He calls upon them to plead guilty or not guilty. To acknowl- 
edge that they are guilty is a public avowal of wrong-doing ; 
and, if the feelings arc not blunted, must always incur some 
mortification. A penalty or forfeiture of some kind — such as 
noting the case in a record-book, or reporting it to the parents, 
or, at least, the teacher's disapproval — must be attached to 
the act, or the whole will soon degenerate into a farce. Under 
these circumstances, the pupil is called upon to avow a breach 
of duty. He is to do that publicly, which involves some degree 
of shame ; he is to do that voluntarily, which requires some 
moral courage ; and he is to do that promptly, which demands 
such a vigorous impulsion, of conscientiousness as belongs to 
comparatively few. On tlie other hand, by silence, or by a 
moment's delay, — during which he may perhaps be debating 
within himself what course to take, — the occasion will pass 
by, and immunity from outward censure be secured. Is not 
this a snare to conscience? Is not this leading children into 
temptation, — a grievous temptation? Does it not, in fact, lead 
two persons — perhaps even more than two — into temptation? 
for, if one pupil has whispered, he must have whispered to 
another, — generally to a friend sitting at the same desk. For 
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the friend to betray the offender may wear the aspect of un- 
kindnesB. Besides, to betray a fellow-pupil, is held, whether 
justly or not, — according to the moral code of the college and 
the schoolroom, — to deserve great odium. Perhaps both have 
offended, and therefore stand in equal need of each other's 
forbearance. 

There is one aspect belonging to the course above described, 
which it is peculiarly painful to contemplate, — that of a child 
debating with himself, either before the commission of an of- 
fence, or when called upon to confess it, respectiug the chances 
of his escape ; and making the commission of the offence in 
the first instance, or the denial of it in the second, depend upon 
the balance of probabilities in favor of detection or of exemp- 
tion. A falser condition of mind cannot be conceived. Prob- 
ably the fiend who tempts to crime by the hope or promise of 
concealment outnumbers all his fellow-fiends in the retinue 
of his victims. A wrong consciously perpetrated by the heart 
is neither made greater by exposure, nor less by impunity. 
The question which Conscience puts respectiDg a guilty act is, 
not whether it is known or unknown, but whether it has been 
done ; and, before her awful tribuual, the judgment is the same, 
whether it is concealed by darkness and silence from the eyes 
and ears of all created beings, or whether all the stars of the 
firmament have arranged themselves, for the revelation and the 
condemnation of the deed, into a language of everlasting and 
unquenchable light. 

Now, I can conceive of a school — I think I have seen such 
schoob — where the moral sense of the pupils has been so en- 
lightened and trained, that it would be safe to put a question 
of the kind above supposed, without jeoparding the integrity 
of the pupils. But how much more frequently, in the present 
state of our schools as to morals, would the solicitations to 
wrong be an overmatch for fidelity to truth, and thus begin a 
habit of falsehood, or confirm one already begun, which, before 
the end of life, by the confluence of hundreds of little streams 
into one deep current of corruption, would prove the ruin of 
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the tempted I As a guardian of the morals of youth, and 
especially of their veracity, — that central point of morals, — 
no teacher should allow his own conveuieuce, or his pride in 
the appearance of the record of his school, or his fear of incur- 
ring the displeasure of any pupil, or the parent of any pupil, for 
one moment to weigh down the scale against the perpetration, 
or even the imminent danger of the perpetration, of an untruth. 
The love of truth is a primal element in moral character. 
Truth is the cement of society. Without it, all friendships, 
partnerships, communities themselves, would be dissolved. 
Without some degree of mutual confidence, no two men, wheth- 
er virtuous or vicious, could look each other in the face for 
a minute. Complete distrust at all points would segregate 
each individual of the race from all the rest ; and, like an un- 
balanced centrifugal force, would impel each to fly away, and 
to seek some vacant part of the universe for his solitary abode. 

There is a natural adaptation between the love of intel- 
lectual and the love of moral truth to confirm and strengthen 
each other. One should never be set in opposition to the 
other. Circumstances should never be so arranged, that the 
pursuit of an Intellectual good may conflict with that of a 
moral one. Not antagonists, but co-laborers for the happiness 
of man, the teacher should unite and marry them into an in- 
separable unioD, and thus lay an imperishable foundation for 
the virtues and duties of life. 

In regard to the prevention of whispering in school, the fol- 
lowing important questions arise ; and I do not see how they 
can be answered in the negative : If it be practicable to train a 
school to such a high point of principle and of houorable feel- 
ing, that its members will promptly acknowledge the trans- 
gression of a rule, may not the same members be so trained as 
not to be guilty of the transgression itself? Or, if children 
cannot be deterred from whispcriug by the reasonableness of the 
requisition, are they not likely to be guilty of falsehood under 
the pressure of so violeut a temptation? And, finally, does not 
falsehood surpass whispering as an ofleuce, too much to allow 
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US to secure our schools from the inconvenieuce of the latter 
by incurrlag a serious hazard of the baseness of the former ? 

The chances of success in preventing whispering by an ex- 
ercise of vigilance on the part of the teacher will be increased 
or diminished by the number and ages of the scholars, and by 
the good or ill construction of the seats in the schoolroom. 
The smaller the school, other things being equal, the more easy 
to banish this invader of its quiet, ^ not easier in the ratio of 
the diminished number merely ; but, to express it mathemati- 
cally, the ease is as the square of the diminution. Any school, 
however, may be considered as only of a moderate or medium 
size, if the number of the teachers is fitly proportioned to the 
number of the scholars. 

The construction of the schoolroom bears directly upon this 
subject. The old-fashioned schoolhouses, with seats on three, 
and sometimes on four sides of the schoolroom, — leaving only 
a space on one side, unoccupied by seats, sufficient for a door, 
— could not have been more ingeniously contrived to invite 
disobedience and trickery had the Genius of Deception been 
the architect. In such a room, one-half the children, at least, 
were always without the range of the teacher's eye, and so 
within the sphere of temptation. Where circumstances had 
been so skilfully contrived to entice them into transgression, 
who can wonder that they so often became its victims? Even 
schoolhouse architecture has a palpable connection with moral 
culture. 

Various remedies have been suggested for the prevention of 
whispering in school, besides the extreme one of corporal 
punishment in any of its forms. 

Occupation is one of the most effectual. While each scholar 
has employment on his own account, he has neither time nor 
inducement to trespass upon his neighbor. This is the case 
for two reasons. His own occupation precludes the desire of 
coDununicating with his fellow ; and the occupation of his 
fellow will repel approaches, should he be tempted to make 
them. 



;it>st;iiniu;j-. Niicli a torteitiire lor .such an otti'iK-c 
)rcti<)!Kil)le ; l)Ut, in all cjiscs where it i- inflicttMl, 
.-liould have a reec-s hy hini-elt'at aiiullier time : i\ 
is demaiided by the laws of health ; and the teach 
ments should never endanger health. 

Recognizing the strong natural desire of all chiU 
municate with each other, and the inherent diffi 
pressing such an inborn and powerful impulse, soi 
adopt the expedient of an intermediate recess ; 
suspension of the exercises of the schoolroom, f 
of five minutes, at prescribed times, in each half-df 
During this suspension, the pupils are allowed to i 
about, and to converse, and thus to give vent to t 
desires for muscular action and for social com 
This may be allowed twice during each half-daj, -^ 
and once afler the customary recess at the mi 
session. Of course, it becomes less necessary as 
are older. 

But, firom my own observation and experience, ] 
believe that all methods for preventing communicat 
scholars in school, however skilfully devised or i 
executed they may be, will prove inadequate to t 
purpose, unless they include another element, — tb 
co-operation of the scholars themselves. The nati 
sity to speak, the inborn social instinct to make 
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aprising. Later in life, though the inward propulsion of feel« 
ing, seeking some form of outward expression, may be regu- 
lated, yet it cannot, even then, be wholly suppressed. Probably 
00 two animals of any kind were ever together for two min- 
utes, — unless asleep, or profoundly absorbed in something 
else, — without some transmission, by looks or signs, of sympa- 
thy or aversion. With the human species, if the lips are sealed, 
the fingers will be made the medium of communication ; if the 
hands are confined, the eye will become the subtle messenger 
of thought. But the voice is the natural sigu-maker, and there- 
fore it is through the voice that the will acts most promptly 
and energetically. In prisons, where the inmates work in com- 
panies, but under a rigorous prohibitioo, sanctioned by terrible 
penalties, against intercommunication, either by word or ges- 
ture, cases have occurred where the tortured spirit within would 
give vent to its natural instinct by a tremendous shriek or yell, 
and then submit to a fiagellation, with patience, as an expiation 
of the ofience. 

In this, therefore, as in all other cases, whether pertaining to 
the government or to the proficiency of a school, the teacher's 
best resources — the only allies he can enlist, who will, in all 
cases, secure him the victory «- are the pupils themselves. No 
threats, no forfeitures, no fear, no pain, though the teacher 
should summon these to his aid in formidable hosts, will ever 
expel whispering from school, unless superadded thereto is the 
scholars' consent. I have witnessed proofs of the truth of this 
assertion too numerous to be contested. In schools where 
authority and superior physical power were mainly relied on, I 
have witnessed cases of transgression, even while the teacher 
was assuring me of the sufficiency of his own sovereign com- 
mand to prevent them. But, if the pupils have confidence in 
their teacher, — if they respect his talents and his attainments, 
Itnd are constantly drawn towards him by the attractions of a 
filial afiectiou, — their co-operation can be obtained, and that 
will prove all-sufficient. Indeed, if only every other scholar ^ 
that is, if no more than one-half of the school — should unite 



68 ANNUAL HEPOBTB ON EDUCATION. 

in placing a ban upon the practice, it would be suppressed ; for, 
as a scholar will rarely if ever be whispered to without his 
own permission, it follows, that, if every other scholar should 
join the league of abstinence, the other half would be debarred 
from addressing them, and thus an interdict would be placed 
even upon willing transgressors. 

It is hardly necessary to observe, that, under the generic 
term whispering, I here include all forms of illicit communica- 
tion, whether carried on through the medium of the voice, the 
finger-language, writing on paper or on a slate, marking words 
or letters in a book so as to make a sentence, or by any other 
of the ingenious devices which fear and fraud have contrived. 
Their object is the same, and their mischief is the same. They 
all train the mind to base and unmanly artifices, for which no 
amount of knowledge is any equivalent, — artifices which only 
confer more formidable powers of mischief upon the highly- 
developed intellect. 

Perhaps no other combination of circumstances pertaining 
to a school furnishes so favorable an opportunity as the one 
under consideration for the inculcation of self-denial, and for 
habituating the pupils to its practice. Self-denial is not so much 
a pre-eminent virtue as it is the parent of all the virtues. To 
be able to resist the present solicitations of passion or of appetite, 
in considerati(m of a future good ; to be able to postpone or to 
forego immediate gratification, in obedience to a principle of 
duty ; to be able, in the solitude of a desert or in the darkness 
of midnight, when no human eye can see us, when no obstacle 
or bar, save the eternal law of right, comes between the object 
of our unlawful desire and our enjoyment of it ; to be able, 
under such circumstances, not only to iibstaiu, but to feel that 
our resolution would bo no stronger though all the universe 
were gathered around us in a circle, of which we were the 
luminous centre, — this may be justly regarded as the acme 
of moral power and grandeur. How vast the distance between 
this moral altitude and the low region of weakness, of tempta- 
tion, and of peril, in which the child is born ! But just in pro- 
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portion to this distance are the reward and the glory of the 
teacher who leads the young spirit onward in its sublime 
ascension to the heights of virtue. 

The very scheme and constitution of human nature demon- 
strate that we have as deep an interest in any portion of futu- 
rity — hour for hour, and day for day — as in the same portion 
of time now passing ; for the simple but decisive and perfectly 
intelligible reason, that future time is to he present time. 
Indeed, our personal interest preponderates in fa\or of that por- 
tion of time which lies beyond us, rather than in favor of that 
now present ; because the current of our life widens and deepens 
as it advances ; and because new capacities and sources of 
happiness and of misery are perpetually pouring in their con- 
fluent streams to increase the volume of our future existence, 
and thus making that existence more desirable for enjoyment, 
or more terrible for suffering. We know, too, that the present 
not only has its concomitants of weal or woe, but that it will 
modify and color all that is to come after it. To the eye of 
reason and conscience, therefore, the stages of being through 
which we are hereafter to pass have as close a relation to our- 
selves, to our identity, as those through which we are now 
passing. It is the eye of sense only which magnifies the near, 
but sees the distant in the diminished proportions of perspec- 
tive ; as has been strikingly illustrated in the saying, that u straw 
placed near the eye seems as large as an oak of a iiundred years 
in the distance. But the difficulty is, that, with a spiritual 
nature perpetually existent, we have appetites and desires that 
demand immediate gratification ; and, to give plausibility to 
their demands, it is also true that those appetites and desires 
must, to a certain extent, be gratified, or our temporal existence 
would cease. The teacher, then, should put the future visibly 
into the scale, that it may counterbalance the present. For this 
purpose, the connection between the present and the future 
must be explained, — the tendency of hubits, whether good or 
evil, to increase in velocity and momentum ; the tendency of 
all indulged desires and thoughts to redouble their strengtht 
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carvings, or emblems of pollution, around the premises, or on 
the walls of the schoolroom itself, are suffered to remain un- 
molested? These frightful inconsistencies must be terminated. 
Their continuance is suicide. Self-preservation as well as re- 
ligion demands a change. Neglect moral and Christian culture 
in the schoolroom, and if the exchange is shaken by stupen- 
dous frauds, if perjuries invade the tribunals of justice, if 
hypocrisy and intolerance are installed in the sanctuaries 
of religion, if political profligacy reigns in the council-halls of 
the nation, and sends its streams of corruption through all the 
channels of government, we shall reap only as we have sown. 

There are some schools in Massachusetts, and the number is 
increasing, where, without invading the conscientious rights or 
scruples of a single denomination, social and Christian princi- 
ples have been so wisely acted on by the teacher, have been so 
clearly and convincingly brought down and brought home to 
the minds of the pupils, that not only whispering, but other 
sources of disorder and misconduct, has been almost entirely 
banished from the schoolroom. Cases .have occurred where, 
voluntarily, without solicitation, the older and more influential 
scholars have signed a pledge, obligating themselves to abstain 
from particular school-ofiences, and to use their influence to 
induce others to practise the like abstinence. How high the 
point of self-respect and of principle which the pupils have 
reached, when such a measure emanates spontaneously from 
them ! How greatly is the power of acquisition promoted when 
the power of self-control is enthroned in the breast ! And how 
far-reaching and decisive in its influences upou afler-life is a 
successful resolution in childhood to seek counsel of duty, and 
to abide by its decisions ! Blessed is the fortune of those chil- 
dren who are led by wise and benignant hands to some moral 
eminence, where they can survey the path that will conduct 
them to happiness, and are inspired with the motives which 
will prompt them to pursue it ! * 

* As a specimen of the utter oblivion into wliioh a love of inteilcctual ncute- 
ness and skill may throw the moral relations of a subject, I quote the foUuiring 
question from a modern arithmetic : — 



72 ANNUAL REPORTS ON EDUCATION. 

The vice of truantship is to be regarded under the same 
moral aspects. The truant, it is true, loses privileges which 
can never be recovered ; because no revolution of the wheel of 
time ever brings back an hour that has been wasted. By fore- 
going his opportunity of acquiring knowledge, the truant for- 
feits at least a portion of his chances for future usefulness and 
success in life ; and he also forfeits those enduring satisfactions 
which are the rewards of intellectual culture. Loitering by 
the wayside but for a single day, or deviating into illicit paths 
but for a single hour, he allows those who were behind him to 
pass by, and to seize upon the advantages or the honors, which, 
by the use of diligence, he might rightfully have made his own. 
lie enrolls himself with the most wasteful of all prodigals, — 
those who are prodigal of time. But the positive good which 
is lost is trifling compared with the positive evil which is in- 
curred. Every act of truantship is a twofold falsehood. It is 
a falsehood committed against the parent who sends, and against 
the teacher who expects. Worse than either of these, it is a 
violation of the culprit's own sense of duty. To waste the 
8ecd-time, and to consume the seed from which a rich harvest 
might be reaped, does but condemn the fields of after-life to 
barrenness ; but the pretence, the equivocation, the deceit, and 
occasionally the downright lie, and, what is worst of all, the 
perpetual holding of the mind in an active lying state, — that 
is, in a state ready to lie, — these strew thickly those tares of 
vice over the fields of youth whose harvest will be ruin. It is 

** A dea'CnplAin on a voyage had a crew of thirty men, half of whom were blacks. 
Being becalmed on the passage fur a long time, their proviitiona began to fail; 
and the captain became satisfied, that, unless the nuniber of men was greatly 
diminished, all would perish of hun'^er before tliey renched any friendly port. 
lie tiierefore proposed to the sailors tliat they sliould stand in h row on deck, and 
that every ninth man should be thrown overboard until one-half of the crew were 
thus destroyed. To this they all agreed. How should they stand to save the 
whiUMi** 

Doubtless this question was prepared by the author, and has been laboriously 
studied by thousands of pupils, without any distinct contemplation of the fiend- 
ish injustice and fniud wliich it involves, but only witli admiration fur the inge- 
nuity wliich originated, and for the talent that can solve it; and yet tlie Idoa which 
the quegtion has lodged in tlie mind may become the parent of a fraud as base if 
not as appalling us its prototype. 
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not, then, the squandering of school-privileges which gives to 
this offence its most malignant type ; it is not the loss of money 
expended for books and for tuition ; it is not the indignity 
offered to the teacher : but it is the positive wrong, self-inflicted 
upon the pupil's own moral nature ; it is that struggle between 
his own illicit desires and his sense of duty, in which the for- 
mer are victorious ; it is the stratagem, and the putting of the 
mind into a frame to invent stratagems, in order to secure im- 
punity or to avoid suspicion, — it is this inward training of the 
soul to the contemplation and the devices of iniquity, which 
gives to the evil its magnitude and frightfulness. But is it so 
regarded by those parents who never visit the school from the 
beginning to the end of the term, in order to examine the 
teacher's register, or to learn, by personal inquiry, whether their 
children have been delinquent? Is it so regarded by any teacher 
who records absences, half-day after half-day, without ever 
visiting the parents to know whether the absence is necessary 
or fraudulent? Is it so regarded either by parents or teachers, 
who, when the offence is detected, inflict chastisement upon the 
offender as the penalty of his misconduct, but take no other 
measures to reach the secret workings of his mind, and there 
to rectify the springs of action themselves? 

In rural districts, where the population is sparse, cases of 
tniantship are of rare occurrence. In cities and large towns, 
and especially in manufacturing villages, the offence is not 
unfrequeut. Various devices are resorted to for its successful 
commission. In most schools, no written excuse for absence or 
tardiness is required, and therefore a truant has only to fabri- 
cate some excuse for being late or absent ; and the teacher too 
often dismisses the subject without further inquiry. When 
written excuses are required, parents often give one without 
date, which the pupil will keep as long as he dares, — perhaps 
for several days, — and then present it. Sometimes a child is 
necessarily detained at home for half an hour after the com- 
mencement of the school ; and, having obtained an excuse 
from his parent without any speciflcation as to time, he plays 



74 ANNUAL REPORTS ON EDUCATION. 

truant for the greater part of the session, and then goes in and 
presents it. Or the parent sends written word that he wishes 
his child to return home before the school is done, without 
specifying how long before ; and an hour or two of playtime is 
gained by obtaining dismission too early. Instances have oc- 
curred where a child has had the wickedness to forge an excuse, 
and present it as genuine. But if the child will forge his 
father's name to an excuse, in order to get an hour of play, 
ought we to be surprised if the same child, when grown to 
manhood, should commit the crime of forgery to obtain the 
means of criminal indulgence ? Is it a vain apprehension that 
a child, thus false to his own interests and to the claims of duty, 
will be false to all the interests and duties which may afler wards 
be committed to his keeping? If we think we foresee, in the 
remarkable answers of a school-boy, — remarkable only because 
so little is expected at so early an age, — proofs of the power 
and the splendor that shall aggrandize and adorn the future 
man, why may not we foresee, in these juvenile offences which 
are so lightly passed over, proofs of those enormous misdeeds 
which afterwards shall bring distress upon a family, a com- 
munity, or a country? With pleasure it is admitted, that there 
are cases of reformation, — cases where the evil that was be- 
tokened by a youth of error is averted by repentance, and 
followed by a life of uprightness. On the other hand, also, it 
must be conceded that there are instances where all the hopes 
that were cherished by a childhood of innocence have been 
blasted by a manhood of profligacy. But, on both sides, these 
cases are exceptions to the general rule ; and they are no 
further to be recognized as grounds of action, than as they 
admonish us never to sink into the inaction of over-confldeuce 
in regard to the good, nor into the hopelessness of despair in 
regard to the bad. A venerable clergyman belonging to the 
State, always watchful of the condition of youth, and regarding 
the conduct of the child as foretokening the character of the 
man, has informed me that he taught school for many years 
in the town where he was afterwards settled as a minister ; that 
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it was his practice, while in school, to keep a detailed record 
of the diligeace, proficiency, and moral deportment of his 
pupils, which record he has preserved ; and now, on recurring 
to this school-diary, he finds, with hut few exceptions, that it 
would answer very well as an index, or table of contents, for 
the acted volume of their subsequent lives. There is one vice, 
indeed, or rather a prolific parent of all vices, which disturbs 
this great law of probabilities, and oflen falsifies the indica- 
tions given by an exemplary youth of an honorable old age. It 
is the vice of intemperance. This vice is a horrid alchemy, 
which transmutes every tiling good into evil ; and not merely 
changing affinities, but, corrupting the very elements on which 
it works, renders it impossible ever afVerwards to restore them 
to their pristine strength and purity. It is the theological oppo- 
site of regeneration ; for it depraves depravity itself. 

In the new register-book which has been prepared by the 
Board, and which will be in the schools the ensuing summer 
term, provision is made for the entry of each pupil's name. If 
the teacher performs his duty in keeping the register, as it is to 
be presumed he will, then every parent, on visiting the school, 
can learn by mere inspection whether his child is charged on 
the book with more cases of tardiness or absence than have 
been authorized ; and, by a vigilant use of this check, the vice 
of truantship may be generally extirpated. 

The question, By what motives shall children be incited to 
study? opens a vast and most interesting field of inquiry. That 
the human mind was pre-adapted by its benevolent Creator for 
the acquisition of knowledge and the exercise of reason, is not 
merely an inference drawn from the wisdom and goodness of 
God, but it is ocularly demonstrated by the constitution of our 
nature. It is not merely what we should expect, but what we 
actually see. Before the human lungs are brought into the 
world, how admirably are they prepared for the air that is to 
surround and to fill them ! Not only are the lungs tubular and 
vesicular, in the highest degree, for the reception of the air, 
but the air has a property which the blood must imbibe, or it 
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would perish in five minutes ; and, further, the blood has a 
property which it must cast out through the lungs into the air, 
or again it would perish in five minutes from another cause. 
What need has the unborn child of that exquisite mechanism, 
the eye ; of the iris, invested with power to enlarge or diminish 
itself by a spontaneous movement ; of its crystalline lens, and 
of its different humors, to cause the rays of light to converge ; 
of the finely-wrought net-work of the retina, spread at the true 
focal distance over its interior surface ; of the wonderful nerve 
that lies behind it, holding mysterious communication with the 
secret chambers of the brain ; and of the solid masonry of 
bones, which is built up as a wall of protection around it? 
This marvellous contrivance is prepared in reference to the 
sun, — an object almost a hundred millions of miles distant 
from it ; it is prepared in reference to sidereal systems, lying 
at incomputable distances from our system ; and He who, in 
the beginning, created the greater and lesser lights of the firma- 
ment, and who now selects and arranges the subtlest particles 
of matter for the formation of the human eye, established of 
old the relations between them, and prc-adapted their powers 
and their properties to each other. How curiously has the 
Creator fashioned the mechanism of the ear ! He has planted 
it so deeply and securely within the protecting walls of the 
cranium, that it needs no bars or portals to defend it from ex- 
ternal encroachments ; he has made it to stand forever open, 

— by night as well as by day, and whether sleeping or waking, 

— so that there is scarcely a natural agent of harm that can ap- 
proach us, without warning us of its coming. With what a 
delicate equilibrium is its tympanum balanced! — vibrating at 
the buzz of an insect's wing, or at the tread of an insect's foot, 
yet able to bear uninjured the ocean's roar, or the thunder's 
crash ; and it is made to delight in all the variety of sweet 
sounds that lie between these far-distant extremes. And so of 
all the other senses. Is it not intuitively obvious that they 
were designed to bring us into communication and relationship 
with the infinitely-varied objects of the world around us ; with 
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the food and drinks which noariRh and sustain ns ; with the 
solid substances that shelter, and the textile ones that clothe 
us ; with the various races of animals over which " dominion " 
has been given us ; with the dry land which abideth in its 
place, and with the waters which make their perpetual circuit 
from the mountains and hills into the rivers, from the rivers 
into the sea, from the sea into the clouds, and from the clouds 
to the mountains and hills and rivers again ? 

Nor is utility the only purpose of those beautiful relations 
which exist between ourselves and the external world. The 
goodness of God is as pervading as his power, and hence he 
has everywhere intermingled pleasure with advantage. Golden 
threads are thickly interspersed in every web which Nature has 
woven. How conspicuous is this truth in regard to the prop- 
erty of color ! Most of the other properties of matter seem 
to have a primary reference to utility. The inflexibility of 
stone, and the elasticity of steel ; the combustibility of wood, 
and the relative incombustibility of the metals ; the hardness 
of flint, and the softness of wool and silk, — seem primarily de- 
signed for use rather than for pleasure ; and so of innumerable 
other objects. But what proflt can the cold utilitarian extort 
from all the variegation and changeful beauties of color? The 
rainbow, the orient sun, the evening clouds, the plumage of 
birds, the flower-strewn fields, the hues of the blossoming 
spring, and of the foliage of autumn, joyful in its death, ^- 
these add no gold to his coffers, nor acres to his lands, nor fruit 
to his gamers. Yet this beautiful property of matter is spread 
upon the surface of all things, as if to attract our attention to 
them, and to win our regards for them, not only before, but 
afler, the age of reflection ; and no other property is at once so 
universal and so varied as this. In almost every instance, the 
gracious Author of this property of matter, and of our capacity 
to perceive it, has made it pleasurable ; and probably no child 
ever consciously looked, even for the thousandth time, upon the 
moon, or a sun-illumined cloud, or stream, or lake, without an 
emotion of joy. 
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Such is the relation which oar senses bear to the exterual 
universe. 

And, in the second place, the faculties by which we reason 
stand in the same relation to the perceptive powers, and to the 
images or notions of things which they collect, as the percep- 
tive powers themselves do to the objects of the external world. 
Through the senses we collect notions, more or less accurately 
and extensively, of the boundless variety of things that consti- 
tutes the world around us, — of all that is great or small, high 
or low, solid or fluid, cold or hot, moving or motionless, odorous 
or inodorous, savory or vapid, hard or soft, loud or low, and so 
forth ; but all this liuovvledgc of properties would be of no 
more service to us than to the beasts of the field or the fowls of 
the air, did not the iUuminating reason preside over them, dis- 
cerning the relations between them, disentangling consequences 
by referring each effect to its cause, and, out of new arrange- 
ments and combinations, educing new uses to increase the 
physical comforts and the spiritual elevation of mankind. It is 
only by the safer light of reason, indeed, that we rectify the 
mistakes into which the senses would inevitably and constantly 
lead us. To the senses, the earth and sun are flat: reason 
de;,clares them to be spheres. If we ask the senses, they affirm 
that the earth is thousands of times larger than the sun ; if we 
consult the reason, we are assured that the sun would contain 
within its circumference more than thirteen huodred thousand 
globes, each as large as the earth. The senses declare that 
the earth is stationary, and that the sun revolves around it 
every day ; but reason gives stability to the sun, and a diurnal 
revolution to the earth. So, from the beginning of life, reason 
rectifies the errors of the senses; and, without its aid, we 
should be in a world of illusions, each one leading us astray. 
Reason also teaches us to discover those thiugs wliich are too 
remote and too minute for the senses ever to reach, — the 
magnificent bodies and distances of astronomy, and the imper- 
ceptibly minute atoms and motions of chemistry. Who, then, 
let me again ask, can doubt that the great Author of our reason 
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designed that it should be used, and that it should be developed 
and cultivated in order to bo used ? As the senses were created 
to receive images or perceptions of things belonging to the 
external world ; so the reason was created to work upon those 
images or perceptions when received, to correct and modify and 
assort them, to discover the insensible qualities they possess, 
and to penetrate to the laws they obey. Hence it is obvious, 
from our very constitution, that the Deity meant that the 
science of optics should be understood, as much as that the 
sensation of light should be felt; that the atmosphere should 
be analyzed into its different ingredients, and the properties of 
each ingredient determined, as much as that the atmosphere 
itself should be breathed ; and that the laws of life and health 
should be discovered, as much as that we should desire to 
live. 

And in all these exercises of the reason upon the crude mate- 
rials of knowledge, not less than in the acquisition of the 
knowledge itself, there is pleasure. Nature has not constituted 
this portion of the mind upon the principles of utility alone, 
but upon the principles of utility and pleasure combined. How 
intensely have all the great intellectual luminaries of the world 
loved the sciences in which they labored ! and who has ever 
under standingly surveyed any part of the creation of God, 
without bein;; thrilled with delight? 

Is not the course of Nature, then, — which is a lesson given 
by the Creator himself, — full of instruction and wisdom in 
regard to the school-motives which should be brought to bear 
upon children? First, in order to win attention, the objects 
of knowledge should be made attractive, as Nature, by bestow- 
ing upon her objects the pleasing qualities of form and color, 
of motion and sound, makes them attractive. As the powers 
of perception precede the powers of reasoning, in the order of 
development, the sensible qualities of things should first be 
presented to the learner. Afterwards, and when the reasoning 
powers are developed, the profounder relations that exist be- 
tween things, and the laws by which they are governed, 
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should be unfolded to the reason in the same manner in which 
the sensible properties had been exhibited to the senses. In 
this clear light of Nature, too, we see where language should 
come in. Words are but the signs of things, not only use- 
less, but burdensome and pernicious, without a knowledge of 
the things themselves. For all mankind, the course of Nature 
is, things^ and then their names. For a year, and not unfre- 
quentlj for two years, after a child's birth, the Deity forbids 
to it, withholds from it, the use of language. At that period 
of life, so cumbrous and uncertain an instrument as language 
would confuse and bewilder the mind, and divert it from the 
perception of qualities to signs. Tct, during that time, how 
much does a child learn respecting the properties and distances 
and relative positions of the objects about him ! What more 
stupendous folly, then, can be conceived, than to teach children 
to read, without seeing that they understand what they read ; 
to teach them the pauses and emphases and cadences which 
are designed to aid the intellect, and the modulation and tones 
which are expressive of the passions, while they themselves 
receive but little more conscious intelligence or emotion from 
the lesson than do the benches on which they sit ! Still worse 
is it if coarse and harsh appliances are used as substitutes for 
those true and genuine sources of interest which are thus 
withheld. 

But, notwithstanding this original adaptation of the faculties 
for acquiring and using knowledge, it must be conceded that 
there are cases in actual life where the natural tendency of 
the mind to become acquainted with the things around it has 
been marred, and sometimes almost obliterated. As the 
stomach, with its instinctive longings for healthful food, may 
be so abused as to loathe the most appropriate nourishment ; so 
the mind, with its inborn love of knowledge, — which seems to 
be not merely an attraction for knowledge, but a repulsion from 
Ignorance, — may be so abused as to look with disgust at what 
it should have longed for. And this is not uufrequcntly done, 
by parental ignorance or perversity, before the child passes into 
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the hands of the professional teacher. In such a case, the 
teacher may appear to do a vast deal more by stimulating the 
verbal memory of the child, and by giving him the show 
instead of the substance of knowledge, than if he should strive 
to re-animate the apparently dead powers of acquisition and of 
thought. Yet the latter should be done, at whatever seeming 
delay; and the faithful teacher will do it, irrespective of the 
consequences to his own reputation. It is only the unfaithful 
teacher who will adopt the course which will make the child 
appear best at the end of the term, irrespective of his perma- 
nent welfare. 

It was the opinion of Pestalozzi, — that wisest of school- 
masters, — that the children's want of interest in their studies, 
in his day, was almost universally referable to a want of skill 
in those who had charge of them. " There are scarcely any 
circumstances," he says, " in which a want of application in 
children does not proceed from a want of interest ; and there 
are perhaps none under which a want of interest does not 
originate in the mode of treatment adopted by the teacher. I 
would go so far as to lay it down as a rule, that whenever 
children are inattentive, and apparently take no interest in a 
lesson, the teacher should always first look to himself for a 
reason." Undoubtedly, in expressing this opinion, Pestalozzi 
must have referred to permanent teachers only, and not to such 
as keep the same school only for a few weeks, or for a single 
term ; and in many cases, certainly, the parents as well as the 
teacher should be included in the stricture. Yet, if any person 
had a riglit to say this, it was Pestalozzi ; for, however stub- 
born or stupid children had ever been found to be under other 
masters, they became docile and improving under him. But 
every teacher cannot become what Pestalozzi was, with his 
extraordinary natural endowments, and with his life of experi- 
ence, any more than every man can become what Lord Bacon 
or Sir Isaac Newton or Dr. Franklin was. What, then, shall 
be done by such teachers as we have, and are glad to employ? 
Shall they not, as far as possible, imitate him, and, by pursu- 
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iDg similar means, approximate to similar results? Shall they 
not, as he did, determine what they will not do^ as well as 
what they will do? " The motive of fear," says he, " should 
not be made a stimulus to exertion. It will destroy interest, 
and will speedily create disgust. The interest in study is the 
first thing which a teacher should endeavor to excite and keep 
alive." And again, speaking of that class of children who are 
subjected to a mere ^^ mechanical training," and who, therefore, 
need some collateral stimulus to spur them on to study, he 
says, " The common motive by which such a system acts on 
those whose indolence it has conquered is fear. The very 
highest to which it can aspire, in those whose sensibility is 
excited, is ajnbition. 

^' It is obvious," he continues, ^^ that such a system can cal- 
culate only on the lower selfishness of man. To that least 
amiable or estimable part of the human character, it is, and 
always has been, indebted for its best success. Upon the bet^ 
ter feelings of man it turns a deaf ear. 

'^ How is it, then, that motives leading to a course of action 
which is looked upon as mean and despicable, or at best as 
doubtful, when it occurs in life, — how is it that motives of 
that description are thought honorable in education? Why 
should that bias be given to the mind in a school, which, to 
gain the respect or the afiectiou of others, an individual must 
first of all strive to unlearn?^ a bias to which every candid 
mind is a stranger. 

'* I do not wish to speak harshly of ambition, or to reject it 
altogether as a motive. There is, to be sure, a noble ambition, 
— dignified by its object, and distinguished by a deep and 
transcendent interest in that object. But if we consider the 
sort of ambition commonly proposed to the school-boy ; if we 
analyze ' what stuff* 'tis made of, whereof it is born,' — we shall 
find that it has nothing to do with the interest taken in the ob- 
ject of study ; that such an interest frequently does not exist ; 
and that, owing to its being blended with that vilest and mean- 
est of motives, — with fear, — it is by no means raised by the 
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msh to give pleasure to those who propose it ; for a teacher 
who proceeds on a system in which fear and ambition are the 
principal agents must give up his claim to the esteem or affec- 
tion of his pupils. 

^' Motives, like fear or inordinate ambition, may stimulate to 
exertion, intellectual or physical ; but they cannot warm the 
heart. There is not in them that life which makes the heait 
of youth heave with delight of knowledge, with the honest con- 
sciousness of talent, with the honorable wish for distinction, 
with the kindly glow of genuine feeling. Such motives are 
inadequate in their source, and inefficient in their application ; 
for they are nothing to the heart, and ^ out of the heart are the 
issues of life.' " 

In remarking upon school-motives, the use of emulation as 
an incentive to study caunot be overlooked ; and yet I mean 
to abstain, on this occasion, from touching upon the debatable 
ground which it covers. To discuss the subject fully would 
require, not a paragraph merely, but a treatise. In regard to 
the general question, — the expediency of a system of means to 
excite emulation between scholars, ~- there are distinguished 
advocates on both sides ; but it will be my endeavor, at the 
present time, only to elucidate some points, respecting which 
there is, so far as I know, au entire unanimity of abstract 
opinion, though with no inconsiderable diversity in practice. 

May we not expect the assent of all intelligent men to the 
doctrine, that it is the teacher's duty to effect the greatest general 
proficiency of his pupils? It is not the remarkable progress of 
a few scholars, while others remain in a stationary condition, 
or are even retrograding, that is desirable or allowable. The 
spirit of all our institutions coincides herein with the spirit of 
humanity and religion ; all enforcing the duty of succoring 
the destitute, of instructing the ignorant, of elevating the lowly. 
As it would be a violation of the soundest principles of political 
economy to make the rich richer, and the poor poorer ; so it 
would transgress the plainest dictates of republican duty and 
Christian ethics to give knowledge to the learned at the ex- 
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pense of suffering the ignorant to remain in their ignorance. 
To present this idea with arithmetical precision, let us suppose, 
that, in a class of twenty children in one school, the improve- 
ment of ten of them shall he equal to 5 each, or 50 in all ; and 
that of the other ten shall be nothing : so that 50 shall repre- 
sent the improvement of the whole class. In another school, 
suppose a class of the same number, but an improvement of 2^ 
for each of the whole. As in the former case, fifty will be the 
product ; and who will not acknowledge that the greatest good 
has been accomplished in the latter instance ? Who will deny 
that the teacher in the latter case has accomplished a far nobler 
object than in the former? 

When schools are very large, and it is the custom of the 
committee to examine only the first class, or, perhaps, only a part 
of the first class, the temptation to carry forward those who are 
to be examined, even at the expense of neglecting the residue, 
is peculiarly strong ; and it needs all the guards of an active 
conscience in the teacher, and a vigilant superintendence in the 
committee, to prevent it. 

As a spur to emulation, it is not an unfrequent practice to 
make a record, at the end of each recitation, of the number of 
mistakes which eacli scholar may have made. In the great 
majority of instances, so far ns I have witnessed, this record is 
made without any reference to the quality of the mistake com- 
mitted. Yet can any thing be more unjust than to recognize 
no difference between a mistake in fact and a mistake in pritp- 
ciple f lu arithmetic, for instance, one scholar, with llis mind 
intently fixed upon the principle according to which his prob- 
lem is to be wrought, makes a mistake in subtracting or divid- 
ing, and fails, therefore, of arriving at the true answer. Anoth- 
er, regardless of principle, performs the raechauical part of his 
work correctly, but proceeds upon such an erroneous hypothesis 
as will insure error iu every question which comes under the 
same head or rule. In geography, one makes a mistake of a 
few hundreds in the census of a great city ; another does not 
perceive that there is any connection between the great slopes 
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of a continent and the course of its rivers. In history, one 
has forgotten the date of an unimportant event ; anotlicr 
makes Gen. Washington a Frenchman. Yet in these cases, 
or such as these, the mistakes are reckoned numerically ; no 
difference being made between a mistake which a wise man 
might have committed and one wliich stigmatizes its author 
as a dunce. To estimate the demerit of mistakes by number, 
instead of quality, is as rude a way as it would be, in the 
transactions of the bank or the market-place, to receive and 
pay all the various coins of our common currency by tale, 
instead of weight and fineness. 

Again : will it not be conceded by all that the degree of emu- 
lation is excessive which induces scholars to study for recita- 
tion rather than for knowledge f The difference between the 
two modes is great, and it diffuses its consequences over all the 
future life. To learn for the purpose of repeating or reciting 
what is learned at the end of an hour, or of a few hours, sup- 
poses a state of mind entirely different from that which is 
necessary in order to learn the same thing with a view of 
treasuring it up in the mind to be remembered tbrever. The 
mind approaches, surveys, and grasps the subject, in these two 
cases, by modes wholly unlike. If a thing is to be remembered 
only for an hour, there are many auxiliary helps, which are 
useless, and even pernicious, if the object be to insure its reten- 
tion for life. The order in which the lesson stands upon the 
pages of the text-book ; the sequence of paragraphs or sections ; 
the accident of a principle's being stated at the top or the bot- 
tom of a page, on its right hand or on its lefl ; the fact that a 
place in the lesson has been rendered conspicuous to the eye 
by a proper name or a date, — all these and many other acci- 
dental associations may be temporary helps, though they are 
permanent obstructions. They are like the tricks and devices 
of the professors of mnemonics, who, in ten lessons, will teach 
their classes the greatest quantity of things, which, however, 
are like records made upon the beach whence the tide has re- 
ceded, to be washed away by its refluent wave. The pupil 
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who studies for recitation merely, is tempted, all the while, to 
use the artificial memory : the pupil who studies for Imowledge 
will use the philosophic memory only. Knowledge acquired 
hy the artificial method remains only while the arbitrary as- 
sociations on which it is founded remain ; but knowledge ac- 
quired by a perception of philosophic relations, being inwrought 
into the very structure and constitution of the mind, will be 
perpetuated until the happening of such a catastrophe as shall 
shatter to pieces the mind itself; nnd, even then, it will be 
seen shining among the fragments. Who ever heard of a great 
philosopher or jurist or mathematician, — a Franklin, a. Mar- 
shall, or a Bowditch, — whose vast sequences of thought were 
linked together only by the brittle chain of an artificial mem- 
ory? Among the graduates of those institutions of learning 
where emulation is one of the main incentives to study, is it the 
general rule that the scholars who obtain the highest honors of 
the class achieve a corresponding rank in society? On the 
other hand, is it not a fact that the exceptions to the con- 
trary rule hardly amount to a respectable number ? 

Not only is the state of the mind different while studying 
and while reciting, if the only or the main object be to make a 
brilliant recitation, but there is a still greater difference after 
the recitation than before it. If superior rank at recitation be 
the object, then, as soon as that superiority is obtained, the 
spring of desire and of effort for that occasion relaxes. The 
pupil knows that the record, " perfect," set against his mime, 
will stand, whatever fading-out of the lesson there may be 
from his mind. He dismisses, therefore, all thought of the last 
lesson, and concentrates his energies upon the next ; and this 
becomes his history from day to day. Instead of spending an 
extra hour or half-hour in collateral reading, for the purpose of 
fortifying and expanding the views contained in the text-book, 
he spends it for increasing the volubility, or polishing the style, 
of the recitation. But, to the pupil who studies for the sake of 
understanding and retaining the subject-matter of the lesson, 
the recitation is only one of the early stages in the progress of 
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his inyestigations. As he goes abroad, and views the works 
of nature and of art, he revives and applies the principles he has 
learned, until they become so familiar, that they rise spontane- 
ously in the mind on every related occasion. If he reads any 
thing in a book or a newspaper, or hears any thing in conversa- 
tion, involving the same principles, or explicable by them, the 
principles become consciously present to his reflection, until 
frequent repetition, seconded by the ready welcome they always 
receive, domiciliates them in the mind, and enfranchises them 
as members of the household of thought. 

The spirit of the above remarks applies to all cases of study- 
ing for review as well as to studying for recitation. 

Now, that I may avoid, on this occasion, all points of con- 
troversy in regard to the use of emulation in schools, I desire 
only to commend the following rule of practice to teachers : If 
they perceive that the use of emulation as a motive-power 
tends to increase the bulk and showiness of acquisition rather 
than to improve its quality ; if it leads pupils to cultivate a 
memory for words rather than an understanding of things ; 
and if it be found that the knowledge acquired through its in- 
strumentality is short-lived, because it has been acquired for 
the temporary purpose of the recitation or examination rather 
than for usefulness in after-life, — if teachers find all or any of 
these mischiefs resulting from the use of such a motive, they 
should restrict it within such limits as will eflectually avoid 
them. 

But the most serious objection which can be urged against 
this agency is of a moral character. I suppose no one will 
deny that emulation may bo plied to such a degree of inten- 
sity as to incur moral hazards and delinquencies. Addressing 
each teacher on his own ground, whatever that may be, I 
would, with deference, submit to him the following considera- 
tions : If the ol)ie(!t of a pupil be to learn ; if he compares 
himself with himself, which may be called self-emulation, 
and asks whether he knows more to-day than he did yesterday, 
or liKS acquired more during the current term or year than he 
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did daring tho correspond iog part of tlie last term or year ; if 
he has some elevated object before him, which he desires to 
reach, and rejoices in his progress towards it, ^- all this seems 
not only lawful, but laudable. But if the pupil rejoices, not 
because he has acquired so much knowledge, but because, in 
acquiring so much, he has excelled another, and therefore 
would have grieved, even though he had made still greater 
acquisitions than he has, if another had surpassed him ; if he 
indulges a feeling of exultation, not because he has shone, but 
because he has oi^-shone a rival ; if he yields to the temptation 
of disparaging a competitor whom he would not have dispar- 
aged but for the competition, and is uot as prompt to defend 
or justify him as though tho rivalship did not exist between 
them ; if he enjoys his own triumph with a keeuer zest because 
of the mortification of a fellow-aspirant, — iu all and in each 
of these cases, I suppose it will be admitted by every one, that 
the law of Christian, and even of heathen, morality is violated. 
Bishop Butler defines emulation to be ^' the desire and hope of 
equality with or superiority over others with whom we com- 
pare ourselves ; " and he then adds, '^ To desire the attainment 
of this equality or superiority by the particular means of others 
being brought down to our own level, or below it, is, I think, 
the distinct notion of envy." Abstaining, then, from all discus- 
sion of tho general question, I would still say, that wherever 
teachers perceive the above-described consequences, or any of 
them, to be produced by emulation, they should be admonished 
that it has gone too far. 

It is obvious that the question respecting the propriety or the 
impropriety, the justifiableness or tho unjnstifiableuess, of using 
emulation as an incentive to intellectual progress, will be de- 
cided iu different ways by different persons, according to the 
relative rank which they respectively assign to mental as dis- 
tiuguished from moral qualities. Whether talent be admired 
above virtue, or virtue above talent, the weaker affection will 
be sacrificed to the stronger, just as certainly as a parent, whose 
bark is in danger of sinking, will throw his treasures overboard 
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to B&ve his first-born, if the first-born be nearer to his heart 
than his treasures. So, if a teacher desires that his pupil should 
be a great man rather than a good one ; or that he should ac- 
quire wealth rather than esteem ; or that he should master the 
Latin and Greek languages rather than rule his own spirit ; or 
attain to high official preferment rather than love the Lord his 
God with all his heart, and his neighbor as himself, — then he 
will goad him on by the deep-driven spur of emulation, or any 
other motive, until he outstrips his fellows, at whatever peril to 
his moral nature. But if, on the other hand, the teacher 
esteems the greatness of humility above the greatness of 
ambition ; if he prefers mediocrity, or even obscurity, with 
uprightness and independence of soul, to princely fortune or 
regal power without them ; if, in fine, he would see his pupil 
dispensing blessings along the lowliest walks of life rather than 
blazing athwart the sky with a useless splendor, — then he will 
forego the brilliant recitation, the talented essay, the annual 
prize, the college honor, rather than win them by any incentive 
which jeopards honor, veracity, or benevolence. But while 
there is such a practical diversity of opinion in regard to what 
constitutes the highest destination of our nature, even in a 
worldly point of view, we cannot expect a general concurrence 
of opinion as to the influences under which the youthful char- 
acter should be formed. Those who are intent upon ends 
which are so different can hardly agree as to means. A dis- 
cussion, however, of these unsettled questions, in a spirit of 
kindness and candor, may lead to a convergence, if not to a 
coincidence, of opinion. 

Having spoken of the temptations that encompass our chil- 
dren in regard both to the manner and the motive of their 
studies and recitations, I wish to add a few remarks in regard 
to the final examinations of the schools. 

From the moment when the school is opened, it ought to be 
understood that each day is equally a day of preparation for 
the closing visit of the committee. It ought to be understood 
that every absence and every tardiness, every instance of idle- 
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ness and of inattention, is so much of time or of effort with- 
drawn from that preparation. At all times, by everj means, 
in every form, the expectation is to be extinguished, the idea is 
to be annihilated, that especial preparation, as the school draws 
towards its close, on a few pages or a few lessons, can atone 
for or conceal any want of studiouuness or of regularity as 
the term advances. Every pupil should be made clearly to 
see, and deeply to feel, that his fortune is in his own hands ; 
that the responsibility of his future appearance rests upon him- 
self; that no arts or devices are to be made use of, either to 
conceal his ignorance or to display his knowledge ; that his 
mind will be submitted for inspection, not on its bright side 
only, but on all sides ; and that it will be useless for Iiim to 
expect to shine on that occasion, with only a radiant beam of 
light thrown across it here and there, while wide intervals of 
darkness lie between. Above all, will the teacher who wishes 
to keep the moral character of his scholars pure and stainless 
beware of encouraging or of tolerating any imposition upon 
the committee. He will not turn the last few days of the 
school into seasons of rehearsal for the examination. He will 
not indicate lessons or pages or questions that are to be spe- 
ciiilly conned for the occasion. To be guilty of any such 
artifice, with a view to make the school appear better than it 
is, is to corrupt the minds of his pupils. To the conscientious 
teacher, the formation of such a conspiracy, whether tacit or 
express, between himself and his pupils, will be the abominable 
thing which his soul hateth. It is true, that strong temptations 
may beset a teacher, and solicit him to deviate from the course 
of rectitude by an unfair preparation of his school. All laud- 
able and honorable motives unite with the dictates of self- 
interest to make him desire the approval of the committee, and 
of his employers generally ; and, what is more, such fraudulent 
preparations have not been uncommon in former times, so that 
precedent can be pleaded for them. It is well known, that, a 
few years ago, some teachers used to cast the parts, among 
their scholars, as much as they were ever cast in a play. The 
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scholars committed the portions assigned them to memory. 
The committee and parents attended, and listened, with appar- 
ent delight, to recitations which proceeded with such volubility, 
that answers were often given before the questions were put. 
And, when the day was over, all parties — teacher, committee, 
parents, and children — congratulated each other upon the 
success and brilliancy of the farce. Were such a course so 
common as to be understood to mean nothing, much of its mis- 
chief would be taken away. But, at the present day, it is not 
80. Universally, an examination is now understood to be an 
assaying of the value of the school. All, therefore, who are 
now guilty of any couuterfeiting of the image and superscrip- 
tion of knowledge, like other counterfeiters, conceal it if they 
can. Hence, any one who ventures upon such a course now is 
a teacher of evil, and not of good. Standing before his charge 
in the sacred character of a moral guide, he guides to immo- 
rality. Considering the immaturity of the children, and the 
deference with which they naturally look up to him, he is not 
so much the accomplice in a fraud, as the originator and insti- 
gator of it. By presenting the alluring side of wrong to 
unsophisticated minds, he creates, rather than connives at, its 
commission ; and, by one such practical example, he neutralizes 
a volume of formal moralizing. Few things in a teacher's 
conduct furnish a more fair or a more certain test of the 
question, whether he has a lively and sensitive conscience, or 
has no standard of duty higher than mere conventional rules 
and observances. 

It is in the power of the school-committee to uphold and to 
perpetuate this loss to the minds and this demoralization of 
the hearts of pupils, or at once and utterly to annul it. If, 
when visiting the school for the first time, they announce that 
they shall themselves conduct the closing examination ; that, 
however much or however little ground the classes may 
undertake to cultivate, they will be liable to be taken to any 
part of that ground, to show in what condition they have left 
it ; and that they will be examined on the subject rather than 
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on the book, — if this be done, the pupils will study throughout 
the whole term with a very different object in their minds 
from what they would otherwise do. They will perceive at 
once, that if they devote special attention to a few lessons, or to 
a few sections, to the neglect of the rest, the neglected portions 
may be the very ones on which they will be questioned ; and 
that the probability of their being taken up on a less prepared 
part will be in the ratio of the extent of that part. Such a 
course, too, will furnish a teacher with one of the most pal- 
pable arguments in favor of the steady, persevering applicatioa 
of his pupil? 

At the examination, every thing, as far as possible, should 
be rescued from the dominion of chance. No pupil should feel 
that he can escape by what is called good luck, or suffer by 
bad. Hence examinations by written or printed questions 
are better than by oral ; for, in such case, the question can be 
put to all ; and a comparison of the different answers will be 
an impartial test of relative attainments. In arithmetic, the 
identical questions contained in the text-book should not be 
put, but equivalent ones. As grammar pertains to language, 
there is a special propriety in requiring answers to be given in 
writing, in order to determine whether a pupil who can parse 
glibly, and cite all the rules, can write any better English than 
one who has never opened a grammatical text-book. When 
proficiency in hand- writing is made one of the testa or titles 
for deserving rank or rewards, i^ is alleged that some children 
begin their copy-books by writing a few pages in a style in- 
ferior to their ability, for the dishonest purpose of appearing to 
have made more rapid improvement during the term than they 
really have done. To prevent this, some committees have 
adopted the expedient of providing themselves with one or 
more specimen-books for each school, in which all the writers 
are required to write at the end of the term. This specimen 
is then compared with the specimens of the preceding year ; 
and the real progress of the writer is determined by the com- 
parison. In this case, no inferior specimen can be prepared as 
a foil to set off its fellow. 
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In deprecating the devices and stratagems of tlie pupils against 
their teacher, wo should bo. no less earnest in deprecating all 
devices and stratagems of the teacher against the pupils. There 
should be no arts to entrap on his side, any more than arts to 
evade on theirs. He should practise the utmost vigilance ; 
but vigilance is as opposite to circumvention as a friendly visit 
to ask for an explanation is to eaves-dropping. Let the teach- 
er, then, never descend to sly watchings or insidious question- 
ings ; but let his countenance, his manner, and his language 
bespeak frankness in himself, and confidence in his pupils. 
The atmosphere between him and them should Jbe sunny and 
genial, unclouded by suspicion, and unchilled by distrust. 
Were it always sunlight, there would be no thievish owls nor 
felon foxes. As like begets like, confidence or unworthy sus- 
picion in the teacher will beget confidence or unworthy sus- 
picion in the school. 

It is sometimes tauntingly asked by the opponents of our 
common-school system, why this boasted institution does not 
yield more abundant harvests of virtue ; why the young men 
and the young women who come from our public schools are 
not nobler specimens of whatever is pure in feeling, and exem- 
plary in conduct. I feel no disposition to retort upon such sin- 
ister inquirers by asking the question, what they themselves 
have ever done to elevate these schools to a condition from 
which purer infiuenccs might be expected to flow. But another 
inquiry will answer their inquiry, and dispel the ominous 
doubtings which it suggests. Let this startling question then 
be first answered. What is the relative amount of time and 
attention demoted to the moral culture of our children iu 
school as compared with that which is devoted to the intellect? 
Follow the routine exercises of our schools for a single terra ; 
or, rather, take a broad survey of the whole course of instruc- 
tion, from the day when the little child first crosses the thresb- 
old of the schoolhouse, to the day when, on the verge of 
manhood or womanhood, the young man and the young woman 
bid it farewell to enter upon some of the varied duties of life. 
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What innumerable lessons have been set I how many recita- 
tions have been performed ! what a graduated series of books 
has been read, for the purpose of leading the young mind 
upward, step by step, along the ascent of knowledge ! what 
questionings, and repetitions of questionings, to the hundredth 
time ! and what reviews, and reviewing of things reviewed I 
But, on the other hand, how comparatively sterile of instruc- 
tion has all this course of years been in the duties of children 
to each other ; in the mutual duties of brothers and sisters ; in 
filial duties ; in the duties of the talented towards those less 
highly endowed by Nature ; of those who are well-clad towards 
those who are clad in the homely garb of poverty ; of the 
well-formed towards the deformed, or the sufferers under any 
physical privation ; and, indeed, in that vast range of civil and 
social duties which awaits each one of them in after-life ; and 
of the duty of love to their heavenly Father, and of obedience 
to his laws ! What has been said against the passions of pride 
and cupidity, and envy and revenge? What expositions have 
been made of the inherent detestableness of profaneness and 
obscenity and falsehood? or of the retinue of calamities that 
come in the train of intemperance and gaming? Has arith- 
metic been so taught as to show the folly of buying lottery- 
tickets as a means of obtaining wealth ? In teaching grammar, 
has a reference to the grammatical blunders and solecisms of 
the ignorant been accompanied by such humane and benevo- 
lent inculcations as will inspire all the learners with a desire 
to seek out ignorance, and to enlighten it? or have the errors 
of unavoidable ignorance been so ridiculed and contemned, 
that all the class will be led to vie with each other in jeering 
at the unfortunately and innocently ignorant wherever thej 
may meet them? In teaching history, have the criminality of 
nine-tenths of all the wars ever waged, and the unspeakable 
sufferings they have inflicted upon mankind, been portrayed? 
or, on the other hand, have victorious armies and blood-stained 
conquerors been held up as objects of admiration? Who can 
rejoice at the proficiency of the children in their studies, if, 



REPORT FOR 1845. 95 

when the school is dismissed, the older ones gather themselves 
hastily into some comer to draw a lottery, though it should 
involve only the value of a knife or a pencil-case? or if the 
younger ones are seen to leap the fences, and to explore woods 
and fields, that they may rob birds' nests? or if those of any 
age trespass upon the neighboring orchards to purloin fruit? 
Are our children taught in school the duty of restoring lost 
articles which they may have found ? or the infamousness of 
cheating the post-office by sending concealed letters, or substi- 
tutes for letters ? or the iniquity of adulterating commodities 
for sale, or of defrauding in weight or measure? or the cruelty 
and sinfulness of detraction and slander? Where these things 
are neglected, the children may be well trained in reading and 
writing and arithmetic ; but they are not trained in the way 
they should go. Such children may make powerful or crafty 
or worldly-prosperous men ; but they will not become men 
of unspotted and stainless lives ; they are not preparing them- 
selves to do as they would be done by ; they are not learning 
to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God.* 

There is another fact which deepens and aggravates, to an 
alarming extent, the evil here spoken of. I refer to the mode 
often used in imparting even the pittance of moral instruction 
that is given. 

Since the time of Pestalozzi, there has been scarcely any 
difference of opinion among the leading educators of Europe 
or America as to the true and philosophical method of instruc- 
tion. With one consent, their decision is in favor of the 
exhibUory^ eocplanatoryy and inductive method. This method is 
the opposite o^the dogmatic. The latter method consists in 

* Daring the last year, while I was passing by a school, the children came out 
to take tlieir forenoon recess. They were boys, in appearance, between eight and 
ten or eleven years of age. As they rushed into the street, one of tlie largest 
boys turned, and cried out, '* Now let's play robber I " Whereupon he drew a pine 
dagger from under his coat, seized one of his fellows, and exclaimed, " Your 
money, or your life I '' Tliis scene, tlius enacted in sport, was doubtless drawn 
from some of the novels of the day, whose guilty authors receive the patronage, if 
Dot the homage, of 80ciety ; while the comparatively innocent felon, who only steals 
a hor^e or bums a house, is seuteuoed to the penitentiary. Was that school doing 
its duty, or building up ctiaracter oAer a Christian model? 
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laying down abstract rules, formulas, or theorems, in a posi- 
tive, authoritative manner, and requiring the forms of words in 
which the abstractions are expressed to be committed to mem- 
ory. Of course, the principle embodied in these forms of 
words is to be received by the learner whether he understands 
it or not, and without any inquiry on his part whether it be 
true or false. But, on the Pestalozzian method, nothing which 
lies beyond the reach of intuition is asserted without being 
explained. If a complex idea is affirmed, it is analyzed into 
ita elements : if an abstruse one is introduced, it is illustrated, 
if practio-able, by some sensible object ; if not susceptible of 
illuBti*ation by any sensible object, some anecdote or narrative 
is related, or some combination of* circumstances supposed, 
which will make it intelligible. When the subject-matter will 
admit, there is an actual exhibition of the thing spoken of. If 
the thing spoken of cannot be exhibited, there is explanation, 
founded on the exhibition of some' analogous thing. Should 
the lesson refer to any common or simple substance, a specimen 
is exhibited, — as in the case of minerals, metals, fruits, man- 
ufactures, and so forth. To a child who has never seen a 
mountain, a hill is made a unit of measure for explaining the 
mountain*s height and extent. So of a brook, to one who has 
never seen a river ; and of a pond, to one who has never seen 
a lake or an ocean. If a centaur or sphinx or mermaid be 
referred to, the teacher draws the likeness of one upon the 
blackboard, or exhibits an engraving. In case of a complex 
object, as a machine, a ship, a fort, or an Indian pagoda, some 
miniature model, or, at least, some pictorial representation, is 
produced, and made the basis, or framework, o^he conceptions 
that are to be founded upon it, or collocated around it. When 
the thing to be taught is not an object of the senses, but of the 
mind only, and especially when the thing lies remote from 
elements, or first principles, this method requires that the 
learner's mind should be conducted through all the interme- 
diate stages of progress, until it arrives at the point where the 
complex or abstract idea can be understood ; and then, and not 
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till then, that it should be brought forward. In fine, this 
method requires that individuals sliould be introduced before 
species, species before genera, and so forth. But the dogmatic 
method begins with the most comprehensive generalizations, 
and runs the risk of the pupil's obtaining any knowledge 
of particulars afterwards. In the one case, the learner is 
expected to receive blindly what is dictated to him ; while the 
other method exhibits, explains, illustrates, exemplifies, and 
educes, and then submits the whole to the learner's intelligence, 
to be received or discarded. 

After this statement of the points of distinction between the 
Pestalozzian and the dogmatic method, it would be only an 
illustration of the former were an example of each to be given. 
Suppose, then, a foreign gentleman should send his sou to Bos- 
ton, under the care of a tutor, in order that he might become 
acquainted with the city and its vicinity, and learn something 
of its public works, its institutions, and its distingubhed men. 
According to the dogmatic method, when the strangers should 
have arrived and taken their lodgings, the tutor would obtain 
a guide-book for his pupil. In a series of lessons, he would see 
that the peninsular shape, the territorial extent, the statistics 
of population, commerce, education, and so forth, were well 
studied and recited. The boundaries of the city — Charles 
River on the north, the ocean on the east, and the interior on 
the south and west — would be learned. The pupil would be 
taught to name the principal streets, bridges, and railroads, 
probably in an alphabetical order, until they could be volubly 
repeated. A directory would be put into his hands, with a 
mark against the names of the men whose distinction entitled 
them to a place in his memory. He would be told, that, in the 
city or its vicinity, there are an Asylum for the Insane, an In- 
stitution for the Blind, a Navy Yard, Bunker-hill Monument, 
Dorchester Heights, Lexington and Concord battle-grounds, 
and so forth. These facts, and such as these, would be depos- 
ited in the memory, reviewed and rehearsed, until they could 
all be called up at will ; and then the parties would re-embark, 
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congratnlating themselves that the object of their miBsion 
had been successfully accomplished. This is the dogmatic 
method. 

On the other hand, suppose the tutor to instruct his pupil 
on the exhibitory, explanatory, and inductive plan. For the 
first lesson, he takes him to the dome of the State House, — the 
highest point in the metropolis, and one which commands 
the splendid panorama of the city and its suburbs. There, be- 
fore a single object is pointed out, before a single glance at the 
broad and varied scene is allowed, the points of the compass 
are determined. If the sun be visible, this is done by an obser- 
vation, consisting of but two elements, — the position of the sun, 
and the hour of the day. First a general survey is allowed, 
in order to impress the mind with a general conception of out- 
line and extent. This is in analogy to that summary descrip- 
tion of the jaature, the advantages, and the pleasures of a study, 
which a teacher should always give to his class when a new 
branch is introduced. Then a single class of objects is selected 
for attention, — suppose it to be the public buildings ; and, as 
the one from whose observatory they are looking is the central 
point from which the bearings and distances of all the rest are 
to be estimated, it is first considered. Then the other great 
public edifices or structures are taken in their order, — the 
Quincy Market, the public buildings at South Boston, the 
Blind Institution, the Colleges, the Hospitals, Bunker-hill 
Monument, the Navy Yard, the lighthouses and forts in the 
harbor. When the most interesting of this class of objects are 
completed, — after such reflections and explanations, and, per- 
haps, pencillings, as may be deemed necessary, — the eye is 
withdrawn from the whole ; the parties retire ; and the pupil is 
required to reproduce horn his recollection, in the form of a 
map, all the objects he has examined, with their apparent dis- 
tances, positions, and so forth. In succeeding lessons, given 
from the same elevated point, other objects and neighboring 
towns are pointed out. Here the telescope is used. The 
bridges, and the six lines of railroads radiating from the city, 
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tovrards the soath, west, and north, are designated. After 
every lesson, a map of objects or localities is prepared, both 
for the purpose of determining the accuracy of the impression 
carried away, and of deepening it in the mind. After such 
minuteness of detail as circumstances will allow, the same 
objects are visited and inspected ; and their history, administra^ 
tion, amount of success or causes of failure, and so forth, 
learned. The streets are learned by passing through them ; 
the schools, by visiting and questioning them ; the state of com- 
merce and merchandise, from the wharves, the custom-house, 
and the depositories ; the manufactories, by the amount and 
the quality of their fabrics ; the distinguished men, by intro- 
duction, conversation, and personal intimacy ; and historical 
events, not merely by reading the narrative, but by visiting the 
scenes where they occurred. Such is an inadequate represen- 
tation of what may be called the Pestalozzian method of 
instruction. Which of the two methods is most conducive to 
an understanding of the subject, it is not difficult to decide. 

Now, it is but a few years since the dogmatic method whs 
the one almost universally practised in our schoob in regard 
to intellectnal instruction. Arithmetic was taught without oral 
exercises or the blackboard ; geography, without globes, maps, 
or map-drawing ; grammar, by the endless repetitions of gov- 
ernment and agreement^ mood and tense, gender, number, and 
case, — the children asseveratiug ten thousand times the re- 
markable facts that he is masculine, she feminine, and ii neu- 
ter ; that one is in the singular number, two^ ihree^foury and all 
the rest, in the plural, and so forth. But such a change has 
taken place in this respect, that, at the present time, there is not 
one of our first class of schools where the principles of arithmetic 
are not explained ; where words are not defined, and the mean- 
ing of the author paraphrased ; poetry turned into prose ; maps 
drawn; orthographical and grammatical exercises t(;n^en ; and, 
generally, the thing itself sought for and understood, instead of 
a mere babbling from memory of the words in which it is ex- 
pressed. But, in regard to moral subjects, I fear the dogmatic 
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method still remaios, — precepts, rules, abstruse principles, 
mere formulas of speech, — without specification, without ex- 
pansion, without illustration, without the living, glowing, inspir- 
ing spirit. Suppose, in arithmetical proportion, the teacher 
should tell the pupil that, ^' as the first term is to the second, 
so is the third to the answer," and should there stop. Would 
the pupil ever know how to work a sum in the rule of three ? 
But the moral lesson, '* Do as you would be done unto," is pre- 
cisely analogous to the arithmetical one, if it stops with the 
general injunction. The latter needs exemplification, by in- 
stances, as much as the former, and would profit as much by it. 
Yet, under this head in the arithmetic, a hundred examples will 
be given ; under the moral axiom, not one. I cannot see why 
it is not as absurd to give a moral rule to a child, without exam- 
ples under it, as it is to give an arithmetical rule, without ex- 
amples under that; and, if questions pertaining to business are 
selected in the one case, why should not questions pertaining 
to' duty be selected in the other? Suppose the teacher of a 
normal school should prescribe, as a rule to the future teachers, 
^^ Train up a child in the way he should go,'* and should there 
leave them, without giving them any specific instructions as to 
what that way is, and by what means children can be trained 
— that is, accustomed — to walk in it. How easy it would be 
to make accomplished teachers, if such a precept, comprehen- 
sive and perfect as the principle of it is, were all that is neces- 
sary ! But such a rule requires years of exemplification and 
practice : it requires years of reading, refiection, and consulta- 
tion with masters of the art. Under the rule, to do as we 
would be done unto, a thousand instances, taken from the 
play-ground, the schoolroom, the domestic fireside, the pleas- 
ure-party, the shop, the counting-room, should be given. Under 
the rule, to love our neighbors as ourselves, the illustrations 
may be as numerous as all the interests and wants of life. 
How varied are those rights of property which come within 
the protection of the command, ^' Thou shalt not steal ; " and 
those rights of character and of reputation that are embraced 
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ffithin the spirit of the prohibition, ^' Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbor " ! Are these things of less con- 
sequence than the frivolous discussions whether a and an and 
the are articles or adjectives ? Are tliese momentous subjects, 
with all their finite and infinite bearings, to be postponed in 
order that we may have time to teach children not to spell 
labor and honor with the letter u, or public and mtuic with 
the letter k; or when to reduplicate the final consonants of 
primitive words, and when not? How can a child be led to 
love the Lord his God with all his heart, unless, in the first 
place, lie has a heart which has been trained to love what is 
good ; and, in the second place, unless some of those glorious 
attributes of his Maker which are fitted to excite his love are 
unfolded to his perceptions? How can a child love God while 
he knows nothing of him but the name, and has perhaps heard 
that name spoken more frequently in profaneness or blasphemy 
than in reverence ? Is it of more consequence for a child to 
know the specks of islands in the Indian or Pacific Oceans than 
it is to know the reason why he is taught to say that God is 
good, and that his tender mercies are over all his works? Is 
it more important that a child should be taught the anomalies 
of our arbitrary language than that he should be instructed in 
the beneficence of his heavenly Father, who has created the 
sun for his warmth and light, and tlie earth for his dwelling- 
place ; who robes Nature in beautiful colors for the gratifica- 
tion of his eye, and surrounds him with an atmosphere wliich 
18 an uudecaying medium of communication with liis friends, 
and, like a vast instrument of music, is forever ready to bo 
played upon for the delight of his ear ; whose skill and power 
are made known in the formation of his body, and whose 
bounty in the abundance that sustains it; whose munificence 
in the bestowment of his faculties, with their adaptations to 
happiness ; and who has given him, in the words and life of 
the Saviour, a perfect rule and a perfect example ? If there be 
nothing in orthography or etymology or syntax of superior 
value to an upright life, or better becoming an immortal being 
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than devout feeliags towards his Maker, why should the former 
be allowed to dispossess the latter, and usurp their place ? 

The natural conscience needs training in order to discern 
the distinctions between right and wrong, in the same manner 
that the intellect needs training in regard to addition and sub- 
traction, or substantive and verb, or latitude and longitude, 
or republics and monarchies. No man, then, has any right to 
oppose our system of common schools because the children 
who come from them are not as honest as they are intelligent, 
and as benevolent as they are sagacious, until our teachers are 
as competent and as faithful in teaching their pupils humanity 
and morality, and in training them to the practice of the social 
virtues, as they are in teaching them the common branches of 
study, and in training them for the business of life. When 
the voice of public opinion shall imperatively demand as high 
a degree of culture for the moral as for the intellectual nature, 
and teachers shall bestow it, all opposition to our schools will 
be destroyed ; for the opponents themselves will be reformed 
into advocates. 

The unexpected length to which this Report has already ex- 
tended admonishes me to bring it to a close ; although, in so 
doing, I am obliged to omit other and kindred topics, to which 
I would gladly advert. Instead of generalizing on the subject 
of morals, or vainly attempting to embellish their inherent 
beauty and loveliness, I have preferred to set forth in the pre- 
ceding page's, with some minuteness and detail, the principal 
dangers to which our children are exposed as they are passing 
through our schools ; and I have endeavored to help the con- 
scientious teacher in the discharge of his duties to those chil- 
dren by setting up a few way-marks and beacons along their 
perilous path. This, however, is a subject heretofore uninves- 
tigated, so far as. I know, by any writer on education. Like 
other pioneers, I must, doubtless, have made a very imperfect 
survey of the extensive field I have entered, — all the more im- 
perfect because it is so extensive. But I devoutly hope that 
what has now been said may prove sufficient to incite others 
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to make more complete explorations, until every precipice and 
pitfall that besets the pathway of the rising generation in their 
common pursuit of knowledge may be not only discovered, 
but surmounted with warning signals too conspicuous to be 
unnoticed. 

Directly and indirectly, the influences of the Board of Edu- 
cation have been the means of increasing, to a great extent, the 
amount of religious instruction given in our schools. Moral 
training, or the application of religious principles to the duties 
of life, should be its inseparable accompaniment. No commu- 
nity can long subsist, unless it has religious principle as the 
foundation of moral action, nor unless it has moral action as 
the superstructure of religious principle. Not at present, any 
more than in the days of the Jewish theocracy, does the 
strength of a nation consist in the number of its horsemen, or 
its chariots, or its mighty men of valor, but in those who fear 
the Lord, and work righteousness. 

Travellers inform us, that, in some of the vast deserts of 
the Eastern continent, the course of the wayfarers across the 
trackless waste is marked by the bleaching bones of mighty 
caravans that had perished on their way in traversing the 
desolate expanse. Spread out upon the arid sands, or heaped 
in mounds, these relics of the dead give warning of the dangers 
by which they had been overwhelmed. The pilgrim troop 
or merchant company, as they pass along, and behold these 
eloquent memorials of others' fate, are admonished to press on 
with vigor, that they may reach the place of safety. Even 
thus, along the track of time, for thousands of years, do historic 
memorials — like vast monumental piles upon the right hand 
and upon the left — make known to us the causes of the 
decline and fall of ancient and of modern republics. They fell 
through the ignorance and debasement of the people tliat com- 
posed them. But for these, Greece, having revivified her spirit 
by the genius of Christianity, and turned her Pantheon into a 
temple of the living and true God, might, to this day, have 
spread far more than her ancient happiness and splendor over 
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those beautiful regions where now the Mahommedan bears 
sway ; and, but for these, Rome might have adopted the prin- 
ciples of that purer faith which was preached to her by the 
Apostle to the Gentiles, and saved the world from the thousand 
years of unspeakable horrors which the dark ages inflicted 
upon it. Happy will our young Bepablic be, if, forewarned by 
the perdition of others, she avoids their fate by avoiding the 
causes that incurred it. 
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Gentlsmbn, — 

To write a history of popular educadon in Massachusetts 
would be a work of great interest, and of little difficulty. Such 
a history, however, seems not to have been contemplated, and, 
therefore, would not be warranted, by those resolves of the 
legislature under which the following pages are prepared. The 
resolves provide only for '' the republication of so much of his 
(the late Secretary's) Tenth Annual Report, as, with the requi- 
site additions and alterations, will exhibit a just and correct 
view of the common-school system of Massachusetts, and the 
provisions of law relating to it.* An adequate idea of this 
^^ system," however, can hardly be obtained without a brief 
reference to its origin, and to those great fundamental princi- 
ples which its authors and supporters seem rather to have 
tacitly assumed than to have fully expounded. 

The Pilgrim Fathers who colonized Massachusetts Bay made 
a bolder innovation upon all pre-existing policy and usages 
than the world had ever known since the commencement of the 
Christian era. They adopted special and costly means to train 
up the whole body of the people to industry, to intelligence, to 
virtue, and to independent thought. Tlie first entry in the 
public record-book of the town of Boston bears date, ^^ 1634, 
7th month, day 1." The records of the public meetings for the 
residue of that year pertain to those obvious necessities that 

* The provisions of law are omitted in tbi« volume. 
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claimed the immediate attention of an infant settlement. Bat 
in the transactions of a public meeting, held on the 13th day 
of April, 1635, the following entry is found : " Likewise it was 
then generally agreed upon, that our brother Philemon Pur- 
mont [or Pnrment] shall be intreated to become scholemaster 
for the teaching and nourtering of children with us.'* Mr. 
Purmont was not expected to render his services gratuitously. 
Doubtless he received fees from parents ; but the same records 
show, that a tract of thirty acres of land, at Muddy River, 
was assigned to him ; and this grant, two years afterwards, was 
publicly confirmed. About the same time, an assignment 
was made of a ^^ garden plott to Mr. Daniel Maude, schoole- 
master, upon the condition of building thereon, if neede be." 
From this time forward, these golden threads ai*e thickly in- 
woven in the texture of all the public records of Boston. 

It is not unworthy of remark, that a word of beautiful sig- 
nificance, which is found' in the first record on the subject of 
schools ever made on this continent, has now fallen wholly out 
of use. Mr. Purmont was entreated to become a '* scholemas- 
ter," not merely for the " teaching," but for the " nourtering " 
of children. If, as is supposed, this word, now obsolete in this 
connection, implied the disposition and the power on the part 
of the teacher, as far as such an object can be accomplished by 
human instrumentality, to warm into birth, to foster into strength, 
and to advance into precedence and predominance, all kindly 
sympathies towards men, all elevated thoughts respecting the 
duties and the destiny of life, and a supreme reverence for the 
character and attributes of the Creator, then how many teach- 
ers have since been employed who have not nourished the 
children committed to their care I 

In 1642, the General Court of the colony, by a public* act, 
enjoined upon the municipal authorities the duty of seeing that 
every child within their respective jurisdictions should be edu- 
cated. Nor was the education which they contemplated either 
narrow or superficial. By the terms of the act, the selectmen 
of every town were required to " have a vigilant eye over their 
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brethren and neighbors, — to see first that none of them shall 
suffer so much barbarism in any of their families, as not to en- 
deavor to teach, by themselves or others, their children and 
apprentices, so much learning as may enable them perfectly to 
read the English tongue, and [obtain a] knowledge of the capi- 
tal laws ; upon penalty of twenty shillings for each neglect 
therein." 

Such was the idea of " barbarism " entertained by the colo- 
nists of Massachusetts Bay more than two centuries ago. 
Tried by this standard, even at the present day, the regions of 
civilization become exceedingly narrow ; and many a man 
who now blindly glories in the name and in the prerogatives of 
a republican citizen would, according to the better ideas of the 
Pilgrim Fathers, be known only as the " barbarian " father of 
*' barbarian " children. 

The same act further required that religious instruction 
should be given to all children ; and also ^* that all parents 
and masters do breed and bring up their children and appren- 
tices in some honest, lawful calling, labor, or employment, 
either in husbandry or some other trade profitable for them- 
selves and the Commonwealth, if they will not or can not train 
them up in learning to fit them for higher employments." 

Thus were recognized and embodied in a public statute the 
highest principles of political economy and of social well-being, 
the universal education of children, and the prevention of 
drones or non-producers among men. 

By the same statute, the selectmen and magistrates were em- 
powered to take children and servants from the custody of those 
parents and masters, who, " after admonition," *' were still 
negligent of their duty in the particulars above mentioned," 
and to bind them out to such masters as they should deem 
worthy to supply the place of the unnatural parent, — boys 
until the age of twenty-one, and girls until that of eighteen. 

The law of 1642 enjoined universal education ; but it did not 
make education /rcc, nor did it impose any penalty upon mu- 
nicipal corporations for neglecting to maintain a school. The 
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spirit of the law, liowever, worked energetically in the hearts 
of the people ; for in Gov. Winthrop's Journal (" History of 
New England," vol. ii. p. 215, Savage's edition), under date 
of 1645, we find the following : " Divers free schools were 
erected, as at Roxbury (for maintenance whereof every inhabit- 
ant bound some house or land for a yearly allowance forever) 
and at Boston, where they made an order to allow fifty pounds 
to the master, and an house and thirty pounds to an usher, who 
should also teach to read and write and cipher, and Indians' 
children were to be taught freely, and the charge to be by 
yearly contribution, either by voluntary allowance, or by rate 
of such as refused, &c. ; and this order was confirmed by the 
Greneral Court. Other towns did the like, providing mainte- 
nance by several means." 

It is probable, however, that some towns, owing to the 
sparseness of their population and the scantiness of their re- 
sources, found all the moneys in their treasury too little to pay 
the salary of a master ; and surrounded by dangers, as they 
were, from the ferocity of the aborigines and the inclemency 
of the climate, believed that not an eye could be spared from 
watching nor a hand from labor, even for so sacred a purpose 
as that of instruction ; and therefore failed to sustain a school 
for the teaching and " uourtering " of their children. But, in 
all these privations and disabilities, the government of the col- 
ony saw no adequate excuse for neglecting the one thing need- 
ful. They saw and felt, that " if learning were to be buried in 
the graves of their forefathers, in Church and Commonwealth," 
then they had escaped from the house of bondage, and swum an 
ocean, and braved the terrors of the wilderness, in vain. In the 
year 1647, therefore, a law was passed making the support of 
schools compulsory, and education both universal and free. 

By this law, every town containing fifty householders was 
required to appoint a teacher ^' to teach all such children as 
shall resort to him to write and read ; " and every town con- 
taining one hundred families or householders was required to 
*^ set up a grammar school," whose master should be '^ able 
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to instruct youth so far as they may be fitted for the univer- 
sity." 

The penalty for non-compliance with the above requirements 
was five pounds per annum. In 1671, the pcuaUy was in- 
creased to ten pounds ])er annum; in 1683, to twenty pounds; 
and in 1718, to thirty pounds for every town containing one 
hundred and fifty families ; to forty pounds for every town 
containing two hundred families ; and so on, pro rata, for towns 
containing two hundred and fifty or three hundred families. 
The penalty was increased from time to time, to correspond 
with the increasing wealth of the towns. All forfeitures were 
appropriated to the maintenance of public schools.* 

It is common to say that the act of 1647 laid the foundaHon 
of our present system of free schools ; but the truth is, it 
not only laid the foundation of the present system, but, in some 
particulars, it laid a far broader foundation than has since been 

* It is well known, that, in the dearth of the precious metals which prevailed 
amonjj^ the early settlers of Massachusetts, the colonial and provincial government* 
made various kinds of grain, — wheat, rye, barley, Indian corn, &c.,*— with sev- 
eral other commodities, a Icj^iU tender in payment of d^bts, and received them for 
taxes. In our early lc•gi^(lation and history, these were called ** country pay." 
From time to time, the law determined the value of the bu«hcl, or nnit, of each 
kind of product. On an examination of twenty such determinations of value, 
made from 1042 to 1(304 inclusive, I tind that Indian corn was rated at A'om one 
shilling and two pence a bushul to three shillings and six pence; and that the 
average for this whole period was, within a very slight fraction, two shillings and 
ten pence n bushel. 

Allowing six persons to u family, a town of three hundred families would con- 
tain a population of eighteen hundred. 

To pay a tine of sixty pound:*, therefore, to which such a town would be liable bj 
one of the laws al>ovc referred to, if paid in Indian corn, at the average of the 
prices which prevailed from 1642 to 1004, would require four hundred and twcntj- 
three bushels. 

The rates of labor, as ordained by the colonial government, show, in a still more 
•triking manner, how heavily the towns were mulcted for neglecting to support 
schools. 

Under date of Sept. 30, 1630, " It is ordered, that laborers shall not take aboue 
12d a day for their work and not aboue 6d and meate and drink under peine of 
10s; noe master carpenter, mason, Joyner or bricklayer, shall take aboue lAd a day 
for their worke, if they have meate and drink, — and the second sort not aboue 
12d a day under puyne of 10s both to giuer and receauer." 

At these rates, it would take a laborer (having board) four hundred and eighty 
days to pay a fine of one pound. The penalty imposed upon towns, by the law of 
IM7, for not maintaining a free school, Was five oounda, <- equivalent, at the above 
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built Upon, Riid reared a far higher snperstrnctnrc thnn Iiaa since 
been sustained. Modern times have wiinessod great improve- 
inents in the methods of instruction, and in the motives of dis- 
cipline ; but, in some respects, the ancient foundation has beeu 
narrowed, and tite ancient superstructure lowered. The term 
*' grammar school," in the old laws, always meant a school 
where the ancient languages were taught, and where youth 
could be " filled for the university-" Every town coutaining 
one hundred families or householders was required to keep 
such a school. Were such a law in force at the present time, 
there are not more ihan twelve towns in the Comraonwealtb 
which would be exempt from its requisitions. But the term 
" grammar school " hna wholly lost its original meaning; and 
the number of towns and cities which are now required by law 
to maintain a school where the Greek and Latin languages are 
taught, and where youth can be fitted for college, does not 
exceed thirty. The contrast between our nnce.'tors and our- 
selves in this respect is most liiimilialing. Their meaonOBs 
in wcaltli was more than compensated by their grandeur of 

BOul. 

The institution of a free-sehool system on so broad a basis, 
and of such ample proportions, appears still more remarkable 
when we consider the period in the world's history at which 
it was originated, and the fewness and poverty of the people by 
whom it was maintained. In ]Gi7, the eutire population of 
the colony of Miwsachusetts Bay is supposed to have amounted 

r»t«, to the work of n ooiiunon laborer (with board, but without clothing) for 
twvnif'ibur huailri^d ditya, or all the working daya In nlmast tight ;'eiira. 

Unili'r dHle of Sept. 3, 1034, It wu ordered thni " iii>e pt-rsoH that keepu *a 
ordinary Hhall Uke above Od ■ meals Tot ■ pertoD. uDtl uai above id for u ale 
quartr liir bture oiit of meale time voder the penally of 10« for u-ury offenoe, either 
of dyet III heart." 

In ie54, Mny 3, (he following order wai made : " ,\t i\ie counlrje 1* in debt, nu 
■tock In tile Ircuaury, no mcanet ut prvsont to ralie auy, M>t1iat workmen cannot 
be procured tu llnliih the Caitle. which yett 1> ni-cvoBry forlhwlth to he done," the 

■ulditn latj.ir ilireu dnja on clil> foriiScatlDu, and anulhi^r by bi-Ing IndlvlduHJly 

g lu und reluming from ihu work. — 3e« 
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only to twenty-ODe thousand souls. The scattered and feeble 
settlements were almost buried in the depths of the forest. 
The external resources of the people were small, their dwellings 
humble, and their raiment and subsistence scanty and homely. 
They had no enriching commerce ; and the wonderful forces of 
Nature had not then, as now, become gratuitous producers of 
every human comfort and luxury. The whole valuation of all 
the colonial estates, both public and private, would hardly have 
been equal to the inventory of many a private citizen of the 
present day. The fierce eye of the savage was nightly seen 
glaring from the edge of the surrounding wilderness ; and no 
defence or succor, save in their own brave natures, was at 
hand. Yet it was then, amid all these privations and dangers, 
that the Pilgrim Fathers conceived the magnificent idea, not 
only of a universal, but of a free education, for the whole peo- 
ple. To find the time and the means to reduce this grand 
conception to practice, they stinted themselves, amid all their 
poverty, to a still scantier pittance ; amid all their toils, they 
imposed upon themselves still more burdensome labors ; and, 
amid all their perils, they braved still greater dangers. Two 
divine ideas filled their great hearts, — their duty to God and to 
posterity. For the one, they built the church ; for the other, 
they opened the school. Religion and knowledge, — two 
attributes of the same glorious and eternal truth, and that truth 
the only one on which immortal or mortal happiness can be 
securely founded ! 

It is impossible for us adequately to conceive the boldness of 
the measure which aimed at universal education through the 
establishment of free schools. As a fact, it had no precedent 
in the world's history ; and, as a theory, it could have been 
refuted and silenced by a more formidable array of argument 
and experience than was ever marshalled against any other in« 
stitution of human origin. But time has ratified its soundness. 
Two centuries of successful operation now proclaim it to be as 
wise as it was courageous, and as beneficent as it was disinter- 
ested. Every community in the civilized world awards it the 
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moed of praise ; and states at home, and nations abroad, in the 
order of their intelh'gence, are copying the bright example. 
What we call the enlightened nations of Christendom are ap- 
proaching, by slow degrees, to the moral elevation which our 
ancestors reached at a single bound ; and the tardy convictions 
of the one have been assimilating, through a period of two cen- 
turies, to the intuitions of the other. 

The establishment of free schools was one of those grand 
mental and moral experiments whose effects could not be de- 
veloped and made manifest in a single generation. But now, 
according to the manner in which human life is computed, we 
are the sixth generation from its founders ; and have we not 
reason to be grateful both to God and man for its unnumbered 
blessings ? The sincerity of our gratitude must be tested by 
our efforts to perpetuate and to improve what they established. 
The gratitude of the lips only is an unholy offering. 

In surveying our vast country, the rich savannas of the 
South, and the almost interminable prairies of the West, — that 
great valley, where, if all the nations of Europe were set down 
together, they could find ample subsistence, — the ejaculation 
involuntarily bursts forth, *' Why were they not colonized 
BT MEN LIKE THE PiLGRiM FATHERS ? " Aud as we reflect how 
different would have been the fortunes of this nation, had those 
States — already so numerous, and still extending, circle beyond 
circle — been founded by men of high, heroic, Puritan mould ; 
how different in the eye of a righteous Heaven, how different 
in the estimation of the wise and good of all contemporary na- 
tions, how different in the fortunes of that vast procession of 
the generations which are yet to rise up over all those wide 
expanses, and to follow each other to the end of time, — as we 
reflect upon these things, it seems almost pious to repine at the 
ways of Providence ; resignation becomes laborious, and wo 
are forced to choke down our murmurings at the will of 
Heaven. Is it the solution of this deep mystery, that our 
ancestors did as much in their time as it is ever given to 
one generation of men to accomplish, and have left to us aud 
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to our descendaDts the completion of the glorious work they 
bcgau ? 

The alleged ground upon which the founders of our free- 
school system proceeded, when adopting it, did not embrace 
the whole argument by which it may be defended and sus- 
tained. Their insight was better than their reason. They 
assumed a ground, indeed, satisfactory and convincing to Prot- 
estants ; but, at that time, only a small portion of Christen- 
dom was Protestant, and even now only a minority of it is so. 
The very ground on which our free schools were founded, 
therefore, if it were the only one, would have been a reason, 
with more than half of Christendom, for their immediate abo- 
lition. 

In later times, and since the achievement of American inde- 
pendence, the universal and ever-repeated argument in favor of 
free schools has been, that the general intelligence which they 
are capable of diffusing, and which can be imparted by no 
other human instrumentality, is indispensable to the continu- 
ance of a republican government. This argument, it is obvi- 
ous, assumes, as a posttUatum, the superiority of a republican 
over all other forms of government ; and, as a people, we re- 
ligiously believe in the soundness both of the assumption and 
of the argument founded upon it. But if this be all, then a 
sincere monarchist, or a defender of arbitrary power, or a be- 
liever in the divine right of kings, would oppose free schools 
for the identical reasons we offer in their behalf. A perfect 
demonstration of our doctrine — that free schools are the only 
basis of republican institutions — would be the perfection of 
proof, to his mind, that they should be immediately extermi- 
•atcd. 

Admitting, nay, claiming for ourselves, the substantial just- 
ness and soundness of the general grounds on which our sys- 
tem was originally established, and has since been maintained, 
yet it is most obvious, that, unless some broader and more com- 
prehensive principle can be found, the system of free schools 
will be repudiated by whole nations as impolitic and dangerous ; 



I 
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aud, even among ourselves, all who deny ouV premises will, of 
course, set at nought the conclusions to which they lead. 

Again : the expediency of free schools is sometimes advo- 
cated on grounds of political economy. An educated people 
is always a more industrious and productive people. Knowl- 
edge and abundance sustain to each other the relation of cause 
and effect. Intelligence is a primary iugredient in the wealth 
of nations. Where this does not stand at the head of the inven- 
tory, the items in a nation's valuation will be few, and the sum 
at the foot of the column insignificant. 

The moralist, too, takes up the argument of the economist. 
He demonstrates that vice and crime arc not only prodigals and 
spendthrifts of their own, but defrauders and plunderers of the 
means of others ; that they would seize upon all the gains of 
honest industry, and exhaust the bounties of Heaven itself, 
without satiating their rapacity for new means of indulgence ; 
and that often, in the history of the world, whole generations 
might have been trained to industry and virtue by the wealth 
which one enemy to his race has destroyed. 

And yet, notwithstanding these views have been presented a 
thousand times with irrefutable logic, and with a divine elo- 
quence of truth which it would seem that nothing but combined 
stolidity and depravity could resist, there is not at the present 
time, with the exception of the States of New England and 
a few small communities elsewhere, a country or a state in 
Christendom which maintains a system of free schools for the 
education of its children. Even in the State of New York, 
with all its noTale endowments, the schools are not free.* 

I believe that this amazing dereliction from duty, especially 
in our own country, originates more in the false notions which 
men entertain respecting the nature of their right to property than 
in any thing else. In the district-school-meetiug, in the town- 
meeting, in legislative halls, everywhere, the advocates for a 

* By an act of the New- York legislature, passed at its last scssioo, the question 
whether free schools shall be established throughout the State is to be submitted 
to the decision of the people, to be determined Dy ballot, at theirprimary meetings, 
daring the current year. 
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more generous educatiou could carry their respective audiences 
with them in behalf of increased privileges for our children, 
were it not instinctively foreseen that increased privileges must 
be followed by increased taxation. Against this obstacle, argu- 
ment fulls dead. The rich man who has no children declares 
that the exaction of a contribution from him to educate the 
children of his neighbor is an invasion of his rights of property. 
The man who has reared and educated a family of children 
denounces it as a double tax when he is called upon to assist 
in educating the children of others also ; or, if he has reared 
his own children without educating them, he thinks it pecu- 
liarly oppressive to be obliged to do for others what he re- 
frained from doing even for himself. Another, having children, 
but disdaining to educate them with the common mass, with- 
draws them from the public school, puts them under what he 
calls ^^ selector influences," and then thinks it a grievance to be 
obliged to support a school which he contemns. Or if these 
different parties so far yield to the force of traditionary senti- 
ment and usage, and to the public opinion around them, as to 
consent to do something for the cause, they soon reach the limit 
of expense at which their admitted obligation or their alleged 
charity terminates. 

It seems not irrelevant, therefore, in this connection, and for 
the purpose of strengthening the foundation on which our free- 
school system reposes, to inquire into the nature of a man's 
right to the property he possesses ; and to satisfy ourselves re- 
specting the question, whether any man has such an indefeasi- 
ble title to his estates, or such an absolute ownership of them, 
as renders it unjust in the government to assess upon him his 
share of the expenses of educating the children of the commu- 
nity up to such a point as the nature of the institutions under 
which he lives, and the well-being of society, require. 

I believe in the existence of a great, immortal, immutable 
principle of natural law, or natural ethics, — a principle ante- 
cedent to all human institutions, and incapable of being abro- 
gated by any ordinance of man, — a principle of divine origin, 
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clearly legible in the ways of Providence as those ways are 
manifested in the order of Nature and in the history of the race, 
which proves the ahaolute right to an education of every human 
being that comes into the world ; and which, of course, proves 
the correlative duty of every government to see that the means 
of that education are provided for all. 

In regard to the application of this principle of natural law, 
— that is, in regard to the extent of tbe education to be pro- 
vided for all at the public expense, — some differences of opinion 
may fairly exist under different political organizations ; but, 
under our republican government, it seems clear that the mini- 
mum of this education can never be less than such as is suffi- 
cient to qualify each citizen for the civil and social duties he 
will be called to discharge, — such an education as teaches the 
individual the great laws of bodily health, as qualifies for the 
fulfilment of parental duties, as is indispensable for the civil 
functions of a witness or a juror, as is necessary for the voter 
in municipal and in national affairs, and, finally, as is requisite 
for the faithful and conscientious discharge of all those duties 
which devolve upon the inheritor of a portion of the sovereignty 
of this great Republic. 

The will of God, as conspicuously manifested in the order of 
Nature, and in the relations which he has established among 
men, founds the right of every child that is bom into the world, 
to such a degree of education as will enable him, and, as far 
as possible, will predispose him, to perform all domestic, social, 
civil, and moral duties, upon the same clear ground of natural 
law and equity as it founds a child's right, upon his first com- 
ing into the world, to distend his lungs with a portion of the 
common air, or to open his eyes to the common light, or to 
receive that shelter, protection, and nourishment, which are 
necessary to the continuance of his bodily existence. And so 
far is it from being a wrong or a hardship to demand of the 
possessors of property their respective shares for the prosecu- 
tion of this divinely-ordained work, that they themselves are 
guilty of the most far-reaching injustice when they seek to 
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resist or to evade the cootribution. The complainers are the 
wTong-doers. The cry, '^ Stop thief I" comes from the thief 
himself. 

To any oQo who looks beyond the mere surface of things, it 
is obvious that the primary aud natural elements or ingpredients 
of all property consist in the riches of the soil, in the treasures 
of the sea, in the light aud warmth of the sun, iu the fertilizing 
clouds and streams and dews, in the winds, and in the chemi- 
cal and vegetative agencies of Nature. Iu the majority of cases, 
all that we call property^ all that makes up the valuation or 
inventory of a nation's capital, was prepared at the creation, 
and was laid up of old in the capacious storehouses of Nature. 
For every unit that a man earns by his own toil or skill, he 
receives hundreds and thousands, without cost and without 
recompense, from the all-bountiful Giver. A proud mortal, 
standing in the midst of his Luxuriant wheat-fields or cotton- 
plantations, may arrogantly caU them his own ; yet what bar- 
ren wastes would they be, did not Heaven send down upon 
them its dews and its rains, its warmth and its light, and sus- 
tain, for their growth and ripening, the grateful vicissitude of 
the seasons ! It is said that from eighty to niuety per cent of 
the very substance of some of the great staples of agriculture 
are not taken from the earth, but are absorbed from the air ; so 
that these productions may more properly be called fruits of 
the atmosphere thau of the soil. Who prepares this elemental 
wealth? Who scatters it, like a sower, through all the regions 
of the atmosphere, and sends the richly-freighted winds, as His 
mcdseiigers, to bear to each leaf iu the forest, and to each blade 
iu the cultivated field, the uourishment which their iufiuitely- 
varii'd needs demuud ? Aided by machinery, a single manufac- 
turer piM'forms the labor of hundreds of men. Yet what could 
he accomplish without the weight of the waters which God 
causes Ceaselessly to flow, or without those gigantic forces 
which he has given to steam? And how would the commerce 
of the world be carried on, were it not for those great laws of 
Nature — of electricity, of coudeusatiou, and of rarefaction — 
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that give birth to the winds, which, ia conformity to the will of 
Heaven, and not in obedience to any power of man, forever 
traverse the earth, and offer themselves as an unchartered me- 
dium for interchanging the products of all the zones ? These few 
references show how vast a proportion of all the wealth which 
men presumptuously call their own, because they claim to have 
earned it, is poured into their lap, unasked and unthanked for, 
by the Being so infinitely gracious in his physical as well as in 
his moral bestowments. 

But for whose subsistence and benefit were these exhaustless 
treasuries of wealth created? Surely not for any one man, 
nor for any one generation, but for the subsistence and benefit 
of the whole race from the beginning to the end of time. 
They were not created for Adam alone, nor for Noah alone, 
nor for the first discoverers or colonists who may have found 
or have peopled any part of the earth's ample domain. No. 
They were created for the race collectively, but to be possessed 
and enjoyed in succession, as the generations, one afler another, 
should come into existence, — equal rights, with a successive 
enjoyment of them. If we consider the earth and the fulness 
thereof as one great habitation or domain, then each generation, 
subject to certain modifications for the encouragement of indus- 
try and frugality, — which modifications it is not necessary here 
to specify, — has only a life-lease in them. There are certain 
reasonable regulations, indeed, in regard to the outgoing and 
the incoming tenants, — regulations which allow to the out- 
going generations a brief control over their property after they 
are called upon to leave it, and which also allow the incoming 
generations to anticipate a little their full right of possession. 
But, subject to these regulations. Nature ordains a perpetual 
entail and transfer, from one generation to another, of all prop- 
erty in the great, substantive, enduring elements of wealth, — 
in the soil ; in metals and minerals ; in precious stones, and in 
more precious coal and iron and granite ; in the waters aud 
winds and sun, — and no one man, nor any one generation of 
men, has any such title to or ownership in these iugredieuts 




BEPORT FOR 1846. 119 

and sabstantials of all wealth, that his right is invaded wheu a 
portioD of them is taken for the benefit of posterity. 

This great principle of natural law may be illustrated by a 
reference to some of the unstable elements, in regard to which 
each individuars right of property is strongly qualified in rela- 
tion to his contemporaries, even while he has the acknowledged 
right of possession. Take the streams of water, or the wind, 
for an example. A stream, as it descends from its sources to its 
mouth, is successively the property of all those through whose 
land it passes. My neighbor who lives above me owned it 
yesterday, while it was passing through his lands ; I own it to- 
day, while it is descending through mine ; and the contiguous 
proprietor below will own it to-morrow, while it is flowing 
through his, as it passes onward to the next. But the rights 
of these successive owners are not absolute and unqualified. 
They are limited by the rights of those who are entitled to the 
subsequent possession and use. While a stream is passing 
through my lands, I may not corrupt it, so that it shall be 
offensive or valueless to the adjoining proprietor below. I may 
not stop it in its downward course, nor divert it into any other 
direction, so that it shall leave his channel dry. I may law- 
fully use it for various purposes, — for agriculture, as in irrigat- 
ing lands, or watering cattle ; for manufactures, as in turning 
wheels, &c., — but, in all my uses of it, I must pay regard to 
the rights of my neighbors lower down. So no two proprietors, 
nor any half-dozen proprietors, by conspiring together, can de- 
prive an owner, who lives below them ull, of the ultimate right 
which he has to the use of the stream in its descending course. 
We see here, therefore, that a man has certain qualified rights 
— rights of which he cannot lawfully be divested without his 
own consent — in a stream of water, before it reaches the 
limits of his own estate ; at which latter point, he may some- 
what more emphatically call it his own. And, in this sense, 
a man who lives at the outlet of a river, on the margin of the 
ocean, has certain incipient rights in those fountain-sources that 
well up from the earth at the distance of thousands of miles. 
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So it 18 with the over-moving winds. No man has a permor 
nent interest in the breezes that blow by him, and bring heal- 
ing and refreshment on their wings. Each man has a temporary 
interest in them. From whatever quarter of the compass they 
may come, I have a right to use them as they are passing by 
me ; yet that use must always be regulated by the rights of 
those other participants and co-owners whom they are moving 
forward to bless. It is not lawful, therefore, for me to corrupt 
them, — to load them with noxious gases or vapors by which 
they will prove valueless or detrimental to him, whoever he 
may be, towards whom they are moving. 

In one respect, indeed, the winds illustrate our relative rights 
and duties even better than the streams. In the latter case, 
the rights are not only successive, but always in the same order 
of priority ; those of the owner above necessarily preceding 
those of the owner below : and this order is unchangeable, ex- 
cept by changing the ownership of the laud itself to which the 
rights are appurtenant. In the case of the winds, however, 
which blow from every quarter of the heavens, I may have the 
prior right to-day ; but, with a change in their direction, my 
neighbor may have it to-morrow. If, therefore, to-day, when 
the wind is going from me to him, I should usurp the right to 
use it to his detriment, to-morrow, when it is coming from him 
to me, he may inflict retributive usurpation upon me. 

The light of the sun, too, is subject to the same benign and 
equitable regulations. As the waves of this ethereal element 
pass by me, I have a right to bask in their genial warmth, or to 
employ their quickening powers ; but I have no right, even on 
my own land, to build up a wall, mountain-high, that shall 
eclipse the sun to my neighbor's eyes. 

Now, all these great principles of natural law which define 
and limit the rights of neighbors and contemporaries are incor- 
porated into and constitute a part of the civil law of every 
civilized people; and they are obvious and simple illustrations 
of the great proprietary laws by which individuals and genera- 
tions hold their rights in the solid substance of the globe, in 
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the elements that move over its surface, and ia the chemical 
and vital powers with which it is so marvellonsly endued. As 
successive owners on a river's bank have equal rights to the 
waters that flow through their respective domains, subject only 
to the modification that the proprietors nearer the stream's 
source must have precedence in the enjoyment of their rights 
over those lower down, so the rights of all the generations of 
mankind to the earth itself, to the streams that fertilize it, to 
the winds that purify it, to the vital principles that animate it, 
and to the reviving light, are common rights, though subject to 
similar modifications in regard to the preceding and succeeding 
generations of men. They did not belong to our ancestors in 
perpetuity ; they do not belong to us in perpetuity ; and the 
right of the next generation in them will be limited and de- 
feasible like ours. As we hold these rights subject to the 
claims of the next generation, so will they hold them subject 
to the claims of their immediate successors, and so on to the 
end of time ; and the savage tribes that roam about the head- 
springs of the Mississippi have as good a right to ordain what 
use shall be made of its copious waters when in their grand 
descent across a continent they shall reach the shores of arts 
and civilization, as any of our predecessors had, or as we our- 
selves have, to say what shall be done, in perpetuity^ with the 
soil, the waters, the winds, the light, and the invisible agencies 
of Nature, which must be allowed, on all hands, to constitute the 
primary and indispensable elements of wealth. 

Is not the inference irresistible, then, that no man, by what- 
ever means he may have come into possession of his property, 
has any natural right, any more than he has a moral one, to 
hold it, or to dispose of it, irrespective of the needs and claims 
of those, who, in the august processions of the generations, are 
to be his successors on the stage of existence? Holding his 
rights subject to their rights, he is bound not to impair the 
value of their inheritance either by commission or by omission. 

Generation after generation proceeds from the creative 
energy of God. Each one stops for a brief period upon the 
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earth, resting, as it were, ODiy for .a night, — like migratory 
birds upon their passage, — and then leaving it forever to others 
whose existence is as transitory as its own ; and the migratory 
flocks of water-fowl which sweep across our latitudes in their 
passage to another clime have as good a right to make a per- 
petual appropriation, to their own use, of the lands over which 
they fly, as any one generation has to arrogate perpetual domin- 
ion and sovereignty, for its own purposes, over that portion of 
the earth which it is its fortune to occupy during the brief 
period of its temporal existence. 

Another consideration, bearing upon this arrogant doctrine 
of absolute ownership or sovereignty, has hardly less force 
than the one just expounded. We have seen how insignificant 
a portion of any man's possessions he can claim, in any proper 
and just sense, to have earned ; and that, in regard to all the 
residue, he is only taking his turn in the use of a bounty be- 
stowed, in common, by the Giver of all, upon his ancestors, 
upon himself, and upon his posterity, — a line of indefinite 
length, in which he is but a point. But this is not the only 
deduction to be made from his assumed rights. The present 
wealth of the world has an additional element in it. Much of 
all that is capable of being earned by man has been earned by 
our predecessors, and has come down to us in a solid and en- 
during form. We have not erected all the houses in which 
we live, nor constructed all the roads on which we travel, 
nor built all the ships in which we carry on our commerce 
with the world. We have not reclaimed from the wilderness 
all the fields whose harvests we now reap ; and if we had no 
precious metals or stones or pearls but such as we ourselves 
had dug from the mines, or brought up from the bottom of the 
ocean, our coffers and our caskets would be empty indeed. 
But, even if this were not so, whence came all the arts and sci- 
ences, the discoveries and the inventions, without which, and 
without a common right to which, the valuation of the prop- 
erty of a whole nation would scarcely equal the inventory of 
a single man, — without which, indeed, we should now be in a 
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state of barbarism ? Whence came a knowledge of agriculture, 
without which we should have so little to reap? or a knowl- 
edge of astronomy, without which we could not traverse the 
oceans? or a knowledge of chemistry and mechanical philoso- 
phy, without which the arts and trades could not exist? Most 
of all this was found out by those who have gone before us ; 
and some of it has come down to us from a remote antiquity. 
Surely all these boons and blessings belong as much to poster- 
ity as to ourselves. They have not descended to us to be ar- 
rested and consumed here, or to be sequestrated from the ages 
to come. Cato and Archimedes, and Kepler and Newton, and 
Franklin and Arkwright and Fulton, and all the bright host 
of benefactors to science and art, did not make or bequeath 
their discoveries or inventions to benefit any one generation, 
but to increase the common enjoyments of mankind to the end 
of time. So of all the great lawgivers and moralists who have 
improved the civil institutions of the states who have made it 
dangerous to be wicked, or, far better than this, have made it 
hateful to be so. Resources developed and property acquired 
after all these ages of preparation, after all these facilities and 
securities, accrue, not to the benefit of the possessor only, but to 
that of the next and of all succeeding generations. 

Surely these considerations limit still more extensively that 
absolutism of ownership whieh is so often claimed by the pos- 
sessors of wealth. 

But sometimes the rich farmer, the opulent manufacturer, or 
the capitalist, when sorely pressed with his natural and moral 
obligation to contribute a portion of his means for the educa- 
tion of the young, replies, — either in form or in spirit, — " My 
lands, my machinery, my gold, and my silver, are mine : may 
I not do what I will with my own ? " There is one supposa- 
ble case, and only one, where this argument would have plau- 
sibility. If it were made by an isolated, solitary being, — a 
being having no relations to a community around him, having 
no ancestors to whom he had been indebted for ninety-nine 
parts in every hundred of all he possesses, and expecting to 
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leave do posterity after him, — it might not be easy to answer 
it. If tbcre were but oae family ia this Western hemispbere, 
Rod only one in tbe Eastern bemisphere, find these two families 
bore no civil and social relations to each other, and were to be 
tbe first and last of the whole race, it might be diflleiilt, except 
on very high and almost transcendental grounds, for either one 
of them to show good cause why the other sbonld contribute 
to help educate children not his own. And perhaps the force 
of the appeal for such an object would he still further dimin- 
isbed if the nearest neighbor of a single family upon our planet 
were as far from tbe earth as Uranus or Sirius. In self-defence 
or in selfishness, one might say to the other, " What are your 
fortunes to me? Ton can neither benefit nor molest me. Let 
each of us keep to bis own side of the planetary spaces." But 
is this tbe relation which any man amongst us sustains to his 
fellows? Id the midst of a populous community to which he 
is bound by innumerable lies, having had his own fortune and 
condition almost predetermined and fore-ordained by his prede- 
cessors, and being about to exert upon his successors as com- 
manding an influence as baa been exerted upon himself, the 
objector can no longer shrink into his individuality, and dis> 
claim connection and relationship with the world at large. He 
cannot deny that there are thousands around him on whom he 
acts, and who are continually re-acting upon him. The earth 
is much too small, or the race is far too numerous, to allow us 
to be hermits ; and therefore we cannot adopt either the phi- 
losophy or the morals of hermits. All have derived benefits 
from their ancestors, and all are bound, as by an oath, to trans- 
mit those benefits, even in an improved condition, to posterity, 
We may as well attempt to escape from our own personal iden- 
tity as to shake ofi^ the threefold relation which we bear to 
others, — the relation of an associate with our contemporaries ; 
of a beneficiary of our ancestors ; of a guardian to those wlio, 
in the sublime order of Providence, are to succeed us. Out of 
these relations, manifest duties are evolved. The society of 
which yre necessarily constitute a part must be preserved ; and, 
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in order to preserve it, we must not look merely to what one 
individual or one family needs, but to what the whole commu- 
nity needs ; not merely to what one generation needs, but to 
the wants of a succession of generations. To draw conclusions 
without considering these facts is to leave out the most im- 
portant part of the premises. 

A powerfully corroborating fact remains untouched. Though 
the earth and the beneficent capabilities with which it is endued 
belong in common to the race, yet we find that previous and 
present possessors have laid their hands upon the whole of it, — 
have left no part of it unclaimed and unappropriated. They 
have circumnavigated the globe ; they have drawn lines across 
every habitable portion of it, and have partitioned amongst 
themselves not only its whole area or superficial contents, but 
have claimed it down to the centre, and up to the concave, — 
a great inverted pyramid for each proprietor, — so that not an 
unclaimed rood is left, either in the caverns below or in the 
aerial spaces above, where a new adventurer upon existence can 
take unresisted possession. They have entered into a solemn 
compact with each other for the mutual defence of their respec- 
tive allotments. They have created legislators and judges and 
executive officers, who denounce and inflict penalties even to 
the taking of life ; and they have organized armed bands to 
repel aggression upon their claims. Indeed, so grasping and 
rapacious have mankind been in this particular, that they have 
taken more than they could use, more than they could perambu- 
late and survey, more than they could see from the top of the 
masthead, or from the highest peak of the mountain. There 
was some limit to their physical power of taking possession, 
but none to the exorbitancy of their desires. Like robbers, who 
divide their spoils before they know whether they shall find a 
victim, men have claimed a continent while still doubtful of its 
existence, and spread out their title from ocean to ocean before 
their most adventurous pioneers had ever seen a shore of the 
realms tiicy coveted. The whole planet, then, having been ap- 
propriated, — there being no waste or open lands from which 
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ihe new generations majr be supplied as tbey come into ezisl- 
ence, — hare not those generations the strongeat conceivable 
claim upon the present occupants for tbat wbich is indispensable 
to their well-being? Thej have more than a pre-emptive, the; 
have a possessory, right to some portion of the issues and profits 
of that general domain, all of which has been thus taken up 
and appropriated. A denial of this right by the present pos- 
sessors is a breach of (rust, a fraudulent misuse of power 
given and of confidence implied. On mere principles of polit- 
ical economy, it is folly ; on the broader principles of dnty and 
morality, it is embezzlement. 

It is not at all io contravention of this view of the subject 
that the adult portion of society does take, and must take, upon 
itself the control and managemeot of all existing property 
until the rising generation has arrived at the age of majority. 
Nay, one of the objects of their so doing is to preserve tie 
rights of the generation which is still in its minority. Society, 
to this extent, is only a trustee managing an estate for the 
benefit of a part-owner, or of one who has a reversionary inter- 
est in it. Tliis civil regulation, therefore, made necessary even 
for the benefit of both present and fuluro possessors, is only in 
furtherance of the great law under consideration. 

Coincident, too, with this great law, hut in no manner super- 
seding or invalidating it, is that wonderful provision which the 
Creator has made for the catc of offspring in the affectioQ of 
their parents. Heaven did not rely merely upon our percep- 
tions of duty towards our children, nud our fidelity in its per- 
formance. A powerful, all-masteriDg instinct of love was 
therefore implanted in the parental, and especially in the ma- 
ternal breast, to anticipate the idea of duty, and to make duty 
delightful. Yet the great doctrine founded upon the will of 
God ns made known to us in the natural order and relation of 
things would still remain the same, though nil thi.i beautiful 
portion of our moral being, whence parental affbction springs, 
were a void and a nonentity. Emphatically would the obli- 
gations of society remain the same for all those children who 
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have been bereaved of parents ; or who, worse than bereave* 
meD(, have ouly monster parents of intemperance or cupidity, 
or of any otlier of those forms of vice that seem to suspend or 
to obliterate the hiw of love in the parental breast. For these, 
society is doubly bound to be a parent, and to exercise all that 
rational care and providence which a wise father would exer- 
cise for his own children. 

If the previous argument began with sound premises, and 
has been logically conducted, then it has established this posi- 
tion, — that a vast portion of the present wealth of the world 
either consists in, or has been immediately derived from, those 
great natural substances and powers of the earth which were 
bestowed by the Creator alike on all mankind ; or from the 
discoveries, inventions, labors, and improvements of our ances- 
tors, which were alike designed for the common benefit of all 
their descendants. The question now arises. At what time is 
this wealth to be transferred from a preceding to a succeeding 
generation ? At what point arc the latter to take possession of 
it, or to derive benefit from it ? or at what time are the foriner 
to surrender it in their behalf? Is each existing generation, 
and each individual of an existing generation, to hold fast to 
his possessions until death relaxes his grasp? or is something 
of the right to be acknowledged, and something of the benefit 
to be yielded, beforehand? It seems too obvious for argument, 
that the latter is the only alternative. If the incoming genera- 
tion have no rights until the outgoing generation have actu- 
ally retired, then is every individual that enters the world liable 
to perish on the day he is born. According to the very consti- 
tution of things, each individual must obtain sustenance and 
succor as soon as his eyes open in quest of light, or his lungs 
gasp for the first breath of air. His wants cannot be delayed 
until he himself can supply them. If the demands of his 
nature are ever to be answered, they must be answered years 
before he can make any personal provision for them, either by 
the performance of any labor, or by any exploits of skill. The 
infant must be led before he can earn his bread, he must be 
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clothed before he can prepare garments, he must be protected 
from the elements before he can erect a dwelling; and it is 
just as clear that he must be instructed before he can engage 
or reward a tutor. A course contrary to this would be the 
destruction of the young, that we might rob them of their 
rightful inheritance. Carried to its extreme, it would be the 
act of Herod, seeking, in a general massacre, the life of one 
who was supposed to endanger his power. Here, then, the 
claims of the succeeding generation, not only upon the affec- 
tion and the care, but upon the property^ of the preceding one, 
attach. God having given to the second generation as full and 
complete a right to the incomes and profits of the world as he 
has given to the first, and to the third generation as full and 
complete a right as he has given to the second, and so on while 
the world stands, it necessarily follows that children must 
come into a partial and qualified possession of these rights, by 
the paramount law of Nature, as soon as they are born. No 
human enactment can abolish or countervail this paramount 
and supreme law ; and all those positive and often arbitrary 
enactments of the civil code, by which, for the encouragement 
of industry and frugality, the possessor of property is permitted 
to control it for a limited period afler his decease, must be con- 
strued and executed in subservience to this sovereign and 
irrepealable ordinance of Nature. 

Nor is this transfer always, or even generally, to be made in 
kind^ but according to the needs of the recipient. The recog- 
nition of this principle is universal. A guardian or trustee 
may possess lands, while the ward, or owner under the trust, 
may need money ; or the former may have money while the 
latter need raiment or shelter. The form of the estate must be 
changed, if need be, and adapted to the wants of tiie receiver. 

The claim of a child, then, to a portion of pre-existent prop* 
erty, begins with the first breath he draws. The new-born in- 
fant must have sustenance and shelter and care. If the natu- 
ral parents arc removed, or parental ability fails ; in a word, if 
parents either cannot or will not supply the infant's wants, — 
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then society at large — the goverDiueDt having assumed to it- 
self the ultimate control of all property — is bound to step in 
and fill the parent's place. To deny this to any child would 
be equivalent to a sentence of death, a capital execution of 
the innocent, — at which every soul shudders. It would be a 
more cniel form of infanticide than any which is practised in 
China or in Africa. 

But to preserve the animal life of a child only, and there to 
stop, would be, not the bestowment of a blessing, or the per- 
formance of a duty, but the infliction of a fearful curse. A 
child has interests far higher than those of mere physical exist- 
ence. Better that the wants of the natural life should be dis- 
regarded than that the higher interests of the character should 
be neglected. If a child has any claim to bread to keep him 
from perishing, he has a far higher claim to knowledge to pre- 
serve him from error and its fearful retinue of calamities. If a 
child has any claim to shelter to protect him from the destroy- 
ing elements, he has a far higher claim to be rescued from the 
infamy and perdition of vice and crime. 

All moralists agree, nay, all moralists maintain, that a man 
is as responsible for his omissions as for his commissions ; that 
he is as guilty of the wrong which he could have prevented, 
but did not, as for that which his own hand has perpetrated. 
They, then, who knowingly withhold sustenance from a new- 
born child, and he dies, are guilty of infanticide. And, by the 
same reasoning, they who refuse to enlighten the intellect of 
the rising generation are guilty of degrading the human race. 
They who refuse to train up children in the way they should 
go are training up incendiaries and madmen to destroy prop- 
erty and life, and to invade and pollute the sanctuaries of soci- 
ety. In a word, if the mind is as real and substantive a part 
of human existence as the body, then mental attributes, during 
the periods of infancy and childhood, demand provision at least 
as imperatively as bodily appetites. The time when these re- 
spective obligations attach corresponds with the periods when 
the nurture, whether physical or mental, is needed. As the 
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right of sustenance is of equal date with birth, so the right to 
intellectual and moral training begins at least as early as when 
children are ordinarily sent to school. At that time, then, by 
the irrepealablo law of Nature, every child succeeds to so much 
more of the property of the community as is necessary for his 
education. He is to receive this, not in the form of lands, or 
of gold and silver, but in the form of knowledge and a training 
to good habits. This is one of the steps in the transfer of 
property from a present to a succeeding generation. Human 
sagacity may be at fault in fixing the amount of property to 
be transferred, or the time when the transfer should be made, 
to a dollar or to an hour ; but certainly, in a republican gov- 
ernment, the obligation of the predecessors, and the right of 
the successors, extend to and embrace the means of such an 
amount of education as will prepare each individual to perform 
all the duties which devolve upon liim as a man and a citizen. 
It may go farther than this point; certainly it cannot faU 
short of it. 

Under our political organization, the places and the pro- 
cesses where this transfer is to be provided for, and its amount 
determined, are the district-school-meeting, the town-meeting, 
legislative halls, and conventions for establishing or revising 
the fundamental laws of the State. If it be not done there, so- 
ciety is false to its high trusts ; and any community, whether 
national or state, that ventures to organize a government, or to 
administer a government already organized, without making 
provision for the free education of all its children, dares the 
certain vengeance of Heaven ; and in the squalid forms of 
poverty and destitution, in the scourges of violence and mis- 
rule, in the heart-destroying corruptions of licentiousness and 
debauchery, and in political profligacy and legalized perfidy, 
in all the blended and mutually-aggravated crimes of civiliza- 
tion and of barbarism, will be sure to feel the terrible retribu- 
tions of its delinquency. 

I bring my argument on this point, then, to a close ; and I 
present a test of its validity, which, as it seems to me, defies 
denial or evasion. 
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In obedience to the laws of God and to the laws of all civ« 
ilized communities, society is bound to protect the natural life 
of children ; and this natural life cannot be protected without 
the appropriation and use of a portion of the property which 
society possesses. We prohibit infanticide under penalty of 
death. We practise a refinement in this particular. The life 
of an infant is inviolable, even before he is bom ; and he who 
feloniously takes it, even before birtli, is as subject to the ex- 
treme penalty of the law as though he had struck down man- 
hood in its vigor, or taken away a mother by violence from 
the sanctuary of home where she blesses her offspring. But 
why preserve the natural life of a child, why preserve unborn 
embryos of life, if we do not intend to watch over and to pro- 
tect them, and to expand their subsequent existence into use- 
fulness and happiness? As individuals, or as an organized 
community, we have no natural right, we can derive no au- 
thority or countenance from reason, we can cite no attribute 
or purpose of the divine nature, for giving birth to any human 
being, and then inflicting upon that being the curse of igno- 
rance, of poverty, and of vice, with all their attendant calami- 
ties. We are brought, then, to this startling but inevitable 
alternative, — the natural life of an infant should be extin- 
guished as soon as it is born, or the means should be provided 
to save that life from being a curse to its possessor ; and, there- 
fore, every State is morally bound to enact a code of laws 
legalizing and enforcing infanticide, or a code of laws estab- 
lishing free schools. 

The three following propositions, then, describe the broad 
and ever-during foundation on which the common-school sys- 
tem of Massachusetts reposes : — 

The successive generations of men, taken collectively, con- 
stitute one great commonwealth. 

The property of this commonwealth is pledged for the edu- 
cation of all its youth, up to such a point as will save them 
from poverty and vice, and prepare them for the adequate 
performance of their social and civil duties. 
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The successive holders of this property are trustees, bound 
to the faithful executiou of their trust hy the most sacred obli- 
gatious ; aod embezzlement and pillage from children and 
descendants have not less of criminality, and have more of 
meanness, than the same offences when perpetrated against con- 
temporaries. 

Recognizing these eternal principles of natural ethics, the 
Constitution of Massachusetts, — the fundamental law of the 
State, — afler declaring (among other things), in the preamble 
to the first section of the fifth chapter, that ^^ the encourage- 
ment of ails and sciences, and all good literature, tends to the 
honor of God, the advantage of the Christian religion, and 
the great benefit of this and the other Uuited States of Amer- 
ica," proceeds, in the second section of the same chapter, to set 
forth the duties of all future legislators and magistrates in the 
following noble and impressive language : — 

^^ Wisdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffused gener- 
ally among the body of the people, being necessary for the 
preservation of their rights and liberties ; and as these depend 
on spreading the opportunities and advantages of education in 
the various parts of the country, and among the different or- 
ders of the people, — it shall be the duty of legislatures and 
magistrates, in all future periods of this Commonwealth, to 
cherish the interests of literature and the sciences, and all sem- 
inaries of them, especially the University of Cambridge, public 
schools and grammar schools in the towns ; to encourage 
private societies and public institutions, rewards and immuni- 
ties, for the promotion of agriculture, arts, sciences, commerce, 
trade, manufactures, and a natural history of the country ; to 
countenance and inculcate the principles of humanity and gen- 
eral benevolence, public and private charity, industry and fru- 
gality, honesty and punctuality in their dealings, sincerity, 
good humor, and all social affections and generous sentiments 
among tlie people." — See also Rev. Stat., ch. 23, sect. 7. 

Massachusetts is parental in her government. More and 
more, as year after year rolls by, she seeks to substitute pre- 
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ventioQ for remedy, and rewards for pcaalties. She strives to 
make industry the autidutc to poverty, and to counterwork the 
progress of vice and crime by the diffusion of knowledge and 
the culture of virtuous principles. She seeks not only to miti- 
gate those great physical and mental calamities of Avhich man- 
kind are the sad inheritors, but also to avert those infinitely 
greater moral calamities which form the disastrous heritage of 
depraved passions. Hence it has long been her policy to endow 
or to aid asylums for the cure of disease. She succors and 
maintains all the poor within her borders, whatever may have 
been the land of their nativity. She founds and supports hos- 
pitals for restoring reason to the insane ; and, even for those 
violators of the law whom she is obliged to sequestrate from 
society, she provides daily instruction and the ministrations of 
the gospel at the public charge. To those who, in the order 
of Nature and Providence, have been berefl of the noble facul- 
ties of hearing and of speech, she teaches a new language, and 
opens their imprisoned minds and hearts to conversation with 
men and to communion with Grod ; and it hardly transcends the 
literal truth to say that she gives sight to the blind. For the 
remnants of those aboriginal tribes, who, for so many ages, 
roamed over this laud without cultivating its soil, or elevating 
themselves in the scale of being, her annual bounty provides 
good schools ; and when the equal, natural, and constitutional 
rights of the outcast children of Africa were thought to be in- 
vaded, she armed her courts of judicature with power to pun- 
ish the aggressors. The public highway is not more open and 
free for every man in the community than is the public school- 
house for every child ; and each parent feels that a free edu- 
cation is as secure a part of the birthright of his offspring as 
Heaven's bounties of light and air. The State not only com- 
mands that the means of education shall be provided for all, 
but she denounces penalties against all individuab, and all 
towns and cities, however populous or powerful they may be, 
that shall presume to stand between her bounty and its recipi- 
ents. In her righteous code, the interception of knowledge is 
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a crime ; and, if parents are unable to supply their children 
with books, she becomes a parent, and supplies them. 

The policy of the State promotes not only secular but reli- 
gious instruction, yet in such a way as leaves to every indi- 
vidual the right of private judgment and the sacred freedom of 
conscience. 

Public sentiment exceeds and excels the law. Annually, 
vast sums are given for eleemosynary and charitable purposes, 
— to promote the cause of temperance, to send the gospel to 
the heathen, and to diffuse the doctrines of peace, which are 
the doctrines of the Prince of Peace. 

For public, free education alone, including the direct outlay 
of money and the interest on capital invested, Massachusetts 
expends annually more than a million of dollars. To support 
religious institutions for the worship of God and the salvation 
of men, she annually expends more than another million ; and 
what she gives away in the various forms of charity far ex- 
ceeds a third sum of equal magnitude. She explores the world 
for new objects of beneficence ; and so deep and common is the 
feeling which expects and prompts all this, that she is grad- 
ually changing and ennobling the definition of a cardinal word 
in the language of morals, — doing what no king or court with 
all their authority, nor royal academy with all its sages and 
literary men, can do : she is changing the meaning of charity 
into duty. 

For the support of the poor, nine-tenths of whose cost origi- 
nate with foreigners or come from one prolific vice, whose last 
convulsive energies she is now struggling to subdue, she annu- 
ally pays more than three hundred thousand dollars ; for the 
support and improvement of public highways, she pays a much 
larger sum ; and, within the last dozen or fourteen years, she has 
invested a capital in railroads, within and without the State, of 
nearly or quite sixty millions of dollars. 

Whence come her means to give, with each returning year, 
more than a million of dollars to public education ; more than 
another million to religion ; and more than a third to amelio- 
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rate and saccor the afflicted and the ignorant at home, and to 
Mess, in distant lands, those who sit in the region and shadow 
of death ? How docs she support her poor, maintain her public 
ways, and contribute such vast sums for purposes of internal 
improvement, besides maintaining her immense commercial 
transactions with every zone in the world? 

Has she a vast domain? Her whole territory would not 
make a court-yard of respectable dimensions to stand in front 
of many of the States and Territories belonging to the Union. 

Does she draw revenues from conquered provinces or subju- 
gated realms? She conquers nothing, she subdues nothing, 
save the great elemental forces of Nature, which God gives 
freely, whenever and wherever they are asked for in the lan- 
guage of genius and science ; and in regard to which no profu- 
sion or prodigality to one can diminish the bounty always ready 
for others. 

Does she live by the toil of a race of serfs and vassals whom 
she holds in personal and hereditary bondage ? — by one com- 
prehensive and sovereign act of violence seizing upon both body 
and soul at once, and superseding the thousand acts of plunder 
which make up the life of a common robber? Every man who 
treads her sacred soil is free ; all are free alike ; and within her 
borders, for any purpose connected with human slavery, iron 
will not be welded into a fetter. 

Has she rich mines of the precious metals? In all her cof- 
fers there is not a drachm of silver or of gold which has not 
been obtained by the sweat of her brow or the vigor of her 
brain. 

Has she magazines of mineral wealth embedded in the earth ? 
or are her soil and climate so spontaneously exuberant that she 
reaps luxuriant harvests from uncultivated fields ? Alas ! the 
orator has barbed his satire by declaring her only natural pro- 
ductions to be granite and ice. 

Whence, then, I again ask, comes her wealth? I do not 
mean the gorgeous wealth which is displayed in the voluptuous 
and too often enervating residences of the affluent, hut that 
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golden mean of property — such as Agur asked for in bis per- 
fect prayer — which carries blessings in its train to thousands 
of householders ; which spreads solid comfort and competence 
through the dwellings of the land ; which furnishes the means 
of instruction, of social pleasures and refinement, to the citizens 
at large ; which saves from the cruel sufferings and the more 
cruel temptations of penury. The families scattered over her 
hills and along her vjilleys have not merely a shelter from the 
inclemencies of the seasons, but the sanctuary of a home. Not 
only food, but books, are spread upon their tables. Her com- 
monest houses have the means of hospitality ; they have appli- 
ances for sickness, and resources laid up against accident and 
the infirmities of age. Whether in her rural districts or her 
populous towns, a wandering, native-born beggar is a prodigy ; 
and the twelve millions of dollars deposited in her savings in- 
stitutions do not more loudly proclaim the frugality and provi- 
dence of the past than they foretell the competence and enjoy- 
ments of the future. 

One copious, exhaustless fountain supplies all this abun- 
dance. It is education, — the intellectual, moral, and religious 
education of the people. Having no other mines to work, 
Massachusetts has mined into the human intellect ; and, from 
its limitless resources, she has won more sustaining and endur- 
ing prosperity and happiness than if she had been founded on a 
stratification of silver and gold, reaching deeper down than 
geology has yet penetrated. From her high religious convic- 
tions, she has learned that great lesson, — to set a value upon 
time. Regarding the faculties as the gift of God, she has felt 
bound both to use and to improve them. Mingling skill and 
intelligence with the daily occupations of life, .she has made 
labor honorable ; and, as a necessary consequence, idleness is 
disgraceful. Knowledge has been the ambition of her sons, 
and she has reverenced and venerated the purity and chastity 
of her matrons and h(*r daughters. At the hearth-stone, at the 
family table, and at the family altar, — on all those occasions 
where the structure of the youthfiil character is builded up, — 
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these sentiments of love for knowledge, and of reverence for 
maidenly virtue, have been bnildcd in ; and there they stand, so 
wrought and mi*n«;lcd with the fi!)res of being, that none but 
God can tell which is Nature, and which is education ; which 
we owe primarily to the grace of Heaven, and which to the 
co-operating wisdom of the institutions of men. Verily, verily, 
not us we ought have we obeyed the laws of Jehovah, or imi- 
tated the divine example of the Saviour ; and yet, for such im- 
perfect obedience and distant imitation as we have rendered, 
God has showered down manna from the heavens, and opened 
a rock whence flow living waters to gladden every thirsty place. 
He who studies the present or the historic cbaracter of Massa- 
chusetts Avill see (and he who studies it most profoundly will 
see most clearly), that whatever of abundance, of intelligence, 
or of integrity, whatever of character at home or of renown 
abroad, she may possess, all has been evolved from the en- 
lightened, and, at least, partially Christianized mind, not of a 
few, but of the great masses, of her people. They are not the 
result of outward riches or art brought around it, or laminated 
over it, but of an awakened inward force, working energetically 
outwards, and fashioning the most intractable circumstances to 
the dominion of its own desires and resolves ; and this force 
has been awakened, and its unspent energies replenished, more 
than from all things else, by her common schools. 

When we witness the mighty achievements of art, — the loco- 
motive, taking up its burden of a hundred tons, and transport- 
ing it for hundreds of miles between the rising and the setting 
sun ; the steamboat, cleaving its rapid way, triumphant over 
wind and tide ; the power-loom, yielding products of greater 
richness and abundance in a single day than all the inhabitants 
of Tyre could have manufactured in years ; the printing-press, 
which could have replaced the Alexandrian Library within a 
week after it was burnt ; the lightning, not only domesticated 
in the laboratories of the useful arts, but employed as a messen- 
ger between distant cities ; and galleries of beautiful paintings, 
quickened into life by the sunbeams, — when we see all these 
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marvels of power iind of celerity, we aru prone lo concltido that 
it is to them we arc indebted for ihu Jncrcnxe of our wealth and 
for the progress of our society. But wore ihere any atatistica 
to show the aggregate value of all the tlirifiy and gaioful hab- 
its of the people at large, the greater productiveness of the 
educated than of the brutified laborer, the iucrcased power of 
the intelligent hand, nnd the broad survey and deep intuitioa of 
the intelligent eye ; ooulU wc see u lodger account of the profits 
which come from forethought, order, and system, as they preside 
over all our farms, in nil our workshops, and emplialieally in 
all the labors of our households, — we should ihcn know how rap* 
idly their gathered units swell inlo millious upon millions. The 
skill that strikes the nail's head instead of the fingers' ends ; 
the care that mends a fence and saves a cornfield, that drives a 
horseshoe nail and scctii'ea both rider and horse, that extin* 
guishes a light and saves a house ; the prudence (hat cuts the 
coat according to the clotb, that lays by soinelhing for a rainy 
day, and that postpones marriage until reasonably sure of a 
livelihood ; the forethought that sees the end from the begin- 
ning, and reaches it by the direct route of an hour inslead of 
the circuitous gropings of a day ; the exact rcmembraucc im- 
pressed upon childhood to do (he errand as it was bidden ; and, 
more than all, the economy of virtue over vice, of restrained 
over pampered desires, — these things are not set down in the 
works on political economy ; but they liave far more to do with 
the wealth of nations tbnu nay laws which aim lo regulate the 
balance of trade, or any speinilaiions on capital and labor, or 
any of the great achiuveraents of art. That vast variety of 
ways in which au inlelligcnt people surpass a stupid oue, and 
an exemplary people au immoral oue, has ioBoitely more lo do 
with the well-being of a nation than soil or climate, or even 
than govci-nment itself, excepting so far as government may 
prove to be the patron of intelligence and virtue. 

From her earliest i-olouial history, the policy of Massachu- 
setts has been lo develop the minds of all her people, and to 
imbue them with the principles of duly. To do Ui'ia work most 
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effectually, she has begun it with the young. If she would 
coutinuo to mount higher and higher towards the summit of 
prosperity, she must continue the means by which her present 
elevation has been gained. In doing this, she will not only 
exercise the noblest prerogative of government, but will co- 
operate with the Almighty in one of his sublimcst works. 

The Greek rhetorician Longinus quotes from the Mosaic 
account of the creation what he calls the sublimest passage ever 
uttered: '' God said, Let there be light, and there was light." 
From the centre of black immensity, effulgence burst forth. 
Above, beneath, on every side, its radiance streamed out, silent, 
yet making each spot in the vast concave brighter than the line 
which the lightning pencils upon the midnight cloud. Dark- 
ness fled as the swift beams spread onward and outward in an 
unending circumfusion of splendor. Onward and outward 
still they move to this day, glorifying, through wider and wider 
regions of space, the infinite Author from whoMie power and 
beneficence they sprang. But not only in the beginning, when 
God created the heavens and the earth, did he say, " Let there 
be light." Whenever a human soul is born into the world, its 
Creator stands over it, and again pronounces the same sublime 
words, " Let thore be light." 

Magnifi(rent, indeed, was the material creation, when, sud- 
denly blazing forth in mid-space, the new-born sun dispelled 
the darkness of the ancient night: but infinitely more mag- 
nificent is it when the human soul rays forth its subtler and 
swifter beams ; when the light of the senses irradiates all out- 
ward things, revealing the beauty of their colors, and the ex- 
quisite symmetry of their proportions and forms ; when the 
light of reason penetrates to their invisible properties and laws, 
and displays all those hidden relations that make up all the 
sciences ; when the light of conscience illumines the moral 
world, separating truth from error, and virtue from vice. The 
light of the newly-kindled sun, indeed, was glorious. It struck 
upon all the planets, and waked into existence their myriad 
capacities of life and joy. As it rebounded from them, and 
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Bliowed their vast orbs all wheeling, circle beyood circle, in 
■heir stupendous courses, the sons of God sliouted for J07. 
That light sped onward, beyond Siriiu, beyond the Pole-atar, 
beyond Orion and the Pleiades, and is still speeding onward 
into the abysses of space. But the light of the human soul 
flies Bwifler than the light of the sua, and outshines its meri- 
dian blaze. It can embrace not only the bud of our system, but 
all suns, and galaxies of suns ; aj, the soul is capable of know- 
ing and of enjoying Him who created the suns themselves ; 
and, whan these starry lustres that now glorify the firmament 
shall wax dim and fade away like a wasted taper, the light 
of the soul shall still reoiain ; nor time nor cloud, nor any 
power but its own perversity, shall ever quench its brightness. 
Again I would say, thai, whenever a human soul is bom into 
the world, God stands over it, and pronounces the same sublime 
flat, " Let there be light ; " and may the time soon come when 
all human governments shall co-operate with the divine govern- 
ment in carrrioe this benediction and baptism into fulfilment I 
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Gentlemen, — 

. . . The incontestable progress which the cause of popular 
education is making in Massachusetts, and in some of the other 
States of our Union, is a subject for hearty congratulation 
among ourselves, and for devout gratitude to Heaven. It can- 
not be denied that the cause has won to itself most able and 
earnest advocates, who are in no way officially connected with 
it, but who cherish it from the purest motives of duty and phi- 
lanthropy. But it happens to this, as to all other good causes, 
that some of its professed friends have attached themselves to 
it from collateral, and some from sinister motives. It is equally 
true that the cause has enemies ; although, in this community, 
there are but few who dare to make open proclamation of their 
hostility. But opponents are all the more formidable when 
their opposition is secret. Their measures of counteraction are 
not the less efficient because they are indirect, and hide their 
origin under specious pretences. There is a third class, who 
have no faith in the utility of education. They number it 
among what they arc pleased to call the Utopian schemes of 
reform with which the age is teeming ; and they regard with 
an ill-concealed suspicion either the honesty of purpose or the 
soundness of intellect of those who are laboring to uphold its 
banner, and to bear it forward. There are those also who sus- 
pect, in education, the existence of some unknown and niys- 
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ticat power, whicb, should it once obtain the asceodenty, would 
bear (he coiumiinity onward, th«y know not whithor ; and 
haviDg some itm or ology of their own, by which, provided all 
civil inBliliitioaa, and Nature herself, will succumb to their dic- 
tation, they can forthwith extricate the world from all its trou- 
bles, and carry it forward in the direclest line, and with the 
swiftest speed, to a millennial goal, they discard an agency 
whose power they can neither control nor comprehend. Anil, 
lastly, there are those who array tlicmsclvea against education 
solely from mercenary motives, — because of the one or two 
mills npoa the dollar which its support subtracts from their 
property. 

To meet the opposition and the indifference originating iu 
these and similar prejudgments, the subject of education has 
been very much " agitated," particularly in the northern portion 
of our country, within the Inst dozen years. There can be no 
hazard in aflirming, that far more has been spoken and printed, 
heard and rend, on Ihis theme, within the last twelve years, 
than ever before, were it all put together, since the settlement 
of the colonics. The consequence certainly has been a very 
marked development of Iho merits of the subject, and a corre- 
sponding opcuiog or expansion of the public miod for thoir rec- 
ognition. To niany sensible men, it has como like a revela- 
tion, inspiring hopes for the amelioration of mankind, and for 
the perpetuity of our institutions, which tliey had never dreamed 
of before. There are thousands of persons amongst us, whose 
once darkened minds have l>een so quickened with life, and il- 
luminated with wisdom, ou this subject, as to beget nn intole* 
rable impatience under old imperfections, — n perception of 
which has made rest impossible, and (he pleasures of home un- 
comforiiible, until, within their respective spheres, they had 
effected n reform. 

In order to make this subject nioru intelligible (o the com- 
mon mind, as well as to conform lo broad distiuctiona which 
Nature herself has established, it has been <H>nsidcred under a 
ihrueibli] aspect, — first, as embracing the proper care and 
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training of tho body, that its health and longevity may be se- 
cured ; second, as cultivating tho faculties by which we per- 
ceive, compare, analyze and combine, remember, reason, and 
perceive natural fitness and the beauty of things, so that we may 
know more of the world in which we are placed, and of the 
glorious attributes of its Maker, and so that, by more faithfully 
harmonizing our conduct with its laws, we may the better enjoy 
its exquisite adaptations to our welfare ; and, thirdly, as fash- 
ioning our moral nature into some resemblance to its divine 
original, — subordinating our propensities to the law of duty, 
expanding our benevolence into a sentiment of universal broth- 
erhood, and lifting our hearts to the grateful and devout con- 
templation of Grod. 

In pursuance of these fundamental ideas, it has been shown, 
by the authority of the highest medical men in the country, 
that, even in the present imperfect state of physiological sci- 
ence, more than one-half of all the cases of bodily disability 
and disease, more than one-half of all the pains and expendi- 
tures of sickness, more than one-half of all the cases of prema- 
ture death, — that is, of death under the age of seventy years, — 
are the consequence of sheer ignorance, not of any irrepeala- 
ble decree or fatality necessitating their existence, independ- 
ently of our consent and co-operation, but of our own brutish 
ignorance of the conditions of health and life to which our 
bodies have been subjected by their Maker. And I desire, also, 
to be here understood as not including in this moiety of unne- 
cessary suffering and of untimely death a single one of that 
ext€usi\t3 class of cases which result from a slavish submission 
to some tyrannous appetite, — such as intemperance, for in- 
stance, — where the knowledge, even if we possessed it, might 
be overborne in a conflict with the sensual desire : but I mean 
maladies, pains, and death, which a bad man would be as quick 
to avoid as a good one ; which every sane man would desire 
to escape from, as he would from blindness or deafness, the 
gout or the toothache. Even were ignorance, then, to be 
classed among the greatest luxuries of life, it would be found 
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too costly an indulgeace to be borne bj an economical peo- 
ple.* 

The indiepensableness of education to worldly proaperily 
has also been demonstrated. An ignorant people not only is, 
but inuflt be, a poor people. They must be destitute of sagacity 
uiul providence, and, of course, of competence aud comfort. 
Tlie proof of this does not depend upon the lessons of history, 
but ou the constitution of Kature. No richness of climate, no 
epontaneous productiveness of soil, no facilities for commerce, 
no stores of gold or of diamonds garneied in the treasure-cham- 
bers of the earth, can confer even worldly prosperity upon an 
uneducalcd nation. Such a nation cannot create wealth of 
itself; and wliatevcr riches may be showered upon it will ruu 
to waste. The ignorant pearl-divers do not wear the pearls 
they win. The diamond-huuters are not ornamented by the 
gems they find. The miners for silver and gold are not enriched 
by the precious metals they dig. Those who toil on the most 
luxuriant soils arc not filled with the harvests they gutlicr. All 
the choicest productions of the earth, whether miueral or vege- 
table, wherever found or wherever gathered, will, in a short 
time, as by some secret and resistless attraction, make their 
way into the hands of the more intelligent. Within the last 
four centuries, the people of Spain have owned as much silver 
and gold as nil the other nations of Europe put together; yet, 
at the present time, poor indeed is the people who have less 
than they. The nation which has produced more of the raw 
material, and mauufactured from it more fine linen, than all 
contemporary uuiions, are now the most ragged and squalid in 
ChriatenJom. Let whoever will sow the seed or gather the 
fruit, iutelligence will consume the banquet. 

It must be admitted, indeed, that, when the people composing 
any particular state or country are conipured with each other, 
the wisest are not always the wealthie^^t. This natural law, 
like others, is liable to fluctuations aud disturbances from arti- 

I Auiiual lt<^pan. Al«a Comaiuii' 
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ficial and arbitrary institutious. Primogeniture, entail, mo- 
nopoly, may derange its action ; yet even here, as if to add 
confirmation to the general principle, it is always found that 
the families of inferior minds who inherit wealtli, and the im- 
becile sovereigns or rulers who inherit power, owe their eleva- 
tion to the greatness of some ancestor whose mental superiority 
not only won pre-eminence for himself, but for his descendants 
also. Where wealth or social position has not been earned or 
won by the possessors themselves, it is the representative of 
some ancestral talent whose force is not yet expended. 

Who that visited the late Mechanics' Fair in the city of 
Boston was not bewildered by the number and diversity of the 
products of inventive genius and skill there exhibited? To the 
common observer, it was profusion producing confusion. What 
would be the result and " sum total " of a Mechanics* Fair 
among a tribe in the interior of Africa, or among the aborigines 
of our Western wilderness? Hardly more than a stone hatchet, 
a fiint-headed arrow, a stick burned at the end, and sharpened 
into a spear, and a few yards of tawdry wampum. Yet the 
variety and richness of the one, compared witli the poverty and 
rudeness of the other, would be but feeble symbols of the rela- 
tive power and weakness of the minds from which they sprung. 
And whence came the vast, the wonderful intellectual superi- 
ority ? It came from the old slate and pencil ; the bit of chalk 
and the bit of board, planed or unplaued ; the spelling-book 
and the reading-book, which have been found in every house- 
hold through all our borders, from the time of the first rude 
huts that went up, amid winter and storm, about Plymouth 
Rock, — which have been the companions and playthings of 
every nursery, and the business-things of every schoolroom, for 
more than two centuries, until the children, as if by force of 
hereditary instinct, seem to look round inquiringly after them 
almost as soon as they are born. These are the acorns whence 
the majestic forest has sprung. 

If the difference between persons dwelling in the same com- 
munity, and living side by side, be less striking to the senses, it 
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is uot leas iiislruclivc to tlie reason. In my Fiftli Anauul Bc- 
port, I prcscriicO tlic tesiiniouy af some of the most eminent 
and sneoessfiil bui»iueaa-iiien amongst us, proviog from bueitiess- 
deta, nud bcyooJ controvuray, lliat labor becomes more profit- 
able as the Inborcr is inoro iutelligeut ; and tbat the true miat 
of wealth, the veriiablc comnge of the country, is not to bo 
found in magniticent government establishments, at Philadel- 
phia or New Orleans, but in the humble scbnolhouse. 

Ou the occasion rofcrrod to, one of our most sagacious manu- 
facturers declared, not only in accordauce with the coactusioDS 
of his owu reason, but as the result of an actual experiment, 
that the best cotlOTi-miU in Nuw Eugland, if worked by opera- 
tives 30 low in the scale of intelligence as to be unable to read 
and write, would never yield thu proprietor a profit ; that the 
machinery would soon be worn oui, the owner impoverished, 
aud the operaiivea ihemselvos left penniless. Another witnesa, 
for a long time superintendent of many work-people, made the 
following striking remark : " So confideiil am I that produc- 
tion is affected by the inlellcctu;il and moral condition of help, 
that, whenever a mill or a room should fail to give the proper 
amount of work, my first inquiry, after that respecting the con- 
dition of the machinery, would be cu lo the character of the 
help; and, if the deficiency remained aiiy gi-cat length of time, 
I um sure I should find many wlio had made tlieir marks upon 
tlie pay-roll, being unable to write their names; aud I should 
be greatly disappointed, if I did not, upon inquiry, find a por- 
tion of them of irregular Imbils and suspicious chnracler." • 

Is it not, in fact, most palpably demunstrublu, fi-uui a com- 
parison of the uuture of mnu with tlio powers and prujicrlies of 
the luatei'ial universe iu which ho is placed, thai he waa de- 
signed to reach a ]}uint of iutellectuul and moral elevation far 
Liglier tliau any which the most favored people un the earlh 
havi; yet altaiueil ? A material world, active with such iuvi^ii- 
ble energies, and coui^tautly displaying such tltful changes, as 
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belong to our planet, would be the most cruel prisou-bcuse to 
beiugd capable of perceiving its aspects, but incapable of under- 
standing its laws. The superiority of our affective and sympa- 
thetic faculties over those possessed by the lower orders of crea- 
tion would only render us so much the more miserable and 
defenceless, if we had not the faculties of reason and judgment 
also, by which we are able to bring ourselves into harmony 
with sun'ounding circumstances. Without knowledge, our 
present lives would be far more wretched than those of the 
brutes which perish ; for we should be vulnerable on all sides, 
capable of suffering the keenest pain, while incapable of avoid- 
ing its causes. The revolution of the seasons would inflict 
want and debasement upon the whole race, if we could not 
foresee their vicissitudes and provide for their varying neces- 
sities. Comets and eclipses are fitted, in their very natures, to 
shed consternation and dismay upon the hearts of men, until 
the intellect comes in to explain the sublime order that pro- 
duces them.* 

To the savage, thunder and lightning are tokens of divine 
wrath ; while to the Christian philosopher they are only em- 
phatic and vivid proofs of the greatness and wisdom of God. 
To the enlightened mind, a tempest or a whirlwind is only a 
tempest or a whirlwind ; but a barbarian dreads them a thou- 

* It has been well said, " No eye has ever witnessed the spectacle of a total 
eclipse of the nun, evun when anuounccd with every charoctt^ristio of accuracy, 
without a shudder of awe, a sensation of deep terror, which reason in vain essays 
to subdue. The chilling^ and sombre darkness which spreads over Nature; the 
manifest terror of birds and animals, their inHtinctivo retreat to the abodes of 
m.iu, as if some uwful danger were imi>endiug: the horror of the idea of the de- 
itruction of tlie great source of light and life, and the possible dissolution of 
Nature, — all (roinplre to render this one of the most terrific scenes that the eye 
of man has ever witncsine.d. Wtiat, then, mutit have been the horror wtilch seized 
every spectator of tliis awful scene in those ngeii of the world when profound 
ignorance of its physical causes existed, and this terrible phenomenon burs( 
suddenly upon the world, unanticipated and unauuouncedl 

** The great Roman historian and annalist has, in a few graphic sentences, de- 
picted the etfect of an eclipse of the moon on the devoted legions of I'annouia. 
These liardy veterans, these iron men, born and bred to battle and to war, cowered 
before the awful spectacle, inarched in ugony to their contemned commanders, and 
Implored their forgiveness, and deprecated the wrath of the avenging gods, for 
their disobedience and iutiubordinntion."^ Sidereal ilesstnyvr. 
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■and times more for the anger of the gods which the; deuote, 
and for the evils they portend, tbaa for anj actual injaries 
which thej inflict. The auroras of the North, so beautiful to 
the eje of Bcieace, hare shaken myriads of hearia with fear. 
That unmerons and rariaus class of phenomana which we call 
optical illuaioDS are sources of the direst terror to the ignoraot, 
while thejr gratify a philosophic curiosity witli the purest de- 
light. In short, we know that all the wonders and glt.iries 
which Nature displays in her majestic course are only sources 
of superstition to those who have not learned lier sublime 
laws, darkening the already darkened mind, debasing the de- 
based, and terrifying tlie affrighted. It seems impossible that 
a benevolent Being could have gifled the human race with its 
high faculties, if he had not provided for aud ordained their 
davetopoieut aud edification. All the other orders of auimated 
Nature are adapted to tlieir condition : but a human soul, quick- 
ened by irrepressible impulses of curiosity, subject to the illu- 
sions of hope and to the agoules of fear, but with uo power to 
unriddle the mysteries by which it is encompassed ; with no 
power to realize the hopes spontaneously springing up within 
it, or to emancipate itself from the bondage of fear, — such a 
soul would be forever the trembliug slave of Nature ; while 
Nature would be a tyrant over it, deaf aud remorseless. What- 
ever name might be given to the place of its habitation, it 
would be a habitation of unquenchable fire. 

Kuowledge aud a highly-developed and highly-trained rea- 
son are to the temporal necessities of man what iuslinct is to 
the brute. But iuslinct is complete, perfect, self-active ; while 
knowledge aud reason can never reach any adequate height 
without vigorous self-efibrt and copious instructiuu from others. 
Far better, therefore, would it have been for mankind, hod they 
never been elevated in the scale of cxisteuce above the Sintia 
tribe, — the ape, the monkey, or the baboon, — than that they 
should have been endowed wilh the faculties of memory, of 
hope, of fear, and of imngiuatiou, without an adequate ability 
to derive wisdom from past experience, itnd to make provision 
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for future necessities. There is no earthly poiver b.it education, 
which, bj supplying these wants, can rescue the human race 
from sinking as much below the brute creation as they were 
designed to rise above it. 

So, too, if the practice of equity, virtue, and benevolence, 
were not possible for the race, its condition would be far more 
deplorable than that of any horde of wild beasts that ever 
prowled through a wiUlerness, or hid themselves for atnbusii 
in the depths of a jungle. Even tigers and wolves, with all 
their ferocity, can inflict but a transitory pain upon each other, 
or upon the weaker races around them. The most ingenious of 
all the animals have never invented macliincs to torture those 
of their own or of an inferior order. The iron boot, the thumb- 
screw, the rack, the fagot, are dreadful realities in natural his- 
tory ; but the infamy of their invention and their use belongs 
not to the brute creation. Brutes cannot build ships, and cross 
oceans, to despoil or enslave a defenceless and kindred race in 
another hemisphere ; nor can they forge any fetters, whether 
of iron or of law, which shall bind in remorseless bondage, 
not only the victim himself, but generations of his descendants. 
Brutes cannot bereave each other of their natural instincts, 
make the mother forget her young, the mated pair assail each 
other's lives, or the offspring lay parricidal hands upon its 
parent by transforming the choicest fruits of the earth into 
poison, and selling this poison for ignominious gain. The most 
selfish and ignoble races that ever fiew through the air, or 
swam in the sea, never availed themselves of the accidental 
possession of power to establish orders of patrician and plebe- 
ian, or of lord and commoner, and thus to doom one portion 
of their number to perform all the toil and bear all the burdens 
of the tribe, while they themselves monopolized all its leisure 
and its luxuries. What a spectacle would be presented, if a 
few individuals of some family of insects, gathering themselves 
into conclave upon some spire of grass in the middle of a vast 
plain, or upon some leaf in a boundless forest, should there 
presume not only to adjudicate upon all tiie purposes of crea- 
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tioQ and all the mysteries of eternity, but should denounce 
imprisonment and torture, the fagot and the scaffold, upon all 
who would not bow to their authority, and avow assent to their 
conclusions ! There are tribes of the brute creation, it is true, 
which prey upon other tribes ; but it is only for the satisfaction 
of a physical want, and, when their hunger is appeased, their 
fierceness subsides : but not in the north, where their rage is 
whetted by arctic cold, nor in the south, where their blood is 
fevered by tropical heats, do they ever inflict upon a victim the 
life-long solitude of a dungeon, or gratuitously burn his body, 
and heap contempt upon his ashes, for not believing as they be- 
lieve, or for not acknowledging, as the Great Spirit of the uni- 
verse, the idol which they may have set up. If, then, I say, it 
had not been a part of the divine determination, in the creation 
of our race, that its terrible propensities should be controlled, 
and its higher susceptibilities advanced into supremacy, zodl- 
ogy has yet to discover the species of animals so vile, so 
wretched, so mutually predaceous, that mankind has not rea- 
son to envy them. If posterity is to be what history shows us 
that nineteeu-twenticths of all the preceding world have been, 
what not less than four-fifths of it now are, then is man not the 
noblest, but the iguoblest, work of creation ; the accursed, and 
not the favored, of Heaven. Not believing in such a destiny, 
I believe there is a way to avoid it. 

Having proved, then, in former Reports, by the testimony of 
wise and skilled men, tliat disease may be supplanted by health, 
bodily pain by enjoyment, and premature death by length of 
life, merely by the knowledge and practice of a few great phys- 
iological principles, such as every person can easily master 
before the age of sixteen years ; and having also shown, by 
testimony equally authentic and satisfactory, that intelligence, 
co-operating with the bounties of Nature, is sufficient to secure 
comfort and competence to all mankind, — I propose to myself, 
in the residue of tiiis Report, the still more delightful task of 
showing, by proofs equally unexceptionable and convincing, 
that the great body of vices and crimes which now sadden 
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and torment the community nftiy be dislodged, and driven out 
from amongst us, by such improvements in our present com- 
mon-school system as wo are abundantly able immediately to 
make. 

During the last summer, in order to a clear and full presen- 
tation of the subject to those persons whose testimony I wished 
to obtain, I prepared a circular, setting forth, with as much pre- 
cision and completeness as possible, certain specific emenda- 
tions of our present school-system, — only such emendations, 
however, as we can readily make, — and appealing to the expe- 
rience and judgment of the persons addressed, to know what 
would be the results, were the system to be so amended. This 
circular was sent to teachers highly competent to give evidence 
on so important a subject, — competent from their science and 
from their personal experience, from the sobriety of their judg- 
ment, and from their freedom from any motive to overstate 
facts, or to deduce inferences too broad for the premises on 
which thev were founded. In fine, the circular was sent to 
persons whoso elevated character, and whose extended personal 
acquaintance with the subject-matter on which they testify, 
place them above denial, cavil, or suspicion. 

The circular, and the answers to it, follow : — 



CIRCULAR. 

1 (ii'sirc to obtain the opinion of teachors who are both scientific and prac- 
tical on a subject of great importance to the cause of popular education. 
Your lon«^ experience in school-keeping, the great number of children whom 
you bavc had under your care, and your well-earned reputation as an in- 
structor and trainer of youth, prompt me to apply to you for answers to the 
subjoined inquiries. 

My [general object is to obtain such an opinion as your experience will 
authorize you to ^ive R>s))ectin^ the etficiency, in the formation of social 
and mond cbaractiT, of a ^od common-school education, conducted on the 
cardinal principles of the New-England systems. In other words, how much 
of improvement in the upright conduct and good morals of the community 
might wo reasonably hopo and expect, if all our common schools were what 
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they ghoutd bo, what boid« of tbem now arc, and irhnt nil of them, hj mcani 
which the public ia pcriectlj able to command, may aoon be mada to be- 

Am wo look around us, wo aeo that tociety is infested bj Ticea, both amall 
Mid great. The value of life is diminished, and even life itself is sometimes 
made bnTdensome and odious, by the existence amongst us of pests and nni- 
■ancea in hnman form, whom the law forbids ns to destroy, and whom, with 
all our efforts, we are unable nlioUy to reform. Were we permitted to bunt 
out and exterminate from society a wicked or miscbieroDS man as wu would 
a prowling wolf from tlic aheeji-fbld, or could we apply Ibo sovereign nntidoto 
of extinction to a pestilent Lirood of chilUroa whom profligate parents arc 
about to send forth into the world, wo might then secure ourselves in a sum- 
marjmanner from present fears and from future annoyance. 60, too, if we 
could arrest the momentum of long habit, or win back to the paths of virtue 
ibose, who, by ihcir frequent tread, have worn the hitjhways of vice both 
smooth and broad, we should then have access to a. milder, though a more 
laborioos remedy. But the common scntimcnla of ninnkind would revolt at 
any proposal to prevent oil violatiooa of tho mornl code iiy extinguishing the 
life of the violators ; and all history and experience alford concurrent proof 
that the inbred habits of grown men and women — their accustomed traini 
of thought and of action — ore mainly beyond the control of secondnry 
causes. llenM it is, that a great part of tlic legislation of every state and 
nation, a vast majority of the decisions of all legal tribunals, and a still larger 
proportion of all the labors nnil expenditures of philanthropic and Christian 
inen, have been devoted to the punishment of positive wrong, or to the vain 
attempt to repair ita itiimelcss and numberless mischiefs. Coald these 
wrongs and mischiefs be prevented, our desceudanta would inherit a new 

The dautt of common offences by which society la vexed and tormented 
are uameroua; but the indhldaal acli of commatbm, under the respective 
classes, are absolutely incomprehensible, save by the Omniedent. 

There is the detestable practice of profane swearing, which is motiveless 
and gmtnitous wickedness. This is a vice which neither giree any property 
10 the poor man, nor any Innury to tho rich one. It degrades even the clown 
to n lower state, of vulgarity ; and it would render ibe presence even of the 
mdst polished ^ntlenian offensive and disgusting, if it were ever possible for 
Agfnllaiuin to be Kui''/ of it. 

Thonfcli greatly restricted, at the present day, in its destructive agcncf, 
and graduiilly withdrawing itself from the more respectable ami intelligent 
classes to the two extremes of society, — to [he lu.vurioualy rich and the eclf- 
made poor, — yet the vice of inremperanre slill exists nmongBl us. Wher- 
ever it invades, it eats out the substance of families ; no[ onlj- consiimes tho 
means of educating children, bat eradicates also the very disposition to edn- 
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cate them ; involves tho innocent in the sufferings of the gniltjr, even tortur- 
ing them with superadded pangs of shame which the guilty do not foci ; and, 
according to the divinelj-ordaincd laws of our physical being, it visits the 
iniquities of tho fathers upon tlie children, onto the third and fourth genera- 
tion, by sowing in their constitution the seeds of inordinate desires. 

Below that degree of slander or defamation which the law denounces as 
punishable, there exists such an amount of censoriousness and detraction as 
often estranges acquaintances, dissolves friendships, introduces discord into 
neighborhoods and communities, and sometimes entails hereditary animosi- 
ties upon families and circles, which might otherwise be blessed by harmony 
and peace. 

Nor can the gross and cowardly offence of lying be omitted from this odi- 
ous catalogue. This vice includes in its very nature so much of the assassin 
and the dastard, that it lurks to inflict secret blows, or only ventures abroad 
when large numbers, bound together by strong ties of passion or of interest, 
impart mutual confidence and boldness in the prosecution of a common 
object Hence a private individual who is known as a liar is detested, 
scorned, and shunned; while profligate political dcfamcrs and sectarian 
zealots, inspired by a common sentiment of ambition or of intolerance, and 
keeping themselves in countenance by their numbers and their partisanship, 
welcome this vice as an ally, and rejoice in the successes obtained by its aid. 
No patriotism is proof against tho rancor of party spirit ; no piety or good 
works, against the rage and blindness of religious bigotry. 

In pecuniary transactions, the temptations to overreaching, to exorbitance, 
and to actual dishonesty, are yielded to with a most lamentable frequency. 
The buyer takes advantage of the necessities of the seller, and obtains a 
transfer of his property for a small part of its value ; or sometimes, by adroit 
management and preliminary scheming, he creates the necessity which places 
the victim within the jaws of his avarice. The seller knowingly overstates 
the quantity, the quality, or tho value of the commodities he sells ; and, per- 
haps, takes advantage of the ignorance or credulity of the purchaser to obtain 
a price which he knows to be exorbitant and inequitable. The employer 
often avails himself of the necessities of the employed to obtain his services 
for less than they are worth ; he summons in hunger and cold, and the snf- 
ferings of a dependent fiimily, as advisers in helping to make an unrighteooB 
bargain, and as sureties for its performance. Men, without any pecuniary 
resources which they can call their own, embark in hazanlous speculations, 
where, if the rash adventure should chance to prove successful, they will 
pocket all the gain ; but, should it turn out to be disastrous, their creditors 
must suffer all the loss. 

In some of the commercial countries of Europe, a merchant's insolvency 
affects his moral character hardly less than his pecuniary credit. If a bank- 
rupt cannot show that his deficiency of means was occasioned by .some dis- 
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uier wbich be could not control, or hj Bome ]om which )io could not reason- 
ably be expected to foresee, he forfeiu his mercantile standing amonglt 
honorable dealers, and can retrieve his character only b; actual proof of 
returning or of newly-created honesty. A aeeond fuilure, anezpiaincd and 
unalooed ibr, brands with disgrace, and expels not more from the traffic thao 
from the eampanionship ofhonorablc men. 

The above classes of wrong-doing, together with many others of a kindred 
Dature, are regarded by the law ns minor offences. Some of them it does 
not undcrtalte to punish ; yet, from tiieir wide-spread prevaienoe anH great 
frequency, thej perhaps inflict aa large an nj^rcgute of evil npon society 
OS those of a more heinous and formidable character, but of less frcqnent 



In n^rd to oBences of a graver nature, — soch as come under the head 
of crimes or felonies, — the condition of our country compares furorably with 
that of any other part of Christendom. Especially will this remark appear 
true if we consider the slight amonnt of preventive force made use of, in 
any port of our Union, to dctcr'from actual transgression, and, as a general 
rule, the lightness of the penal sanctions helil up ns a terror to evil-doers. 
Tet that there docs exist amongst us an appalling amount of criminality 
of this deeper dye ; that flagrant oficnees n^inql the rigbts of property, of < 
person, of reputation, and of life, ore pcrpeiroted, — is proved by the records 
of our criminal courts, and by the mournful procession of convicts and felons 
whom we sec on tbeir way to our penitentiaries and other receptacles pre- 
pared for the guilty. 

Including all closeca of oUbndcrs, both the less and (ho more flagitious, it 
is uadeninlile that there exists amon^^t us o multitude of men, of whom it 
may be truly suid, that it would be better for the community had they never 
been bom, or had they died in childhood, before tlicir propensities for evil 
bad been developed, or beforo they had gone abroad to disturb the pence of 
society, and to destroy that sense of security which every honest man U 
entitled to foci. To thin the ranks of this host of enemies to the welfare 
of iho race, or to cripple the evil energies of those who could nut be wholly 
rcrtnimcd, has been the abject of philanthropists and sa^es from the begin- 
ning of time. Their clibru, huwerer, have been expended a million'fold 
more upon [he old than upon the young; and a million-fold more, also, 
in the way of punishment than of prevention. 

Among the ropnblios of ancient times, a few wise and sagacious men did 
clearly perceive the bearing of edacation upon character, and, of course, 
npon innuccDco and guilt, both personal and public ; but nmoni: the masses 
of the people there never existed any settled and operative conviction of 
this truth : and not a single year can be pointed out in all their long nunals, 
where a majority of those who held the reins of government, and framed the 
Inw^ ol' the Sane, rose to any practical or even Iheorc^c conception of the 



REPORT FOR 1847. 155 

grand idea, that the vital intelligence or the stupidity, the int<.'grity or 
the dishonesty, of the people at large, will be measured and bounded by the 
kind and degree of tho education imparted to its children, just as the zones 
upon thu earth's surface are measured and bounded by the amount of sun 
light which is shed ui)on them.* 

In modern times, tiiis relation of early education to adult character haa 
been more clearly and generally recognized as being, what it truly, to a very 
great extent, is, a relation between cause and ei!t;ct. As one means of estab- 
lishing this truth, many earnest well-wishers of their race have made exten- 
sivo collections of what are called tho " Statistics of Education and Crime/' 
The inmates of large penal establishments have been subjected to a personal 
examination in onler to ascertain whether a greater proportion of them 
than of the community at large from which they were taken were wholly 
ignorant of letters. In this investigation, tho comparison luvs Ixjcn made 
between those who were able both to read antl write, and those who could 
perform neither or but one of these operations. 

I will not dwell here upon the amazing absunlity of any definition of the 
word "education," whose spirit or whose terms are satisfied by the mere 
ability to read and write. Heading and writing may be, and, among this 
class of persons, they usually are, mere mechanical processes : and how such 
attainments should ever have been dignified by tho name of education, or 
confounded with that noble culture of the soul which pours the noon-day 
illumination of knowledge upon the midnight darkness of ignorance ; which 
seeks to enthrone the moral faculties over all animal desires and propensities, 
and to make the entire course of instruction subservient to the great duties 
of love to God and love to man, — how an absurdity so extravagant, and 
now so obvious, could ever have been committed, can be explained only by 
reference to the low and unworthy ideas of education which once prevailed. 

The naked capacity to read and write is no more education than a tool is 
a workman, or a telescope is a La Place or a Le Verrier. To possess the 
means of education is not the same as to possess the lofty powers and im- 
munities of education, any more than to possess the pen of a poet is to pos- 
sess a poet's skill and ''faculty divine," or than the possession of the gos- 
pel is the possession of that liberty wherewith Christ maketh his disciples 
free ; and that reading and writing are only instrumeuits or means to be 
used in education is a truism now so intuitively obvious as to disdain argu- 
ment. And hence it is, that of two persons, one of whom can barely write 
his name or spell out a paragraph in a newspaper, while to the mind of the 
other the contents of all manuscripts and of all libraries have no more exist- 
ence than nonentity has to his senses, it would l>e hazardous to affirm that 
the chances of the former for a virtuous life are much superior to those of 

* Even Marcus Aurelius declared himself eatinfled if he could only hnprove a 
few persons; and he denied the possibility of c^tablislnng Plato's republic. 
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(he lattor. Nor do the best nathoriiics dispel all ihe clouds of doabt wbicb 
hang over this qucsiinn. Some writers maintain that crime nrtnally in- 
creasoa Id proponion to the diffusion of tlio rudiments of knowledge, provid- 
ed the knowledgo which is difiused atopa with men] rudimeiita. I think, 
however, it mun be cuncedud that the prcpondunincc of namea and of sta- 
tistical TcitilCa docs, oQ the whole, clearlj &Tor thu opinion, that crime 
recedm as knowiodgic ndranccs ; and that, as the flill-rison snn enable* a 
tniTcllor to see hia path, and lo aroid the daagen thai beset it, so the Brit 
and faintest gleaming uf lbs moraiog twilight U/w him to discover his way, 
and ui shun ils perils. It must also be remembcrsd, that when great num- 
bers arc taken as the basis of comparison, all of whom possess the radimeots 
of knowledge, it will alwuys bnppen that some of them will possess more 
than iho ri'diment)' Hence, taking whole commnnities together, I belieTB 
the Icgtlim.ilc and inevitable conelneion to be, that crcrj advance in knowl- 
edge nmon^t a people is pro lunlo an invasion of ihe domain of crime. 

For yiatra post, huwevur, althaui:ll I have carefially scrutinized these H>- 
callcd " Statistics of Edacotion and Crime," and am couvinccd tliaC they do 
establish n distinction bol ween the two classes, — one of which can read and 
write, while the other can do neither of these things, or lint ono of them, — 
in regard to iboir relative exemption from crime or exposure lo it, yet I 
have never been nblo to brin«; myself to present these schedules lo our peo- 
ple as on argument in favor of that elevated and ennobling education to 
which ic is theirduty lo aspire, I have felt, that, by so duing, the argument 
woald be shorn or half its power by the fbcblencss of itic proofs brought to 
ausiaiQ it. IE would bo like exhibiting a uiper to prove the existeneo of 
light while snrround»l by the sun's ctTulgence. Our present state of socie- 
ty, the form of government under which wc live, the improvable bullies 
with which we have lieen endowed by our Maker, and the solemn destiny 
that awaits ns, — all demand vastly more than " a knowledge of the nature 
and power of letters, and the just method of spelling words," and tbo mo- 
chanieal ability to imitate, with a pen, their written or printed sign*. 

Yet this degrndinf^ idea of edncaliou, which was first conceived in refer- 
ence to the ignorant doBsos of Eorope, has been, to some extent, adopted 
and acted upon in our own country. The lust census of the United States, 
taken by authority of a law of Congress, and in compliance with a provis- 
ion of the Federal Constitution, procccdc<l upon this Enropcan fallacy. It 
virtnally adopted the old line of distinction between education and ifiiio- 
rance ; for it required anennmerntion of alt persons over twenty years of .i)^ 
who were unable to read and write. The results have been pubtished, and 
they arc now emiiodied with the |)crinaneni sbitisties of the country. 
Towns, counties, and stotes hfu vlassi^d; ibcir condition U mentioned with 
honor or with opprobrinra. aeeordin;^ In their roliitive position above or 
below this absurd standard of knowledge and enllurc. It is inevitable ihiil 
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this leg^lativc sanction of such a standard — this naturalization of it, so to 
speak — should have a most baneful effect in debasing public opinion upon 
the subject. Facts of an interesting nature are presented, it is true ; but 
their tendency is to rob education of all its noblest attributes. 

But though the public mind always tends strongly to conform its modes 
of thinking to legal definitions, and to subscribe to opinions sanctioned by 
high authority, yet the common sense of the community, especially in the 
more educated States of the Union, has outgrown these contracted notions, 
and has claimed for the word "education " a far ampler and loftier significance. 
All intelligent thinkers upon this subject now utterly discard and repudiate 
the idea that reading and writing, witli a knowledge of accounts, constitute 
education. The lowest claim which any intelligent man now prefers in its 
behalf is, that its domain extends over the threefold nature of man, — over 
his body, training it by the systematic and intelligent observance of those 
benign laws which secure health, impart strength, and prolong life ; over his 
intellect, invigorating the mind, replenishing it with knowledge, and culti- 
vating ail those tastes which are allied to virtue ; and over his moral and 
religious susceptibilities also, dethroning selfishness, enthroning conscience, 
leading the affections outwanl in good-will towards men, and upward in 
gratitude and reverence to God. In thousands of reports prepared by 
school-committees, in frequent addresses and lectures delivered on public 
occasions, in all educational documents emanating from high official sources, 
and in every work pretending to scientific accuracy, or to any comprehen- 
sive outline of the subject, these sacrexl and miijestic attributes have been set 
forth ; and it has been demonstrated, hundreds of times over, that the effect 
of a sound education of the people must, not accidentally, but necessarily, 
not occasionally, but always, be to repress the conmiission of crime, and to 
promote the diffusion of human happiness ; and that to act in conscious 
defiance or disregard of these truths is treachery to the best interests of our 
fellow-men, and impiety towards the Author of the moral universe. 

But notwithstanding all that has been said, and so well said, as to the 
moral power of education in reforming the world, there have still been a 
vagueness and an indefiniteness in ngard to the extent of that power, which 
have shorn argument and eloquence of much of their strength. Nowhere have 
its advocates set forth, distinctly and specifically, how much they believe can 
be accomplished by it. When an alleged improvement is presented to a ju- 
dicious man, he wishes to know whether, and to what extent, its benefit will 
exceed its cost. A capitalist will not aid a new enterprise with his money 
until he is satisfied of the profitableness of the investment ; nor will a manu- 
facturer purchase new machinery unless he is convinced that it will do bet- 
ter work in the same time, or equal work in less. 

It seems to me that the time is now arrived when the friends of this cause 
should plant themselves on a more conspicuous position; when, surveying 



158 AHHUAL RBPORTS ON EDUCATION. 

the infinite of wrelchrdneu and crime iroand them, before which the stoiit. 
e*t heart is appalled, and humanilj atands ^haat, ihe.T ihoald proclaim the 
poirer and the prcrogfttirca of edncalioD to retcac mankind from their ca- 
lamilice. Founding themKlret upon evidence that eannoc be disputed, and 
fonifjing their cunt'luBioua by the results of personal experience, tlic; ahonid 
proclaim Iioir fur tlie miseries of men can be alleviated, und liuw (tx the 
dominion of crima can bo overthrown, bjBucli a system of education aa it is 
peilectly prorticalilo for every civilized community forthwith to cstabliah ; 
and thus they should awaken tite conscience of the public to a sense of it» 
raaponsibility. 

The idea will be more distinctly pt«sented ander an inquiry like Che fbl- 

Undcr the soundest nnd most vi);oroui system of education which we cim 
DOW command, wlmt proportion, or perceniagc, of all the children who are 
bon, can be made useful and exemplary men, — lionest dealers, conscien- 
liona jurors, true wiinessi-it, incorruplil>ie Tolcrs or mafiiatratcs. good par- 
ents, good neigiibors, pmil mcmbcTS of society ? In otiier words, with our 
present knowledge of ttie art and science of education, and with such new 
fmit of experience an time maybe expected Co bear, whnt proportion, or per- 
centage, of all children, must be pronounced irrcclaimnblc and irredeemable, 
notwithatandinf; the tnost vifroroua educational eflbrta. which, in the present 
state of society, cnn lie put forth in Cbcir behalf? what proportion, or per- 
centage, must become drunknrUs, profane swearers, detractors, vagabonds, 
rioters, cheats, thicvea, aggressors upon the rights of property, of person, 
of reputation, or of lift; ; or, in a single phrnsc, must be guilty of such 
omissions of right, and commissious of wrnnj;, that it would have been bet- 
ter for the community hod they never been Iwm T This is a problem which 
tbe conrao of cvcpts has evolved, nnd which society and the government 
must meet. If, with such educational means and resources m we can now 
command, eighty, ninety, ninety-five, or ninety-ninn ;>er rent of all chitdrtn 
can be made temperate, indnstrioue, frugal, conseienCious in all ilieir deal- 
ings, prompt to jiity and instruct ignorance instead of ridicnliUK it and tak- 
JDgadvanl>e<'Of it, pnblic-apiritcd, philanthropic, and observers ofali thing* 
saci^; if, I say, any given proportion of oar children, by human cflbrta, 
and by such a divine bicssin;; as the common course of God's providence 
autliorizea us to expect, cnn be made to possess these qualiliei', and to act 
from tiiem, — then, just ao Far as our posterity shall fall below this praclJ- 
cable exemption from vices and crimes, nnd just so far as they -ih.nll fail (o 
possess these attainable virtnex, just so far will those who frnoie nnd exe- 
cute our laws. k1]u))U public opinion, and lead public action, be criminally rt- 
ipomiUe far the diffi.rma. I Can conceive of no moral proposition clearer 
than this. Society, in its collective capacity, is the possessor of ull the 
knowledge, and the owner of all the property, in (-xistcocc. Govemmenta 
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have been organized, and are invested with power, to use any needful amount 
of this property for purposes of education ; and, by holdinp: out adequate 
inducements aud remuneration, they can command the services of the high- 
est talent. Here, tht-ii, duty, and the means to perform it, come together. 
The only remaining question is, llow much can be done t for, in a cause and 
for a purpose like this, notliing which can actually be done can be guilt- 
lessly omitted. If it is proved, with a reasonable degree of certainty, that 
ninety-nine, ninety-five, ninety, eighty, or any other given percentage of all 
children can be rescued from vice and crime, and can be so educated and 
trained as to become valuable citizens, but the State refuses or declines to 
do this work, then the State itself becomes a culprit; and, before the great 
moral Judge who is seated on the throne of the universe, it must stand a 
spectacle of shame and guilt, like one of its own inferior culprits l^'foro its 
own judicial tribunals. 

With these preliminary observations, which seemed to be necessary in 
order to a full exposition of the object I have in view, I proceed to submit 
the following specific inquiries, and to request your answer to them : — 

1. How many years have you been engaged in school-keeping? and 
whether in the country, or in populous towns or cities? 

2. About how many children have you had under your care? of which 
sex ? and between what ages ? 

3. Should all our schools be kept by teachers of high intellectual and 
moral qualifications, and should all the children in the community be 
brought within these schools for ten mouths in a year, from the age of four 
to that of sixteen years, then what proportion, what percentage, of such 
children as you have had under your care, could, in your opinion, be so edu- 
cated and trained, that their existence on going out into the world would 
be a benefit, and not a detrimeut, an honor, and not a shame, to society? 
Or, to state the question in a general form, if all children were brought 
within the salutary and auspicious influences I have hero supposed, what 
percentage of them should you pronounce to be irreclaimable and hopeless? 
Of course, I do not speak of imbeciles or idiots, but only of rational and 
accountable beings. 

You will perceive, that, in certain respects, I am supposing no change in 
the present condition of society. I am taking families as they now are, and 
am allowing all the unfavorable as well as the favorable influences of the old 
upon the young to continue to operate, at least for a time, as heretofore. 
Nor do I suppose any sudden or transforming change in co-operative or 
auxiliary institutions, — such as the Sabbath school, the pulpit, and so 
forth, — although it is certain that such a state of things as is hero out- 
lined would gradually impart new vigor to all that advances the progress 
of society, while it would impair the force of nil that retanls it. 
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On the other hnud, however, I un euppojing two great cliaogei. I am 
inpposing nil our children to ho plnceil under the care of «uch a clasji of men 
■nd women as we dow honor bj the appellatiun of first-claes or firsl-ratu 
UochorB, — of anch teachers an am able, la the Hcboolroom, both to U-'ucli 
and to j^Tcnt ; and irbo, oat of tlie adiaalrooni, <nill lie unimatcil bj a 
nusaionary spirit in farthering tlic uhjectD of their aocred vooulion. 1 haro 
■1k> mpposed that all the children in the cominiinitT shall br brought under 
the fonninj' handx of such tcachcn, from the age of fonr to that of aixtecn, 
for ten months in each year. 

While, tiiercforc, the above supposition leavea children exposed, in many 
caaei, to the pernicious fumilj and aocial iDflaeni».-s uuder which they are 
now suffering, it aasumcs that all the children, when out of Hchool, ihall 
meet only soch children ua are enjoying the same high training;, the same 
daily insolation of moral principles, as themselves. My supposition allows 
• continnance of the sanui Giinily and otluli iiiflueaeea (at least until thcM 
■hall be supplanted by the betlt^r iu6ucaceii of the rining generation, 
action and re-action hiuCuning insults), because Ilieio influences ure tiicts 
which no earthly pover can ennxu to be iinmeitiatcly chan^rcd. Bat J have 
supposed this noble company of teachers, this length of schools, and thi* 
universality of attendance. Iiecause these are reforms on the present condi- 
tion of things, which can be effected without any great delay, — at the 
tartheal, a very few years betUK nn umjile alluwanea for the completion of 
such a chan)^, 

To reduce my third question, tiien, within its narrowest limiu, ntid to 
make it as doHniio and precise as pis.iible, suppose yourself to be atationcd 
as a school-tuaclier in a place simibir to any of chose in wliich you liaTB 
before labored ; sappOM yourself, tuu, to bo surrounded by iceiiherd TuLy as 
capable and as xealuus in all rcspeebt aa yourself; and suppose, further, 
that all the childrL'n are brought nnder your care or theirs, as above speei- 
fled, — that is, for a perioil of twi'lvc years, or from four to cixtecn, and ten 
months in eocli year, — and will you llicn please to declare whnt jiroportion. 
or percentage, of those under your own cure, you believe eould be turned 
out the blessing, and not the bane, the linnor, and not the scandal, of society 1 
and oa what ptoportion, or percentage, — the complement of the other, — 
would your experience conpul yuu to prunounco the doom of hopeleisneii 
•Dd irredumalality % 

Very truly and sincerely yours, 

Hob 10 B UAinr. 

I extract from the replies to ihU circular oa\y the apeci&c 
ho circular ! — 
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LETTER FROM JOHN GRISCOM, Esq. 

BuRUNQTOir, N.J., 8 mo. 27th, 1847. 

Mr EsTEKMED Fbiend, — . . . My belief is, that, under thu oonditiuDs 
mentioned in the question, not more than two per cent would )xi irreclaima- 
ble nnisances to society, and that ninety-five per cent would be supporters 
of the moral welfare of the community in which they resided. 

With teachers properly trained in normal schools, and with snch a pop- 
ular disposition towanls schools as wise legislation might effect, nineteen- 
twentieths of the immoralities which afflict society might, I verily believe, 
be kept under hatches, or eradicated from the soil of our social institu- 
tions. 

Every step in such a progress renders the next more eusy. This is 
proved not only on the grand scale of comparing country with country, and 
state with state, but district with its adjacent district, and neighborhood 
with neighborhood. 

Finally, in the predicament last stated in the circular, and supposing 
the teachers to be imbued with the gospel spirit, I believe there would not 
be more than one-half of one per cent of the children educated, on whom a 
wise judge would be "compelled to pronounce the doom of hopelessness 
and irreclaimability." 

In nothmg which I have advanced has it been my intention to advocate 
any sccUirian instruction in our schooU, or any tiling adverse to the statu- 
tory limits of the Massachusetts school-system. I therefore expressly dis- 
avow any intention to recommend truths or doctrines, as part of the moral 
instruction to be given in public schools, which any believer in the Bible 
would reasonably deem to be sectarian. 

I am, with true esteem, thy friend, 

Jno. Gbiboom. 



LETTER FROM D. P. PAGE, Esq. 

State Normal School, Albany, N.Y., Nov. 20, 1847. 
Hoir. HoRAOB Mann. 

Dear Sir, — . . . Could I bo connected with a school furnished with 
aU the appliances you name, where all the children should be constant 
attendants upon my instruction for a succession of years, where all my 
fellow-teachers should be such iiA you suppose, and where all the favorable 
inflncnccs described in yonr circular should surround me and cheer me, 
ev«n with my moderate abilities as a teacher, I should scarcely expect, after 
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the first generation of chtldren anbmitted (o the experiment, to fail, in a 
$ir>gU eoK. to sccnre the remttfl joa hare named. 

. . . But I Bbould not Toi^ive myeelf, nor think nyBClf longer fit lo 
be a teacher, if, with all the aitl.^ and iaflaeacei yoa have toppoied, I ihonid 
bil, in one cose in a hundrud, to rear up children who, whuu the; ibotild 
become men, would be " hont'st dealers, conscieatioua jurord, [me witne»«a, 
Incormptible voters or magistrates, good parents, f^ood neighbor*, good 
members of aocictj; " or, as yoa express it in another place, who woald 
be "lempenua, inUustrious, fhigol, conscientiona in all their dealings, 
prompt to pit; and instruct ignomnco instead of ridiculing it and taking 
advantage of it, iiublic-xpiriwd, philnntbropiu, and observers of all things 
■acred ; " and, negatively, wbo would rat be" drunkanjs, probne iwooren. 
detractors, vagabonds, rioters, cheats, thieves, a^rcaaore upon the rigbta 
of proper^, of person, of repntation, or of life, or gnilty of such omiMioai 
of right, and commiasIonB of wrong, that it wonid bo better for the com- 
monltf had the; never been born." 

With sincere regard, jour friend, 

D. P. Paob. 



LBTTBR FBOU SOLOMON ADAMS, Ea«. 

Bonox, Nor. «, IHT. 

HOH. HOKAOB UUIK. 

My dear Sir, — ... I. I have been engaged in this profession twenty- 
fbnr years ; the first fire yean in the country, the remainder of the time 
in a city. 

S. My wliolo number of papils U a little below two tboiiMnd. The 
last nineteen years, my pupils have been females. Previously, both sexes. 

If a well-conducted education produces benevolence, justice, truth, patriot- 
ism, love to God and love to man. in one case, the anmc cducn^n, in the 
same circa msiances, will produce the same results in all citaoa. The results 
fur which we look und labor somutimcs fail, not because tbugreat law of uni- 
formity is at fault, bat by reason of counti'racting causes, which may eaeopo 
our most cnrcful scrutiny. Does tltefaiiurv impair our confidence in the nni- 
(brmity of moral caunes and eflcctal The moment this law fiiils, every cord 
that binds society togrther is sundered ; society is disintegrated. Kvory locial 
enactment by which society attempts to ret^ulalo its members, every motive 
by which one man hopes lo influence another, assumes (liia uniformity. It is 
the hini;o on which all social infinenccs turn. Without it, we could not shape 
moral means to moral ends. To dottroy ft, to deuU it, wonId be the moral 
unhingement of liocicly. 
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In this great law are the teacher's hopes and cncoaragements. The great 
outline of the means he is to employ is well defined. It is his province to 
bring all those moral appliances to bear upon the soul which are suited to 
lead it into hai-muny with tmth and with God, to train it to the percep- 
tion and love of truth and goodness. In doing this, the faithful teacher is 
a co-worker with God, and may confidently look to the Author of all good 
to give the crowning blessing to his strenuous endeavors. There are those 
(and I confess myself of the number) who believe and feel that all human 
endeavors, unaided by an influence from on high, will prove fruitless, so far 
OS the highest wants of the immortal spirit are concerned. Yet those who 
feel so can tell us of no way in which they are authorized to expect such 
an influence, and of no way in which it is exerted even by almighty power, 
except through the instrumentality of truth presented to the mind. There 
might as well be a conflagration without fire, or a flood without fluid. 

I confess I do not see how our different theological views can essentially 
alter our modes of instruction. We are all to train the young in the way 
in which they should go, ** giving line upon line, precept upon precept, here 
a little and there a little/' waiting for and expecting precious fruit The 
fruit may ripen slowly. From day to day, you may not be able to see any 
progress. This holds true both in moral and intellectual training. But, 
by comparing distant intervals, progress is perceptible. At length a result 
comes, which repays all the teacher's labor, and inspires new courage for 
new efforts. You ask for my own experience. This is my apology for 
alluding with freedom to myself. Permit me to say, that in very many cases, 
after laboring long with individuals almost against hope, and sometimes in a 
manner, too, which I can now see was not always wise, I have never had 
a case which has not resulted in some good degree according to my wishes. 
The many kind and voluntary testimonials given, years afterwards, by per- 
sons who remembered that they were once my wayward pupils, are among 
the pleasantest and most cheering incidents of my life. So uniform have 
been the results, when I have had a fair trial and time enough, that I have 
unhesitatingly adopted the motto, Never despair. Parents and teachers are 
apt to look for too speedy results from the labors of the latter. The moral 
nature, like the intellectual and physical, is long and slow in reaching the 
full maturity of its strength. I was told, a few years since, by a gentleman 
who knew the history of nearly all my pupils for the first five years of my 
labor, that not one of them had ever brought reproach upon himself, or 
mortification upon friends, by a bad life. I cannot now look over the whole 
list of my pupils, and find one, who had been with me long enough to re- 
ceive a decided impression, whose life is not honorable and useful. I find 
them in all the learned professions, and in the various mechanical arts. I 
find my female pupils scattered as teachers through half the States of the 
Union, and as the wives and assistants of Christian missionaries in every 
quarter of the globe. 
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So far, tber«rorc, m mj own experience goei, bo fur ■■ m^ knovledgo of 
tike experience ol otben extends, hi for m the Btatistics of crime throw anj 
ligbt on the subject, I should confideDtlj expect that ninetj-aiDD in a hun- 
dred, and I think even more, with such nmans of educatiuD as you haTs 
•apposed, and with such divine favor as wo are authoriiud tu expect, would 
become good members of aocivty, the supporters of order aud law, and 
tnith and justice, and all rightcouHnesa. 

That I ma; not be misunderilood, allow me to add a few cxplonator; 

I have no confidence in the reformatoiy power of education into which 
moral and rcligioas iiiflaenvea do not enter, i easuma, — as anj one having 
ths sllghieat aeqaaintauicc with jronr wricinga and teachings on tbli subject 
knows that jon do, — that the tlireo |i;reat classes of power*, the physical, 
intellectual, and moral, shall each receive its proper training; and then I 
ftel Butboriaed to look cnnBdentlj for that providential blessing which will 
■ecuro the faif;h results already allodcd to. Without such a tnUning, I have 
no right to expect the blessing of Heaven, or a good result. I do not fulfil 
the condl^ns on whleh audi results are promised. 

It is to belbtircd, jva, to be for a lamentation, that comparaiirely few of 
tMchert, and still fewer of the commnnity, have looked upon a school-edu- 
attion as any thing mora than a very limited intellectual training, leaving 
physical and moral culture to take cura of themselves. The school-laws of 
Hassachusetls have alwaye contemplate other attainments and vastly 
higher ends. Yet it so happens, that that part of the law has been best 
remembered and acted on which speaks of rending, writing, and the ele- 
ments of arithmetic. These have been insisted on chiefly with reference to 
their direct application to the busineBs and imlSc of life ; as if it were 
the chief end of iDBQ to count coppeta, pocket them, and liccp them. While 
the law contemplatei these elementary attaiumcnts aa merely the beginning* 
and inlets to all the treasures of wisdom, how many have looked upon them 
u tie abieation of the boy and the man 1 

Very truly yonr obedient friend and servant, 

8. Adami. 



LETTER FROM REV. JACOB ABBOTT. 

Nsw-YouK CtTV, .luiie 2S, 184T. 
nOK. HOKACB Mann. 

Dfor Sir, — . . . 1. I ha»e been engage<l in the practical duties <rf 
tearhlnj; fbr ahoat Kn yean, chiefly to private schools in Boston and New 
Vork. 
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2. I have had under my care, for a long:cr or shorter time, probably 
nearly eight hundred pupils. They have been of both sexes, and of all 
ages, from four to twenty-five. 

3. If all our schools were under the charge of teachers possessing what 
I regard as the right intellectual and moral qunlificatious, and if all the 
children of the community were brought under the influence of these schools 
for ten months in the yvar, I think that the work of training up the whole 
community to intelligence and virtue would soon be accomplished, as com- 
pletely as any human end can be obtained by human means. 

I do not think, however, that, so far as the formation of the habits of 
virtue in the young is concerned, the accomplishment of the result depends 
either upon the intellectual powers or attainments of the teacher, or upon 
the amount of formal moral instructions which he gives his pupils. Knowl- 
edge alone has but little tendency to afiect the feelings and principles of the 
heart ; and formal moral instructions, except as auxiliaries to other influ- 
ences, have very little power, according to my experience, over the con- 
sciences and characters of the young. 

The true iK)wcr of the teacher in giving to his pupils good characters in 
future life seems to me to lie in his forming them to the practice of virtue, 
while nnder his charge, by the influence of hia own personal charojcter and 
actions. To do this, however, ho must have the right character himself. 
Ho must be governed in all that he does by high and honorable principles 
of action. He must be reallv benevolent and kind. He must take an 
honest interest in his pupils, — not merely in their studies and general char- 
acters, but in all their childish thoughts and feelings, in the difficulties they 
encounter, in their temptations and trials, in their sports, in their conten- 
tions, in their troubles ; in every thing, in fact, that affects them. He 
must, in a word, feel a strong interest and sympathy for them in the thou- 
sand difficulties and discouragements they must encounter in slowly finding 
their way, with all their ignorance and inexperience, to their place in the 
complicated and bewildering maze of human life. 

A teacher who takes this sort of interest in his pupils will understand 
them and sympathize with them in a way which will at once command their 
kind regard, and give him a powerful, and, in the view of others, a very 
mysterious, ascendency over their minds. They feel as if he was upon 
their side, taking their part, as it were, against the difficulties and dangers 
and troubles which surround them. Thus ho becomes one of them, a 
sharer in their enjoyments, a partaker of their feelings. They come to 
him with confidence. He plans their amusements, he joins them in con- 
versation, ho settles their disputes. They see on what principles he acts ; 
and they catch, themselves, the same mode of action from him by a kind 
of sympathy. They imbibe his sentiments insensibly and spontaneously, 
not because he ennnciates them, or proves them in lectures, but because he 
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exhibit* them In liring reklitj in bif oonvwMtioii and condact. Tbia aon 
or ipnpathetie actioa bctwNn hettrt and heart has tat (trealcr inflnenw 
■moog bU mankiDd than formal tcuchings and uxhortations. It is the lift 
and spirit o[ virtue in contradistinction (h>m the letter and the form. 

... IT all the children of thii land were under the charge of tnub 
teachers fbr six hours in ttio daj, and ten months in the jcar, and were to 
contione under these influences for the usnal period of instruction in schools, 
I do not see why the result would not be, that, in two generations, substan- 
tially the whole population would he trained up lo virlue, to habits of 
integri^, fidelity in dut;, justice, temperance, and mutual good-will. It 
seems to mo that this effect would take place in ail cases, except where cx- 
uemelj unGivorahle inSuenees ont of school should counteract it; which, 
I think, would hardly be the case, except in some districts in the morepopu- 
lonidilea. 

I am, nij napeetfally, jronn, 

Jaoob Abbott. 



LBTTBK FBOM Y. A. ABAHS, Esq. 

Obuob, N.J., Dec 11, IMT. 
HoH. HoKioa Maith. 

Dtar Sir, — . . . I do not hesitate to express the conrlctioD that there is 
no agency which society can exert, tbroi^h the government, capable of ex- 
erting so great a moral influence for the rising generation as the steady 
training of tlio yonng in the beat schools. 

In reply lo the spcciflc inijuiry, in your eircnlar, what proportion of our 
youth would probably, under Che advantagea of schooling presupposed in 
the circular, fsil of fullilling honorubty their soeisl and moral obligations in 
society, I would say, that in the course of my experience, for ten years, 
in leoching between three and four hundred children, mostly boys, I have 
been acquainted with not more than two pupils in regard to whom I should 
not feel a cheerful and strong confidence in the success of the proposed ex- 
periment. In regard to these two cases, I should not despair, hnt should 
have a strong preponderance uf fear, that, under the best influences such as 
you have supposed, they would still remain wedded to low and mischievous 
habits. From their peculiar temperament, tlii^rc wus much reason to sup- 
pose that a lifij of steady and hard labor would do fur them much, inamonl 
point of Tiew, which the influences of school could not accomplish. 

The class of youth I have bad nnder my care would, in some leipects, 
ttfbrd a better than average chance for the success uf the experiment, as 
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they, in all cases, have been exempt from the evils of poverty. In other 
respects, however, this exemption was counterbalanced by habits of self- 
indulgence, which could not have existed had the pecuniary means been 
wanting. 

I remain, dear sir, with sincere respect and esteem, yonrs, 

F. A. Adams. 



LETTER FROM B. A. ANDREWS, Esq. 

Nbw BarTAUf, Conn., Dec. 8, 1847. 
Hon. Horaob Mann. 

Decvr Sir, — ... In reply to your first and second questions, permit mo 
simply to remark, that I have been connected with the department of educa- 
tion, either as pupil or ns teacher, for more than fifty years. I have in- 
structed both in the country and in cities : in the former I have, fur the most 
part, had the charge of only a few select pupils ; in the latter, for about 
twenty years, I was connected with large institutions of instruction. I have 
no means of determining, with any tolerable approach to accuracy, the whole 
number of my pupils, nor the proportion of each sex. 

I do not hesitate to express my conviction, that such an education as your 
question supposes, continued for so long a period as twelve years, and in- 
cluding all the children of the community, would remove a very large por- 
tion of the evils with which society is now burdened. I need not say, that 
I would be far from attributing so important results to any system of merely 
intellectual training, or even to the most perfect combination of intellectual, 
physical, and moral discipline, to the exclusion of that which is strictly 
religions. Such a qualification of my meaning might have been necessary, 
on account of the limited sense in which the word " education " is often used, 
had not the necessity been removed by the express terms of the conditions 
annexed to the question in your circular. 

It may indeed be feared that society is not yet fully prepared to put forth 
the effort necessary to accomplish so desirable a result ; but I cannot believe 
that the time is very remote when its attainment will be considered an object 
of paramount importance. It cannot be that the millions of intelligent men 
found in this and in other Christian countries can much longer permit their 
feelings to be enlisted, and the resources of the communities to which they 
belong to be employed, in promoting objects of far inferior value, while the 
advantages of a good system of general education are, in so great a degree, 
overlooked. If, as I fully believe, it is in the power of the people of any 
State, by means so simpl« as your question supposes, and so completely in 
their own power as these obviously arc, so to change the whole face of so- 
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ciety in a single generation that scarcelj one or two per cent of reallj incor- 
rigible members shall be found in it, it cannot be that so great a good will 
continue to be neglected, and the means for its attainment unemployed. 

In forming our estimate of the probability of so important a result as I 
have supposed, it must not be forgotten, that, simple as are the means now 
proposed for its attainment, they have never been employed, so far as I know, 
in any extended community whose experience is on rcconl. In Scotland, 
and of late in Prussia, a considerable approximation has been made towards 
reaching the supposetl conditions, and with benefits, it is believed, fully cor- 
re8|)onding with the degree of perfection of their respective systems. The 
common schools of New England, which have done so much to elevate her 
character, have still fallen immeasurably short of the conditions supposed. 
With all their acknowledged defects, however, the instances. I believe, are 
few, in which those who have been trained in them, from childhood to the 
close of the period usually allotted to education in these'schools, have after- 
wards, on mingling with the world, proved to I)e incorrigibly vicious, a bur- 
den rather than a benefit to society. The records of our criminal courts 
and the doors of our penitentiaries have seldom been opened to those who, 
in childhood, had been in regular daily attendance for ten or twelve years 
upon the exercises of our common schools, however imperfect these schools 
may have been in their organization, and notwithstanding all the evil influ- 
ences of uneducated associates to which the pupils have been exposed when 
out of school. The cell of the convict has, on the contrary, been almost 
uniformly occupied by those who have enjoyed few of the benefits of our 
common schools; and even the tenants of our poorhouscs, it is believed, 
have, in most instances, belonged to the same unfortunate class. 

Very truly yours, 

E. A. ANDRdWS. 



LETTER FROM ROGER S. HOWARD. Esq. 

Thetfokd, Vt., Sept. 1, I8« 
Hon. Horace Mann. 

Dear Sir, — . . . Judging from what I have seen and do know, if the 
conditions you have mentioned were fitrictly complied with ; if the attend- 
ance of the scholars could bo as universal, constant, and lon^^-continued as 
you havt> smtcd ; if the teachers wenr men of those hiirh intellectual and 
monil qualities, — apt to teach, and dcvutnl to their work, and favored with 
that blessing which the word and providence of God teach us always to 
exf)ect on our honest, earnest, and well-directed efforts in so ;;()od a cause. 
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— on these conditions, and under these circum8tance9, 1 do not hesitate to 
express the opinion, that the failures need not be, would not be, one per 
cent. Else what is the meaning of that explicit dechiration of the Bible, 
" Train up a child in the way he should go ; and, when he is old, ho will not 
depart from it " 1 

I am aware that the opinion I have expressed above may by some be 
considered extravagant. But I have not formed or expressed it without 
deliberation. During all my experience as a tcaohor, I have never known 
the scholar, whom, if brought within the reach of these salutary and auspi- 
cious influences for the length of time named, 1 should now be willing to 
believe, or dare to pronounce, utterly hopeless and irreclaimable. I do not 
mean to say that I never failed. But I do say, that in some of the most 
difficult and desperate cases I have ever met with, as a teacher, the result 
of direct, special, and persevering efTbrt, was such as to create the conviction, 
that with more zehl, patience, and perseverance, and especially with the 
favoring influences above alluded to, success would have been certain and 
complete. And this conviction became more settled and strong the longer 
I continued to teach. 

The power of a truly enlightened and Christian system of common- 
school education is but little understood and appreciated. When parents 
shall begin to feel, as they ought, its importance ; when the community 
generally shall be willing to make the necessary efforts and sacnflces; 
and when teachers of the requisite literary qualiflcations, and of high moral 
aims, shall enter upon the work with a martyr's zeal, conscious that every 
day they arc making deathless impressions upon immortal minds, — then 
shall we see, as I believe, results which will greatly surpass the highest 
expectations of the most ardent and enthusiastic advocates of popular edu- 
cation. 

But I am occupying more space than I intended, and will only add that 

I am, dear sir. 

Very respectfully and truly yours, 

Roger S. Howard. 



LETTER FROM MISS CATHERINE E. BEECHER. 

Brattleborouoh, Aug. 20, 1847. 
Hon. Horace Mann. 

Dear Sir, — In reference to the questions you propose, I would reply, 
that I have been engaged, directly and personally, as a teacher, about 
flfteen years, in Hartford, Conn., and Cincinnati, O. I have had a few 
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£lasia of qniiu joung children nnder mj' can fbr tlie purpose of mikiDg 
■ome practicul vdiicAtionnlesperimenls; bat most of m,v pujiiU, in age, hare 
nn^ trom twclTe (o twent]'. I have bad pnplia froin every Stau !n the 
TJDioD ; and, tlraugh I have no precioc records, I think che nnmber canoot 
be lea than a thonrand. 

I have ever considered inlelitclaat culture aa subordinate to the mun end 
of edacatioa, which ia the formation of that chnmcier which Jeans Chriat 
teaches to be indiapenaable to the etemal well-being of our raca. Excepting 
tbefcwclaaaesof youngchildren brforo named. mjclTortB have been directed 
to meaanrea for reforming bad und suppl^rin); good habits and priaciples 
in minds already more or less developed by cdueiition. And this I consider 
a much more difficult work than the right training of minds oa yet unlii' 
jured by pernicious influences. 

In refercaco to tlic work of rcformin;^ mtseilucnted minds, I have found 
that the noblcat-conatrucicd minds, when frreatly mismanaged, are moat 
liable to become the worst ; whiic, at the same time, they most readily yield 
to refomatoty tneuaures : eu that, as a general rule, with L^ccptions, of 
course, I should cx)n.'cl to do the moiit good to the worst elass of pupils, 
and, in some cases, to miike finer I'hamctcrs from this class than from those 
who, poaaeasing less exeilabic tt-mpcnimcnts, have not fallen so far. 

I would also remark, that, in tlie results I should anticipate in (he case 
to lie supposed hereafter, my du'rf hope of sncccsa wonld rest on the proper 
appijcalion of tiiuie truths and rnolivea which distinguish the tLiuAiiigi of 
Jam Christ from what is called "natiinii rdigiin;" and by modes of pro- 
scnlation more simple and pnK'lJcal than I have ever seen fully adapted, or 
than J ever adopted myself when a practical teacher. 

With these preliminaries, which I hope will be carefully pondered, and 
borne in mind as indispensabli', 1 will now suppose that it could bo so 
arranged, that in a given place, containing from ten to fitteen thousand 
inhabitants, in any part of our country where I ever resided, oU the children 
at the age of four shall be placed, six hours a day, for twelve years, under 
the care of icacliers having the same vicwi that I have, and having received 
that conrao of training for their office Ihnt any Stale in this Union cnn 
secure to the teachers of its children. Let it be so arranged, thnt all these 
children shall remain till sixteen under theae t^^chers, and also thai they 
shall spend their lives in this city ; and I have no hesimtion in saying, 1 
do not believe that one, no, no( a sinjifc one, would fail of [proving a respecta- 
ble and prosperous member of society ; nny, more, I believe every one 
would, at (he close of life, find admission into tiie world of endlcaa peace 
iind love. I say this solemnly, deliberately, und with tho full belief that I 
am upheld by snch imperfect experimental trials us I have made, or seen 
made hy others ; but, more than this, that 1 am susiiiined by the authority 
of Heaven, which aeta forth this grand palladium of education, — " Train 
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tip a chUd in the way he thoM go ; amf, yohm he is o!d, he will not depart 
fiom U." 

Thia sacred maxim sarely presents the dirine imprimatwr to the doctrine 
that oil children can bo trained ap in the way they should go, and that, 
when so trained, they will not depart from it. Nor does it imply that edu- 
cation alone will secnre eternal life, without supernatural assistance ; but it 
points to the true method of securing this indispensable aid. 

In this view of the case, I can command no language strong enough to 
express my infinite longings that my countrymen, who, as legislators, have 
the control of the institutions, the laws, and the wealth of our physically 
prosperous nation, should be brought to see that they now have in their 
hands the power of securing to every child in the coming generation a life 
of virtne and usefulness here, and an eternity of perfected bliss hereafter. 
How, then, can I express or imagine the awful responsibility which rests 
upon them, and which hereafter they must boar before the great Judge 
of nations, if they suffer the present state of things to go on, bearing, as it 
does, thousands and hundreds of thousands of helpless children in our 
country to hopeless and irretrievable ruin ? 

Respectfully yours, 

C. E. Bbbohbb. 

P. S. — All I anticipate, as stated in my communication, may come to pass 
without any departure from your statutory regulations in regard to religious 
instruction, as I understand these statutes, and as I suppose them to be under- 
stood by the great body of those who formed them, and of those who ore 
bound by them. C. E. B. 

The abovo answers are not choice specimens selected from 
among many ; thej are all I have received : and every person 
to whom the circular was sent was pleased to answer it. From 
conversations held at different times with many other teachers, 
I believe the amount of testimony might have been very much 
increased, though no confirmation can be needed of its authority. 
The witnesses here introduced certainly possess uU the requi- 
sites to entitle them to implicit credence. Their character for 
honor and veracity repels the idea of distrust. Tears of expe- 
rience in different places, and the training of children in great 
numbers, qualify them, in point of knowledge, to speak with 
anthoritj ; and they are exempt from any imaginable bias to 
warp or to color the truth. 
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From time immemorial, it lias been customary for parlia- 
ments and other legislative bodie:^ to commit important prac- 
tical fiubjects to committees, and, through their iostru mentality , 
to obtain the testintony of learned and skilled men on the mat> 
ter of inquiry. Sometimes witnesses are heard at the bar of 
the House, — that ia, before the legislative body by whom the 
inquiry was instituted. Now, I have desired in the present 
case to introduce testimony of such credibility and cogency, 
that no legislative committee could report against it, and no 
legislative body could act against it, without iDCumng an 
historic odium, either for want of inteUigence or want of in- 
tegrity. 

So, too, by the rules of the " common law," all qnesiions of 
fact are decided by the intervention of a jury. In ancient 
times, when the character of juries was very different from 
what it now is, they sometimes gave a corrupt verdict, — that 
is, a verdic^t so contradictory to evidence as to be of itself proof 
that they had discarded the tcBlimony adduced, and been gov- 
erned by some dishonest motive in their own breasl«. A jury 
convicted of tliia offence was said to be " atlaijited : " its mem- 
bers were punished by a fine, and rendered iufamous ever after. 
It was my intention, in the present cnse, to introduce evidence 
of such aulboriiy and directness, as, if submitted to a jury and 
rejected by them, would, i^nden the ancient law referred to, 
subject them lo the penalties of an " attaint." 

There is one quality or characteristic common to all the wit- 
nesses whose testimony is above introduced, which, as it seems 
to me, I am not only justified in stating, but which it would be 
inexcusable to withhold. All of tliem, without exception, are 
well-knotfn believers iu a theological creed, one of whose fun- 
damental articles is the de^avity of the natural heart. They 
hold, in u literal seu^c and with regard lo all mankind, that 
the innate affections or di~'>posiiious of iho soul are " not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be," until auolber influ- 
ence, emanating from the Godhead, and equal iu itself lo an 
act of creation, shall have renewed them. With this private 
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belief of the witnesses, of course, neither the Board of Educa- 
tion, nor any man or body of men, have aught to do, — unless, 
indeed, it be to affirm their right to hold it, in common with 
every other man's right either to agree with them or to dissent 
from them. But, as bearing upon the point under considera- 
tion, the fact is most important : it adds great cogency to their 
testimony, and invests it, as it were, with a compulsory power. 
For if those who believe that the human heart is by nature 
alienated from God, that its innate relation to the Holy One is 
that of natural repulsion, and not of natural attraction, nor even 
of neutrality, — if they, from their own experience in the educa- 
tion of youth, believe that our common-school system, under cer- 
tain practicable modifications, can rear up a generation of men 
who will practise towards their fellow-men whatsoever things 
are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report, — then, 
surely, a rational community can need no additional evidence 
or motive to impel it to the work of reform. And all those, if 
such there are, who believe that moral evil comes from the 
abuse or misuse of powers in themselves good, and not from 
any inborn and original predilection for wrong, may well take 
courage, and may lender their heartiest co-operation in further- 
ing an enterprise, which, eveu under fundamental postulates the 
most adverse, promises results so glorious. If they who be- 
lieve that there is a principle of evil in the human soul, lying 
back of consciousness, incorporated as an original element into 
its constitution, beginning to be when the spirit itself began to 
be, and growing with it through all the primordial stages of its 
growth, — which, indeed, belongs to the ante-natal period of 
every descendant of Adam as much as spottedness belongs to 
an unborn leopard before it has a skin, or venom to an un- 
hatched cockatrice before it has a sting, — if those who believe 
this do nevertheless believe that our common-school system, 
with certain practicable modifications, can send out redeeming 
and transforming influences which shall expel ninety-nine hun- 
dredths of all the vices and crimes under which society now 
mourns and agonizes, then those who dissent from the belief 
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that the natural heart is thus organically intractable and per- 
verse will be all the more ready to proclaim the ameliorating 
power of education, and will all the more earnestly labor for its 
diffusion. And the crowning beauty of the whole is, that Chris- 
tian men of every faith may cordially unite in carrying forward 
the work of reform, however various may be their opinions as 
to the cause which has made that work necessary ; just as all 
good citizens may unite in extinguishing a conflagration, though 
there may be a hundred conflicting opinions as to the means or 
the men that kindled it. In short, it may be difficult to deter- 
mine which class will act under the more conscience-moving 
motives, — those who hold to a total depravity or corruption 
of the human heart, but still believe it can be emancipated 
from worldly vices and crimes by such instrumentalities as we 
can readily command ; or those who hold that heart to be nat- 
urally capable of good as well as evil, and who therefore be- 
lieve, not only that a still larger proportion of the race can be 
rescued from the dominion of wrong-doing, but that a consum- 
mation 80 glorious can be reached at a still earlier period, and 
with a less expenditure of effort. 

But this divine result of staying the desolating torrent of 
practical iniquity by drying up its fouutaiu-head in the bosoms 
of the young is promised only on the antecedence or perform- 
ance of certain prescribed conditions. These conditions are 
the three following : — 

1. That the. public schools shall be conducted on the ca/rdir 
not principles of (he present New-England systems, 

2. That they shall all be taught, for a period of ten months 
in each year, by persons of high intellectual and moral qualifi- 
cations ; or, in other words, that all the teachers shall be equal 
in capacity and in character to those whom we now call first- 
class or first rate teachers. And, 

3. That all the children in the Commonwealth shall attend 
school regularly — that is, for the ten months each year during 
which they are kept — from the age of four to that of sixteen 
years. 



REPORT FOR 1847. 175 

As it is on the performance of these conditions that the ren- 
ovation of society is predicated, it is, of course, necessary to 
show that they are practicable conditions. I therefore proceed 
to consider, and, as I trust, to establish, their practicability. 

L The first condition — namely, that the schools shall be 
conducted on the cardinal principles of the New-England sys- 
tems — is already satisfied. The Massachusetts school-system 
represents favorably the systems of all the New-England States. 
Not one of them has an element of prosperity or of permanence, 
of security against decay within, or the invasion of its rights 
from without, which ours does not possess. Our law requires 
that a school shall be sustained in every town in the State, — 
even the smallest and the poorest not being excepted ; and 
that this school shall be as open and free to all the children as 
the light of day or the air of heaven. No child is met on the 
threshold of the schoolhouse-door, to be asked for money, or 
whether his parents are native or foreign, whether or not they 
pay a tax, or what is their faith. The schoolhouse is common 
property. All about it are enclosures and hedges, indicating 
private ownership, and forbidding intrusion ; but here is a spot 
which even rapacity dares not lay its finger upon. The most 
avaricious would as soon think of monopolizing the summer 
cloud, as it comes floating up from the west to shed its treas- 
ures upon the thirsty earth, as of monopolizing these fountiiins 
of knowledge. Public opinion — that sovereign in representa- 
tive governments — is in harmony with the law. Not unfre- 
quently there is some private opposition, and occasionally it 
avows itself, and assumes an attitude of hostility ; but persever- 
ance on the part of the friends of progress always subdues it, 
and the success of their measures eventually shames it out of 
existence. 

The law requires all public schools to be kept by a teacher 
whose literary and moral qualifications have been examined 
and approved by a committee chosen for the purpose by the 
people themselves. Not less than the six following branches 
of knowledge are to be taught in every town ; namely, orthogra- 
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phj, reading, writing, English grammar, geography aud arith- 
metic. The teaching of ^^ good behavior,*' which includes all 
the courtesies of life and all the minor morals, is also expressly 
enjoined. These peremptory requisitions are the minimum^ but 
not the maximum. Any town may enlarge the course of studies 
to be pursued in its schools as much as it may choose, even to 
the preparation of young men for the university, or for any 
branch of educated labor. It may also bestow an equivalent 
education upon the other sex. The law also contains a further 
provision (subject, however, to be set aside by the express vote 
of a district or town), that, in every school of more than fifty 
scholars in regular attendance, an assistant teacher shall be 
employed. Although there is no statutory provision to this 
effect in any other of the New-England States, yet the good 
sense of the community everywhere advocates this rule. 

Nor are the needs of the intellect alone provided for. In pre- 
scribing the education to be given to the moral nature, the law 
grows more earnest and impressive. Its beautiful and deep- 
toned language is, ^^ It shall be the duty of the president, pro- 
fessors, and tutors of the University at Cambridge, and of the 
several colleges, and of all preceptors and teachers of acade- 
mies, and all other instructors of youth, to exert their best en- 
deavors to impress on the minds of children and youth commit- 
ted to their care and instruction the principles of piety, justice, 
and a sacred regard to truth, love to their country, humanity, 
and universal benevolence, sobriety, industry, and frugality, 
chastity, moderation, and temperance, and those other virtues 
which are the ornament of human society, and the basis upon 
which a republican constitution is founded ; and it shall be the 
duty of such instructors to endeavor to lead their pupils, as 
their ages and capacities will admit, into a clear understanding 
of the tendency of the above-mentioned virtues to preserve and 
perfect a republican constitution, and secure the blessings of 
liberty, as well as to promote their future happiness, and also 
to point out to them the evil tendency of the opposite vices." 
But lest any individual, or body of individuals, forgetful of the 
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divine precept to do unto others as thej would be done unto, 
should seize upon this statutory injunction, or upon some part 
of it, as a pretext for turning the schools into proselytizing 
institutions, the law rears a barrier against all sectarian en- 
croachments. That which is ^' calculated to favor the tenets 
of any particular sect of Christians " is excluded from the 
schools. The use of the Bible in schools is not expressly en- 
joined by the law, but both its letter and its spirit are in conso- 
nance with that use ; aud, as a matter of fact, I suppose there is 
not, at the present time, a single town in the Commonwealth in 
whose schools it is not read. Whoever, therefore, believes 
in the Sacred Scriptures, has his belief, in form and in spirit, in 
the schools ; and his children read and hear the words them- 
selves which contain it. The administration of this law is 
intrusted to the local authorities in the respective towns. By 
introducing the Bible, they introduce what all its believers hold 
to be the rule of faith and practice ; and although, by excluding 
theological systems of human origin, they may exclude a pecu- 
liarity which one denomination believes to be true, they do but 
exclude what other denominations believe to be erroneous. 
Such is the present policy of our law for including what all 
Christians hold to be right, and for excluding what all, except- 
ing some one party, hold to be wrong. 

If it be the tendency of all parties and sects to fasten the 
mind upon what is peculiar to each, and to withdraw it from 
what is common to all, these provisions of the law counterwork 
that tendency. They turn the mind towards that which pro- 
duces harmony, while they withdraw it from sources of dis- 
cord ; and thus, through the medium of our schools, that song 
which ushered in the Christian era — " Peace on earth and 
good-will to men ** — may be taken up and continued through 
the ages. 

The first condition, then, not only may &e, but actually is, 
complied with in the school-system of Massachusetts, as now 
establishi^l and administered. 

II. The second condition requires that all our schools shall 
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be kept, for teu moutha iu cuch year, by peraous of liigli inlel- 
leciual and moral qualificutious, — hy persoDs equal iu capacity 
and in character to thoae whom wo now call flret'class or first- 
rate teachers. 

This conditioa supposes two things, which, as yet, we tire 
very far from having atlaincd. The question is. Are ihey at- 
tainable F 

la regard to teachers, it supposes such an improvement as 
shall advance all those who are now behind what we call the 
front rank, unlil they shall come upon a line with it. Of coui-se, 
if this be done, some will be found in advance of this line ; for 
it never can happen with regard to nil the members of any pro- 
fession, that Ihey will stand precisely abreast. It supposes, 
also, that all our schools shall be kept for ten mouths each year. 

The questions, then, for consideration under this head, are 
two ; namely : -— 

1. Is there, in the commuuity at large, sufficient natural 
endowment or capacity, from whiuh, by appropriate training 
and cultivation, the requisite number of teachers, possessing the 
supposed qiiali 5 cations, can be prepared? Aud, 

2. Can the towns and the Slate, separately or as copartners, 
bear the espeoso of maintainiug the required class of teachers 
for the required length of time? 

Is not the first question auswored in the affrmatiie by obser- 
vation and experience F Pur the last two generations, with 
exceptions comparatively few, uU the eminent men of our State, 
whether men of letters, physicians, lawyers, clorgymnn, legisla- 
tors, or judges, have taught school, more or less, during the 
early purl of (heir lives. Now, it is no disparage men t to say, 
respecting those who constitute at present our best class of 
teachers, that they are not superior in endowments or natural 
capacity, in industry, or iu versatility of geuius, to a vast num- 
ber of thuir predecessors, wlio, having labored for a limited 
period iu this field, at length abandoned it in quest of some 
other occupiilion, truly known to be more lucrative, and falsely 
supposed to be more honorable. It is no unauthorized assump- 
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tion, then, to say, that great numbers of those who left the em- 
ployiueut of school-keeping for something deemed to be more 
eligible, would, had they contiuued in it, have won the honor 
of standing in the foremost rank of this noble profession. 

In the second place, to prove that there is no lack of natural 
talent in existence from wliich to form the supposed class of 
teachers, I may refer to the general history and experience of 
mankind in all other departments of human effort. No new 
calling has ever reached such an elevation as to insure honor 
and emolument to its professors, which has not, without delay, 
attracted to itself an adequate number of followers. Witness 
the intrinsically odious profession of arms, — a profession so 
odious, that those have been held worthy of especial reward who 
resisted the natural love of ease, and instincts of self-preserva- 
tion, to encounter its hardships and perils. So, also, has it 
been in regard to commerce and the useful arts. And in those 
truly dignified and honorable professions, — the legal and cleri- 
cal, — where mind is the object to be acted upon, as well as 
the agent to act, the supply has generally exceeded the demand. 
Now, could the business of education take its stand in public 
estimation by the side of the most honorable and lucrative call- 
ings in life, we are authorized by all the experience of mankind 
to conclude that it would soon cluster around itself an amount 
of talent, erudition, and genius, at least equal to what has ever 
adorned any other avocation among civilized men. 

But, independently of personal knowledge and of historic ex- 
perience, may not a conclusive argument in support of the gen- 
eral position be drawn from the energy and versatility with 
which, as we all know. Nature has gifted the minds of her chil- 
dren ? In the variety and strength of the capacities belonging to 
the race, there must be the means or instruments by which Provi- 
dence can accomplish every good work. Somewhere in each 
generation, the powers exist by which the generation that is to 
succeed it may be advanced another stage along the radiant 
pathway of improvement. But in the whole of the past history 
of the world, no generation has yet existed, whose faculties 
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have not, to a very great extent, lain dormant, — to say noth- 
ing of the perversion of those which have been developed. But 
our free institutions cherish growth. The future, with us, is not 
to be measured by the past. The mind of the masses, whicn 
for so many ages had been crippled, and fettered afler it was 
crippled, is here unbound. Under the stimulus applied to na- 
tive vigor, talent and genius start up as naturally as vegetation 
in the spring. The desire of bettering one's condition springs 
from a universal instinct in the human mind. With us, every 
man sees that the gratification of this desire is witliin his reach. 
Including the lifetime of a single generation, — that is, within 
the last forty or fifty years, — there is not a school-district in 
Massachusetts, however obscure, which has shown any interest 
in the character of its schoob, that has not sent out one or 
more men who have become conspicuous in some of the hon- 
orable positions of society. They are found throughout the 
Union, wherever enterprise or talent is rewarded. Those dis- 
tricts, and, still more, those towns, where common schools have 
been an object of special regard, have sent forth many such 
men. While visiting different parts of the State for the last 
ten years, facts, in sufficient numbers to make a most interest- 
ing and instructive book, have come to my knowledge, show^- 
ing that those districts and towns, where special pains have 
been exerted and special liberality bestowed in behalf of com- 
mon schools, have supplied a proportion of all the distinguished 
men of the vicinity, corresponding with the superior excellence 
of the early education afforded them. So, on the other hand, 
neglectful towns and districts have been comparatively barren 
of emincDt men. The great ears of corn will not grow on sand- 
hills. Great men will not spring up in an atmosphere void of 
intellectual nutrition. Nature observes a law iu this respect, 
in regard to her spiritual as well as her physical productions. 
Now, although something has been done in Massachusetts for 
the culture and expansion of the common mind, yet indefinitely 
more may be done, pjven were it admitted, therefore, that the 
State had not been able in past tinn's to supply the requisite 
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number of teachers of the highest grade, it would by no means 
follow that she could not do so in future. 

The intrinsically noble profession of teaching has, most un- 
fortunately, been surrounded by an atmosphere of repulsion 
rather than of attraction. Young men of talent are generally 
determined by two things in selecting an employment for life. 
The first of these is the natural tendency of the mind, — its 
predisposition towards one pursuit rather than towards another. 
In this way, Nature often predetermines what a man shall do ; 
and, to make her purpose inevitable, she kneads it, as it were, 
into the stamina of his existence. She does not content herself 
with standing before his will, soliciting or tempting him to a 
particular course, but she stands behind the will, guiding and 
propelling it ; so that from birth he seems to be projected 
towards his object like a well-aimed arrow to its mark. Those 
in whom the love of beautiful forms, colors, and proportions, 
predominates, are naturally won to the cultivation of the fine 
arts, or to some branch of the useful arts most congeuial to the 
fine. Those who have a great fondness for botany and chem- 
istry, and to whom physiological inquiries are especially grate- 
ful, become physicians. Persons enamoured of forensic contests, 
roused by their excitements, and panting for the idat which 
their victories confer, betake themselves to the study of the 
law, and become advocates. The clerical profession is com- 
posed of men whose minds are deeply imbued and penetrated 
with the religious sentiment, and who ponder profoundly and 
devoutly upou the solemn concerns of an hereafter.* This con- 
stitutional or moral affinity for one sphere of employment rather 
than for another predciitermines many minds in choosing the 
object of their pursuit for life. It is like the elective attractions 
of the chemist, existing beforehand, and only awaiting the con- 
tiguity of the related substances to make their secret affinities 
manifest. 

* This general remark must be taken with the exception of a few of the very 
worst men which any age ever produces. These become members of the clerical 
profession, because, under the mask of its sanctity, they hope to practise their 
iDlqoiU^fl with impunity. 
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But this natural tendency is often subjected to a disturbing 
or modifying force ; and it yields to this force the more readily 
as it is itself less intense and dominant. All minds have a de- 
sire, more or less energetic, for pleasure, for wealth, for honor, 
or for some of that assemblage of rewards which obtains such 
willing allegiance from mankind. Hence the internal, inborn 
impulse is often diverted from the specific object to which it 
naturally points, and is lured away to another object, which, 
from some collateral or adventitious reason, promises a readier 
gratification. 

There is also a class of minds of vigorous and varied capaci- 
ties, which stand nearly balanced between different pursuits, 
and which, therefore, may be turned, by slight circumstances, 
in any one of many directions. They are like fountains of 
water rising on a table-land, whose channels may be so cut as 
to cover either of its slopes with fertility. 

Now, the qualities which predispose their possessor to be- 
come the companion, guide, and teacher of children, are good 
sense, lively religious sensibilities, practical, unaffected benevo- 
lence, a genuine sympathy with the young, and that sunny, 
genial temperament which always sees its own cheerfulness 
reflected from the ever-open mirror of a child's face. The 
slightest exercise of good sense makes it apparent that <^ny 
one year of childhood will exert a more decisive control over 
future destiny than any ten years afterwards. The religious 
and benevolent elements seize instinctively upon the promise 
made to those who train up children in the way they should go. 
The love of children casts a pleasing illusion over the mind in 
regard t,o every thing they do, — if, indeed, it be an illusion, 
and not a truth above the reach of the intellect, — elevating 
their puerile sports into dignity, hailing each step in their 
progress as though it were some grand discovery in science, 
and grieving over their youthful wanderings or backslidings 
with as deep a sorrow as is felt for the turpitude of a full- 
grown man, or for the heaven-defying sins of a nation. So 
that genial, joyous, ever-smiling temperament, which sees oulv 
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rainbows where others see clouds, and which is delighted by 
the reflection of itself when coming from one child's face, will 
never tire of its labors when the same charming image per- 
petually comes back from the multiplying glasses of group 
after group of happy children, — ever-varying, but always 
beautiful. 

Now, I think we have abundant reason to believe that a 
sufficient number of persons, bearing from the hand of Nature 
this distinctive image and superscription of a school-teacher, 
are born into the world with every generation. But the mis- 
fortune is, that when they arrive at years of discretion, and 
begin to survey the various fields of labor that lie open before 
them, they find that the noblest of them all, and the one, too, 
for which they have the greatest natural predilection, is neither 
honored by distinction nor rewarded by emolument. They see, 
that, if they enter it, many of their colleagues and associates 
will be persons with whom they have no congeniality of feeling, 
and who occupy a far less elevated position in the social scale 
than that to which their own aspirations point. If they go 
through the whole country, and question every man, they can- 
not find a single public-school teacher who has acquired wealth 
by the longest and the most devoted life of labor. They can- 
not find one who has been promoted to the presidency of a 
college, or to a professorship in it ; nor one who has been 
elected or appointed to fill any distinguished civil statiou. 
Hence, in most cases, the adventitious circumstances which 
surround the object of their preference repel them from it. 
Or, if they enter the profession, it is only for a brief period, 
and for some collateral purpose ; and, when their temporary 
end is gained, they sink it still lower by their avowed or well- 
understood reasons for abandoning it. Such is the literal 
history of hundreds and of thousands who have shone or are 
now shining in other walks of life, but who would have shone 
with beams more far creative of human happiness had they 
not been struck from the sphere for which Nature pre-adapted 
them. 
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l/ook at ihe average rate of wages paid to teachers iu some 
of the pattera States of the Uaioii. In Maine, it is S15.40 per 
month to males, nnd $1.80 to females. Id Xew Hampshire, it 
is {13.50 per month to males, and (5.65 to females. In Ver- 
mont, it is 912.00 per month to males, aod $4.75 to femahs. 
Iq Connecticut, it is $16,00 per month to males, and $6.50 to 
females. In New Yoi'k, it is $14.96 per moDth to males, and 
$6.69 to females. In Pennsjlvania, it is $17.02 per month to 
males, and 10.09 to females. Id Oliio, it is $15.42 per month 
to males, and (8.73 to females. In Indiana, it is $12.00 per 
month to males, and $6.00 to females. In Michigan, it is 
$12.71 per month for males, and $5.36 for females. Even in 
Massachusetts, it is only $'24.51 per month to malei^, and $8.07 
to females. All this is exchisivc of board ; but let it be com- 
pared with what is paid to cashiers of banks, to secretaries of 
insurance-companies, to engineers upon railroads, lo superin- 
leodents in factories, to custom-house officers, navy agents, and 
80 forth, and so forth, and it will then be seen what pccu- 
niarj temptations there are on every side, drawing enterpris- 
ing and talented young men from the ranks of the teacher's 
profession. 

Nor does the social estimation accorded to teachers much 
surpass the pecimiary value set upon their services. The 
nature of their calling debars them, almost universally, from 
political honors, which, throughout our whole country, have a 
factitious value so much above their real worth. Without 
entire faithlessness to their trust, they cannot engage in trade 
or commercial speculations. Modes of education have here- 
tofore been so imperfect, that I do not know a single instance 
where a teacher has been transferred from his school to any 
of those departments of educated labor in which such liberal 
salaries are now given. And thus it is, thai the profession at 
large, while it enjoys but a measured degree of public respect, 
, seems shutout from all the paths that lead lo fortune or to 
fame. No worldly prize is held up before it ; and, in the 
present condition of mankind, how few there are who will 
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work exclusively for the immortal reward ! It supposes the 
possession only of very low faculties, to derive pleasure from 
singing tlie praises of a martyr ; but to be the martyr one's 
self requires very high ones. 

Hence it is, as was before said, that when the aspiring and 
highly-endowed youth of our country arrive at years of discre- 
tion, and begin to survey the varied employments which lie 
spread out before them, they find that the noblest of them all 
presents the fewest external attractions. Those whose natural 
or acquired ambition seeks for wealth, go into trade. The 
mechanical genius applies himself to the useful arts. The 
politically ambitious connect themselves with some one of 
those classes from which public officers are usually selected. 
Medicine attracts those who have the peculiar combination of 
tastes congenial to it. Those who ponder most upon the ways 
of God to men, minister in sacred things. Who, then, are lefl 
to fill the most important position known to social life ? A few 
remain, whose natural tendencies in this direction are too vehe- 
ment to be resisted or diverted ; a somewhat larger number, 
who have no strong predilection for one sphere of exertion 
rather than for another, and to whom, under the circumstances 
peculiar to each, school-keeping is as eligible as any other em- 
ployment : but many, very many, the great majority, engage in 
it, not for its own sake, but only to make it subservient to some 
ulterior object, or — with humiliation it is said — perhaps only 
to escape from manual labor. 

The profession of school-keeping, then, as a profession, has 
never had an equal chance with its competitors. On the one 
hand, it has been resorted to by great numbers, whose only ob- 
ject was to make a little money out of it, and then abandon it ; 
and, on the other, its true disciples, those who might have been 
and should have been its leaders and priesthood, have been 
lured and seduced away from it by all the more splendid prizes 
of life. 

Even though, therefore, the profession of school-keeping has 
not been crowded by learned and able men, devoting their 
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energies and their lives to its beneficent labors, this fact wholly 
fails to prove that Nature docs not produce, with each genera- 
tion, a sufficient number of fit persons, who, under an equitable 
distribution or apportionment of honors and rewards for meri- 
torious services, would be found pre-adapted for school-keeping, 
in the same way that Newton was for mathematics, or Pope 
for poetry, or Franklin for the infallibility of his common 
sense. Indeed, the proportion of good teachers whom we now 
have, notwithstanding all their discouragements agaiUvSt enter- 
ing, and their seducements for leaving, the profession, seem 
demonstrative of the contrary. 

Thus far, the argument has proceeded upon the basis that 
the required number of teachers, possessing the high grade of 
qualifications supposed, must equal the present number, such 
as these are. But it is almost too obvious to need mentioning, 
that if the qualifications of teachers were to be so greatly en- 
hanced, and the term of the schools so materially lengthened, 
as is proposed, teaching would then really become a profession, 
and the same teachers would keep school through the year. 
Instead, therefore, of changing from male teachers in the win- 
ter to females in the summer, back again to males in the winter, 
and so on alternately, — the children of each school suffering 
under a new step-father or a new step-mother ea(;h half-year, 
— they would enjoy the vastly-improved system of continuous 
training under the same hands. This would diminish, by 
almost one-half, the required number of teachers for our schools ; 
the poorer half would be discarded, the better half retained. 
Surely, under these circumstances, if a sufficient number of 
the very highest class of teachers could not be found, it would 
not be owing to any parsimony of Nature in withholding the 
endowments, but to our unpardonable niggardlin(Sss in not 
cultivating and employing them. 

Feeling now authorized to assume that the first proposition 
has been .sati::ifactorily established, it only remains to be consid- 
ered, under this head, whether the community at large — the 
towns separately, or the towns and the State by joint coutribu- 
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tioDS — can afford to make such compensation as shall attract 
to this field of labor the high order of teachers supposed, and 
shall requite them generously for their services. 

To induce persons of the highest order of talent to become 
teachers, and to deter good teachers from abandoning the pro- 
fession, its emoluments must bear some close analogy to those 
which the same persons could command in other employments. 
The case, too, as presented in the circular, and upon which the 
evidence has been obtained, supposes the schools to continue 
for ten months in each year. Although in many large towns 
the schools are now kept more than this portion of the year, 
yet their average length for the whole State is but eight months. 
The increased expense, then, both of the longer term and of 
the more liberal compensation, must be provided for. Can the 
community sustain this expense? 

Let us suppose, for a moment, that ninety-nine per cent of 
our whole community should be temperate, honest, industrious, 
frugal people, — conscientious in feeling, and exemplary in con- 
duct, — is it not certain that two grand pecuniary consequences 
would immediately follow ; namely, a vast gain in productive 
power, and a vast saving in the criminal destruction and loss 
of property ? Either of these sources of gain would more than 
defray the increased expenses of the system, which, according 
to the evidence I have obtained, would insure both. The cur- 
rent expenses last year, for the education of all the children in 
the State between the ages of four and sixteen, was $3.14, on 
an average, for each one. Look into the police courts of our 
cities in the morning, and especially on Monday morning, when 
the ghastly array of drunkards is marched in for trial. A case 
may not occupy t€u minutes ; and yet the fine, costs, and ex- 
penses would educate two children, for a year, in our public 
schools, at the present rate, or one child at double the present 
rate. The expenses incurred in punishing the smallest thefl 
that is committed exceed the present cost of educating a child 
in our schools for a year. A knate who proposes to obtain 
goods by false pretences will hardly aim at making less than a 
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thousand dolliirs by hia Rpeciilatlon. There are more than onu 
hundred and fifty towns in Mas each use tts, — that is, about half 
the whole number iu tlie State, — in each of which the annual 
appropriation for all its schools is less than one thousand dollars. 
A burglar or highway robber will seldotn peril his life without 
(he prospect of a prize which would educate five hundred or a 
thousand children for a year. An incendiary cxhibila fire-works 
at an expense which would educate all the children of many a 
school-district in tJie State, from the age of four to that of six- 
teen ; while the only reward he expects Is that of stealing a 
few garments or trinkets during the conflagration. In a single 
city in the Slate, consisting of sixteen or seventeen thousand 
inhabitaals, it was estimated by a most respectable and intelli- 
gent committee, that the cost of alcoholic drinks during the last 
year far exceeded the combined cost of all the schools and all 
the churches in it, although, for both religion and education, it 
is a highly libera! city. The police expenses iilone of the city 
of New York are about half a million a year. But all these 
are but a part of the sluice-waya through which the hard-earned 
wealth of the people is wasted. What shall be said of those 
Btock-Bwindling!t and bank-failures whose capitals of hundreds 
of thotisands of dollars are embezzled in " fiiir busiuess trans- 
actions ; " whose vaults, svrom to be full of specie or bullion, 
remind one, on inspection, not merely of a pecuniary, but of a 
philosophical, vacuum? what of those epidemic speculations 
in land (ofien Fairy-land, though void of both beauty and 
poetry), where fortunes change hands as rapidly as if depend- 
ent upon the throw of a gambler's dice? and "hat of those 
enormous peculations by goverumeut defaulters, where more 
money is ingulfed by one stupendous fraud thau Mussacbusetls 
expends for the education of all her chiidren in a year? All 
this devastation and loss the public bears with marvellous, with 
most criminal composure. The people at large stand by the 
wreck-covered shore, where so many millions are dashed in 
pieces and sunk, and seem not to recognize the destruction; 
and, what is infinitely worse, there ure those who rejoice in the 
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howl of the tempest and the shrieks of the sufferers, because 
they can grow rich by plundering only here and there a frag- 
ment of property from the dead or the defenceless. By charity, 
by direct taxes, by paying twenty or thirty per cent more for 
every article or necessary of life than it is equitably worth, by 
bad debts, by the occasional and involuntary contribution of a 
pocket-book, a watch, a horse, a carriage, a ship, or a cargo, 
to which the robber and the barrator help themselves by paying 
premiums for insurance, and in a hundred other ways, the 
honest and industrious part of the people not only support 
themselves, but supply the mighty current of wealth that goes 
to destruction through these flood-gates of iniquity. The peo- 
ple do not yet seem to see that all the cost of legislating against 
criminals ; of judges and prosecuting officers, of jurors and 
witnesses, to convict them ; of building houses of correction 
and jails and penitentiaries for restraining and punishing them, 
— is not a hundredth part of the grand total of expenditure 
incurred by private and social immoralities and crimes. The 
people do not yet seem to see that the intelligence and the 
morality which education can impart is that beneficent kind 
of insurance, which, by preventing losses, obviates the necessity 
of indemnifying for them; thus saving both premium and 
risk. What is ingulfed in the vortex of crime in each genera- 
tion would build a palace of more than Oriental splendor in 
every school-district in the land, would endow it with a library 
beyond the ability of a life-time to read, would supply it with 
apparatus and laboratories for the illustration of every study 
and the exemplification of every art, and munificently requite 
the services of a teacher worthy to preside in such a sanctuary 
of intelligence and virtue. 

But the prevention of all that havoc of worldly goods which 
is caused by vice transfers only one item from the loss to the 
profit side of the account. Were all idle, intemperate, preda- 
tory men to become industrious, sober, and honest, they would 
add vast sums to the inventory of the nation's wealth, instead 
of subtracting from it. Let any person take a single town, vil- 
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lage, or neighborhood, and look at its inhabitants individually, 
with the question in his mind, how many of them are produ- 
cers, and how many are non-producers, — that is, how many, 
either by the labor of the body or the labor of the mind, add 
value and dignity to life, and how many barely support them- 
selves, — and I think he will often be surprised at the smallness 
of the number by whose talent and industry the storehouses of 
the earth are mainly filled, and all the complicated business 
of society is principally managed. Could we convert into co- 
workers for the benefit of mankind all those physical and 
spiritual powers of usefulness which are now antagonists or 
neutrals, the gain would be incalculable. 

Add the above two items together, — namely, the saving of 
what the vicious now squander or destroy, and the wealth, 
which, as virtuous men, they would amass, — and the only dif- 
ficulty presented would be to find in what manner so vast an 
amount could be beneficially disposed of. 

But it is not to be disguised, whatever reforms may be insti- 
tuted, that the cost of crime cannot, at once, be prevented. 
For a season, therefore, and until the expenses of education 
shall arrest and supersede the expenses of guilt, both must be 
borne. I wish to state the difficulty without extenuation. The 
question, then, is, Can both be temporarily borne? 

The appropriations for which the towns voluntarily taxed 
themselves last year for the current expenses of the schools — 
that is, for the wages and board of teachers, and for fuel — 
were $662,870.57. Addiug the income of the surplus revenue, 
when appropriated for the support of schools, it was $670,628.- 
13. The valuation of the State I suppose to be not less than 
$450,000,000. Last year's tax, therefore, for the current ex- 
penses of the schools, was less than one mill and a half on the 
dollar, — less than one mill and a half on a thousand mills. 
Taking the average of the State, then, uo man was obliged to 
pay more than one six hundred and sixty-sixth part of his prop- 
erty for this purpose ; or, rather, such would have been the 
case had there been no poll-tax, — had the whole tax been lev- 
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ied upou property alone. At this rate, it would take six hundred 
and sixty-six years for all the property of the State to be once 
devoted to this purpose. And does not the portion of our 
worldly interests which is dependent upou public schools bear 
a greater ratio to the whole of those interests than one to six 
hundred and sixty-six? I need not argue this point ; for who, 
out of an insane asylum, or even of the curable classes in 
it, will question the fact? Who will say that the importance 
of this interest, as compared with ail the earthly interests of 
mankind, is not indefinitely greater than this? Who will say, 
that, to secure so precious an end as the diffusion of almost 
universal intelligence and virtue, and the suppression, with an 
equal degree of universality, of ignorance and vice, it would 
not be expedient to do as the Bishop of Landaif once pro- 
posed that the British nation should do, in an eventful crisis of 
its affairs, — vote away, by acclamation, one-half of all the 
wealth of the kingdom? But there is no need of carrying our 
feelings or our reason to this pitch of exaltation. There is no 
need of any signal or unwonted sacrifice. There is no need of 
a devotion of life, as is done in battle. There is no need of 
perilling fortunes, as is done every day in trade. There is no 
need that any man in the community should lose one day from 
his life, or an hour from his sleep, or a comfort from his ward- 
robe or his table. Three times more than is now expended — 
that is, four and a half mills on every thousand mills of the 
property of the State, or only one part in two hundred and 
twenty-two, instead of one in six hundred and sixty-six — 
would defray every expense, and insure the result. Regarded 
merely as a commercial transaction, — a pecuniary enterprise, 
whose elements are dollars and cents alone, — there is not an 
intelligent capitalist in the State who would not, on the evidence 
here adduced, assume tiie whole of it, and pay a bonus for the 
privilege. When the State was convinced of the lucrativeness 
or general expediency of a railroad from Worcester to its west- 
em border, it bound itself, at a word, to the amount of five mil- 
lions of dollars ; and I suppose it to be now the opinion of every 
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intelligent man in the Commonwealtli, that, when the day of 
payment shall arrive, the road itself, iu addition to all the col- 
lateral advantages which it will have conferred, will have paid 
for itself, and will then forever remain, not merely a monu- 
ment of wisdom, but a reward for sagacity. Yet what is a rail- 
road, though it does cut down the mountains and lift up the 
valleys, compared with an all-embracing agency of social and 
moral reform which shall abase the pride of power, and elevate 
the lowliness of misfortune? And those facilities for travel 
which supersede the tediousness of former journeylngs and the 
labor of transportation -^ what are they, when compared with 
the prevention of that ^lamentation, mourning, and woe'' 
which come from the perpetration of crime ? When the city of 
Boston was convinced of the necessity of having a supply of 
pure water from abroad for the use of its inhabitants, it voted 
three millions of dollars to obtain it ; and he would be a bold 
man who would now propose a repeal of the ordinance, though 
all past expenditures could be refunded. Yet all the school- 
houses in Boston, which it has erected during the present cen- 
tury, are not worth a fourth part of this sum. For the supply 
of water, the city of New York lately incurred an expenditure 
of thirteen millions of dollars. Admitting, as I most cheerfully 
do, that the use of water pertains to the moral as well as to the 
ceremonial law, yet our cities have pollutions which water can 
never wash away, — defilements which the baptism of a moral 
and Christian education alone can remove. There is not an 
appetite that allies man to the brutes, nor a passion for vain 
display which makes him more contemptible than any part of 
the irrational creation, which does not cost the country more, 
every year, than such a system of schools as would, according 
to the evidence I have exhibited, redeem it, almost entirely, 
from its follies and its guilt. Consider a single factitious habit 
of our people, which no one will pretend adds any degree to the 
health, or length to the life, or decency to the manners, of the 
nation : I mean the smoking of tobacco. It is said, on good 
authority, that the annual expenditure in the country for the 
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support of this habit is teu millious of dollars ; and if we reflect 
that this sum, Averaged upoQ all the people, would be only half 
a dollar apiece, the estimate seems by no means extravagant. 
Tet this is far more than is paid to the teachers of all the pub- 
lic schools in the whole United States. 

Were nations to embark in the cause of education for the 
redemption of mankind, as they have in that of war for their 
destruction, the darkest chapters in the history of earthly 
calamities would soon be brought to a close. But, where units 
have been grudged for education, millions have been lavished 
for war. While, for the one pui-pose, mankind have refused to 
part with superfluities, for the other they have not only impov- 
erished themselves, but levied burdensome taxes upon posterity. 
The vast national debts of Europe originated in war ; and, but 
for that scourge of mankind, they never would have existed. 
The amount of money now owed by the different European 
nations, is said, on good authority, to be $6,387,000,000. Of 
this inconceivable sum, the share of Great Britain is about 
$4,000,000,000 (in round numbers, 800,000,000 pounds ster- 
ling) ; of France, $780,000,000 ; of Russia and Austria, $300,- 
000,000 each ; of Prussia, $100,000,000 ; and the debts of the 
minor powers increase this sum to $6,387,000,000. The 
national debt of Great Britain now amounts to more than $140 
for every man, woman, and child in the three kingdoms. Allow- 
ing six persons to each family, it will average more than $850 
to every household, — a sum which would be deemed by thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of families in that country to be a 
handsome competence, nay, wealth itself, if it were owing to 
instead of from them. 

It is estimated, tliat, during the twenty-two years preceding 
the general peace of 1815, the unimaginable sum of 6,250,- 
000,000 pounds sterling, or $30,000,000,000, had been ex- 
pended in war by nations calling themselves Christian^ — an 
amount of wealth many fold greater than has ever been 
expended, for the same purpose, by all the nations on the globe 
whom we call savage^ since the commencement of the Christian 
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era. The earth itself could not be pawned for so vast a sum 
as this, were there any pawn-broker's office which would accept 
such a pledge. Were it to be set up at auction, in the presence 
of fierce competitors for the purchase, it would not sell for 
enough to pay its war-bills for a single century. The war- 
estimates of the British Government, even for the current year 
of peace, are $85,000,000 ; and the annual interest on the na- 
tional debt incurred by war is at least $120,000,000 more, or 
more than $200,000,000 for a common, and, on the whole, a 
very favorable year. Well might Christ, in the Beatitudes, 
pronounce his emphatic benediction upon the ^' peace-makers." 
We have emulated, in this country, the same gigantic scale 
of expenditure for the same purpose. Since the organization 
of the Federal Government, in 1789, the expense of our mili- 
tary and naval establishments and equipments, in round num- 
bers, is $700,000,000. Two of our ships of the line have cost 
more than $2,000,000. The value of the arms accumulated 
at one time at the Arsenal in Springfield, in this State, was 
$2,000,000. The Military Academy at West Point has cost 
more than $4,000,000. In our town-meetings, and in our 
school-district-meetings, wealthy and substantial men oppose the 
grant of $15 for a school-library, and of $30 for both library 
and apparatus ; while at West Point they spend $50 in a 
single lesson at target-firing ; and the government keeps a hun- 
dred horses, and grooms and blacksmiths to take care of them, 
as an indispensable part of the apparatus of the academy. Tiie 
pupils at our normal schools, who are preparing to becomo 
teachers, must maintaiu themselves : the cadets at the academy 
receive $28 a mouth, during their entire term, as a compensa- 
tion for being educated at the public expense. Adding bounties 
and pensions to wages and rations, I suppose the cost of a 
common foot-soldier in the army cauuot be loss than $250 a 
year. The average cost of female teachers for the public 
schools of Massachusetts last year was only $13.60 a month, 
inclusive of board, or at a rate which would give $163.20 for 
the year ; but the average length of the schools was but eight 
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months : so that the cost of tvx> common soldiers is nearly that 
of five female teachers. The annual salary of a colonel of 
dragoons in the United-States array is $2,206 ; of a brigadier- 
general, $2,958 ; of a major-general, $4,512 ; that of a captain 
of a ship of the line, when in service, $4,500 ; and, even when 
off duty, it is $2,500. There are but seven towns in Massa- 
chusetts where any teacher of a public school receives so high 
a salary as $1,000 ; and, in four of these towns, one teacher 
only receives this sum. 

Had my purpose been simply to show the pecuniary ability 
of the people at large to give the most generous compensation 
to such a company of accomplished, high-minded, noble teach- 
ers as would lift the race, at once, out of the pit of vice and 
ignorance and superstition as safely and as tenderly as a 
mother bears her infant in her arms, — - had my purpose been 
merely to show this pecuniary ability, then I have already said 
too much. But my design was, not merely to carry conviction 
to the minds of those who would contest this fact, but to make 
the denial of it ridiculous. 

in. But the consummation of this reformatory work is not 
promised, except upon the performance of a third condition, — 
namely, that all the children in the State between the ages of 
four and sixteen years shall be brought into school for ten 
mouths in each year. In other words, while the schools are 
kept, the attendance of all the children upon them, with one 
or two exceptions to be hereafter noticed, must be regular. 

Since the keeping of registers in our schools has made 
known the enormous amount of absences from them, there is 
but one subject which has excited greater alarm, or given rise 
to louder complaints. Teachers complain of this absence, 
because, while it increases their labors, it diminishes their 
success ; indeed, it makes entire success an impossibility. 
Parents who do send their children regularly to school com- 
plain of it, because the tardy and the occasional comers are a 
dead weight upon the progress of those who are uniformly 
present and prompt. Committees complain of it, in behalf of 
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the towns which they rcpreseut, because it lowers the geaeral 
standard of intelligence among the people ; and because, taken 
on an average for the whole State, it incurs a total loss of from 
one-third to one-half of all the money which is annually levied 
by taxation for the support of schools. Men of wealth who 
have no children to send to school, or who for any reason send 
none, complain of it, because, though they may be willing to 
be taxed for the education of all, yet they are not willing to be 
taxed to have their money taken and thrown away. They 
think it, and with good reason too, to be an intolerable hard- 
ship to be first confronted with the argument that they are 
bound to secure the general intelligence and morality of the 
people through the instrumentality of schools, and when they 
have acknowledged the validity of this argument, and cheerfully 
paid their money, to have the very men who so argued and so 
claimed turn upon them, and say, '^ We are still at liberty to 
throw your money away by keeping our children at home ; and, 
though you must keep the school regularly for us, we have a 
right to use it irregularly, or not at all, as we please." Thus 
the delinquents, where they owe apology and repentance, retort 
with indignity, and persevere in injustice. 

I cannot believe that our people will always, or even long, 
submit to this enormous abuse, now made known to them by 
well-authenticated documents. For an economical people, who 
form political parties on the subject of expenditures by the gov- 
ernment, and make '' retrenchment " a watch-word ; for a 
people whose legislature sometimes debates for days together 
whether the salary of an officer shall be a few hundred dollars 
more or less, — to continue to throw away, as was done last 
year, more than $200,000 on account of voluntary, gratuitous, 
and, in most cases, wanton absences from school, is not credible. 
For a people who are sufficiently proud, to say the least, of 
their general intelligence, and who are sincerely anxious to 
perpetuate and improve their moral character, to be willing to 
forfeit one-third part of all the blessings of their free-school 
system, without any necessity, or any plausible pretext, is not 



REPORT FOR 1847. 197 

to be believed. This great evil must be dealt with according 
to its magnitude. VioIoDt diseases demand energetic remedies. 
It would be as unwise in a State as in an individual to allow 
its precautions to diminish while its dangers increase ; to sleep 
more quietly as peril becomes more imminent. When we 
know that a malady is dangerous, and that a remedy is at 
hand, wisdom dictates its speedy application. 

I propose, then, to consider the objections that may possibly 
be urged to the regular attendance of all our children upon 
school for ten months in each year, from the age of four to that 
of sixteen years. I believe them to be by no means insur- 
mountable ; nay, that their formidableness will wholly disap- 
pear if subjected to a candid examination. 

1. It may be said that there is a class of parents amongst 
us who depend partially upon the labor of their children for 
the support of their families, and who are too poor to forego 
the earnings of these children for ten months in the year, and 
for twelve years of their minority. 

With regard to a portion of the class of parents referred to, 
this suggestion would have a foundation in fact ; with regard 
to another portion of them, it would have no such foundation. 
It is well known that a class of parents exists amongst us, who 
work their children that they may tiiemselves be idle ; who 
coin the health, the capacities, and the future welfare, of their 
own offspring into money, which money, when gained, is not 
expended for the necessaries or the comforts of life, but is 
wasted upon appetites that brutify or demonize their possessor. 
The objections of this class against permitting their children to 
be educated at the public expense are not legitimate. It would 
be infinitely better for them, for their families, and for the pub- 
lic, if they were cut off from these means of sinful indulgence. 
It would improve their condition still further, if they were 
obliged to be industrious, even tliough coerced to labor by the 
goads of hunger and cold. The best of all conditions for them 
would be, that they should themselves labor for the support 
of their children at school, where those intellectual and vir- 
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tuous habits would be formed, and that filial piety inculcated, 
which would lead the children, in after-years, to return to 
the parents, with a generous requital, the favors they had 
received. 

There is, doubtless, another portion of this general class, 
with whom the alleged necessity for their children's earnings 
as a part of the means for family support is no pretence. The 
number or age of the family, sickness, misfortune, or other 
cause, may render this or some other resource indispensable to 
the procurement of the necessaries and decencies of life. I 
would not underrate the number or the necessities of this class 
of persons ; they have claims upon our warmest sympathies : 
but I have reason to believe that the class itself is not a very 
large one. Where the heads of the family enjoy good health ; 
where they may have the assistance of their children, who are 
of an age able to render it, for several hours each day, for one 
or two entire half-days each week, and for two months unin- 
terruptedly each year, — the circumstances must be peculiar 
where industry and frugality, with such favors as the honest 
and praiseworthy poor may always count upon from their 
better-conditioned neighbors, will not supply the means of a 
comfortable subsistence. 

Still, cases of necessity do and will exist ; and, where the 
need is not supplied by individual charity, there is no other 
alternative but to do it at the public expense. This would 
introduce no new principle into our legislation. It would be 
only a moderate but highly beneficial extension of an existing 
one. Our laws now provide for physical destitution, whatever 
may be its cause ; and they enjoin upon school-committees the 
duty of furnishing all needful school-books, at the expense of 
their respective towns, to all children whose parents are unable 
to procure them. 

The question then arises. What degree of destitution — and 
there is no propriety in restricting this to physical destitution 
— makes it expedient for a wise government to interfere, and 
afford relief? " Poor-laws,'* as we understand the term, are 
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of raodern origin. They were not only unknown to all bar- 
barous nations, but to most Christian and civilized ones until 
a recent period. In England, they date from the reign of 
Elizabeth. In Scotland, although in a small class of extreme 
cases legal relief may have been rendered, yet "poor-laws" 
can hardly be said ever to have had an effective existence in 
that country. In Ireland, they were unkno\vrn until recently. 
In this country, they are almost coeval with our colonial set- 
tlements. 

But there neither is, nor ever has been, any legal standard 
of poverty. The degree of destitution which shall entitle the 
sufferer to relief is not a fixed quantity, like the statutory 
length of a yard, or the Winchester bushel. The general 
notions of men as to what constitutes poverty range between 
wide extremes, according to their prevalent style of living, 
their enlightenment, and their benevolence. It is said, that 
when the present king of France heard that the income of the 
Jewish banker in London amounted only to some hundreds of 
dollars each hour, he expressed his deep grief at learning that 
he was so poor. With us, he who can command a comfortable 
shelter, decent clothes, and a sufficient supply of wholesome 
food, for himself and family, excites no special commisera- 
tion for his poverty ; while there are places upon the earth 
where a potato a day is considered an independent fortune. 
Now, between these extremes, what shall the true definition of 
poverty be? 

So the line which divides poverty from competence is not a 
stationary but a movable one. The laws themselves change ; 
and the same law, on a question like this, will be made to 
speak a very different language under different administrators. 
In favor of the militia, or of the country's defence, our law 
exempts from attachment, execution, and distress, whether for 
debt or for taxes, the uniform, arms, ammunition, and accou- 
trements which officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, 
are required to possess. In favor of the common sentiments 
of humanity, our law exempts also from attachment and execu- 
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tion not only wearing apparel, but a great variety of articles 
of household furniture, — bedsteads, beds, bedding, an iron 
stove, fuel, and other commodities, to the value of fifty dollars ; 
also a cow, six sheep, one swine, and two tons of hay ; also 
the tools and implements used by a debtor in his trade, not 
exceeding fifty dollars in value ; and also rights of burial, and 
tombs used as repositories for the dead. Our legislation on 
this subject has been humanely progressive, as may be seen by 
reference to statutes 1805, ch. 100; 1813, ch. 172; 1822, ch. 
93, § 8 ; 1832, ch. 58 ; 1838, ch. 145, &c. In a neighboring 
State, by a late law, a portion of the debtor's homestead is also 
brought within the same rule. In favor of learning and reli- 
gion, all school-books and Bibles used in the family are also 
exempted from attachment and execution for debt : and, as was 
before said, all school-children destitute of school-books are 
first supplied with them at the public expense ; and, where the 
parents are unable to reimburse the cost, the supply is gra- 
tuitous. Massachusetts has, from time to time, founded and 
endowed hospitals for the insane ; and she makes annual and 
liberal appropriations for the education of the blind and the 
deaf and dumb. She is now engaged in erecting a noble insti- 
tution for the reformation of juvenile delinquents ; and a com- 
mission instituted by her is inquiring, at the present time, 
into the condition of idiots, — which unfortunate, repulsive, 
and hitherto outcast portion of the community, it is not to be 
doubted, she will soon gather together, and, in imitation of the 
noble examples set by France, Switzerland, and Prussia, will 
educate to cleanliness, to decency, and to no inconsiderable 
degree of positive enjoyment and usefulness. Each one, too, 
of all these great movements, when carried out into execution, 
has proved economical as well as philanthropic and Christian. 
What striking results, in proof of this, are exhibited by the 
statistics of the State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester ! Accord- 
ing to the last report of that institution which Dr. Woodward 
made, the average expense of twenty-four old cases — taking 
the first twenty-four on the list, and not selecting them, or 



REPORT FOR 1847. 201 

taking them at random — was $1,945.88 each; and their 
aggregate expense, $46,700 : while the average expense of the 
same number of recent cases, taking the last on the list who 
were discharged cured, was $41.53 each ; and their aggregate 
expense, $996.75 : so tliat the whole expense of twenty-four 
recent cases was but about one-half as much as of one old one. 
That hospital already has far more than paid for itself by the 
saving it has effected ; because, without it, all the new cases 
would have been old ones. I present these economical aspects 
of the subject, by no means because I deem them to be the 
most important, but because, all over the world, there is a 
large class of persons with whom the pecuniary argument is 
the most persuasive and eloquent, and who will be induced to 
lend their services in aid of great social ameliorations only 
when they find that humanity is economy, and that '' godli- 
ness" is "great gain" in a worldly sense. They will then 
enlist for the sake of the " great gain," though quite indifferent 
as to the other quality. When I have been asked by persons 
from the fertile and exuberant regions of our own country, or 
from transatlantic nations, how it is, that, with our ungenerous 
soil and ungenial clime, we are pecuniarily able to support 
these various and costly establishments, my answer has been, 
that we are able because we do support them. 

But the question recurs, What is poverty? What is that 
straitness of circumstances, which, for educational purposes, 
would require a wise and profound statesman, and, of course, 
the State itself, to interpose, and to supply those means for the 
education of the child which the parent is unable to render? It 
being proved, if all our children were to be brought under the 
benignant influences of such teachers as the State can supply, 
from the age of four years to that of sixteen, and for ten months 
in each year, that ninety-nine in every hundred of them can be 
rescued from uncharitableness, from falsehood^ from intemper- 
ance, from cupidity, licentiousness, violence, and fraud, and 
reared to the performance of all the duties, and to the practice 
of all the kindnesses and courtesies, of domestic and social life ; 
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made promoters of the common weal, iastead of subtracters 
from it, — this being proved, I respectfully and with deference 
submit to the Board, and, 'through them, to the legislature, and 
to my fellow-citizens at large, that every man is poor, in an 
educational sense, who cannot both spare and equip his children 
for school for the entire period above specified ; and that, while 
he remains thus poor, it is not only the dictate of generosity and 
Christianity, but it is the wisest policy and profoundest states- 
manship too, to supply from the public treasury — municipal 
or state, or both — whatever means may be wanted to make 
certain so glorious an end. These principles and this practice 
the divine doctrines of Christianity have always pointed at, and 
a progressive civilization has now brought us into proximity to 
them. How is it that we can call a man poor because his body 
is cold, and not because his highest sympathies and affections 
have been frozen up within him, in one polar and perpetual 
winter, from his birth? Hunger does not stint the growth of 
the body half so much as ignorance dwarfs the capacities of the 
mind. No wound upon the limbs, or gangrene of vital organs, 
is a thousandth part so terrible as those maladies of the soul 
that jeopard its highest happiness, and defeat the end for which 
it was created. And infinitely aggravated is the case where 

• 

children are the sufferers ; where moral distempers are inflicted 
upon them by parents, or are inherited by them from ancestors ; 
where they are born into an atmosphere saturated with the in- 
fection of crime ; where vice obtrudes itself upon every sense, 
and presses inward, througli every pore, to be imbibed and 
copied, just as the common air forces itself into the nostrils to 
be breathed ; and where, in their early imitative transgressions, 
they are no more consciously guilty than in the heaving of their 
lungs in an act of respiration. 

Were a ship, in mid-ocean, to be overtaken by a storm, to 
be dismantled, dismasted, and reduced to an unmanageable 
hulk, and while its crew were famishing, and in momentary 
danger of foundering, were another ship to pass within hail, 
but to refuse all succor and deliverance, should we not justly 
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re^^ard tho deed as an enormous atrocity? But what moral 
differeuce does it make whether we pass by our perishing 
"neighbor" on the sea or on the dry land? The pitfalls of 
perdition on shore are deeper and far more terrible, and are 
inhabited by direr monsters, than any ocean-caves. Now, it is 
the children of the man who, through sickness or other misfor- 
tune, has not the means fully and thoroughly to educate them 
for the duties of life, who represent this perishing aud founder- 
ing crew ; and tho man who has superfluities, or even an inde- 
pendency of meao.s, but refuses to aid in giving these children 
an education sufficient for all the common responsibilities of 
life, — Ae is the hardened mariner who sails recklessly by, and 
sees the helpless sufferers ingulfed in the wake of his own 
proud vessel. 

On this point, then, are we not authorized to conclude, in the 
first place, that the cases are comparatively few where parents 
cannot afford to forego the earnings of their children, and to 
send them to school for the length of time and with the regu- 
larity proposed ? and, in the second place, were the cases of 
destitution far more numerous than they are, that there is still 
an abundance of means, as well as an obvious duty, on the part 
of the public, to supply all deficiencies? Assuming the value 
of all the property in the State to be four hundred and fi(iy 
millions of dollars, the simple interest upon it alone, at six per 
cent, and without any addition from earnings, is twenty-seven 
millions annually. The industrial statistics of the State show 
that its income, from all its occupations and trades, is more 
than a hundred millions of dollars annually ; and even this does 
not include improvements upon its wharves, bridges, roads, or 
lands. Must such a State pare and clip and scrimp, and dole 
out its means with a niggardly hand, when unfolding the mortal 
and the immortal capacities of its children? 

2. But though the means for supporting the schools are 
abundant, and though the earnings of children, as a part of the 
family's daily livelihood, may be forborne in one class of cases, 
and made up in tho other, a further question still remains, — 
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Can the State itself afford to forego these juveniles services? 
Can the machioerj be operated, the shoes bound, the types set, 
the errands and '^ chores" done, and the door-bells tended, if 
all children under sixteen years of age are withdrawn from the 
performance of these kinds of service for ten months each year ? 
Minors, under sixteen, are let out to corporations to be em- 
ployed in manufacturing establishments ; they are taken into 
the families of the wealthy and forehanded as under-servants ; 
a few are employed as errand-boys in the offices and shops of 
cities ; and, in several of the lighter handicrafts, they are put 
to regular labor. There are no exact data by which to deter- 
mine the number of children so employed in the State. Com- 
pared with the w]iole number of children in it between the 
ages of four and sixteen, I suppose it to be inconsiderable ; so 
inconsiderable, indeed, that, if their services in these employ- 
ments were henceforth to be wholly discontinued, it would sub- 
tract hardly an appreciable fraction from the aggregate products 
of our labor and machinery. A highly-intelligent gentleman, 
who has been engaged in manufacturing business for many 
years, informs me that the company with which he is associat- 
ed now employs 3,119 persons, — namely, 2,571 in five cotton- 
mills, 450 in two machine-shops, and 98 in one woollen-mill. 
In the cotton-mills, 346 persons are employed who are under 
sixteen years of age, — equal to thirteen per cent. In the ma- 
chine-shops, there are none. In the woollen-mill, there arc six, 
or six per cent. The average for the whole is about eleven per 
cent. He adds, ^^ I am of the opinion that this statement may 
be taken as a fair representation, in regard to age, of the per- 
sons in these several employments. Very few are under fifteen. 
. . . This class of labor is not profitable to the employer, 
and, except iu particular cases, is only employed from motives 
of charity. From my recollection of the labor required iu 
print-works" [he was formerly extensively engaged in printing 
calicoes], ^^ I am inclined to think the proportion of persons 
under sixteen is not greater than the average in the mills and 
shops before mentioned." 
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Here, then, is a statement, worthy of implicit reliance, re- 
specting the largest branch of labor in which those children are 
employed, who, on the proposed reformatory plan, would be 
sent to scliool. Can a substitute bo found for this juvenile 
labor? 

In the first place, if that class of parents who now coin into 
money their children's highest capacities for usefulness and en- 
joyment, that they themselves may live in idleness and intem- 
perance, were peremptorily deprived of this source of gain, 
they could perform a portion of the labor now exacted of the 
children ; or, if not capable of performing this particular kind 
of labor, they could at least do some other work, and thus set 
free a class of persons who could perform it. 

In tlie second place, manufacturers could employ, at a 
slightly-enhauced price, a few more adults, or more persons 
over the age of sixteen. I trust that no liberal-minded manu- 
facturer would object to employing older help, at the present 
time, on the plea of non-remunerating returns. 

But, thirdly, — a consideration of more significance than all 
the rest, — the children who liad enjoyed sucli a school develop- 
ment and training as we are now supposing would go into 
the mills, after the completion of their educational course, with 
physical and intellectual ability to help, and with a moral in- 
ability to harm, which, of itself, would far more than compen- 
sate for all the loss of their previous absence. Take any manu- 
facturer whose mind has ever wandered, even by chance, to a 
contemplation of the only true sources and securities of wealth, 
and what would he not give to have all his operatives trans- 
formed at once into men and women of high intelligence and 
unswerving morality? to have them become so faithful and 
honest, that they would always turn out the greatest quantity 
and the best quality of work, without the trouble and expense 
of watching and weighing and counting and superintending? 
that they would be as careful of his machinery as though it 
were their own? that they would never ask or accept more in 
payment than their just due? that they would always consult 
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their employer's interest, and never sacrifice it from motives of 
personal ease or gain or ill-will ? 

I have been told by one of our most careful and successful 
manufacturers, that, on substituting in one of his cotton-mills 
a better for a poorer educated class of operatives, he was 
enabled to add twelve or fifteen per cent to the speed of bis 
machinery, without any increase of damage or danger from the 
acceleration. Here there was a direct gain of twelve or fifteen 
per cent, — a larger percentage than that of the supposed whole 
number of children under sixteen years of age in all our facto- 
ries. And this gain was effected, too, without any additional 
investment of capital, or any increased expense for board. The 
gain from improved morals would far exceed that from increased 
intelligence. On the whole, then, if all children under sixteen 
years of age were withdrawn from the factories for ten months 
of each year in order to be sent to school, there is reason to 
believe that the aggregate amount of the fabrics produced by 
the mills would not be diminished even a yard. 

The above considerations have special reference to children 
employed in factories. I have selected this department of 
labor, because I suppose that at least as many children under 
sixteen are let out to service in factories as in all other 
branches of business taken together. The same views, with 
inconsiderable modifications, will apply to all others. It will 
be seen at a glance, therefore, that the contemplated diversion 
of children from manual labor to mental and moral pursuits 
will not be such as to impair the industrial resources of the 
State, or to diminib^h the marketable value of its products. 

But there is one remark which applies alike to all these 
classes of employers. They use the services of children not 
their own. Now, it must be conceded, that there exists a well- 
grounded reluctance, ou the part of free governments, to any 
such interfereuce with parental reliitious tis is not made neces- 
sary by the nature of the government itself, or by the criminal 
conduct or culpable neglect of the parents. But those who 
employ other men's children for their own profit cannot 
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intrench themselves behind the sacredneM of parental rightA. 
Their object is their own personal gain, — a lawful and lauda- 
ble object, it is true, when pursued by justifiable means, but 
one which cannot sanction for a moment the infliction of a 
positive injury upon any child, or the deprivation of any privi- 
lege essential either to his well-being, or to the permanence and 
prosperity of the republic. The republic, iudeed, if true to 
itself, can never allow any of its members to do what will 
redound to its own injury ; and, where no parental title can be 
alleged, the assertion of any right over the labor of children 
has as little foundation in natural justice or equity as the 
tyrant's claim to the toil of his vassals. How can nay mau, 
having any claim to the character, I will not say of a Cliris- 
tian or a philanthropist, but to the vastly lower one of a patriot, 
use the services of a child in his household, his shop, his ofRce, 
or his mill, when he knows that he does it at the sacrifice, to 
say the least, of that child's highest earthly interests ? How 
can any man seek to enlarge his own gains, or to pamper his 
own luxurious habits, by taking the bread of intellectual and 
moral life from the children around him? 

I can anticipate but one objection more, having the aspect of 
plausibility. It may be said, that although the schools should 
be kept for the proposed length of time by teachers ennobled 
with all the intellectual and moral attributes contemplated, yet 
there are persons capable, like brutes, of bringing children 
into the world, but impervious to those moral considerations 
which should impel them to train up those children in the way 
they should go ; and that, in regard to this class of parents, 
some coercive measures will be necessary to secure the attend- 
ance of their children at school. I admit this. But is coercion 
a new idea in a community where there are houses of correc- 
tion and jails and state-prisons and the gallows? Surely, 
bolts and bars, granite walls, and strangulating hemp, are 
strange emblems of the voluntary principle. Massachusetts 
has, at the present moment, about two thousand persons under 
lock and key, nineteen-twentieths of whom, had they been 
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blessed with a good common-school educatiou, would, accord- 
iDg to the testimony I have adduced, be now useful and exem- 
plary citizens, — building up, instead of tearing down, the 
fabric of public welfare. With a population of between eight 
hundred thousand and nine hundred thousand, she has at least 
five thousand police-officers and magistrates, armed with power 
lo seize and restrain, and bring to trial and punishment, any 
transgressors of those laws which she has paid many other 
thousands for enacting. Does it not argue, then, a perversion 
of intellect, or an obliquity of the moral sense, to contend that 
a child, for the purpose of being blessed by the influences of a 
good school, cannot be taken from a parent who is preparing 
him to become at least a private, if not an officer, .in the great 
army of malefactors ; while it is conceded, that by and by, 
when this same child becomes a parent, he may then be taken 
from his children, imprisoned, put to hard labor, or put to 
death ? So far as force is concerned, so far as any supposed 
invasion of private rights is concerned, does not the greater 
contain the less a thousand times over? If the State can send 
a sheriff's posse to take a man from his own bed at midnight, 
and carry him to jail, to trial, and to execution, does it require 
a greater extension, or a bolder use, of its prerogatives, for the 
same State to send a kind moral guardian to take a child from 
the temptations of the street, or from the liaunts of wickedness, 
and bring him within the benign influences of a good school? 

Should it be said, that, in the case of the adult offender, there 
has been a forfeiture of civil rights by some overt act of viola- 
tion, while in the case of the child the violation is prospective 
only, I reply, that nothing is more common than to arrest and 
imprison men on probable suspicion merely ; nothing is more 
common than to hold men to bail in sums proportioned to the 
suspected offence ; and when a man gives proof that he intends 
to do a wrong, and is only awaiting a favorable opportunity to 
execute his intention, nothing is more common than to put him 
under bonds for his good behavior. Every child who is not 
receiving a good education comes at least within these latter 
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categories. He is au object of violent suspicioa. The pre- 
sumption is stroug that he will not make a good citizen ; that, 
in some form or other, he will get his living out of the earnings 
of his fellow-men, or offend against their welfare. If the Com- 
monwealth, then, has a right to imprison au adult, or hold him 
to bail on suspicion, or to bind him over to keep the peace and 
be of good behavior, has it not an equal, nay, a superior right, 
to demand guaranties for the child's appearance upon the stago 
of manhood, there to answer to the great duties that shall be 
required of him as a citizen? — and a good education is surely 
better security than any bail-bond that ever was executed. 
Has not the State a right to bind each child to his good be- 
havior by imparting to him the instruction, and by instilling 
into his mind the principles, of virtue and religion, by which ho 
shall be twice-bound or doubly-fastened (for such is the etymo- 
logical meaning of the word " religion") to perform, with in- 
telligence and uprightness, his social and political duties when 
he becomes a man ? 

Nor is our legislation without numerous precedents in favor 
of securing education, even at the expense of coercive meas- 
ures. These precedents are scattered along our annals from 
the earliest periods of our colonial existence. The colonial 
law of 1642, after premising that " forasmuch as the good 
education of children is of singular behoof and benefit to any 
commonwealth/' ordered '* that the selectmen of every town 
. . . shall have a vigilant eye over their brethren and neigh- 
bors, to see, first, that none of them shall sufier so much bar- 
barism in any of their families as not to endeavor to teach, by 
themselves or others, their children and apprentices so much 
learning as may enable them perfectly to read the English 
tongue, and knowledge of the capital laws ; " and it imposed 
upon parents what in those times was a heavy penalty for 
neglect. 

By the law of 1671, the selectmen were again required to see 
that all children and youth " be taught to read perfectly the 
English tongue, have knowledge in the capital laws," &e. 
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So the laws of the Plymouth Colony, after setting forth that 
*' whereas many Parents & Masters, either through an over- 
respect to their own occasions and business, or not duely con- 
sidering the good of their Children & Servants, have too much 
neglected their duty in their Education, whilest they are young 
& capable of Learning," proceeded to make substantially the 
same requirements as were made by the above-cited provisions 
in the laws of the Massachusetts Bay Colony ; and then de- 
clared, that if any parents or masters, after warning and ad- 
monition, should still remain negligent in their duty, '* whereby 
Children & Servants may be in danger to grow Barberous, 
Rude, or Stubborn, & so prove Pests instead of Blessings to the 
Country," then *' a fine often shillings shall be levied upon the 
goods of such negligent Parent or Master." If, after three 
months subsequent to the levying of this fine, '^ no due care 
shall be taken & continued for the Education of such children 
& apprentices," then a fine of twenty shillings was to be levied. 
" And Lastly, if, in three months after that, there be no Reforma- 
tion of the said neglect, then the Select-men, with the help of 
two Magistrates, shall take such children & servants from them 
[the parents], & place them with some Masters for years, 
(boyes till they come to twenty-one, and girls eighteen years of 
age), which will more strictly educate and govern them, accord- 
ing to the rules of the Order." 

Nor were the above enactments a dead letter. The earlier 
judicial and municipal records show, that, when the latural 
parent broke from the ties of consanguinity and duty by neg- 
lecting the education of his children, the law interfered, and 
provided a civil parent for them. 

Modern legislation, it is true, has greatly relaxed the strin- 
gency of these provisions. No adequate substitute is to be 
found for them in our present educational code ; and already 
neglected childhood is avenging itself upon society by its man- 
hood of crime, — not unfrequently by its precocity in crime 
long before the years of manhood have been reached. 

Compulsory enactments, however, still attest that all the 
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spirit of our ancestors is not yet gone. Our laws provide, in 
various cases, that minor children maybe bound out to service, 
— males to the age of twenty-one years, and females to the 
age of eighteen years ; but, in all cases, it is to be stipulated in 
the contract that they shall be taught to " read, write, and 
cipher." " Stubborn children " may be committed to the house 
of correction. Children in the city of Boston, under the age 
of sixteen years, whose '* parents are dead, or, if living, do, 
from vice or any other cause, neglect to provide suitable em- 
ployment for or to exercise salutary control over " them, may 
be sent by the court to the house of reformation. By the late 
act establishing the State Reform School, male convicts under 
sixteen years of age may be sent to this school from any part 
of the Commonwealth, to be there '' instructed in piety and 
morality, and in such branches of useful knowledge as shall 
be adapted to their age and capacity." The inmates may be 
bound out ; but, in executing this part of their duty, the trus- 
tees " shall have scrupulous regard to the religious and moral 
character of those to whom they are to be bound, to the end 
that they may secure to the boys the benefit of a good example 
and wholesome instruction, and the sure means of improvement 
in virtue and knowledge, and thus the opportunity of becoming 
intelligent, moral, useful, and happy citizens of the Common- 
wealth." Manufacturers, and overseers in manufacturing es- 
tablishments, are prohibited, under a penalty, from employing 
any child in their factories under fifteen years of age who has 
not attended some day-school for a specified portion of the 
year within which he may be so employed ; and they are also 
prohibited from employing any child under twelve years of 
age more than ten hours a day, under any circumstances. In 
the case of fires, of explosive commodities, of contagious dis- 
eases, of immigrant passengers from infected countries, and 
so forth, the law vests its officers with plenary and summary 
powers " to save the republic from detriment." 

Paley has said, that " to send an uneducated child into the 
world is injurious to the rest of mankind : it is little better than 
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to turn out a mad dog or a wild beast into the streets/' It is 
difficult to conceive why he thought it to be any " better ^^^ 
since one uneducated, vicious man may do infiDitely more 
barm to the world thau all the rabid dogs or wild beasts that 
ever existed. Much as we may need energetic remedies 
against contagious diseases, we need them against contagious 
vices more ; and quarantine-laws in favor of moral health are 
the most necessary of all sanitary regulations. 

But I forbear to press further considerations of this character 
upon the attention of the Board. I hope that the great ma- 
jority of our people will rather wonder why such an argument 
should be deemed necessary than be disposed to question its 
conclusions. 

Having now surveyed, somewhat at length, the various 
points pertaining to this subject, a brief recapitulation may 
not be amiss. 

The basis on which it is suggested that our public school- 
system shall be put is carefully defined in the circular. 

In some important particulars, no change is necessary, as 
our practice has already reached the point of theoretic excel- 
lence. Such are the unconditional rights of all children to enter 
the school, — or their entire exemption from rate-bills or any 
capitation-tax, either as a condition precedent or subsequent of 
their attending school, — the range of studies which may be 
taught, the provision for moral and religious instruction, with 
guaranties against its abuse, and so forth. 

But, in other respects, important improvements are contem- 
plated, — no cardinal or organic change in the system itself, but 
only progression in courses already begun. Such are, more be- 
fitting qualifications in teachers for the great work they un- 
dertake ; the maintenance of the schools for a period of ten 
months in each year, instead of the present average of eight 
months, and, as a necessary consequence, the appropriation 
of moneys sufficient to sustain the prolonged school, and to 
pay the better-qualified teachers ; and, finally^ the gathering 
into the schools, during their entire terra, orall Vhe children 
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From the comprehensiveaess of this last conditioQ, it is obvi- 
ous that all cases of sickness, casualty, or other reasonable 
cause of absence, must be excepted. And equally clear is it, 
that when any parent or guardian prefers to educate his chil- 
dren at home, or in a private school, he should be allowed to 
do so, — the means of education to bo left wholly optional with 
every one, provided assurance is given to the State that the end 
is attained. 

So far as the proposed changes involve the appropriation of 
more money, it has been shown that the State possesses not 
only a sufficiency, but a redundancy of wealth for the purpose. 
Besides, when once in operation, the system will be found 
not merely a self-supporting one, but one yielding large reve- 
nues, — both saving and producing many times more than it 
will cost, — requiting a single expenditure by a manifold re- 
muneration. 

So far as higher mental and moral attributes in teachers will 
be required, reasons have been offered to sliow that Nature, 
or tlie common course of Providence, supplies an abundance of 
intellectual power aud of moral capability ; but that, through 
our present misuse or mal-administration of these noble quali- 
ties, they are either lo.st by neglect of culture, or diverted to 
less worthy pursuits. There is no more irou in the world now 
than there ever was ; we have only discovered how to use it 
more advautageously, — for steamboats, for railroads, for ma- 
chinery, aud a thousand mechanical purposes : aud thus, iu 
point of mere pecuniary value, we have given it the first rank 
among the precious metals. There is no more water flowing 
down our streams now than there was centuries ago ; but we 
have just found out how to make it saw timber, grind wheat, 
and make cloth : and already it docs a thou:jand times more 
work than all our twenty millions of people could do by their 
own unassisted strength, should every man vie with his neigh- 
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bor in the severity of his toil aud in the amount of hid produc- 
tions. There are no more individual particles of electricity in 
the air or in the earth to-day than there always have been. 
Forever, since the creation, there has been an inconceivable 
host of these particles, — a multitude deriding all human power 
of computation, — which have careered round the earth by laws 
of their own, each one being as distinct from all the rest, and 
having as separate and independent an existence, as one wild 
horse upon the prairies has from another. Long ago, science 
learned how to catch and confine these natural racers ; but it 
was not until our day that she discovered how to take them, — 
one, ten, a hundred, or a thousand, — and despatch them as 
messengers to distant cities ; to make them the common car- 
riers of intelligence, whom no pursuers can overtake, no bribe 
can corrupt, nor robbers despoil. Thus it is with the capaci- 
ties of the human mind. By the bounty of Providence, they 
may be employed and made sufficient for the greatest work of 
reform. It is through our blindness and perversity that they 
are not yet used to achieve their sublime purposes. Like the 
iron, like the gravity of falling water, like the electric coursers, 
they, too, have the power of conferring unimaginable blessings 
upon the race ; but as yet they have only been very partially 
enlisted in the highest services of humanity. 

On the third point, — that which contemplates the regular 
attendance of all the children upon the school (with certain 
specified exceptions), and even their compulsory attendance in 
a class of extreme cases, — I rely upon legal precedents and 
analogies ; upon the necessity which is imposed upon a repub- 
lican government, if it means to keep itself republican ; and 
upon the broad principle, that a parent who neglects to educate 
his child up to the point proposed proves that he has taken the 
parental relation upon himself without any corresponding idea 
of its solemnity, and thus, by the non-performance of his pa- 
rental duties, forfeits his parental rights. 

The coincidence of the results, too, to which the witnesses 
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have come, is, on its face, a very remarkable circumstance ; 
but it is rendered still more remarkable by the fact, that 
they made their statements without any concert or compari- 
son of views, and in entire independence of each other. The 
proof, therefore, is not cumulative merely ; but its cogency is 
raised to a mathematical power equal to the number of the 
witnesses. 

Such, then, is a condensed view or summary of the testimony 
given by credible and trustworthy witnesses on a subject so 
unspeakably important. The judicial mind cannot fail to ob- 
serve that the section of country whence these results of expe- 
rience have been gathered is large, embracing all the States 
north and cast oi' Pennsylvauia. The schook have been both 
public and private, in town and country ; liave consisted of both 
sexes and of all ages ; and have contained children from all the 
States in the Union. Tiicy have embraced thousands and thou- 
sands of the youth of the laud ; and, commencing at a point 
of time now more than fifty years gone by, tliey reach in un- 
broken continuity to the present day. We have, therefore, no 
isolated or solitary case, illogically generalized, and made to 
yield an inference too broad for its premises. 

Nor is it to be forgotten that each of the witnesses, in theo- 
logical character, is a sincere believer in such an innate natural 
condition of the human heart as opposes the most formidable 
obstacles to suc(!ess in moral training. Sovereign, indeed, most 
be the influences which can educe exemplary lives and a well- 
ordered society from a raee, each oue of whom could say lite- 
rally, *' I was shapcn in iniquity, and in sin did my mother con- 
ceive me," — in a race whose alienation from tlie righteous law 
of God is supposed to antedate volition, and even conscfousness, 
and to be mingled and inbred with the primary corpuscles of 
being. It was no disrespect towards the many able and eminent 
teachers of a ditfcrent religious faith which deterred me from 
propounding the same questions to them, and soliciting the re- 
sults of their experience ; but it was because I wished to know 
what was deemed to be practicable by those who saw the great- 
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est difficulties to be overcome before success could be achieved. 
While, therefore, their statements were solicited respecting the 
moral efficacy or " potentiality " of schools " conducted on the 
cardinal principles of the New-England tyatemsy* yet it was my 
wish that each one should make his own theological views 
manifest on the face of his communication ; so that governors 
and legislators, and all leaders of public opinion, might see 
how much was believed to be attainable, even while contendinsr 
against the most formidable obstacles. I reasoned thus, — that 
if those who believe the battle-ground to be most nearly inac- 
cessible, and the enemy's iutrcnchments to be most nearly im- 
pregnable, and his power to be most nearly invincible, do still 
believe that victory can be won, then all would say there 
should be no sleep in the camp until the war-cry is rung, and 
the hand-to-hand struggle is begun. 

But I must not disguise the fact, nor in any way divert 
attention from it, that universality of education (cither public 
or private) is a substantive part of the plan here proposed, and 
indispensable to its successful working. Indeed, I should have 
thought it nugatory and trifling to ask the opinion of any 
teacher about attainable results, had this condition been omit- 
ted from the scheme. Had it been stipulated, or supposed, as 
a preliminary of the plan, that one per cent only of the chil- 
dren might be lefl out of tiie scliools, doubtless the witnesses 
would have made a deduction of at least Ave per cent in their 
estimate of results. Thoy would have felt bound to make an 
allowance, not only for the abandoned class themselves, but for 
the poisonous influence of that class upon all the rest. Doubt- 
less every advance in the qualification of teachers, and in 
gathering more and more of the children within tlic renovating 
influences of the schools, will yield a great reward of mental 
and moral benefits ; but universality in the end to be accom- 
plished demands universality in the means to be employed. W 
a contagious or infectious distemper were to break out in any 
quarter of a city, and all its victims but one were to be re- 
moved, thougli tliis removal would abate something from the 
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malignant type of the disease, and contract the circle of its 
ravages, yet who would feel secure while even one should 
remain to impart its virus by contact, or radiate its noxious 
effluvia? In moral, no less than in physical maladies, the 
security of each is conditioned on the security of all. The 
confidence of every rational man must be impaired respecting 
the prospective virtue of his own children while the children 
of his neighbor are vicious ; and, for the comprehensive mean- 
ing of the word " neighbor," Christ is our authority. I 
thank God that there can be no safety for any until there is 
safety for all. Were the sky to be opened, and a voice to ad- 
dress us audibly from the heavens, it could not proclaim more 
articulately than is done by the common course of Divine 
Providence, that God has made of one blood all nations of men 
to dwell on all the face of the earth ; and that, therefore, being 
by the law of consanguinity one brotherhood and one body, 
no one member of this body can suffer but all the members 
must suffer with it, and no one member can be truly honored 
but all the members must rejoice with it. Where men are 
religious, therefore, this principle appeals to their religion, and 
enforces all its dictates ; where men are not religious, but have 
only an enlightened selfishness, it invokes that selfishness to 
do good to others for the reflected benefits upon itself: and thus 
it leaves only those to pursue a different course who are 
morally selfish and intellectually blind. Hence, any system 
of education which does violence to this great principle of uni- 
versal benevolence — which circumscribes itself within the 
limits of a family, a caste, a party, or a sect — is |)ut human 
weakness wrestling against Divine Power ; and, under what^ 
ever specious disguises it may mask itself, it is only mortal self- 
ishness, seeking, by feigned and counterfeited compliances, to 
cajole Heaven out of blessings promised only to those who do 
unto others as they would that others should do unto them. 
What right has any man, or body of men, to make the second 
table of the law of less account than the first? or to delude 
themselves with the belief that they love the Lord their God 
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with all the heart, while thej do not love their neighbor as 
themselves? If Grod is our Father^ all men must be our 
brethren. 

I believe it would not be only practicable, but easy, for the 
legislature, at its ensuing session, now so soon to be com- 
menced, to initiate a series of measures, which, in a very brief 
period, would carry us through the earlier stages of the con- 
templated reform, — measures which would command the 
ready assent of a vast majority of the citizens of Massachu- 
setts, and would thus leave but few of those unnatural cases — 
of those parents who are* not parents — to be dealt with com- 
pulsively. 

In concluding this Report, I shall not attempt to heigliten the 
effect of the evidence and the argument which have been sub- 
mitted by any effort to describe the blessedness of that state of 
society which the universal application of this reformatory 
agency would usher in. Such an endeavor would be vain. He 
who would do this must first behold the scenes, and be thrilled 
by the joys, he would delineate ; he must borrow the language 
of the Paradise he would describe. And, more than this, he 
must be able to depict the depth and fierceness of the pains 
which have been inflicted by the crimes of mankind, not only 
upon the guilty perpetrators themselves, but upon the innocent 
circles of their families and friends ; the terrors of the con- 
science-stricken malefactor ; the sorrow and shame of children 
bemoaning a parent's guilt ; the madness of the mother at the 
ruin of her child ; the agony which brings down a father's ^fray 
hairs with sorrow to the grave ; the pangs of fraternal and sis- 
terly affection, to which a stain upon a brother's or a sister's 
name is a dark spot upon the sun of life, which spreads and 
deepens until it eclipses all the light of existence ; all the va- 
ried cries of this mingled wail of distress, which have been 
heard in all lands and at all times, from the death of Abel to 
the present hour, -— all these he must have power to describe 
who would describe the blessedness of a deliverance from them. 

There is one consideration, however, which I cannot forbear 
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to introduce, because it appeals alike to all those various and 
oftentimes couflicting classes of men who are endeavoring in so 
many different ways to ameliorate the condition of mankind. 
Will not a moment's reflection convince them all, that, so far 
as human instrumentality is concerned, education encompasses, 
pervades, and overrules all their efforts, grants them whatever 
tr iiimphs th ey may achieve, and sets bou nds to their successes 
wiiich they cannot overpass? Why does the advocate of tem- 
perance, every time he returns upon his circuit of beuGficence, 
find his way again blocked up with the prostrate victims of 
inebriation? Why so long, in both hemispheres, have the 
divinest appeals of the advocate of peace been drowned by the 
din of mustering squadrons and the clarion of war? Wliy does 
the opponent of slavery, before he can strike the fetters even from 
one victim, see other fetters riveted upon the limbs of many 
more? Why do our moral-reform societies and our home- 
mission societies call annually for more money and more labor- 
ers wherewith to enter the ever-enlarging fields, as they open 
before them, of licentiousness and of irreligion? Why do those 
rich and powerful associations formed for evangelizing the 
heat lien world see the very ships which carry out the gospel 
and its heralds freighted also with idols, made in Christian 
lands, for those heathen to buy, and to worship as true gods, 
and laden with a liquid poison, too, which sinks its victims to 
such a depth of debasement as to make common heathenism 
enviable? Why is it that the political parties into which our 
country is divided, persist, year after year, in solemnly and un- 
ceasingly charging each other with heinous and premeditated 
offences against the fundamental principles of our government 
and the highest welfare of the people? — charges which, if true, 
must brand the accused with infamy ; if untrue, the accusers. 
So far as the members of any one of these various parties are 
lovers of truth, of righteousness, and of peace, let them be 
asked what is the reason why they accomplish so little, and 
why so much ever remains to be done, and they will answer, 
and answer truly, that they do not fail through lack of reason 
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Gbmtlemek, — 

. . . Massachusetts may be regarded either as a State by 
herself, or as a member of a mighty and yet increasing confed- 
eracy of States. In the former capacity, she has great and 
abiding interests, which are mainly defiendent upon her own 
domestic or internal policy. In the latter relation, her fate de- 
pends upon the will of her partners in the association. Hence, 
although, in regard to all nations, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs is the officer of first importance in the State, yet, in 
regard to our own Commonwealth, the Home Department has 
decided precedence. 

As an individual State, the geographical extent of Massachu- 
setts, and her civil and social interests, will remain the same ; 
but when compared, or rather contrasted, with the vast do- 
main, and the magnificent and overshadowing interests, of the 
whole Union, she is, and from year to year must be, growing 
relatively less and less and less. At the epoch of the Revolu- 
tion, she was one of thirteen States. Now she is one of thirty. 
Even so late as 1790, when the first census of the United States 
was taken, there were but three States whose population ex- 
ceeded hers. Deducting slaves, of whom she had none, there 
were but two. Her population at that time amounted to about 
one-tenth part of the population of the whole Union. It is now 
much below one-twentieth. At the time, too, of the adoption 
of the Feilcral Constitution, the area of Massachusetts bore 
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some assignable and palpable proportion to that of the whole 
XJuited States. The Mississippi was then the western boundary 
of the nation. Now our domain not only extends to the Pacific, 
but stretches through almost seventeen degrees of latitude upon 
that ocean. Florida then lay between us and the Gulf of 
Mexico ; and, the gates of the Mississippi River being liable 
at any time to be closed against the Western States, their only 
unobstructed egress to the Atlantic was through Eastern ports. 
Now the Gulf is our southern boundary ; and the Mississippi 
and its tributaries, with their more than sixteen thousand miles 
of waters navigable by steam, afford a channel capacious enough 
to drain the West of its vast productions, and then, with the 
refluent tide of commerce, to supply their demands for foreign 
merchandise. Territorially considered, the loss of Cape Cod, 
or of the few acres that compose the Islands of Nantucket and 
the Vineyard, would be greater to Massachusetts than the loss 
of Massachusetts would be to the Union. Our native and be- 
loved State, indeed, seems contracting and dwindling away so 
fast as to suggest the idea of its more careful perambulation 
to see if some clandestine and rapacious neighbor has not in- 
curred the curse of the Mosaic law by removing our landmarks 
inward and inward. It is only by takiug Massachusetts as a 
unit, and comparing her area with that of other States in the 
Union, that we can realize how narrow and diminutive she is 
becoming. Ohio and Kentucky could each be divided into five 
States, and each of the ten would be larger than our own. New 
York, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee would each make considerably 
more than six States — or the whole of them more than forty- 
two States — of the size of Massachusetts. Michigan, Illinois, 
Iowa, Wisconsin, Georgia, and Arkansas are each equal in 
territory to seven such States as ours, — amounting to another 
group of forty-two. Virginia and Florida are each equal to 
more than eight ; Missouri is equal to nine ; and Texas alone, 
according to the boundaries now claimed by her, would make 
forty-four such States. Takiug an official estimate of the area 
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of the United States, exclusive of the portion lately acquired 
from Mexico, it is divisible into three hundred and seventy-six 
such States as Massachusetts. The territory ceded by the treaty 
with Mexico, which was ratified on the thirtieth day of May 
last, exclusive of what is claimed by Texas, would make more 
than seventy-two States of equal dimensions. Hence it is plain 
that Massachusetts, territorially considered, constitutes, not ex- 
ceeding, in round numbers, one four-hundred and forty-eighth 
part of the Union to which she belongs, or far less than the 
proportion which a single degree bears to the three hundred 
and sixty degrees of a circle. The bull's hide mentioned in 
Virgil's epic would nearly enclose her.* 
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Iq other elements of national greatness, — in mineral re-^ 
i^ources, in productiveness of soil, and in natural facilities for 
internal intercourse, — she falls far below even this insignificant 
fraction. She has not an inland bay, not a navigable river ; no 
gold is scattered among her sands ; granite is her best mineral, 
and ice the only pearl to be found in her waters. 

So far, too, as political power, founded on numbers, is con- 
cerned, Massachusetts is shrinking hardly less rapidly than in 
the relative compass of her borders. Out of two hundred and 
thirty representatives in the national Congress, she has but ten ; 
and the next census, now so soon to be taken, will seriously 
reduce this meagre proportion. In the first Congress, she had 
eight out of sixty-five, or one in eight (and a fraction), instead 
of one in twenty-three, as at present, with waning prospects for 
the future. In the presidential election of the current year, she 
gives but twelve out of two hundred and ninety votes. In 
choosing electors, therefore ; in declaring war and in making 
peace ; and in all the mighty interests, political and moral, 
that depend upon war and peace ; in the deep pecuniary stake 
which every commercial and manufacturing people have in 
questions of foreign commerce and domestic currency ; and in 
all civil, military, and diplomatic appointments which require 

8q. MilM. AerM. 

Brou<,'ht forward 072,099 022,148,3fl0 

Old Nortb-west Territory, balance remainlDgcast of Mis- 

lissippi River, and north-west of Wisconsin . . . 22;3M 14,296,010 

Oregon Territory west of Rocky Mountains . . . 341,463 218,636,3:20 

Total of old territory not organlaed into States . 1,336,808 8&l,974,7'i0 

CalifornU 44S,G01 287,162,240 

NewMexloo 77,387 49,627,680 

Total 626,078 336,680,020 

Oraad Aggregate* 

Total in Free States 464,340 290,777,600 

Total in Slave States 030,368 690,276,600 

Total in States 1,890,706 890,068,120 

Total, old territory 1,336,898 864,074,720 

Total, Hew territory 626,078 38li680,920 

Total • 3,262,684 2,081.717,760 
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the concurrence of the Senate, — Massachusetts is at the mercy 
of her sisters ; and if those sisters become imperious and aggres- 
sive, as some of them give significant tokens of becoming, she 
must succumb and suffer, like the abused Cordelia among the 
haughty Gonerils and Regans of the family. 

This picture is no fancy-sketch. It is drawn from the origi- 
nal without the exaggeration of a color or a line. We are con- 
fronted by these stern realities, these incontrovertible facts : — 

MUm. 
Length of the AUantlo Coast to the mouth of St. Mary's Rlrer . . 1,400 
From mouth of St. Mary's River to Cape of Florida • • • . 4fi0 

Qalf Coast to moath of the Sabine KiTer 1,200 

Total 3,100 

Those States where the public lands are situated are generally ezcluslre of lakes, 
ponds, &c. Marshes are estimated. 

The Territories Include sueh waters as are interior. 

And no illusions of a poetic temperament, no complacent retro- 
spection over periods of past renown, can avert or delay our 
impending fate. Like the foolish bird which supposes it can 
avoid danger by hiding its head from its pursuer, we may hide 
our eyes and avert our thoughts from all contemplation of the 
fortunes that await us ; but those fortunes will nevertheless 
overtake us with a speed that we cannot escape from, and a 
resistlessness that we cannot overcome. 

What, then, shall save our native and beloved State from van- 
ishing quite away, from being unknown in the councils of the 
nation, and lost to the history of the world? In our domestic 
legislation, and in all our social relationships, what policy shall 
prevail, and by what spirit shall we be animated, in order to avert 
80 deplorable a fate? Has not every patriot, every worthy son 
of a Pilgrim sire, an answer at hand ? If Massachusetts can 
no longer challenge respect on account of her numbers, she must 
challenge it on account of her character. If she is no longer 
visible by her magnitude, she must become so by her light. 
She must be, like Hesper, *' fairest of all the train of night," 
and compensate for the diminutiveness of her size by the iutense- 
ness of her brilliancy. 
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Let US reflect, then, in the first place, that Massachusetts has 
an absolute as well as a relative existence. She exists for 
her present people and for their posterity, as well as for the 
Union at large. Though relatively declining, when compared 
with the whole country, yet there is an actual and constant 
increase in her numbers. Within her narrow borders she will 
soon have a million of people ; and what finite power can ade- 
quately comprehend the joys and sorrows, the hopes and fears, 
the honor or shame, of a million of human beings belonging to 
the same generation, or sum up the fearful aggregate of happi- 
ness or misery for themselves and their descendants ! 

Let us thank Heaven, too, that there are other standards of 
greatness besides vastness of territory, and other forms of 
wealth besides mineral deposits or agricultural exuberance. 
Though every hill were a Potosi, though every valley, like that 
of the Nile, were rank with fatness, yet might a nation be poor 
in the most desperate sense, — benighted in the darkness of 
barbarism, and judgment-stricken of Heaven for its sins. A 
State has local boundaries which it cannot rightfully transcend ; 
but the realm of intelligence, the sphere of charity, the moral 
domain in which the soul can expand and expatiate, are illimit- 
able, — vast and boundless as the omnipresence of the Being 
that created them. Worldly treasure is of that nature that rust 
may corrupt, or the moth destroy, or thieves steal ; but even 
upon the earth there are mental treasures which are unap- 
proachable by fraud, impregnable to violence, and whose value 
does not perish, but is redoubled with the using. A State, 
then, is not necessarily fated to insignificance because its dimen- 
sions are narrow, nor doomed to obscurity and powerlessness 
because its numbers are few. Athens was small ; yet, low as 
were her moral aims, she lighted up the whole earth as a lamp 
lights up a temple. Judsea was small ; but her prophets and 
her teachers were, and will continue to be, the guides of the 
world. The narrow strip of half-cultivable land that lies be- 
tween her eastern and western boundaries is not Massachusetts ; 
but her noble and incorruptible men, her pure and exalted 
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womcu, the children in all her schools, whose daily lessona are 
the preludes and rehearsals of the great duties of life, and the 
prophecies of future eminence, — tqesb aiie the State. 

tJoder the providence of God, our means of education are 
the grand machinery by which the " raw material " of human 
nature can be worked up into inventors and discoverers, into 
skilled artisans and scientific farmers, into scholars and jurists, 
into the founders of benevolent institutions, and the great ex- 
pounders of ethical and theological science. By meatia of 
early education, those embryos of talent may be quickened 
which will solve the difficult problems of political and economi- 
cal law ; and by them, too, the genius may be kindled which 
will blaze fori h in the poets of humanity. Our schools, &r 
more than they have done, may supply the presidents and pro- 
fessors of colleges, and superintendents of public instruction, 
all over the land ; and send, not only into our sister States, but 
across the Atlantic, the men of practical science to superintend 
the construction of the great works of art. Here, too, may 
those judicial powers be developed and invigorated which will 
make legal principles so clear and convincing as to prevent 
appeals to force ; and, should the clouds of war ever lower over 
our country, some hero may be found — the nursling of our 
schools, and ready to become the leader of our armies, that 
best of all heroes — who will secure the glories of a peace, 
unstained by the magnilicent murders of the battle-field. 

The fortunes of a State depend upon antecedent causes, 
working with greater or less energy through longer or shorter 
periods of time. By virtue of this universal law, the future 
condition of the people of Massachusetts will be modified, and 
to a great extent determined, by the force of causes now put 
in operation. Rnligbteaed reason discerns the conuectioo be- 
tween cause and effect ; it measures the efficiency of causes ; 
and thus, to a great extent, it is able to adopt and adapt means 
to the accomplishment of designed ends. Feeble and erring as 
is the reason of man, yet ia this attribute, far more nearly 
than in any other, does he preserve the divine image in which 
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he was origiimlly formed. Supposing matter to have been first 
created by the fiat of the Almighty, a substantial and beautiful 
analogy may be traced between the methods pursued by the 
Creator and the creature in the formation of the works of their 
hands. When the fulness of time for creating the parent of 
the human race had arrived, we must suppose the idea or 
archetype of a man to have existed in the divine Mind as 
really as " the dust of the earth " from which he was to be 
formed existed in his hand ; and that, in obedience to the sove- 
reign volition, all the elements of which man is composed -«- 
the oxygen, the hydrogen, the nitrogen, the carbon, and all the 
rest — were brought together, and were arranged into his hun- 
dreds of bones and of muscles, his thousands of blood-vessels, 
and his millions of nerves ; in fine, into his limbs, and into 
the manifold apparatus of his senses ; into that wonderful or- 
gan, the heart ; and, if any thing can surpass the heart as a 
miracle of creative power, into that still more wonderful organ, 
the brain, — we must suppose, I say, that the elements for the 
formation of this work were assigned, each to its appropriate 
place, until Grod saw the noble and majestic structure of the 
human form before him, perfect in all its parts. At a vast 
distance, but still in humble imitation of the divine processes, 
does man proceed for the completion of every work of his 
hands. The architect, for instance, through the medium of 
his senses, acquires a knowledge of all the various properties 
of all the substances which enter into the construction of an 
edifice. By his reason, ho discovers the special uses and capa- 
bilities of all the materials to be employed. Then, in the soli- 
tude of his closet, or in the darkness of midnight, he revives in 
his mind the images of all the substances and ingredients 
necessary to his work ; he measures and arranges and combines 
the ideas of them ; he applies to them the architectural laws of 
fitness, proportion, and strength, until, at last, the grand con- 
ception of the edifice — whether sacred temple or human 
dwelling — rises in his mind, complete from foundation to 
turret. He brings together and adjusts the ideas of things^ just 
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<u an omnipotent arm would bring together and adjust the pon- 
derous things themselves. Af\er this, he orders the materials to 
be collected from their respective localities, — it may be from 
different quarters of the globe, — the wood from the forest, the 
marble from the quarry, the iron from the mine, the bricks 
from the clay-pit, the glass, the furniture, the tapestry, and so 
forth, each from its place, until that ideal image which had 
before risen up in the silent recesses of his mind now stands 
forth in full and majestic proportions, embodied in visible and 
enduring substance, and supplying for centuries to come a fit 
place for the dwelling of man, or for the worship of God. So, 
when the Garden of Eden was planted, and when every tree 
that is pleasant to the sight and good for use was made to 
grow out of the ground, we must suppose that the Creator, 
proceeding upon the perfect ideas already in his mind, mingled 
together, in due proportion, those few chemical elements, 
which, in their various combinations, make up the almost infi- 
nite varieties of the vegetable world, until all of nourishment 
and perfume and beauty which enters into our imagination of 
Par'adise clustered and glowed and bloomed around, and filled 
the air with its sweets. In like manner, the gardener, who 
wishes to bring together, within a narrow compass, specimens 
of the various plants and flowers that grow between the Equa- 
tor and the Arctic, first acquires a knowledge of whatever he 
would cultivate ; he classifies them, and arranges all the classes 
in his mind according to their respective natures ; he encloses 
and prepares his grounds ; and then he gathers together seed 
and plant and vine, indigenous and exotic : on some he 
pours a double portion of the suu, some he removes into the 
shade, others he buries in darkness to imitate the growth of 
caverns, and others still he surrounds with ice, to reproduce 
the dwarfish vegetation of the frigid zone ; for some he pre- 
pares a soil dry as an Arabian desert, and for others he 
makes an artificial pool ; until that, which at first was only a 
bodiless creation of fancy in the mind of the designer, becomes 
a utility and an embellishment, sustaining the life, and minis- 
tering to the luxury, of men. 



BEPORT FOR 1848. 231 

Now, it 18 the especial province and function of the states* 
man and the lawgiver — of all those, indeed, whose influence 
moulds or modifies public opinion — to study out the eternal 
principles which conduce to the strength, wisdom, and right- 
eousness of a community; to search for these principles as 
for hidden riches ; to strive for them as one would strive for 
his life ; and then to form public institutions in accordance with 
them. And he is not worthy to be called a statesman, he is 
not worthy to bo a lawgiver or leader among men, who, either 
through the weakness of his head or the selfishness of his heart, 
is incapable of marshalling in his mind the great ideas of knowl- 
edge, justice, temperance, and obedience to the laws of God, — 
on which foundation alone the structure of human welfare can 
be erected ; who is not capable of organizing these ideas into 
a system, and then of putting that system into operation, as a 
mechanic does a machine. This only is true statesmanship. 

The chief men in society, whether they derive their pre-emi- 
nence from birtli or wealth or ofiice, or superiority in natural 
endowments, arc mainly responsible for the institutions they 
leave behind them ; because it is in their power to form or con- 
form those institutions according to their own ideas of excel- 
lence. The leading spirits of one of the great nations of anti- 
quity had no higher idea of female excellence than that of per- 
sonal beauty and the attractions of voluptuousness ; and hence 
their brightest and most boasted female ornament was a cour- 
tesan. The leading spirits of that other ancient nation, whose 
perpetual and disgraceful boast it was that it had conquered 
the whole world, were proud to trace back their ferocious line- 
age, through patrician and regal blood, to the wolf that suckled 
their founder, — a tradition, which, whether fact or fiction, is 
full of allegoric truth. The founders of communities contem- 
poraneous with our own, and now component parts of this re- 
public, filled tlieir veins at their birth with the cancerous blood 
of slavery, which has now spread itself over and corrupted 
their whole organism ; and yet the tormented sufierer contends 
for his disease as for his life, — fights for the devil that rends 
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him, because, as he affirms, the exorcism of the evil spirit will 
be death to himself. For centuries, a leading feature in the 
policy of Great Britain towards Ireland was the utter abolition 
of all education which did not conform to the government 
standard of theology, and was not administered by teachers of 
its own choosing. None but a Protestant was allowed to keep 
a school. From 1709 to 1782, any Roman Catholic who should 
presume to be a schoolmaster, or assistant to a schoolmaster, 
or even a tutor in a pri^'ote family^ was to be transported ; and 
if the party returned, thon he was to be adjudged guilty of high 
treason, and to be hung, drawn, and quartered. A great por- 
tion of the present agony of starving, diseased, distracted Ire- 
land, b directly referable to the ignorance which has resulted 
from those imperial interdicts against knowledge. No other 
acts of British oppression have been so fatal in driving sanity 
out of the head, and kindness out of the heart, of that maddened 
country, as the cruel laws by which every child in Ireland was 
prohibited from nourishing himself with a grain of knowledge, 
unless he would swallow with it a scruple of theology. These 
are a few specimens taken from the great storehouse of history, 
showing how those who enact laws and organize public institu- 
tions predetermine the fate of the masses. And are not all 
those who control legislation, and lead public opinion among 
ourselves, adjured by these admonitions of history, as well as 
by the voice of conscience and the precepts of Christianity, to 
form a model idea of a healthy, industrious, frugal, tempe- 
rate, wise Christian Commonwealth, and then to exert all their 
faculties and all their activities in turning this idea into a lir- 
ing reality? 

Without undervaluing any other human agency, it may be 
safely affirmed that the common school, improved and ener- 
gized as it can easily be, may become the most effective and 
benignant of all the forces of civilization. Two reasons snstain 
this position. In the first place, there is a universality in its 
operation, which can be affirmed of no other institution what- 
ever. If administered in the spirit of justice and conciliation. 
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all the risiDg generation may be brought within the circle of its 
reformatory and elevating influences. And, in the second place, 
the materials upon which it operates are so pliant and ductile 
as to be susceptible of assuming a greater variety of forms than 
any other earthly work of the Creator. The inflexibility and 
ruggedncss of the oak, when compared with the lithe sapling or 
tlic tender germ, arc but feeble emblems to typify the docility 
of childhood when contrasted with the obduracy and intracta- 
bleness of man. It is these inherent advantages of the com- 
mon school, which, in our own State, have produced results bo 
striking, from a system so imperfect, and an administration bo 
feeble. In teaching the blind and the deaf and dumb, in kin- 
dling the latent spark of intelligence that lurks in an idiot's 
mind, and in the more holy work of reforming abandoned and 
outcast children, education has proved what it can do by glo- 
rious experiments. These wonders it has done in its infancy, 
and with the lights of a limited experience ; but when its fac- 
ulties shall be fully developed, when it shall be trained to wield 
its mighty energies for the protection of society against the 
giant vices which now invade and torment it, — against intem- 
perance, avarice, war, slavery, bigotry, the woes of want, and 
the wickedness of waste, — - then there will not be a height to 
which these enemies of the race can escape which it will not 
scale, nor a Titan among them all whom it will not slay. 

I proceed, then, in endeavoring to show how the true busi- 
ness of the schoolroom connects itself, and becomes identical, 
with the great interests of society. The former is the infant, 
immature state of those interests ; the latter their developed, 
adult state. As *^ the child is father to the man," so may the 
training of the schoolroom expand into the institutions and for- 
tunes of the State. 

FHTSICAL EDUCATION. 

In the worldly prosperity of mankind, health and strength 
are indispensable ingredients. Reflect, for a moment, what an 
inroad upon the comfort of a family, and its means of support, 
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is a case of chronic sickness or debility in a single one of its 
members. Should a farmer contract to support, and to con- 
tinue to pay, his laborer, or a manufacturer his operative, 
whether able or unable to work, they would demand a serious 
abatement of wages as a premium for the risk. But what- 
ever drawback a sick member would be to the pecuniary pros- 
perity of a family, or a sick laborer to that of an employer 
bound to support him, just such a drawback is a sick or dis- 
abled member of the community to the financial prosperity of 
the State to which he belongs. The amount of loss consequent 
upon such sickness or disability may not be drawn out of the 
public treasury ; but it is subtracted from the common property 
of the State in a way still more injurious than if the same 
amount of gold were taken from the public coffers by warrant 
of the Executive. Money so taken would be transferred to 
another hand. It would still exist. But the want of health 
and strength is a dead loss to the community ; and, whenever 
the next valuation is taken, there will be a corresponding deficit 
in the aggregate of national property. Hence, every citizen, as 
such, is pecuniarily interested in the health and strength of all 
his fellow-citizens. It is right, therefore, that he should look 
upon them all, not ^nly as a benevolent and Christian man 
would do, pitying and succoring their misfortunes ; but he 
should look upon them, also, as a man of business, — as one 
who contributes, or is bound to contribute, to a reserved fund 
from which all the non-producing sick and valetudinary are 
supported. 

Men see this community of interests plainly enough when 
sickness comes in the form of a pestilence, and decimates and 
redecimates a city, arresting all the currents of business, gath- 
ering the well about the sick-bed or the hearse, or scattering 
them abroad with fear. But in the aggregate of its periods 
of sickness, and in the number of its victims, the plague itself 
is less destructive to human life than the ordinary and stereo- 
typed causes of mortality, which familiarity has bereft of their 
terrors. It is the couoentration of its havoc that makes pesti- 
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leuco terrific. This coDcentration men's senses can perceive, 
and therefore they are affrighted. But to the eye of reason 
that is most alarming which is most injurious ; and it is this 
eje with which a statesman or philosopher should look when 
he takes a survey of human interests. 

Leaving out, then, for the present purpose, all consideration 
of the pains of sickness and the anguish of bereavement, the 
momentous truth still remains, that sickness and premature 
death are positive evils for the statesman and political econo- 
mist to cope with. The earth, as a hospital for the diseased, 
would soon wear out the love of life ; and, if but the half of 
mankind were sick, famine, from non-production, would speed- 
ily threaten the whole. 

(j^owy modern science has made nothing more certain than 
that both good and ill health are the direct result of causes 
mainly within our own control. In other words, the heahh of 
ttie race is dependent upon the conduct of the race. The 
health of the individual is determined primarily by his parents, 
secondarily by himself. The vigorous growtli of the body, its 
strength and its activity, its powers of endurance, and its length 
of life, on the one hand ; and dwarfishuess, sluggishness, infir- 
mity, and premature death on the other, — are all the subjects of 
uuciiangeable laws. These laws are ordained of God ; but the 
knowledge of them is left to our diligence, and the observance 

These laws are very few : they 
are so simple, that all can understand them ; and so beautiful, 
that the pleasure of contemplating them, even independent of 
their utility, is a tenfold reward for all the labor of their ac- 
quisition. The laws, I repeat, are few. The circumstances, 
however, under which they are to be applied, are exceedingly 
various and complicated. These circumstances embrace the 
almost infinite varieties of our daily life, — exercise and rest ; 
sleeping and watching ; eating, drinking, and abstinence ; the 
affections and passions ; exposure to vicissitudes of tempera- 
ture, to dryness and humidity, to the effluvia and exhalations 
of dead animal or decaying vegetable matter: in fine, they 
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embrace all CMes where excesses, iudiscretioDs, or exposurea 
may induce disease ; or where exercise, temperance, cleanli- 
jiess, and pure air may avert it. Hence it would be wholly 
impossible to write out any code of '' rules and regulations " 
applicable to all cases. So, too, the occasions for applying the 
laws to new circumstances recur so continually, that no man 
can have a mentor at his side, in the form of a physician or 
physiologist, to direct his conduct in new emergencies. Even 
the most favored individual, in ninety-nine cases in a hundred, 
must prescribe for himself. And hence the uncompromising 
necessity that all children should be instructed in these laws ; 
and not only instructed, but that they should receive such a 
training during the whole course of pupilage as to enlist the 
mighty forces of habit on the side of obedience ; and that their 
judgment also should be so developed and matured, that they 
will be able to discriminate between different combinations of 
circumstances, and to adapt, in each case, the regimen to the 
exigency. 

Looking to the various disorders and disabilities, which, as 
every one's experience or observation shows him, do invade and 
prostrate the human frame, some may be slow to believe that 
all men, or even the majority of them, will ever be able to 
administer to those which fall to their share. But, in the first 
place, it may be remarked that a judicious course of physical 
training, faithfully observed through all the years of infancy, 
childhood, and adolescence, will avert a vast proportion of the 
pains and distempers that now besiege and subdue the human 
system or some of its vital organs ; and hence, that one may 
safely be ignorant of symptoms and of remedies which he will 
never have occasion to recognize or to use, as one who seeks 
a residence remote from wild beasts has no practical occa- 
sion to know how they are hunted ; and in the next place, 
that if every one does not know, in all cases, how to prescribe 
for himself, yet he may always know what part of his machine- 
ry is out of order, and how necessary it is to apply promptly 
to a repairer. Even sucli a degree of anatomical knowledge as 
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enables ouo to point out the suffering organ is of great value : 
for, doubtlesj), not merely children, but ignorant men, have killed 
themselves by giving a false location to their malady ; or, 
which is the same kind of error, have caused their physician 
so to prescribe as to inflict disease on a sound organ, instead of 
healing a diseased one. It is not every one that can inform a 
dentist which tooth is the offender. 

But to the objection, that all men and women cannot be 
physicians, the decisive answer is, tluit the physician must be 
acquainted with the laws of disease, which are countless in 
number, and are ever developing new symptoms. ('But the 
sound man or woman needs to be acquainted only with tlie laws 
of liealth, which are few, and whose results, thougli acting 
upon different systems, are substantially uniform.) The phar- 
macopoeia of the physician embraces nearly all minerals and 
all vegetables, and several of the more offensive classes of the 
animal kingdom, with the various mechanical or chemical com- 
binations which can be formed from or among them. But the 
whole pharmacopceia of the healthy man comprises but little 
more than pure water and pure air, simple viands, vegetables, 
and bread. In quality, they are as different as in number ; as 
different as the sweet and savory contents of store-room and 
larder from those acrid and mephitic substances which make 
the druggist's warehouse a universal conservatory of particu- 
lar abominations. 

Is it too much, then, to say that the leaders of society, 
whether makers of law, or creators of custom and fashion, are 
bound, by tlie most solemn obligations of duty as well as by 
interest, to curtail the ravages of sickness and untimely death, 
and, as far as possible, to make health and longevity the com- 
mon property of men ? The civil government takes cognizance 
of pauperism ; aud men of worldly substance are obliged to bear 
its expenses. The disabilities of ill health, and the pecuniary 
losses by early death, are among the leading causes of pauper- 
ism. He, therefore, who would prevent the latter, must pre- 
vent the former. The civil government exercises penal juris- 



fr 



238 ANNUAL REPORTS ON EDUCATION. 

diction over crimes, and over the grosser vices ; and is it not 
true that many of those morbid appetites and unnatural desires 
that seek to assuage their longings by indulgence and excess 
have their origin in the action of a distempered body upon tho 
mind, rather than of the mind upon the body? Indeed, how 
oflen have pure and pious hearts encountered a relentless an- 
tagonist to their highest and most devout resolves and aspira- 
tions in the pruriences and hankerings of the body in which 
they were imprisoned I Many a waspish man would become 
amiable if he could be hung on a new set of nerves. Many a 
misanthropic disposition would warm into kindliness, could the 
acrid humors of the body be evaporated or washed away. The 
dyspeptic contends with evil spirits, '^ blue and black," against 
whom the eupeptic bears an invincible charm. 

The civil government, too, is bound to provide for the in- 
sane, — both for the security of the sane, and for the recovery 
or amelioration of the insane. The diseases incident to several 
bodily organs give direct birth to insanity. A disease of the 
brain induces it at once. Indeed, insanity is oflen only an ex- 
acerbation of some bodily disorder. As a brook swells into a 
river, so the inflammation of certain organs matures into insan- 
ity. Greneral health would greatly reduce the size of those 
deplorable necessities of an imperfect civilization, — hospitals 
for the insane. 

In extraordinary emergencies, governments do not hesitate 
to interfere for preventing the spread of contagion, and for 
excluding tho media through which diseases are propagated. 
When sudden pestilence breaks out in a city, the infected dis- 
trict is put under a bar of non-intercourse with the healthy. 
When a crew of men, or a cargo of merchandise, arrives from 
an infected port, a quarantine is enforced. In these cases, the 
civil magistracy acts under the impulse of fear. But has not 
government a capacity of reflection and of foresight, as well as 
a susceptibility to fear? Is a civilized government of modern 
times to be classified with those orders of existence that have 
propensity and appetite merely, but not reason and providence? 
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If not, then, surely, is the government bound to do all it can 
against the wastings of ill health, and the havuc of unnecessary 
death ; and it is bound to use equal vigihince, whether these 
calamities invade us from abroad, or are born of home-bred 
ignorance and folly. And, as has been before intimated, who 
does not know that the aggregate suffering and loss from gen- 
eral and diffused causes of ill health are indefinitely greater 
than from the sudden irruption or outbreak of all the contagions 
and epidemics with which we are ever afflicted? For this 
greater evil, then, society is bound to provide, not a reme- 
dy, but something better than a remedy, — a preventive. In- 
telligence and obedience would be an antidote, sovereign in its 
efficacy, and universal in its applicability. 

Now, it is beyond all question, that, with the rarest excep- 
tions, every child in the Commonwealth may be endued with 
this intelligence, and, what is equally important, trained to 
conforming personal habits. Enlightened by knowledge, and 
impelled by the force of early and long-continued habit, he 
would not only see the reasonableness of adapting his regimen 
to his condition in the varying circumstances of life, but he 
would feel a personal interest in doing so, as men now feel a 
personal interest in procuring the gratifications of money or of 
power. Habit and knowledge will coincide ; they will draw 
in the same direction ; they will not be antagonists, as is now 
so generally the case with those adult men who acquire sound 
knowledge after bad habits have been enthroned, — the blind 
force of the latter spurning all the arguments and warnings of 
the former. This work may be mainly done during the period 
of non-age, or before children are emancipated from parental 
control. Let a child wash himself all over every morning for 
sixteen years, and he will as soon go without his breakfast as 
his bath. This is but a specimen of the effect of a long-contin- 
ued observance of Nature's ^^ health regulations." 

Not only will a general knowledge of human physiology, or 
the laws of health, do much to supersede the necessity of a 
knowledge of pathology, or the laws of disease, but the for- 
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mer is as much better than the latter as prevention is better 
than remedy, — as much better as all the comforts and securi- 
ties of an unburnt dwelling are than two-thirds of its value in 
money from the insurance-ofiice. A general diffusion of physi- 
ological knowledge will save millions annually to the State. It 
will gradually revolutionize many of the absurd customs and 
usages of society, — conforming them more and more to the 
rules of reason and true enjoyment, and withdrawing them 
more and niore from the equally vicious extremes of barbarism 
and of artificial life. It will restrain the caprices and follies of 
fashion in regard to dress and amusemeut, and subordinate its 
ridiculous excesses to the laws of health and decency. It will 
reproduce the obliterated lines that once divided day and night. 
It will secure cleanliness and purity, more intimate and per- 
sonal than any the laundress can supply. It vnW teach men 
" to eat that they may live, instead of living that they may 
eat." When Satan approaches in that form in which he has 
hitherXo been most seductive and successful, — the form of in- 
toxicating beverages, — those who wear the talisman of this 
science will have an antidote against his temptations. It is a 
lesson of unspeakable importance to learn that nourishment, 
and not pleasure, is the primary object of food. God, indeed, 
in his benevolence, has made the reception of this food not only 
reparative, but pleasant. But to lose sight of the first object, in 
a brutish desire for the second, is voluntarily to alter our posi- 
tion in tlie scale of being, and from the rank of men to descend 
to the order of beasts. Physiology would reverse the ancient 
fable, and transform into men the swine who now sit at epicu- 
rean tables, and drink of the Circean cup. Every intelligent 
man deplores the almost universal condition of our dwelling- 
houses and public edifices, which have been built without regard 
to the necessities of the himian system for pure air. Were phys- 
iology universally understood, no man would think of erecting 
a mausiou without an apparatus for its thorough ventilation at 
all times, any more than without windows for the admission of 
light. Apertures and flues for the ingress and egress of air 
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into and from sitting-rooms and sleeping-rooms are as neces- 
sary to the architectural idea of a well-fiuished house as nasal 
orifices arc to the anatomical idea of a man ; and a dwelling 
without the means of ventilation is as incomplete and as un- 
sightly as a man without a nose. A knowledge of this science 
would establish a new standard of beauty, — the classic stand- 
ard of the Greeks, in which strength was a primary and indis- 
pensable element ; and it would demoustrate the unspeakable 
folly and guilt of those matrimonial alliances where hereditary 
disease, and even iusanity itself, are wedded, and the health, 
mind, and happiness of a family of children are sacrificed for 
the mercenary object of a dowry. 

But an immunity from expense, privation, pain, and bereave- 
ment, is not the only boon connected with health and longevity. 
Sound health is not merely the negation of ill : it is a medium 
througli which alone we can gain access to mauy invaluable 
blessings. It enhances every pleasure, aud is indispensable to 
the full performaucc of almost every duty. Tlie elements en- 
viron us with fatal dangers, against which health is our only 
preserver. The vicissitudes of the climate must be encoun- 
tered. We have no power to arrest the north wind that con- 
geals by its cold, nor the south that dissolves by its heat. The 
humidity of one part of the year, and the aridness of another, 
are equally beyond human control. As our planet wheels 
around the sun, now turning up our hemisphere to its vertical 
and fervid rays, and now, by its oblique position, reducing tem- 
perature to an opposite extreme, we have no choice but to at- 
tend its circuit, and abide its changes. It is certain that nothing 
but health will enable us to survive exposure to these natural 
extremes. A thousand causes exist, too, which engender im- 
purity in the air we breathe ; we ourselves being the principal. 
Nothing but knowledge can enable us to eliminate the grossest 
of tliese noxious ingredients ; and nothing but health, to resist 
the poison of those which remain. The waste constantly 
going on in the particles that compose our bodies lays us under 
an ever-recurring necessity to replenish their exhausted sub- 
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Stance by the reception of food. And here, if the food we take 
is not subjected to the transforming and assimilating power of 
the alimentary organs, — a power which is wholly lost with the 
loss of health, — it will prove our destruction. Each of our or- 
gans is an avenue, through which death may invade us ; and 
innumerable deaths — that is, innumerable agencies, each one 
of which has the power of causing death — hold perpetual siege 
at every avenue, and watch for an opportimity to enter and 
destroy. And yet air and nourishment, heat and cold, moists 
ure and dryness, we must encounter, and we must have ; for 
they are the permanent conditions of our being. How intel- 
ligible, then, and how authoritative, does the doctrine become, 
that high health, and high health alone, is harmony with Na- 
ture ! A person without high health is just as much at war 
with Nature as a guilty soul is at war with the spirit of God ; 
and the struggles of our frail bodies against the resistless might 
of the elements will be as unavailing as that of our souls 
against the retributions of Omnipotence. 

The capacities of the body for resisting the force of the ele- 
ments, and for appropriating and assimilating the substances 
around it into its own substance, is one thing ; its capacities for 
labor are another. Let any man, who has fallen from a state 
of vigorous health to that of a valetudinary, compare his stand- 
ard of " a day's work" in the one state with that in the other, 
and he can then form a better estimate of the value of the 
health that measures the difference between the two conditions. 
Sound health opens new and more lucrative employments to its 
possessor. Ill health often closes a career of the highest useful- 
ness : and though the mind may have been prepared by splen- 
did natural endowments, and by years of study and experience, 
to lead forward the race in the march of civilization, yet it is 
stricken down in the midst of its beneficence by the assaults of 
disease ; and thus the onward movement of humanity is ar- 
rested, or becomes retrograde, and must wait through another 
cycle for another leader. What great works in art, in science, 
and in morals, have been left unfinished or unat tempted by 
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reason of the slow decays, or the sudden extinction, of health 
and of life ! When any man of sense has an important work 
to perform, the first thing he does is to provide a fitting instru- 
ment — a tool, a machine, or whatever it may be — with 
which the work can be done. Health is the prime instrument 
for the performance of all the labors of life. 

One more idea is inseparable from this subject, f When the 
religious man reflects that our bodies are God's workmanship, 
he sees that the laws impressed upon them can be no less than 
God*s laws. If these laws, then, are God's laws, we are bound 
to recognize and obey them. We are bound to obey a law 
which God has impressed upon the body, on the same principle 
that we are bound to obey a law which he has impressed upon 
the soul. And here how pertinent and forcible in the great idea 
which has been set forth so distinctly by a late writer,* that, 
when we know a law to be God's law, it matters not by what 
means we may have arrived at the knowledge, the law becomes 
imperatively and equally binding upon us 1 Between the law 
of the body and the law of the soul, there may, indeed, some- 
times arise what we call a conflict of duty, when the subordi- 
nate obligation of the former must yield to the supremacy of 
the latter ; but this refers to relative importance, and not to 
inherent obli«ration. ) 

My general conclusion, then, under this head, is, that it is 
the duty of all the governing minds in society — whether in 
office or out of it — to diffuse a knowledge of these beautiful 
and beneficent laws of health and life throughout the length and 
breadth of the State ; to popularize them ; to make them, in 
the first place, the common acquisition of all, and, through edu- 
cation aud custom, the common inheritance of all, so that the 
healthful habits naturally growing out of their observance shall 
be inbred in the people, exemplified in the personal regimen of 
each individual, incorporated into the economy of every house- 
hold, observable in all private dwellings, and in all public edi- 
fices, especially in those buildings which are erected by capital- 
ists for the residence of their work-people, or for renting to the 

* llr. George Combe. 
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poorer classes ; obeyed, by supplying cities with pure water ; 
by providing public baths, public walks, and public squares ; by 
rural cemeteries ; by the drainage and sewerage of populous 
towns, and by whatever else may promote the general salubrity 
of the atmosphere : in fine, by a religious observance of all 
those sanitary regulations with which modern science has 
blessed the world. 

For this thorough difiusion of sanitary intelligence, the com- 
mon school is the only agency. It is, however, an adequate 
agency. Let human physiology be introduced as an indispen- 
sable branch of study into our public schools ; let no teacher be 
approved who is not master of its leading principles, and of 
their applications to the varying circumstances of life ; let all 
the older classes in the schools be regularly and rigidly exam- 
ined upon this study by the school-committees, — and a speedy 
change would come over our personal habits, over our domestic 
usages, and over the public arrangements of society. Temper- 
ance and moderation would not be such strangers at the table. 
Fashion, like European sovereigns, if not compelled to abdicate 
and fly, would be forced to compromise for the continued posses- 
sion of her throne by the surrender to her subjects of many of 
their natural rights. A sixth order of architecture would be in- 
vented, — the hygienic, — which, without subtracting at all from 
the beauty of any other order, would add a new element of 
utility to them all. The " health-regulations " of cities would 
be issued in a revised code, — a code that would bear the scru- 
tiny of science. And, as the result and reward of all, a race 
of men and women, loftier in stature, firmer in structure, fairer 
in form, and better able to perform the duties and bear the bur- 
dens of life, would revisit the earth. The minikin specimens 
of the race, who now go on dwindling and tapering from parent 
to child, would re-ascend to manhood and womanhood. Just in 
proportion as the laws of health and life were discovered and 
obeyed, would pain, disease, insanity, and untimely death, cease 
from among men. Cousumptioo would remain ; but it would 
be consumption in the active sense. 
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IKTELLBOTUAL EDUCATION AS A MEANS OF REMOVING POT- 
EBTT, AND SECURING ABUNDANCE. 

Another cardinal object which the government of Massachu- 
setts, and all the influential men in the State, should propose to 
themselves, is the physical well-being of all the people, — the 
sufficiency, comfort, competence, of every individual in regard 
to food, raiment, and shelter. And these necessaries and con- 
veniences of life should be obtained by each individual for him- 
self, or by each family for themselves, rather than accepted 
from the hand of charity or extorted by poor-laws. It is not 
averred that this most desirable result can, in all instances, be 
obtained ; but it is, nevertheless, the end to be aimed at. True 
statesmanship and true political economy, not less than true 
philanthropy, present this perfect theory as the goal, to be more 
and more closely approximated by our imperfect practice. The 
desire to achieve such a result cannot be regarded as an unrea- 
sonable ambition ; for, though all mankind were well fed, well 
clothed, and well housed, they might still be but half civilized. 

Poverty is a public as well as a private evil. There is no 
physical law necessitating its existence. The earth contains 
abundant resources for ten times — doubtless for twenty times 
— its present inhabitants. Cold, hunger, and nakedness are 
not, like death, an inevitable lot. There are many single 
States in this Union which could supply an abundance of edible 
products for the inhabitants of the thirty States that compose it. 
There arc single States capable of raising a sufficient quantity 
of cotton to clothe the whole nation ; and there are other States 
having sufHcient factories and machinery to manufacture it. 
The coal-fields of Pennsylvania are sufficiently abundant to keep 
every house in the land at the temperature of sixty-five degrees 
for centuries to come. Were there to be a competition, on 
the one hand, to supply wool for every coueeivable fabric, and, 
on the other, to wear out these fabric^ us fast as possible, the 
single State of New York would beat the whole country. There 
is, indeed, no assignable limit to the oapucities of the earth for 
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producing whatever is uecessarj for the sustenance, comfort, 
and improvement of the race. Indigence, therefore, and the 
miseries and degradations incident to indigence, seem to be no 
part of the eternal ordinances of Heaven. The bounty of God 
is not brought into question or suspicion hy its existence ; for 
man who suffers it might have avoided it. Even the wealth 
which the world now has on hand is more than sufficient to 
supply all the rational wants of every individual in it. Priva- 
tions and sufiTerings exist, not from the small ness of its sum, 
but from the inequality of its distribution. Poverty is set over 
against profusion. In some, all healthy appetite is cloyed and 
sickened by repletion ; while in others, the stomach seems to be 
a supernumerary organ in the system, or, like the human eye 
or human lungs before birth, is waiting to be transferred to 
some other region, where its functions may come into use. One 
gorgeous palace absorbs all the labor and expense that might 
have made a thousand hovels comfortable. That one man may 
ride in carriages of Oriental luxury, hundreds of other men are 
turned into beasts of burden. To supply a superfluous ward- 
robe for the gratification of one man*s pride, a thousand women 
and children shiver with cold ; and, for every flash of the dia- 
monds that royalty wears, there is a tear of distress in the poor 
man's dwelling. Not one Lazarus, but a hundred, sit at^ the gate 
of Dives. Tantalus is no fiction. The aucient one might have 
been fabulous ; but the modern ones are terrible realities. Mil- 
lions are perishing in the midst of superfluities. 

According to the European theory, men are divided into 
classes, — some to toil and earn, others to seize and enjoy. 
According to the Massachusetts theory, all are to have an equal 
chance for earning, and equal security in the enjoyment of 
what they earn. The latter tends to equality of condition ; 
tlie former, to the grossest inequalities. Tried by any Christian 
staudard of morals, or even by any of the better sort of heathen 
standards, can any one hesitate, for a moment, in declaring 
which of the two will produce the greater amount of human 
welfare, and which, therefore, is the more conformable to the 
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divine will? The European theory is blind to what consti- 
tutes the highest glory as well as the highest duty of a State. 
Its advocates and admirers are forgetful of that which should 
be their highest ambition, and proud of that which constitutes 
their shame. How can any one possessed of the attributes of 
humanity look with satisfaction upon the splendid treasures, 
the golden regalia, deposited in the Tower of Loudon or in 
Windsor Palace, each ^^ an India iu itself," while thousands 
around are dying of starvation, or have been made criminals 
by the combined forces of temptation and neglect? The pres- 
ent condition of Ireland cancels all the glories of the British 
crown. The brilliant couception which symbolizes the na- 
tionality of Great Brit^iin as a superb temple, whose massive 
and grand proportions are upheld and adorned by the four hun- 
dred and thirty Corinthian columns of the aristocracy, is turned 
into a loathing and a scorn when we behold the five millions 
of paupers that cower and shiver at its base. The galleries 
and fountains of Versailles, the Louvre of Paris, her Notre 
Dame, and her Madeleine, though multiplied by thousands in 
number and in brilliancy, would be uo atonement for the hun- 
dred thousand Parisian ouvriers without bread and without work. 
The galleries of painting and of sculpture at Rome, at Munich, 
or at Dresden, which body forth the divinest ideals ever exe- 
cuted or ever conceived, are but an abomination in the sight of 
Heaven and of all good men, while actual, living beings — be- 
ings that have hearts to palpitate, and nerves to agonize, and 
affections to be crushed or corrupted — are experimenting all 
around them upon the capacities of human nature for suffering 
and for sin. Where standards like these exist, and are upheld 
by council and by court, by fashion and by law, Christianity ia 
yet to be discovered ; at least, it is yet to be applied in practice 
to the social condition of men. 

Our ambition as a State should trace itself to a different ori- 
gin, and propose to itself a different object. Its fiame should be 
lii;hted at the skies. Its radiance and its warmth should reach 
the darkest and the coldest abodes of men. It should seek 
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the solution of such problems as these : To what extent 
can competence displace pauperism ? How nearly can we free 
ourselves from the low-minded and the vicious, not by their 
expatriation, but by their elevation? To what extent can 
the resources and powers of Nature be converted into human 
welfare, the peaceful arts of life bo advanced, and the vast 
treasures of human talent and genius be developed? How 
much of suffering, in all its forms, can be relieved ? or, what is 
better than relief, how much can be prevented? Cannot the 
classes of crimes be lessened, and the number of criminals in 
each class be diminished? Our exemplars, both for public 
and for private imitation, should be the parables of the lost 
sheep and of the lost piece of silver. When we have spread 
competence through all the abodes of poverty, when we have 
substituted knowledge for ignorance in the minds of the whole 
people, when wo have reformed the vicious and reclaimed the 
criminal, then may we invite all neighboring nations to behold 
the spectacle, and say to them, in the conscious elation of vir- 
tue, " Rejoice with me,** for I have found that which was lost. 
Until that day shall arrive, our duties will not be wholly ful- 
filled, and our ambition will have new honors to win. 

But is it not true that Massachusetts, in some respects, in- 
stead of adhering more and more closely to her own theory, is 
becoming emulous of the baneful examples of Europe? The 
distance between the two extremes of society is lengthening, 
instead of being abridged. With every generation, fortunes 
increase on the one hand, and some new privation is added to 
poverty on the other. We are verging towards those extremes 
of opulence and of penury, each of which uuhumauizcs the 
human mind. A perpetual struggle for the bare necessaries of 
life, without the ability to obtain them, makes men wolfish. 
Avarice, on the other hand, sees, in all the victims of misery 
around it, not objects for pity and succor, but only crude mate- 
rials to be worked up into more money. 

I suppose it to be the universal sentiment of all those who 
mingle any ingredient of benevolence with their notions on 
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political economy, that vast and overshadowing private for- 
tunes are among the greatest dangers to which the happiness of 
the people in a republic can be subjected. Such fortunes would 
create a feudalism of a new kind, but one more oppressive and 
unrelenting than that of the middle ages. The feudal lords 
in England and on the Continent never held their retainers in 
a more abject condition of servitude than the great majority 
of foreign manufacturers and capitalists hold their operatives 
and laborers at the present day. The means employed are 
different ; but the similarity in results is striking. What force 
did then, money does now. The villein of the middle ages 
had no spot of earth on which he could live, unless one were 
granted to him by his lord. The operative or laborer of the 
present day has no employment, and therefore no bread, unless 
the capitalist will accept his services. The vassal had no 
shelter but such as his master provided for him. Not one in 
five thousand of English operatives or farm-laborers is able 
to build or own even a hovel ; and therefore they must accept 
such shelter as capital offers them. The baron prescribed his 
own terms to his retainers : those terms were peremptory, and 
the serf must submit or perish. The British manufacturer or 
farmer prescribes the rate of wages he will give to his work- 
people ; he reduces these wages under whatever pretext he 
pleases ; and they, too, have no alternative but submission or 
starvation. In some respects, indeed, the condition of the 
modern dependant is more forlorn than that of the correspond- 
ing serf class in former times. Some attributes of the patri- 
archal relation did spring up between the lord and his lieges 
to soften the harsh relations subsisting between them. Hence 
came some oversight of the condition of children, some relief in 
sickness, some protection and support in the decrepitude of 
age. But only in instances comparatively few have kindly 
offices smoothed the rugged relation between British capital 
and British labor. The children of the work-people are aban- 
doned to their fate ; and notwithstanding the privations they 
suffer, and the dangers they threaten, no power iu the realm 
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has yet been able to secure them an education ; and when the 
adult laborer is prostrated by sickness, or eventually worn out 
by toil and age, the poor-house, which has all along been his 
destination, becomes his destiny. 

Now, two or three things will doubtless be admitted to be 
true, beyond all controversy, in regard to Massachusetts. By 
its industrial conditioD, and its business operations, it is exposed, 
far beyond any other State in the Union, to the fatal extremes 
of overgrown wealth and desperate poverty. Its population is 
far more dense than that of any other State. It is four or five 
times more dense than the average of all the other States taken 
together ; and density of population has always been one of the 
proximate causes of social inequality. According to population 
and territorial extent, there is far more capital in Massachu- 
setts — capital which is movable, and instantaneously availa- 
ble — than in any other State in the Union ; and probably both 
these qualifications respecting population and territory could be 
omitted without endangering the truth of the assertion. It 
has been recently stated in a very respectable public journal, 
on the authority of a writer conversant with the subject, that 
from the last of June, 1846, to the first of August, 1848, the 
amount of money invested by the citizens of Massachusetts 
^^ in manufacturing cities, railroads, and other improvements," 
is " fifly-seven millions of dollars, of which more than fifty has 
been paid in and expended." The dividends to be received by 
citizens of Massachusetts from June, 1848, to April, 1849, are 
estimated by the same writer at ten millions, and the annual 
increase of capital at " little short of twenty-two millions." 
If this be so, are we not in danger of naturalizing and domes- 
ticating among ourselves those hideous evils which are always 
engendered between capital and labor, when all the capital is 
in the hands of one class, and all the labor is thrown upon 
another ? 

Now, surely nothing but universal education can counter- 
work this teudeucy to the domination of capital and the servil- 
ity of labor. It' one class possesses all the wealth and the edu- 
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cation, while the residue of society is ignorant and poor, it 
matters not by what name the relation between them may be 
called : the latter, in fact and in truth, will be the servile de- 
pendants and subjects of the former. But, if education be 
equably diffused, it will draw property after it by the strongest 
of all attractions ; for such a thing never did happen, and never 
can happen, as that an intelligent and practical body of men 
should be permanently poor. Property and labor in different 
classes are essentially antagonistic ; but property and labor 
in the same class are essentially fraternal. The people of 
Massachusetts have, in some degree, appreciated the truth, that 
the unexampled prosperity of the State — its comfort, its com- 
petence, its general intelligence and virtue — is attributable to 
the education, more or less perfect, which all its people have 
received : but are they sensible of a fact equally important ; 
namely, that it is to this same education that two-thirds of the 
people are indebted for not being to-day the vassals of as severe 
a tyranny, in the form of capital, as the lower classes of Europe 
are bound to in the form of brute force? 

' Education, then, beyond all other devices of human origin, is 
the great equalizer of the conditions of men, — the balance-wheel 
of the social machinery. I do not here mean that it so elevates 
the moral nature as to make men disdain and abhor the oppres- 
sion of their fellow-inon. Tiiis idea pertains to another of its 
attributes. But I mean that it gives each man the independ- 
ence and the means by which he can resist the selfishness of 
other men. It does better than to disarm the poor of their hos- 
tility towards the rich : it prevents being poor. • Agrarianism 
is the revenge of poverty against wealth. The wanton destruc- 
tion of the property of. others — the burning of hay-ricks and 
corn-ricks, the demolition of machinery because it supersedes 
hand-labor, the sprinkling of vitriol on rich dresses — is only 
agrarianism run mad. Education prevents both the revenge 
and the madness. On the other hand, a fellow-feeling for one's 
class or caste is the common instinct of hearts not wholly sunk 
in selfish regards for person or for family. The spread of edu- 
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cation, hy enlarging the cultivated class or caste, will open a 
wider area over which the social feelings will expand ; and, 
if this education should be universal and complete, it would do 
more than all things else to obliterate factitious distinctions in 
society. 

The main idea set forth in the creeds of some political reform- 
ers, or revolutionizers, is, that some people are poor because 
others are rich. This idea supposes a fixed amount of property 
in the community, which by fraud or force, or arbitrary law, is 
unequally divided among men ; and the problem presented for 
solution is, how to transfer a portion of this property from 
those who are supposed to have too much to those who feel 
and know that they have too little. At this point, both their 
theory and their expectation of reform stop. But the benefi- 
cent power of education would not be exliausted, even though 
it should peaceably abolish all the miseries that spring from the 
co-existence, side by side, of enormous wealth and squalid want. 
It has a higher function. Beyond the power of diffusing old 
wealth, it has the prerogative of creating new. It is a thousand 
times more lucrative than fraud, and adds a thousand-fold 
more to a nation's resources than the most successful conquestB. 
Knaves and robbers can obtain only what was before possessed 
by others. But education creates or develops new treasures, — 
treasures not before possessed or dreamed of by any one. 

Had mankind been endowed with only the instincts and fac- 
ulties of the brute creation, there are hundreds of the irrational 
tribes to which they would have been inferior, and of which 
they would have been the prey. Did they, with other animals, 
roam a common forest, how many of their fellow-tenants of 
the wood would overcome them by superior force, or outstrip 
them by greater fleetness, or circumvent them by a sharper cun- 
ning ! There are but few of the irrational tribes whose bodies 
are not better provided with the means of defence or attack 
than is the body of a man. The claws and canine teeth of the 
lion and of the whole tiger family, the beak and talons of the 
eagle and the vulture, the speed of the deer and of otlicr timid 



REPORT FOR 1848. 253 

races, are means of assault or of escape fur superior to any we 
possess ; and all the power which we have, like so many of the 
reptile and insect classes, of secreting a deadly venom, either 
for protection or for aggression, has relation to moral venom, 
and not to physical. 

In a few lines, nowhere surpassed in philosophic strength 
and beauty, Pope groups together the remarkable qualities of 
several different races of animals, — the strength of one class, 
the genial covering of another, the fleetncss of a third. He 
brings vividly to our recollection the lynx's vision of excelling 
keenness, the sagacity of the hound that reads a name or a 
sign in the last vanishing odor of a footprint, the exquisite 
fineness of the spider's touch, and that chemical nicety by 
which the bee discriminates between honey and poison in the 
same flower-cup. He then closes with an interrogatory, which 
has human reason both for its subject and its object : — 



The powers of all sabdaed by thee alone : 
litwithy reamm all theaepowen in onef* 



When Pope, now a little more than a century ago, mingled 
these beauties with his didactic strains, he had no conception, 
the world at that time had no conception, of other powers and 
properties, infinitely more energetic and more exhaustless than 
all w^hich the animal races possess, to which the reason of man 
is an equivalent. It was not then known that God had endued 
the earth and the elements with energies and activities as much 
superior to those which animals or men possess as the bulk and 
frame of the earth itself exceeds their diminutive proportions. 
It was not then known that the earth is a great reservoir of 
powers, and that any man is free to use any quantity of them 
if he will but possess himself of the key of knowledge, — the 
only key, but the infallible one, by which to unlock their gates. 
At that time, if a philosopher wished to operate a mechanical 
toy, he could lifl or pump a few gallons of water for a moWng* 
power: but it was liot understood that Nature, by the processes 
of evaporation and condensation, is constantly lifting up iutg 
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the sky, and pouriug back upon the earth, all the mass of wa- 
ters that flow in all the rivers of the world ; and that, in order 
to perform the work of the world, the weight of all these waters 
might be used again and again in each one of their perpetual 
circuits.* The power-press and the power-loom, the steam- 
boat and the locomotive, the paper-machine and the telegraph, 
were not then known. All these instruments of human com- 
fort and aggrandizement, and others almost innumerable, simi- 
lar to them, are operated by the energies and the velocities of 
Nature ; and, had Pope grouped together all the splendid profu- 
sion and prodigality of her powers, he might still have appealed 
to man, and said, — 

"Is nolthjf reason aU them powers in omt " 

T} the weight of waters, the velocity of winds, the expansive 
force of heat, and other kindred agencies, any man may go, 
and he may draw from them as much as he pleases without 
money and wilhout price : or rather, I should say, any edu- 
cated man may go ; for Nature flouts and scorns, and seems to 
abhor, an ignorant man. She drowns him, and consumes him, 
and tears him in pieces, if he but ventures to profane with his 
touch her divinely-wrought machinery. 

Now, these powers of Nature, by being enlisted in the service 
of man, add to the wealth of the world, — unlike robbery or 
slavery or agrarianisni, which aim only at the appropriation, 
by one man or one class, of the wealth belonging to another 
man or class. One man, with a Foudrinier, will make more 
paper in a twelvemonth than all Egypt could have made in a 
hundred years during the reign of the Ptolemies, One man, 
with a power-press, will print books faster than a million of 
scribes could copy them before the invention of printing. One 
man, with an iron-foundery, will make more utensils or ma- 
chinery than Tubal-Cain could have made had he worked 

* The waters of the Blnckstone River, which flows partly in Massachusetts, and 
partly in Rhode Inland, are used for driving mills, tweuty-five times over, in a die* 
tunce of lass than forty miles. 
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diligently till this time.* And so in all the departments of 
mechanical labor, in the whole circle of the useful arts. ^These 
powers of Nature are able to give to all the inhabitants of the 
earth, not merely shelter, covering, and food, but all the means 
of refinement, embellishment, and mental improvement. In 
the most strict and literal sense, they are bounties which God 
gives for proficiency in knowledge.) 

The above ideas are beginning to be pretty well understood 
by all men of respectable intelligence. I have adverted to 
them, not so much on their own account, as by way of introduc- 
tion or preface to two or three considerations, which certainly 
are not understood, or not appreciated, us they deserve to be. 

It is a remarkable fact, that human progress, even in regard 
to the worldly interests of the race, did not begin with those im- 
provements which are most closely allied to material prosperity. 
One would have supposed, beforehand, that improvements 
would commence with the near rather than with the remote. 
Yet mankind had made great advances in astronomy, in ge- 
ometry, and other mathematical sciences ; in the writing of his- 
tory, in oratory, and in poetry : it is supposed by many to 
have reached the highest point of yet attained perfection in 
painting and in sculpture, and in those kinds of architecture 
which may be called regal or religious, centuries before the 
great mechanical discoveries and inventions which now bless 
the world were brought to light. And the question has often 
forced itself upon refiecting minds, why there was this prepos- 
terousness, this inversion of what would appear to be the natu- 
ral order of progress. Why was it, for instance, that men 
should have learned the courses of the stars, and the revolutions 
of the planets, before they found out how to make a good wagon- 
wheel ? Why was it that they built the Parthenon and the Colos- 
seum before they knew how to construct a comfortable, healthful 

* In 1740, the whole amount of Iron ma<le in England and Wales was seventeen 
thousand tons ; in 1810, it wan more than n million tons, notwithstanding all that 
had been manufkctured and accumulated in the intervening century. What would 
a Jewish or a Roman artificer have said to an annual product of a million tons of 
ironr 
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dwelliag-house ? Why did they construct the Roman aqueducts 
before they constructed a saw-mill ? Or why did they achieve 
the noblest models in eloquence, in poetry, and in the drama, 
before they invented movable types? I think we have now 
arrived at a point where we can unriddle this enigma. The 
hhoT of the world has been performed by ignorant men^ by 
classes doomed to ignorance from sire to son, by the bondmen 
and bond-women of the Jews, by the helots of Sparta, by 
the captives who passed under the Roman yoke, and by the 
villeins and serfs and slaves of more modern times. The 
masters — the aristocratic or patrician orders — not only dis- 
dained labor for themselves and their children, which was one 
fatal mistake, but they supposed that knowledge was of no use 
to a laborer, which was a mistake still more fatal. Hence, 
ignorance, for almost six thousand years, has gone on plying 
its animal muscles, and dropping its bloody sweat, and never 
discovered any way, nor dreamed that there was any way, by 
which it might accomplish many times more work with many 
times less labor, ^nd yet nothing is more true than that an 
ignorant man will toil all his life long, moving to and fro within 
an inch of some great discovery, and will never see it. All the 
elements of a great discovery may fall into his hands, or be 
thrust into his face ; but his eyes will be too blind to behold it. 
^ If he is a slave, what motive has he to behold it ? Its greater 
profitableness will not redound to his benefit ; for another stands 
ready to seize all the gain. Its abridgment of labor will not 
conduce to his ease ; for other toils await him. But the moment 
an intelligent man applies himself to labor, and labors for his 
own benefit or for that of his family, he begins to inquire 
whether the same task cannot be performed with a less expendi- 
ture of strength, or a greater task with an equal expenditure. 
He makes his wits save his bones. He finds it to be easier to 
think than to work ; nay, that it is easier both to think and 
work than to work without thinkiug. He foresees a prize as 
the reward of successful effort ; and tiiis stimulates his brnin to 
deep contrivance, as well as his arms to rapid motion. JjTakin<?, 
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for illustration, the result of an experiment which has been 
actually made, let us suppose this intelligent laborer to be 
employed in moving blocks of squared granite, each weighing 
1080 pounds. To move such a block along the floor of a 
roughly-chiselled quarry requires a force equal to 758 pounds. 
An ignorant man, therefore, must employ and pay several as- 
sistants, or he can never move such a block an inch. But to 
draw the same block over a floor of planks will require a force 
of only 652 pounds. The expense of one assistant, therefore, 
might be dispensed with. Placed on a platform of wood, and 
drawn over the same floor, a draught of 606 pounds would be 
suflicient. By soaping the two surfaces of the wood, the requi- 
site force would be reduced to 182 pounds. Placed on rollers 
three inches in diameter, a force equal to 84 pounds would be 
sufficient. Substituting a wooden for a stone floor, and the 
requisite force is 28 pounds. With the same rollers on a 
wooden platform, 22 pounds only would be required. And now, 
by the invention and use of locomotives and railroads, a traction 
or draught of between three and /our pounds is found to be suffi- 
cient to move a body weighing 1080 pounds. Thus the amount 
of force necessary to remove the body is reduced about two 
hundred times. Now, take away from these steps the single 
element of intelligence, and each improvement would have been 
impossible. The ignorant man would never have discovered 
how nearly Hynonymous are freight and friction. 

If a savage will learn how to swim, he can fasten a dozen 
pounds' weight to his back, and transport it across a narrow 
river or other body of water of moderate width. If he will 
invent an axe, or other instrument, by which to cut down a 
tree, he can use the tree for a float, and one of its limbs for a 
paddle, and can thus tran;«port many times the former weight 
many times the former distance. Hollowing out his log, he 
will increase what may be called its tonnage, or rather ita 
poundage; and, by sharpening its ends, it will cleave the 
water both more easily and more swiflly. Fastening several 
trees together, he makes a raft, and thus increases the buoyant 
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power of his embryo water-crafl. Turning up the ends of small 
poles, or using knees of timber instead of straight pieces, and 
grooving them together, or filling up the interstices between 
them in some other way, so as to make them water-tight, he 
brings his rude rafl literally into ship-^hape. Improving upon 
hull below and riggiug above, he makes a proud merchant- 
man, to be wafted by the winds from continent to continent. 
But even this does not content the adventurous naval architect. 
He frames iron arms for his ship ; and, for oars, affixes iron 
wheels, capable of swift revolution, and stronger than the strong 
sea. Into iron-walled cavities in her bosom he puU iron organs 
of massive structure and strength, and of cohesion insoluble by 
fire. Within these he kindles a small volcano ; and then, like 
a sentient and rational existence, this wonderful creation of his 
hands cleaves oceans, breasts tides, defies tempests, and bears 
its living and jubilant freight around the globe. Now, take 
away intelligence from the ship-builder, and the steamship — 
that miracle of human art — fulls back into a floating log ; the 
log itself is lost ; and the savage swimmer, bearing his dozen 
pounds on his back, alone remains. 

And so it is, not in one department only, but in the whole 
circle of human labors. The annihilation of the sun would no 
more certainly be followed by darkness than the extinction of 
human intelligence would plunge the race at once into the weak- 
ness and helplessness of barbarism. To have created such 
beings as we are, and to have placed them in this world with- 
out the light of the sun, would be no more cruel than for a 
government to suffer its laboring classes to grow up without 
knowledge. 

lu this fact, then, we find a solution of the problem that so 
long embarrassed inquirers. The reason why the mechanical 
and useful arts, — those arts which have done so much to civil- 
ize mankind, and which have given comforts and luxuries to 
the common laborer of the present day, such as kings and 
queens cuuld not command three centuries ago, — the reason 
why these arts made no progress, and until recently, indeed, 
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can hardly be said to have had any thing more than a begianing, 
is, that the labor of the world was performed by ignorant men. 
As soon as some degree of intelligence dawned upon the work- 
man, then a corresponding degree of improvement in his work 
followed. At first, this intelligence was confined to a very 
small number, and therefore improvements were few ; and they 
followed each other only after long intervals. They uniformly 
began in the nations and among the classes where there was 
most intelligence. Ttie middle classes of England, and the 
people of Holland and Scotland, have done a hundred times 
more than all the Eastern hemisphere besides. What single 
improvement in art, or discovery in science, has ever originated 
in Spain, or throughout the vast empire of the Bussias? But 
just in proportion as intelligence — that is, education — has 
quickened and stimulated a greater and a greater number of 
minds, just in the same proportion have inventions and discov- 
eries increased in their wonderfulness, and in the rapidity of 
their succession. The progression has been rather geometrical 
than arithmetical. By the laws of Nature, it must be so# If, 
among ten well-educated children, the chance is that at least 
one of them will originate some new and useful process in the 
arts, or will discover some new scientific principle, or some new 
application of one, then, among a hundred such well-educated 
children, there is a moral certainty that there will be more than 
ten such originators or discoverers of new utilities ; for the 
action of the mind is like the action of fire. One billet of 
wood will hardly burn alone, though dry as suns and north-west 
winds can make it, and though placed in the range of a curreut 
of air ; ten such billets will burn well together ; but a hundred 
will create a heat fifty times as intense as ten, will make a 
current of air to fan their own flame, and consume even green- 
ness itself. 

For the creation of wealth, then, — for the existence of a 
wealthy people and a wealthy nation, — intelligence is the grand 
condition. The number of im])rovers will increase as the in- 
tellectual constituency, if I may so call it, increases. In former 
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times, and ia most partfl of the world even at the present day, 
not one man in a million has ever had such a development of 
mind as made it possible for him to become a contributor to 
art or science. Let this development precede, and contribu- 
tions, numberless, and of inestimable value, will be sure to fol- 
low. That political economy, therefore, which busies itself 
about capital and labor, supply and demand, interest and rents, 
favorable and unfavorable balances of trade, but leaves out of 
account the element of a widespread mental development, is 
nought but stupendous folly. The greatest of all the arts in 
political economy is to change a consumer into a producer ; 
and the next greatest is to increase the producer's producing 
power, — an end to be directly attained by increasing his in- 
telligence. For mere delving, an ignorant man is but little 
better than a swine, whom he so much resembles in his appe- 
tites, and surpasses in his powers of mischief. 

But there is a class of persons who are not unwilling to con- 
cede the advantages which education has over ignorance, both 
in the more rapid and perfect performance of all kinds of labor, 
and in the creation of all those mechanical instruments through 
which Nature stands ready to do the work of the world : but, 
while they acknowledge all this, they seem to think that the 
argument in favor of knowledge has lost much of its force, be- 
cause mechanical ingenuity and scientific discovery must, have 
nearly reached the outermost limit of possible advancement ; 
that either the powers of Nature are exhausted, or human 
genius is in its decrepitude. The past achievements of the 
mind excite their admiration, but not their hope. They are 
regarded as the measure of what man can perform, but not as 
the promise of what he is yet to perform. They are accepted, 
not as a little earnest-money, but as full payment. 

Now, the view which I am constrained to take of the history 
and destiny of man is exactly the contrary of this one. I hold 
all past achievements of the human mlud to be rather in the 
nature of prophecy than of fulfilment, — the iirj?t^fruits of the 
beneficence of God in endowing us with the Ikculties of per- 
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ceptiou, comparidou, culculatiou, aud causality, rather than the 
full harvest of their eveutual development. For look at the 
maguificeut creation into which we have been brought, and at 
the adaptation of our faculties to understand, admire, and use 
it. All around us are works worthy of an infinite God ; and 
we are led, by irresistible evidence, to believe, that, just so far as 
we acquire his knowledge, we shall be endued with his power. 
From history and from consciousness, we find ourselves capable 
of ever-onward improvement : aud therefore it seems to be a 
denial of first principles — it seems no better than impiety — to 
suppose that we shall ever become such finished scholars, that 
the works of the All-wise will have no new problem for our so- 
lution, and will, therefore, be able to teach us no longer. Nor 
is it any less than impiety to suppose that we shall ever so com- 
pletely enlist the powers of Nature in our service, that ex- 
hausted Omnipotence can reward our industry with do further 
bounties. This would be to suppose that we shall arrive at a 
period when our active and progressive natures will become 
passive and stationary ; when we shall have nothing to do but 
to sit in indolent and inglorious contemplation of past achieve- 
ments ; and when, all aspirations having been lost in fruition, we 
shall have outlived the joys of hope and the rewards of effort, 
and no new glories will beckon us onward to new felicities. 

Neither our faculties, nor their spheres of action, seem to 
have been projected on any such narrow plan. Ever-expand- 
ing powers are within us ; eternity lies before us ; and an 
Infinite Being, amidst his works, is the adorable object of 
these faculties throughout this eternity. These, no height of 
attainment which our powers will ever reach, and no leugth 
of duration to which the cycles of eternity shall ever have run, 
will enable us to exhaust or fully to comprehend. To affirm 
the contrary would be to affirm that our finite minds can em- 
brace and encircle their infinite Author, as his mind embraces 
and encircles ours. Our relation to our Maker, then, is a 
moral phase of the problem of the asymptote, — a line forever 
approaching a point which it can never reach. 
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And, if we believe in our individual capacity for indefinite 
improvement, why should we doubt the capacity of the race 
for continued progress as long as it dwells upon the earth? 
Can man, '^ by searching, find out God " in a physical sense 
any more than in a moral one? or can all the generations of 
the race, by the longest and the profoundest investigations, ever 
fathom the depths of eternal wisdom and power as they are 
incoi'porated into this earthly frame? However far, then, 
science and art may push their explorations, there will always 
be a frontier bounding their advances ; there will always be a 
terra incognita beyond the regions they have surveyed, — 
beyond the utmost verge of the tiorizon which the eye can see 
from the topmast pinnacle of existing discoveries. Each new 
adventurer can gain new trophies by penetrating still deeper 
into the illimitable solitudes where alone Omnipotence dwells 
and works. The most perfect instrument which the brightest 
genius of any age may ever construct will be excelled by an- 
other instrument, made after a higher ideal of perfection by the 
brighter genius of a succeeding age. The most rapid processes 
of art known to any generation will be accelerated in the gen- 
eration that shall follow it, and science will be found not only 
a plant of perennial growth, but, in each succeeding age, it 
will bear blossoms of a more celestial splendor, and fruits of 
beneficence unknown before. 

Astronomers now tell us, that the sun is not a stationary orb, 
fixed and immovable at one place in the heavens, as, since the 
days of Copernicus, it had been supposed to be, but that, in 
some far-off region of immensity, at a distance wholly incon- 
ceivable by us, there is a central point of attraction, around 
which our sun, with its attendant train of planets, is perform- 
ing a magnificent revolution ; just as, within their narrow 
orbits, the plauet^ of our local system are revolving about the 
sun. They tell us, further, that the circumference of this solar 
orbit is so vast, that, during the six thousand years which are 
supposed to have elapsed since the creation of Adam, the sun 
has not yet travelled through so much as one of the three hun- 
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dred and sixty degrees that make up ita mighty circle ; not 
through so much as one of those hundreds of astronomical 
spaces through which it must move before it will complete a 
single revolution. What number of these immense circuits the 
earth is destined to perform, or what part even of a single rev- 
olution it will accomplish, before it will meet with some such 
catastrophe as will unfit it to be the abode of a race like ours, 
we know not ; but we have no reason to believe, even if the 
mighty years of the solar revolutions should equal the number 
of our terrestrial years since the creation of Adam, that the 
race will ever have exhausted the earth of all the latent capaci- 
ties for ministering to the improvement and happiness of man 
with which God has endued it. No invention or discovery 
will ever be made, upon which the author can stand, and lifl 
up his proud voice, and exclaim, ^^ / have found the last miracle 
of the miracle-working Ood I " 

Now, so far as these natural and yet undeveloped resources 
of the earth arc hereafter to be brought to light, and made the 
ministering servants of human welfare, we suppose they are to 
be brought to light by the exercise of the human faculties, in 
the same way that all the scientific and mechanical improve- 
ments of past times have been brought to light, — that is, by 
education. And the greater the proportion of minds in any 
community which are educated, and the more thorough and 
complete the education which is given them, the more rapidly, 
through these sublime stages of progress, will that community 
advance in all the means of enjoyment and elevation, and the 
more will it outstrip and outshine its less educated neighbors. 
The advance-guard of education and intelligence will gather 
the virgin wealth of whatever region they explore, as the re- 
ward of their knowledge, just as the Portuguese reaped the great 
harvest of the riches of India as their reward for discovering 
the new route to India. 

X know that it may be said, and said, too, not without a cer- 
tain measure of truth, that when a more intelligent community 
has made a discovery in science, or devised or perfected the 
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fitiould they succeed ever so well, should they eventually be- 
come able to meet their entire home demand, it will neverthe- 
less be true, that, in the mean time, the new wants and refine- 
ments generated by the progress of the age will demand some 
new fabric, requiring for its manufacture either more inge- 
niously-wrought machinery, or greater skill in the operator: 
and thus will the more educated community forever keep ahead 
of the less educated one. The progress of mankind may be 
compared to an ascending spiral. In moving upward along 
this spiral, the less intelligent community will see the more 
intelligent one at a point above its head. It will labor on to 
overtake it, and, making another toilsome circuit, will at length 
reach the place where the victor had been seen ; but, lo I the 
victor is not there: he, too, has made a circuit along the 
ascending curve, and is still far aloft, above* the head of his 
pursuer. 

Another common idea is this : it is supposed that intelligence 
in workmen is relatively less important in agricultural labors 
than in the mechanic and manufacturing arts. The great agri- 
cultural staples of the country — com, cotton, sugar, rice, and 
so forth — have been stigmatized, or at least characterized, as 
^^ coarser" products, and, therefore, requiring less skill and 
science for their culture and improvement than the fabrics of 
the loom and the workshop. This may be true ; but I am by 
no means convinced of its truth. It seems to me that there is, 
as yet, no adequate proof that skill and science, if applied to 
agriculture, will not yield practical benefits as copious and as 
wonderful as any that have rewarded the mechanician or the 
artisan in any department of their labors. Why vegetable 
growths, so exquisite in their organization, animated by the 
mysterious principle of life, and so susceptive of all the influences 
of climate, whether good or ill, — why these should be called 
" coarser " than iron-ore or other unorganized metals, or any 
kind of wealth that is found in mines ; or why cotton or flax, 
wool or leather, wood or grain, should be denominated ^* coarser" 
before they have been deprived of the principle of life than after 
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it, and before they have lost the marvellous power of assimilat- 
iDg inorganic matter to their own peculiar substance, — it is not 
easy to perceive. May it not yet be found that a better knowl- 
edge of the laws that govern vegetable growth ; a better knowl- 
edge of the properties and adaptations of different soils ; a 
better knowledge of the conditions of fructification and germi- 
nation, and of the mysterious chemistry that determines the 
quality of texture, color, flavor, and perfume ; a better knowl- 
of the uncombined gases, and of the eflect of light, heat, elec- 
tricity, and other imponderable agents, upon the size, rapidity, 
and variegation of vegetable growths, — in fine, a better knowl- 
edge of vegetable physiology, and of that, too, which may be 
called vegetable pathology, — will redeem the whole circle of 
agricultural occupations from the stigma of requiring less in- 
telligent cultivators than are required for other pursuits, and 
thus supply a new and irresistible argument in favor of diffus- 
ing a vastly-increased amount of knowledge among our free 
field-laborers and our rural population generally? The mar- 
vellous improvements which have been made under the auspices 
of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, in horticulture, 
floriculture, and pomology, already betoken such a result.* 

Now, it is in these various ways that all the means of human 
subsistence, comfort, improvement, or what, in one word, we 
call wealth, are created, — additional wealth, new wealth, not 
another man's earnings, not another nation's treasures or lands, 
tricked away by fraud or wresited by force, but substantially, 
and for all practical purpos?es, kuowlodge-crcated, mind-created 
wealth ; as much so as though we had been endued with a 
miraculous power of turning a grauite quarry into a city at 
a word, or a wilderness into cultivated fields, or of command- 
ing harvests to ripen in a day. To see a community acquiring 
and redoubling its wealth iu this way ; enriching itself with- 

* As an illustration of the value of knowledge iu agricultural porHults, it may bo 
niontioned, that the researclics and discoveries by M. Meueville, in regard to the 
fly which whs lately so destructive to the olive in the south of Franco^ have in- 
creased the aunuiil product of tliis fruit almost u uiillion of dollars' wortli. When 
would an i^^norant man, or a Hlavc, have made such a discovery ? 
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out impoverishing others, without despoiling others, — is it not 
a noble spectacle? And will not the community that gains its 
wealth in this way, ten times faster than any robber-nut ion ever 
did by plunder, — will not such a community be a model and a 
pattern for the nations, a type of excellence to be admired and 
followed by the world? Has Massachusetts no ambition to 
win the palm in so glorious a rivalry? 

But suppose that Massachusetts, notwithstanding her deplo- 
rable inferiority in all natural resources as compared with 
other States, should be content to be their equal only in the 
means of education, and in the development of the intelligence 
of her present children and her future citizens, down, down 
to what a despicable depth of inferiority would she suddenly 
plunge I Her ancient glory would become dim. No historian, 
no orator, no poet, would rise up amoug her children. Her 
sous would cease, as uow, to fill chairs in the halls of learning 
in more than half the States of the Union. Her jurists would 
no longer expound the laws of Nature, of nations, and of 
States, to guide the judicial tribunals of the country. Her 
skilled artisans and master-mechanics would not be sought for, 
wherever, throughout the land, educated labor is wauted. Her 
ship-captains would be driven home from every ocean by more 
successful competitors. At home, a narrowing in the range of 
thought and action, a lowering of the tone of life and enter- 
prise, a straitening in the means of living and of culture, a 
sinking in spirit and in all laudable and generous ambitions, 
the rearing of sons to obscurity and of daughters to vulgarity, 
would mark the incoming of a degenerate age, — an age too 
ignorant to know its own ignorance, too shameless to mourn its 
degradation, and too spiritless even to rise witli recuperative 
energy from its guilty fall. But little less disastrous would it 
be to stop where we now are, instead of pressing onward with 
invigorated strength to a further goal. What has been done is 
not the fulfilment or consummation of our work. It only affords 
better vantage-ground from which our successors can start 
anew iu a nobler career of improvement. And if there is any 
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one thing for which the frieuds of humaoity have reason to join 
in a universal song of thanksgiving to Heaven, it is that there 
is a large and an increasing body of people in Massachusetts 
who cannot be beguiled or persuaded into the belief that oar 
common schools are what they may and should be ; and who, 
with the sincerest good-will and warmest affections towards the 
higher institutions of learning, are yet resolved that the educa- 
tion of the people at large — of the sous and daughters of farm- 
ers, mechanics, tradesmen, operatives, and laborers of all 
kinds — shall be carried to a point of perfection indefinitely 
higher than it has yet reached.* 

POLiriOAL EDUCATION. 

(The necessity of general intelligence, — that is, of education 
(for I use the terms as substantially synonymous, because gen- 
eral intelligence can never exist without general education, and 
general education will be sure to produce general intelligence), — 

* Id the letter of the Hon. Abbott Lswrenoe, maklnia^ a donation of fifty thoa- 
nand doliard fur the purpose of founding a ocieiitlflc school at Cambridge (to 
which ho has since added fifty thousand dollars more), the following expression 
occurs : " Elementary education appears to be well provided for in Massachu* 
setts." And in the Memorial in lK*half of the three colleges, — Harvard, Amherst, 
and Williams, —presented to the legislature in January, 1848, and signed by each 
of the three preitidents of tliose institutions, it is said, *' The provision [In 
Ma:»dachudett8j for elementary education . . . Hecms to be all that can be desired, 
or that can be advantageously done by the l<'gi»>lnture." The average salaries of 
female teachers througliout tlie St^ite, at the time when the^e declarations were 
made, was only 1^.65 a month (exclusive uf board), which, as the average length 
of the Hchoois was only ei^^ht months, would \j;i\'e to this most faithfhl and meri- 
torious class of persons but $ri^.40 a year. Tlie wliole value of the apparatus in 
oil the schools of the State was but $:£i,8U0; and the whole number of volumes 
in their libraries was only *J1,5:(U, or an average of but twenty-live volumes for 
each school. In accordance with the prayer of the 3Iemorial, the ("omniittee on 
tklucution reported a bill, making u grant of half a million of dollars to the colleges. 
The llouse of ICepreseututives, uf^er maturely consideriu<; the bill, changed the 
destination of the money from the colleges to the common ^cliools, and then 
pas:$(Ml it. The donation of Mr. Lawrence will be iiijilily l>cneflcial to the few 
hundreds of students who will havu (he direct enjoyment of his munificence; and, 
through them, it will also benefit the State. So, too, would the contemplated grant 
to the colleges. Thus far, it is believed, all liberal roiuds will agree. But wiiat 
is needed is the universal prevalence of the further idea, that there are two hun* 
dred thousand children in the State, each one of whom wouhl be for more than 
proportionally benefited by the expenditure for their improved edue^ition of one- 
tentli part of sums so liberal. 
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the aecessity of general iatelligence under a republican form 
of government, like most other very important truths, has become 
a very trite one. It is so trite, indeed, as to have lost much of 
its force by its familiarity. Almost all the champions of educa- 
tion seize upon this argument first of all, because it is so 
simple as to be understood by the ignorant, and so strong as to 
convince the sceptical. Nothing would be easier than to follow 
in the train of so many writers, and to demonstrate by logic, 
by history, and by the nature of the case, that a republican 
form of government, w^ithout intelligence in the people, must 
be, on a vast scale, what a mad-house, without superintendent 
or keepers, would be on a small one, — the despotism of a few 
succeeded by universal anarchy, and anarchy by despotism, 
with no change but from bad to worse. Want of space and 
time alike forbid me to attempt any full development of the 
merits of this theme ; but yet, in the closing one of a series of 
reports partaking somewhat of the nature of a summary of 
former arguments, an omission of this topic would suggest to 
the comprehensive mind the idea of incompleteness. 

That the affairs of a great nation or state are exceedingly 
complicated and momentous, no one will dispute. Nor will it 
be questioned that the degree of intelligence that superintends 
should be proportioned to the magnitude of the interests super- 
intended. He who scoops out a wooden dish needs less skill 
than the maker of a steam-engine (»r a telescope. The dealer 
in small wares requires less knowledge than the merchant who 
exports and imports to and Irom all quarters of the globe. An 
ambassador cannot execute his functions with the stock of 
attainments or of talents sufficient for a parish clerk. Indeed, 
it is clear that the want of adetjucUe intelligence — of intelli- 
gence commensurate with the nature of the duties to be per- 
tbrmed — will bring ruin or disaster upon any department. A 
uierchant loses his intelligence, and he becomes a bankrupt. A 
lawyer loses his intelligence, and he forfeits all the interests of 
his clients. Intelligence abandons a physician, and his patients 
die with more than the pains of uatural dissolution. Should 
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judges upon the bench be bereft of this guide, what havoc would 
be made of the property and the innocence of men ! Let this 
counsellor be taken from executive officers, and the penalties due 
to the wicked would be visited upon the righteous, while the 
rewards and immunities of the righteous would be bestowed 
upon the guilty. And so, should intelligence desert the halls of 
legislation, weakness, rashness, contradiction, and error would 
glare out from every page of the statute-book. Now, as a) 
republican government represents almost all interests, whether^ 
social, civil, or military, the necessity of a degree of intelligenoo 
adequate to the due administration of them all is so self-evident, 
that a bare statement is the best argument. 

But, in the possession of this attribute of intelligence, elective 
legislators will never far surpass their electors. By a natural 
law, like that which regulates the equilibrium of fluids, elector 
and elected, appoiuter and appointee, tend to the same level. 
U is not more certain that a wise and enlightened constituency 
will refuse to invest a reckless and profligate man with office, 
or discard him if accidentally chosen, than it is that a foolish 
or immoral constituency will discard or eject a wise man. 
This law of assimilation between the choosers and the chosen 
results, not only from the fact that the voter originally selects 
his representative according to the affinities of good or of ill, 
of wisdom or of folly, which exist between them, but if the 
legislator enacts or favors a law which is too wise for the con- 
stituent to understand, or too just for him to approve, the next 
election will set him aside as certainly as if he had made open 
merchandise of the dearest interests of the people by perjury 
and for a bribe. And if the infinitely Just and Good, in giving 
laws to the Jews, recognized the " hardness of their hearts," 
how much more will an earthly ruler recognize the baseness or 
wickedness of the people when his heart is as hard as theirs I 
In a republican government, legislators are a mirror reflecting 
the moral counteunnce of their constituents. And hence it is, 
that the establishment of a republican government, without 
well-appointed and efficient means for the universal education 
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of the people, is the most rash and fool-hardy experiment ever 
tried hy man. Its fatal results may not be immediately devel- 
oped, they may not follow as the thunder follows the lightning ; 
for time is an element in maturing them, and the calamity is 
too great to be prepared in a day : but, like the slow-accumulat- 
ing avalanche, they will grow more terrific by delay, and at 
length, though it may be at a late hour, will overwhelm with 
ruin whatever lies athwart their path. It may be an easy 
thing to make a republic ; but it is a very laborious thing to 
make republicans ; and woe to the republic that rests upon 
no better foundations than ignorance, selfishness, and passion ! 
Such a republic may grow in numbers and in wealth. As an 
avaricious man adds acres to his lands, so its rapacious govern- 
ment may increase its own darkness by annexing provinces and 
states to its ignorant domain. Its armies may be invincible, 
and its fleets may strike terror into nations on the opposite 
sides of the globe at the same hour. Vast in its extent, and 
enriched with all the prodigality of Nature, it may possess 
every capacity and opportunity of being great and of doing 
good. But, if such a republic be devoid of intelligence, it will 
only the more closely resemble an obscene giant who has 
waxed strong in his youth, and grown wanton in his strength ; 
whose brain has been developed only in the region of the appe- 
tites and passions, and not in the organs of reason and con- 
science ; and who, therefore, is boastful of his bulk alone, and 
glories in the weight of his heel, and in the destruction of his 
arm. Such a republic, with all its noble capacities for benefi- 
cence, will rush with the speed of a whirlwind to an ignomini- 
ous end ; and all good men of after-times would be fain to 
weep over its downfall, did not their scorn and contempt at 
its folly and its wickedness repress all sorrow for its fate. 

As the merits of this subject cannot even be sketched on the 
present occasion, I will confine myself to a single illustration, 
showing how an unenlightened people will permit, and some- 
times will even require, that their government should injure 
their own interests. 
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A universal function of government — one that has per- 
tained to every government that has ever existed, and doubtless 
will continue to do so while the world stands — is the coUeo- 
tion of revenues. The government must be maintained ; but it 
has no power of earning or of creating wealth to defray its own 
expenses. It must therefore be supported by revenues derived 
from the people. 

In absolute despotisms, arbitrary exactions are made upon 
all the possessors uf wealth, or upon all but a few excepted fa- 
vorites. Where a pretence for such exactions is wanted, acts 
whicli are not crimes are declared to bo criminal, so that the 
ruler may claim a forfeiture, or penalty, for the performance of 
deeds, whicli, before any tribunal of conscience or of justice, 
would be held innocent. Ex post facto laws are made ; that is, 
laws wiiich act backwards, and subj^t an act to punishment 
after the law, which was not punishable at the time it was 
done, — which migiit have been, indeed, not only guiltless, but 
laudable at the time of its performance. 

Now, it must be obvious that such methods of raising revenue 
must have an almost annihilating effect upon the production of 
wealth ; for no man will earn money beyond his immediate ne- 
cessities, when the very fact of his acquisition only exposed 
him to pillage. When the richest men are worst plundered, 
poverty becomes the privilege. lutelligence, though it had been 
that of the Prince of Darkness, would have saved nations from 
this cause of poverty. 

Governments less arbitrary have resorted to expedients for 
self-support scarcely less baneful to the general welfare. 
Amoug those arc monopolies, — such as that, for instance, 
by which the Pacha of Egypt required all the cotton grown by 
iiis subjects to be sold to him at his owu price, that he might 
resell it at an advanced one ; or that by which the French king 
exercised the privilege of selling all the tobacco consumed in 
his kingdom, and then sold out the privilege to sell, at an enor- 
mous price. Some governments have derived a revenue from 
the sale of offices, even those which demand, for the fit dis- 
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charge of their duties, the highest talents and the purest integ- 
rity,^ such as the judicial; and so have eared every thing 
for the amount of the bribe, and nothing for the fitness of the 
incumbent. In all such cases, the most vital and enduring in- 
terests of the community have been sacrificed to the incidental 
benefit of revenue, — a policy vastly more ruinous than that 
of the incendiary who burns a house that he may steal a shil- 
ling. 

Even the freest and most enlightened governments have been 
guilty of similar improvidences and follies. The raising of reve- 
nue from licensed lotteries furnishes a signal illustration. For 
every unit of gain to tlie public treasury, by the levy of a tax 
on the sale of lottery-tickets, hundreds of loss are subtracted 
from the public wealth. For it is obvious, in the first place, 
that lotteries create no \#alth. They add nothing to the aggre* 
gate Oi silver and gold belonging to a community, any more 
than they add to the number of its houses or the extent of its 
lands. They can do nothing more than to transfer one man's 
money to another man's pocket. Tlien they occupy the time of 
many individuals, who otherwise might be usefully employed 
in the creation or augmentation of the public wealth. Besides 
this, the expenses actually incurred by agencies, brokerage, ad- 
vertisements, apparatus, and so forth, is not inconsiderable. It 
is also true, that the poorest class of people are usually the pur- 
chasers of lottery-tickets, — on the same principle that a man 
must first be drowning before he will catch at a straw, — and 
generally with the same result. Thus all the evils of poverty 
are aggravated by the loss of a part of its pittance. Then 
adventuring in this trafiic substitutes hopes of gain, founded on 
chance, for the certainties of regular industry. The services of 
a laborer or an apprentice, of a journeyman mechanic or a clerk, 
with an undrawn lottery-ticket in his pocket, are hardly worth 
half-price ; for how can any one work for a few shillings a day, 
while hope is jingling a bag of gold in his ears to be had for 
nothing? But, while the earnings of a ticket-holder are less, 
his expenditures are greater ; for why should not a man who is 
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BO soon to l>o rich aoticipate a little the receipt of hi^ fortuae 'i 
It is on the same ptiaclple which leads a profligate heir to 
bind himself by post-obits. Is it said that noQO but a weak- 
minded man will be so coofideiit of success as to be less iudus- 
trious or less frugal afler the purchase of a ticket tliau before, 
the answer is, that the fact of the purchase proves the weak- 
mindcdness. A tempter of fortune may limit himself either to 
one or to any prescribed number of trials, iind resolve, that, if 
unsuccessful, he will abide by the decieious of his luck, aad 
never venture again ; but such a man docs not reflect that be 
will come out of the experlmeot a difiereut man from what lie 
was when he went into it. The state of his mind will be al- 
tered more than that of hia purse ; and he has no second uncor- 
rupted will whose energies he can now use to restrain the back- 
sliding of the first. But suppose a man to meet with the mis- 
fortune of being what he calls fortunate ; suppose him to draw 
a prize of fifty thousand dollars ; and thus, without any valid 
consideration, or any moral right, to pick the pockets of five 
thousand persoas of ton dollars each (aud this, too, without 
the dexterity or elciglit of hand of acommoa pickpocket), — yet 
it is proved by data derived from the widest observation, that 
the chances arc fifty to one, tbat, while his unjust gains will 
only injure the losers, tbey will ruin Limielf, Take all these 
evils into consideration, and take into consideration, ulao, what 
is far more important than all these evils united, the imposi- 
tions and the frauds which Mccoinpany the whole operation, and 
which often bear as great a proportion to the fair dealing as 
ihe blanks hear to the prizes, — lake all these pecuniary, 
social, aud moral mischiefs into accoutit, and how is it possible 
for any intelligent legislator, for the sake of a little incidental 
revenue, ever to legalize an institution which dustioys wealth 
by wholesale, and cankers the morals of entire classes of 
the people? 

Aud yet, until wilhin a few years, there was not a State in 
this whole Union whose le^riylature did not stand so low, not 
only in the scale of morals, but of political economy, as to 
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authorize lotteries. Sometimes they were granted for a paltry 
revenue to be paid into the treasury ; sometimes to aid in the 
erection of public works, — to build a bridge, a canal, or a 
church.^ Just in proportion as intelligence has advanced, pe- 
titions for lotteries have been refused, and the sale of lottery- 
tickets interdicted by law ; until now they are driven almost 
exclusively into the Southern and South-western States. There 
they await the dawning of that general enlightenment which 
common schools could so rapidly give, to be banished from the 
country forever. 

On the clearest principles of morality and political economy, 
the licensing of houses for the sale of intoxicating drinks, of 
gaming-houses, and houses of ill-fame, for the ignominious pur- 
pose of raising a revenue out of the misery and licentiousness 
of men, stands even on a more unsound and criminal footing 
than legalizing the pest of lotteries. Yet all this is done, even 
at the present day, by legislators who would think it an indig- 
nity if they were denied an exalted place on the roll of enlight- 
ened, patriotic, and Christian men. Great Britain, for a series 
of years, has derived more than one-fourth part of all her enor- 
mous revenue from tbe various manufactures of malt, and sale 
of spirituous liquors, though every pound whicli has gone into 
the treasury from this source represented some stage in the ter- 
rible process by which sanity was turned into madness, or a 
well man into a sick beast. France, and even some parts of our 
own country, have exhibited hateful specimens of the other 
kinds of these incarnations of evil, — these devouring monsters, 
who have been permitted, for a fee, by the governments which 
should have protected their people, to stalk through society, and 
to inflict upon all its interests — body, soul, and estate — direr 
calamities than death itself. 

The multiplication of oaths is another signal illustration of 
the fact, how prone incompetent legislators ever are to sacrifice 
the greater interest to the less, the spiritual to the outward, the 

* When a church is built by a lottery, can there be any doubt whleh has tlM 
beet side of the bargain, the Evil Spirit, or the Good ? 
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eoduriog to the temporary. Adherence to truth ie bo necea- 
aary Etmong men, that even the lowest insliitcts of self-iulei^ 
Ciit will visit the falsifier with retribution, though honor and 
conscience should not. But the utterance of truth, very gene- 
rally speaking, is considered more io the light of an obligation 
between man and man thun as a due to Heaven ; and there are 
many who would not hesitate to tell a falsehood, wlio would 
tremble at the commission of perjury. But goverainents, for 
some collateral and incidental benefit, — most generally for the 
purpose of securing themselves against fraud in the collection 
of revenues, — impose an oath upon men, not merely where 
tlie oath-laker is adversely interested, but where, from the 
nature of the case, he cannot certainly determiue the truth of 
the statement to which he deposes. This leads to moral laxity, 
and relaxes laxity itself. Hence, iu mercantile comni unities, 
there has arisen a class of oaths called ■' cu^ttom-liouae oaths," 
— au appellation which indicates that meu swear, if not to what 
they kuow to be untrue, yet, at least, to what ibcy do not know 
to be true. Oflcn the oath is administered to persona who are 
under the strongest temptations to perjury, and where, too, the 
dauger of detection is small. This is perjuut iuub east ; 
for the step is a short oue between swearing to a thing as true, 
with only a general iuference or supposition that it is so, and 
swearing to a known untruth. 

Now, can any money compensate goverument for contami- 
nating public morals? Or in a republic, which is a government 
of the people by the people, can they afibrd to barter their own 
integrity, iu order to gut a lillle of their own money, out of 
their own pockets, into their own public treasury, whence it is 
so soou to do w back into their own pockets again? Every 
legislator should be a political eeouomi»t, and every voter should 
know at least the lending elements of political economy, and 
be able to understand their application to the affairs of life ; 
but, surely, that political economy is a delusion and a cheat 
which docs not hold the morals of tlie commimity as the primal 
element in its prosperity ; aud the prayer, " I^ead us not into 
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temptation," is one which may be as appropriately addressed 
by a people to its rulers as by a frail and fallible mortal to his 
Maker. 

I have DOW given a hasty review of a single class of errors 
— those pertaining to the collection of revenue — into which 
governments have fallen tin ough a want of intelligence ; 
through a w^ant of such intelligence, it may be added, as any 
discreet and reflecting man would exercise in the management 
of his own affairs. And wlien will rulers be wiser than they 
have been ? Never, until the people, to whom they are respon- 
sible, shall permit it and demand it. ^Never will wisdom pre- 
side in the halls of legislation, and its profound utterances be 
recorded on the pages of the statute-book, until common 
schools — or some other agency of equal power not yet dis- 
covered — shall create a more far-seeing intelligence, and a 
purer morality, than has ever yet existed among communities 
of men. Legislators, in the execution of their high guardian- 
ship over public interests, will never secure to the State even 
the greatest amount of wealth while they seek to obtain it at 
the price of morality. It is only when the virtue of the people 
is supremely cared for, that they will discover the comprehen- 
sive meaning of the Scripture, that godliness is profitable unto 
all thingsJj 

However elevated the moral character of a constituency may 
be, however well informed in matters of general science or 
history, yet they must, if citizens of a republic, understand 
something of tlie true nature and functions of the government 
under which they live. That any one, who is to participate in 
the government of a country when he becomes a man, should 
receive no instruction respecting the nature and functions of the 
government he is afterwards to administer, is a political sole- 
cism. In all nations, hardly excepting the most rude and 
barbarous, the future sovereign receives some training which is 
supposed to fit him for the exercise of the powers and duties of 
his anticipated station. Where, by force of law, the goveru- 
ineut devolves upon the heir while yet in a state of legal 
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infaDcy, some regency, or other substitute, is appoiumd to act 
ID his stead until his arrivnl at mature age ; and, in thu mean 
time, Lc is subjected to such a course of study aud discipline 
as will tend to prepare him, according to the political theory of 
the time and the place, to assume the reins of authority at the 
appoinied age. If in England, or in the most enlighteaed 
European monarchies, it would be a proof of restored barba- 
rism to permit the future sovereign to grow up without any 
knowledge of his duties, — and who can doubt that it would be 
BHch a proof? — then, surely, it would be not less a proof of 
restored or of DGver-removcd barbarism amongst us to em* 
power any individual to use thu elective franchise without 
preparing him for so momentous a trust. Hence the Constitu* 
tiou of the United States, and of our own State, should be 
made a study in our public schools. The partition of the 
powers of government into the three co-ordinate branches, — 
legislative, judicial, and executive, — with the duties appropri- 
ately devolving upon each ; the mode of electing or of appoint- 
ing all officers, with the reasons on which it was founded ; and, 
especially, tlie duty of every citizen, in a government of laws, 
to appeal to the courts for redress in uU cases of alleged wrong, 
instead of undertaking to vindicate his own rights by his own 
arm ; and, in a government where the people arc the acknowl- 
edged sources of power, the duty of changing laws and rulers 
by an appeal to the ballot, and not by rebellion, — should be 
taught to all the children until they are fully understood. 

Had the obligations of the future citizen been sedulously 
inculcated upon all thu ohildi-un of this Republic, would the 
patriot have bad to mourn over so many iuslances where the 
voter, not being able to accomplish his purpose by voting, has 
proceeded to accomplish it by violence ; where, agreeing with 
his fellow-citizuus to use the machinery of the ballot, ho makes 
a tacit reservation, that, if that machinery does not move 
according to his pleasure, he will wrest or break it? If the 
responsibleness and value of the elective franchise were duly 
appreciated, the day of our slate aud national elections would 
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be among the most solemn and religious days in the calendar. 
Men would approach them, not only with preparation and 
solicitude, but with the sobriety and solemnity with which dis- 
creet and religious-minded men meet the great crises of life. 
No man would throw away his vote through caprice or 
wantonness, any more than he would throw away his estate, 
or sell his family into bondage. No man would cast his vote 
through malice or revenge, any more than a good surgeon 
would amputate a limb, or a good navigator sail through 
perilous straits, under the same criminal passions. 

But perhaps it will be objected, that the Constitution is 
subject to different readings, or that the policy of different 
administrations has become the subject of party strife ; and, 
therefore, if any thing of constitutional or political law is in- 
troduced into our schools, there is danger that teachers will be 
chosen on account of their affinities to this or that political 
party, or that teachers will feign affinities which they do not 
feel in order that they may be chosen ; and so each school- 
room will at length become a miniature political club-room, 
exploding with political resolves, or flaming out with political 
addresses, prepared by beardless boys in scarcely legible 
hand-writing and in worse grammar. 

With the most limited exercise of discretion, all apprehen- 
sions of this kind are wholly groundless. There are different 
readings of the Constitution, it is true ; and there are partisan 
topics which agitate the country from side to side : but the 
controverted points, compared with tiiose about which there is 
no dispute, do not bear the proportion of one to a hundred. 
And, what is more, no man is qualified, or can be qualified, to 
discuss the disputable questions, unless previously and thorough- 
ly versed in those questions about which there is no dispute. In 
the terms and principles common to all, and recognized by all, 
is to be found the only common medium of language and of 
idea by which the parties can become intelligible to each other ; 
and there, too, is the only common ground whence the argu- 
ments of the disputauts can be drawn. 
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It is obvious, OD the oilier haod, ihat, if (tie tempest of politi- 
cal strife were to be let loose upon onr comiDOU schools, tliey 
would be overwhelmed with sudden ruin. Let it be once 
understood that the schoolroom is a legitimate theatre for 
party politics, aad with what violence will hostile parlisaus 
struggle to gain possession of the stage, and to play their parts 
upon it ! Nor will the stage be tlie only scene of gladiatorial 
contests. These will ruge in all tlie avenues that lead to it. A 
preliminary advantage, indispensable to ultimate success, will 
be the appointment of a teacher of the true faith. As the great 
majority of the schools in the ■'State are now organized, this can 
bo done only by electing a prudeniittl committee, who will make 
what he calls political soundness paramount to all other con- 
siderations of fitness. Thus, aflur petty skirmishings among 
neighbors, the fierce encounter will begin in the district's pri- 
mary assembly, — in the schoolroom itself. This contest 
beiug over, the election of the super intending or town's com- 
mittee must be determined in the same way; and tliis will 
bring together the combustibles of each district, to burn with 
an iulenscr and a more devouring flame in the town-meeting. 
It is very possible, nay, not at all improbable, that the town 
may !>e of one polilicwl complexion, while a majority of the 
districts lire of the opposite. Wlio shall moderate the fury of 
these couflieiing clumeois when Ihey rage against each other? 
and who shall save the dearest interests of the children from 
being consumed iii the tierce combustion? If parents find tliat 
their children arc indoctrinated into what they call political 
heresies, will they not withdraw them from the school? and, 
if they withdraw tlieni from the school, will they not resist all 
appropriations to support u school from which ilicy derive no 
benefit? 

But, could the schools themselves survive these dangers for 
a single year, it would be only to cucoimler others still more 
perilous. Why should not the same inft'clion that poisons all 
the relations of the schoolroom spread itself abroad, and min- 
gle with all questions of external organizatiuu and arrange- 
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ment? Why should not political hostility cause the dismem- 
berment of districts already too small? or, what would work 
equal injury, prevent the union of districts whose power of 
usefulness would be doubled by a combination of their re- 
sources ? What better could be expected than that one set of 
school-books should be expelled, and another introduced, as 
they might be supposed, however remotely, to favor one party 
or the other, or as the authors of the books might belong to 
one party or the other? And who could rely upon the reports, 
or even the statistics, of a committee chosen by partisan votes, 
goaded on by partisan impulses, and responsible to partisan 
domination, and this, too, without any opportunity of control or 
check from the minority? Nay, if the schools could survive 
long enough to meet the crisis, why should not any and every 
measure be taken, either to maintain an existing political ascen- 
dency, or to recover a lost one, in a school-district, or in a town, 
which has even been taken by unscrupulous politicians to 
maintain or to recover an ascendency at the polls ? Into a 
district, or into a town, voters may be introduced from abroad 
to turn the scale. An employer may dismiss the employed for 
their refusal to submit to his dictation, or make the bread that 
is given to the poor man's children perform the double office of 
payment for labor to be performed, and of a bribe for principle 
to be surrendered. And beyond all this, if the imagination 
can conceive any thing more deplorable than this, what kind of 
political doctrines would be administered to the children amid 
the vicissitudes of party domination, — their alternations of 
triumph and defeat? This year, under the ascendency of one 
side, the Constitution declares one thing; and commentaries, 
glosses, and the authority of distinguished names, all ratify and 
confirm its decisions. But Victory is a fickle goddess. Next 
year, the vanquished triumph ; and Constitution, gloss, and au- 
thority make that sound doctrine which was pestilent error 
before, and that false which was true. Right and wrong have 
changed sides. The children must now join in chorus to de- 
nounce what they had been taught to reverence before, and to 
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reverence what they had been taught to denounce. In the mean 
time, those great principles, which, according to Cicero, are the 
same at Rome and at Athens, the same now and forever, and 
which, according to Hooker, have their seat in the boeom of 
God, become the fittest emblems of chance and change. 

Long, however, before this series of calamities would exhaust 
itself upon our schools, these schools themselves would cease to 
be. The ploughshare would have turned up their foundations* 
Their history would have been brought to a close, — a glorious 
and ascending history, until struck down by the hand of politi- 
cal parricide ; then suddenly falling with a double ruin, — with 
death and with ignominy. 

But, to avoid such a catastrophe, shall all teaching relative 
to the nature of our government be banished from our schools ? 
and shall our children be permitted to grow up in entire igno- 
rance of the political history of their country ? In the schools 
of a republic, shall the children be left without any distinct 
knowledge of the nature of a republican government, or only 
with such knowledge as they may pick up from angry political 
discussions, or from party newspapers, from caucus speeches, 
or Fourth-of-July orations, — the Apocrypha of Apocrypha? 

Surely, between these extremes, thei*e must be a medium not 
difficult to be found. And is not this the middle course, which 
all sensible and judicious men, all patriots, and all genuine 
republicans, must approve ? — namely, that those articles in the 
creed of republicanism which are accepted by all, believed in 
by all, and which form the common basis of our political faith, 
shall be taught to all. But when the teacher, in the course of 
his lessons or lectures on the fundamental law, arrives at a 
controverted text, he is either to read it without comment or 
remark ; or, at most, he is only to say that the passage is the 
subject of disputation, and that the schoolroom is neither the 
tribunal to adjudicate, nor the forum to discuss it. 

Such being the rule established by common consent, and such 
the practice observed with fidelity uuder it, it will come to be 
universally understood that political proselytism is no fuuction 



i 



REPORT FOR 1848. 283 

of the school, but that indoctrination into matters of contro- 
versy between hostile political parties is to be elsewhere sought 
for, and elsewhere imparted. Thus may all the children of the 
Commonweahh receive instruction in all the great essentials of 
political knowledge, — in those elementary ideas without which 
they will never be able to investigate more recondite and debata- 
ble questions ; thus will the only practicable method be adopted 
for discovering new truths, and for discarding, instead of per- 
petuating, old errors ; and thus, too, will that pernicious race 
of intolerant zealots, whose whole faith may be summed up in 
two articles, — that they themselves are always infallibly right, 
and that all dissenters are certainly wrong, — ^be extinguished, 
— extinguished, not by violence, nor by proscription, but by 
the more copious inflowing of the light of truth. 

MORAL EDUCATION. 

Moral education is a primal necessity of social existence. The 
unrestrained passions of men are not only homicidal, but suici- 
dal ; and a community without a conscience would soon extin- 
guish itself. Even with a natural conscience, how oflen has 
evil triumphed over good I From the beginning of time, wrong 
has followed right, as the shadow the substance. As the rela- 
tions of men became more complex, and the business of the 
world more extended, new opportunities and new temptations for 
wrong-doing have been created. With the endearing relations 
of parent and child came also the possibility of infanticide and 
parricide ; and the first domestic altar that brothers ever reared 
was stained with fratricidal blood. Following close upon the 
obligations to truth came falsehood and perjury, and closer still 
upon the duty of obedience to the divine law came disobedi- 
ence. With the existence of private relations between men 
came fraud ; and with the existence of public relations between 
nations came aggression, war, and slavery. And so, just in 
proportion as the relations of life became more numerous, and 
the interests of society more various and manifold, the range of 
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possible and of actual offences has been continually enlarging. 
As for every new substance there may be a new shadow, so 
for every new law there may be a new transgression. No form 
of the precious metals has ever been used which dishonest men 
have not counterfeited, and no kind of artificial currency has 
ever been legalized which rogues have not forged. The gov- 
ernment sees the evils that come from the use of intoxicating 
drinks, and prohibits their sale ; but unprincipled men pander 
to depraved appetites, and gather a harvest of dishonest profits. 
Instead of licensing lotteries, and deriving a revenue from the 
sale of tickets, the State forbids the mischievous traffic ; but, 
while law-abiding men disdain to practise an illicit trade, 
knavish brokers, by means of the prohibition itself, secure a 
monopoly of the sales, and pocket the infamous gain. The 
government imposes duties on imported goods : smugglers evade 
the law, and bring goods into the market clandestinely ; or per- 
jurers swear to false invoices, and escape the payment of duty, 
and thus secure to themselves the double advantage of in- 
creased sales, and enhanced profits upon what is sold. Science 
prepares a new medicine to heal or alleviate the diseases of 
men ; crime adulterates it, or prepares as a substitute some 
cheap poison that resembles it, and can be sold instead of it. 
A benefactor of the race discovers an agent which has the mar- 
vellous power to suspend consciousness, and take away the 
susceptibility of pain ; a villain uses it to rob men or pollute 
women. Houses are built ; the incendiary burns them, that he 
may purloin the smallest portion of their goods. The press is 
invented to spread intelligence ; but libellers use it to give wings 
to slander. And so, throughout the infinitely complex and 
ramified relations of society, wherever there is a right, there 
may be a wrong ; and wherever a law is made to repress the 
wrong, it may be evaded by artifice or overborne by violence. 
In fine, all means and laws designed to repress injustice and 
crime give occasion to new injustice and crime. For every 
lovk that is made, a false key is made to pick it ; and, for every 
Paradise that is created, there is a Satan who would scale its 
walls. 




REPORT FOR 1848. 285 

Nor does this view of the subject exhibit the scope and mul- 
titude of the transgressions that may be committed. To rep- 
resent the range and compass of possible violations, every law 
that exists must be multiplied by a high power. When the 
whole family of mankind consisted of but two persons, there 
could be only two offenders. But now, when the race has in- 
creased to millions and hundreds of millions, the laws may be 
broken by millions and hundreds of millions, — an increased 
number of transgressors of an increased number of laws. The 
multitude, then, of possible violations of law, is terrific to the 
imagination : even the actual violations are sufficient to make 
our best civilization look but little better than barbarism. 

But the above outline, whose vast circumference may be 
filled up by the commission of crimes against positive law, em- 
braces not a tithe of possible transgressions. Every law in the 
statute-book might be obeyed, so as to leave no penalty to be 
awarded by the courts, or inflicted by executive officers, and 
yet myriads of private vices, too subtle and intangible for legis- 
lative enactments, and too undefinable to be dealt with by the 
tribunals of justice, might still imbitter all domestic and social 
relations, and leave nothing in life worth living for. Were the 
greater plagues of public crime and open violence to be stayed, 
still the lesser ones might remain ; like the plagues of Egypt, 
they might invade every house, penetrate to every chamber, 
corrupt the water in the fountains and the bread in the knead- 
ing-troughs, and turn the dust into loathsome life, so that the 
plague of iiail and the plague of darkness migiit seem to be 
blessings in the comparison. In offences against what are usu- 
ally called the '' minor morals," — against propriety, against 
decency, against the domcc^tic relations, and against good neigh- 
borhood, as they are illustrated and enjoined by the example 
of Christ, the precepts of the gospel, and the perfect law of 
love, — here is a va?<t region where offences may grow, and 
where they do grow, thick-standing and rankly luxuriant. 

Against these social vices in all ages of the world, the ad- 
monitions of good men have been directed. The moralist has 
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exposed their deformity id his didactic page ; the satirist has 
chastised them in his pungent verse ; the dramatist has held 
them up to ridicule on the mimic stage ; and, to some extent, 
the Christian minister has exhibited their gross repugnancy to 
the character of a disciple of Jesus. Still they continue to 
exist ; and, to say nothing of heathen nations, the moral con- 
dition of ail Christendom is, iu this respect, like the physical 
condition of one of the nations that compose it, — that extraor- 
dinary people, I mean, whose dwellings, whose flocks, whose 
agriculture, whose merchandise, and who themselves, are below 
the level of the ocean ; and against them, at all times, this 
ocean rages, and lifls itself up ; and whenever or wherever it 
can find a breach, or make one, it rushes in, and overwhelms 
men and their possessions in one common inundation. Even 
so, like a weltering flood, do immoralities and crimes break 
over all moral barriers, destroying and profaning the securities 
and the sanctities of life. Now, how best shall this deluge be 
repelled ? What mighty power or combination of powers can 
prevent its inrushing, or narrow the sweep of its ravages? 

The race has existed long enough to try many experiments 
for the solution of this greatest problem ever submitted to its 
hands ; and the race has experimented, without stint of time 
or circumscription of space to mar or modify legitimate results. 
Mankind have tried despotisms, monarchies, and republican 
forms of government. They have tried the extremes of anar- 
chy and of autocracy. They have tried Draconian codes of 
law ; and, for the lightest oflfences, have extinguished the life of 
the oflfender. They have established theological standards, 
claimiug for them the sanction of divine authority, and the attri- 
butes of a perfect and infallible law ; and then they have im* 
prisoned, burnt, massacred, not individuals only, but whole 
communities at a time, for not bowing down to idols which 
ecclesiastical authority had set up. These and other great 
systems of measures have been adopted as barriers against 
error and guilt : they have been extended over empires, pro- 
longed through centuries, and administered with terrible en- 
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ergy; and jet the great ocean of vice and crime overleaps 
every embankment, pours down upon our heads, saps the foun- 
dations under our feet, and sweeps away the securities of social 
order, of property, liberty, and life. 

At length, these experiments have been so numerous, and all 
of them have terminated so disastrously, that a body of men 
has risen up in later times, powerful in influence, and not incon- 
siderable in numbers, who, if I may use a mercantile phrase, 
would abandon the world as a total loss ; who mock at the idea 
of its having a benevolent or even an intelligent Author or Gov- 
ernor ; and who, therefore, would give over the race to the do- 
minion of chance, or to that of their OMrn licentious passions, 
whose rule would be more fatal than chance. 

But to all doubters, disbelievers, or despairers in human 
progress, it may still be said, there is one experiment which 
has never yet been tried. It is an experiment, which, even 
before its inception, offers the highest authority for its ultimate 
success. Its formula is intelligible to all ; and it is as legible 
as though written in starry letters on an azure sky. It is ex- 
pressed in these few and simple words : " IVain up a child in 
the way he should go; and^ when he is old^ he will not depart from 
it" This declaration is positive. If the conditions are com- 
plied with, it makes no provision for a failure. Though per- 
taining to morals, yet, if the terms of the direction are observed, 
there is no more reason to doubt the result than there would be 
in an optical or a chemical experiment. 

But this experiment has never yet been tried. Education 
has never yet been brought to bear with one-hundredth part of 
its potential force upon the natures of children, and, through 
them, upon the character of men and of the race. In all the 
attempts to reform mankind which have hitherto been made, 
whether by changing the frame of government, by aggravating 
or softening the severity of the penal code, or by substituting a 
government-created for a God-created religion, — in all these 
attempts, the infantile and youthful mind, its amenability to 
influences, and the enduring and self-operating character of 
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the influcDces it receives, have been almost wholly unreoog- 
nized. Ilerc, then, is a new ageacj, whose powers are but just 
begiQuing to be understood, and whose mighty energies hith- 
erto have been but feebly invoked ; and yet, from our experi- 
ence, limited and imperfect as it is, we do know, that, far 
beyond any other earthly instrumentality, it is comprehensive 
and decisive. 

Reformatory efforts hitherto made have been mainly ex- 
pended upon the oaken-fibred hardihood and incorrigibleness 
of adult offenders, and not upon the flexibleness and ductility 
of youthful tendencies. Rulers have forgotten, that though a 
giant's arm cannot bend a tree of a century's growth, yet the 
finger of an infant could have given direction to its germ. 
Wiien a man has invested fifty thousand dollars in the business 
of importing ardent spirits into the country, it often does little 
more than to enrage him to point out the diflferent results be- 
tween such an investment and the investment of the same sum 
in whale-ships, where, besides its own permanent value, it will 
soon add fifty thousand dolhirs more to the actual wealth of the 
community. Show the distiller how he changes the life-sus- 
taining fruits of the earth into a physical and moral poison, and 
wliat a deluge of destruction he is sending forth over society, 
and his blood will boil liardly less fiercely than his accursed 
cahh'ons : but who will be rash enough to say of any child in 
the land ; who will be rash enough to say of any man now 
engaged in the business of promoting and spreading intemper- 
ance, and visiting another generation with all its calamities, — 
who will dare say of any of thoni that the nature and conse- 
quences of this direful occupation might not have been so viv- 
idly depicted to the imagination, and so clearly explained to the 
conscience, during the years of childhood, that any child would 
sooner think of getting a living by counterfeiting money than 
by engaging in the tralFic? Would any child, on whose hcai*t 
the horrors and atrocities of the slavL-trade had made their 
natural impression before his arrival at the age of fourteen 
years, ever connect himself witli slavery afterwards? Were a 
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child taught the digDitj, the healthfulness, and the advantages 
of voluntary labor, and the meauness of living upon the unre 
quited services of the weak and defenceless, could he ever bear 
to live a life of pampered indolence secured to him by a hun- 
dred lives, each as precious and as sacred in the sight of 
Heaven as his own, of unpaid toil and irredeemable debase- 
ment? Did genius pour out its heart as fervently to depict the 
calamities of war as it has done to blazon forth what is called 
military glory, would not children be led to abhor all unneces- 
sary wars as much more than they abhor murder as the de- 
struction of an army is greater than that of a single murderer? 
If tlie schools were earnestly to t€ach children that office and 
honor ure not synonymous terms, and that the only value of 
any office consists in its opening a wider sphere for useful ex- 
ertion, should we find so many men renouncing usefulness and 
forfeiting honor for the acquisition of office ? If wealth were 
not forever talked of before children as among the chief prizes 
of life, should we see such throngs making haste to be rich, 
with all the attendant consequences of fraud and dishonor? 
Indeed, so decisive is the effect of early training upon adult 
habits and character, that numbers of the most able and expe- 
rienced teachers — those who have had the best opportunities 
to become acquainted with the errors and the excellences of 
children, their waywardness, and their docility — have unani- 
mously declared it to be their belief, that if all the children in the 
community, from the age of four years to that of sixteen, could 
be brought within the reformatory and elevating influences of. 
good schools, the dark host of private vices and public crimes 
which now imbitter domestic peace, and stain the civilization 
of the age, might, in ninety-nine cases in every hundred, be 
banished from the world. When Christ taught his disciples 
to pray, '^ Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is done in heaven," did he teach them to pray for what shall 
never come to pass ? And, if this consummation is ever to be 
realized, is it to be by some mighty, sudden, instantaneous 
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BELIOIOUS BDUCATION. 

But it will be said that this grand result in practical moralB 
is a coQSummatioQ of blessedness that can never be attained 
without religion, and that no community will ever be religious 
without a religious education. Both these propositions I regard 
as eternal and immutable truths. Devoid of religious princi- 
ples and religious affections, the race can never fall so low but 
that it may sink still lower ; animated and sanctified by them, it 
can never rise so high but that it may ascend still higher. And 
is it not at least as presumptuous to expect that mankind will 
attain to the knowledge of truth, without being instructed in 
trutii, and without that general expansion and development of 
faculty which will enable them to recognize and comprehend 
truth in any other department of human iuterest as in the de- 
partment of religion ? No creature of God of whom we have 
any knowledge has sucli a range of moral oscillation as a hu- 
man being. He may despise privileges, and turn a deaf ear to 
warnings and instructions such as evil spirits may never have 
known, and therefore be more guilty than they ; or, ascending 
through temptation and conflict along the radiant pathway of 
duty, he may reach tlie sublimest heights of happiness, and may 
there experience the joys of a contrast such as ever-perfect 
beings can never feel. And can it be that our nature in this 
respect is taken out of the law that governs it in every other 
respect, — the law, namely, that the teachings which supply it 
with new views, and the training that leads it to act in con- 
formity witli those views, are ineffective and nugatory? 

Indeed, the whole frame and constitution of the human soul 
show, that, if man he not a religious being, he is among the most 
def(>rme<l and moustrous of all possible existences. His pro- 
pensities iiiid passions need the fear of God as a restraint from 
evil ; and his sentiments and affections need tlie love of God as 
a condition and preliminary to every thing worthy of the name 
of happiness. Without a capability or susceptibility, therefore, 
of knowing and reverencing his Maker and Preserver, his whole 
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Dature is a coatradictiou aud a Boleciara ; it is a moral absurdi- 
ty, as strictly so as a triangle with but two sides, or a circle 
without a circumfercQCo, is a mathematical absurdity. The 
man, iDiIeet), of whatever dcnomitiatioii or kindred or tongue he 
may be, who believes that the human race, or any nation, or 
any individual in it, cau attain to happiness, or avoid misery, 
without religious principle and religious afiectioos, must be ig- 
norant of the capacities of the human soul, and of the highest 
attributes in iho nature of man. We know, from the very struc- 
ture and functions of our physical organization, that atl the de- 
lights of the appetites and of the grosser iostincts are evanes- 
cent and perishing. All bodily pleasures over-indulged become 
pains. Abstemiousness is the slern condition of prolonged en- 
joymcnt, — a condition that balks desire at the very moment 
when it is most craving. Did the fields teem, and the forests 
beod, and the streams flow, with the most exquisite delicacies, 
how small the proportion of our time in which we could luxu- 
riate in their sweets without satiety and disgust ! Unchastcncd 
by temperance, the riciiest earthly banquets stimulate, only to 
end in loathing. Perpetual self-restraint on the one side, or 
intolerable pains on the otiier, is the law of all our animal de- 
sires ; and it may well be questioned which arc the sharper 
sufferings, the fiercest pangs of hanger and of thirst, or the ago- 
nizing diseases that form the fearful retinue of epicurism anci 
baccbaaalinn indulgence. Were the pleasures of sense the 
only pleasures we could enjoy, immortality might well be 
scofied ai art worthlesa, and annihilation welcomed ; for if 
another Edeu were created around us, filled with all that could 
gratify the appetite or regale the sense, and were the whole 
range and command of its embowering shades and clustering 
fruits bestowed upon us, still, witli our present natures, we 
should feel iulellectual longings which not all the objects of 
sight and of sense could appease ; and tusuries would sutu the 
palate, and beauties pall upon the eye, in the absence of objects 
to quicken and Etimitlato the sterner energies of the miad. 
The delights of the intellect are of a &r nobler order tlian 
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those of the senses ; but even these have no power to fill up the 
capacities of an immortal mind. The strongest intellect tires. 
It cannot sustain an ever-upward wing. Even in minds of 
Olympian vastness and vigor, there must be seasons for relaxa- 
tion and repose, — intervals when the wearied faculties, mount- 
ed upon the topmast of all their achievements, must stop in 
their ascending career to review the distance they have trav- 
ersed, and to replenish their energies for an onward flight. 
And although, in the far-off cycles of eternity, the stature of 
the intellect should become lofly as an archangel's ; although 
its powers of comprehension should become so vast, and its in- 
tuitions so penetrating, that it could learn the history of a planet 
in a day, and master at a single lesson all the sciences that 
belong to a system of stars, — still, I repeat, that, with our pres- 
ent nature, we should be conscious of faculties unoccupied, and 
restless, yea, tormented with a sense of privation and loss, like 
lungs in a vacuum gasping vainly for breath, or like the eye 
in darkness straining to catch some glimmering of light. 
Without sympathy, without spiritual companionship with other 
beings, without some Being, all-glorious in his perfections, 
whom the spirit could commune with and adore, it would be a 
mourner and a wanderer amid all the splendors of the universe. 
Through the lone realms of immensity would it fly, calling for 
love as a mother calls for her departed first-born ; but its voice 
would return to it in echoes of mockery. Nay, though the 
intellect of man should become as effulgent as the stars amid 
which he might walk, yet sympathetic and devout affections 
alone can fertilize the desolations of the heart. Love is as 
necessary to the human heart as knowledge is to the mind ; and 
infinite knowledge can never supply the place of infinite good. 
The universe, grand, glorious, aud beautiful as it is, can be 
truly enjoyed only through the worship as well as the knowl 
edge of the great Being that created it. Among people where 
there is no true knowledge of God, the errors, superstitions, and 
sufferings of a false religion always rush in to fill the vacuum. 
There is not a faculty nor a susceptibility in the nature of 
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man, from the ligbtDing-like iDtuitioDs that make liim akin to 
the cherubim, or the fire and fervor of affection that assimilate 
him to seraphic beings, down to the lowest appetites and de- 
sires by which he holds brotherhood with beast and reptile and 
worm, — there is not one of them all that will ever be governed 
by its proper law, or enjoy a full measure of the gratification it 
was adapted to feel, without a knowledge of the true God, 
without a sense of acting in harmony with his will, and with- 
out spontaneous effusions of gratitude for his goodness. Con- 
victions and sentiments such as these can alone supply the 
vacuity in the soul of man, and fill with significance and loveli- 
ness what would otherwise be a blank and hollow universe. 

How limited and meagre, too, would be the knowledge which 
should know all things else, but still be ignorant of the self- 
existent Author of all ! What is the exquisite beauty of flow- 
ers, of foliage, or of plumage, if we know nothing of the great 
Limner who has painted them, and blended their colors with 
such marvellous skill? So the profundity of all science is 
shallowness, if we know nothing of the eternal Mind that 
projected all sciences, and made their laws so exact and har- 
monious, that all the objects in an immensity can move onward 
throughout an eternity without deviation or error. Even the 
visible architecture of the heavens, majestic and refulgent as it 
is, dwindles and glooms into littleness and darkness in the 
presence of the great Builder, who '' of old laid the foundation 
of the earth," aud '' meted out heaven with a span." Among 
all the objects of knowledge, the Author of knowledge is infi- 
nitely the greatest ; aud the microscopic animalcule, which, by 
a life of perseverance, has circumnavigated a drop of water, or 
the tiny insect which has toiled and climbed until it has at last 
reached the highest peak of a grain of sand, knows propor- 
tionately more of the height and depth and compass of plane- 
tary spaces than the philosopher who has circuited all other 
knowledge, but is still ignorant of God. In the acquisition of 
whatever art, or in the pursuit of whatever science, there is a 
painful sense of incompleteness and imperfection while we 
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remain untaught in any great department known to belong to 
it. And so, in the development and culture of the human 
soul, we are conscious not merely of the want of symmetry, 
but of gross disfigurement niul mutilation, when the noblest 
and most enduring part of an appropriate development and 
culture is wanting. lu merely an artistical point of view, to 
be presented with the torso of Hercules, or with the truncated 
body of Minerva, wlien we were expecting to behold the fulness 
of their majestic proportions, would be less painful and shock- 
ing thau u system of human culture from which religious cul- 
ture should be omitted. 

So, too, if the subject be viewed in relation to all the purer 
and loftier affections and susceptibilities of the human soul, 
the results are the same. If, in surveying the highest states of 
perfection which tlie character of man has ever yet reached 
upon earth, we select from among the whole circle of our per- 
sonal or historical acquaintances those who are adorned with 
the purest quality and tlie greatest number of excellences as 
the objects of our most joyful admiration and love, why should 
not the soul be lifted into sublimer ecstasies, and into raptures 
proportionately more exalted and enduring, if it could be raised 
to the contemplation of Him whose '' name alone is excel- 
lent"? If we doliglit in exhibitions of power, why should we 
pass heedlessly by the All-powerful? If human hearts are 
touche<l with deeds of raercv, there is One whose tender mer- 
cies are over all his works. If we reverence wisdom, there 
is such perfect wisdom on high, that that of angels becomes 
^^ folly" in its presence. If we love the sentiment of love, has 
not the apostle told us that God is love? There are many 
endearing objects upon earth from which the heart of man may 
be sundered ; but he only is bereaved of all things who is 
bereaved of his Father in heaven. 

I here place the argument in favor of a religious education 
for the young upon the most broad and general grounds, pur- 
posely leaving it to every individual to add for himself those 
auxiliary arguments which may result from his own peculiar 
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views of religious truth. But such is the force of the convio- 
tion to wliich my own mind is brought by these general consid- 
erations, that I could not avoid regarding the man who should 
oppose the religious education of the young as an insane man ; 
and, were it proposed to debate the question between us, I should 
desire to restore him to his reason before entering upon the 
discussion. If, suddenly summoned to eternity, I were able to 
give but one parting word of advice to my own children, or to 
the children of others ; if I were sinking beneath the wave, 
and had time to utter but one articulate breath ; or were wasting 
away upon the deatli-bed, and had strength to make but one 
cxiiortation more, — that dying legacy should be, '' Remember 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth." 

I can, tlien, confess myself second to no one in the depth 
and sincerity of my convictions and desires respecting the ne- 
cessity and universality, both on abstract and on practical 
grounds, of a religious education for the young ; and, if I had 
stronger words at command in which to embody these views, I 
would not fail to use them. But the question still remains. 
How shall so momentous an object be pursued? In the 
measures we adopt to give a religious education to others, shall 
we ourselves abide by the dictates of religion ? or shall we do, 
as has almost universally been done ever since the unhallowed 
union between Church and State under Constantine, — shall we 
seek to educate the community religiously through the use of 
the most irreligious means? 

On this subject I propose to speak with freedom and plain- 
ness, and more at length than I should feel required to do but 
for the peculiar circumstances ' in which I have been placed. 
It is matter of notoriety, that the views of the Board of Edu- 
cation, — and my own, perhaps, still more than those of the 
Board, — on the subject of religious instruction in our public 
school?, have been subjected to animadversion. Grave charges 
have been made against us, that oiir purpose was to exclude re- 
ligion, and to exclude that, too, which is the common exponent 
of religion, — the Bible, — from the common schools of the 
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State ; or, at least, to derogate from its authority, and destroy 
its influence in them. Whatever prevalence a suspicion of the 
truth of these imputations may have heretofore had, I have 
reason to believe that further inquiry and examination have 
done much to disabuse the too credulous recipients of so ground- 
less a charge. Still, amongst a people so commend ably sensi- 
tive on the subject of religion as are the people of Massachu- 
setts, any suspicion of irreligious tendencies will greatly preju- 
dice any cause, and, so far as any cause may otherwise have 
the power of doing good, will greatly impair that power. 

It is known, too, that our noble system of free schools for 
the whole people is strenuously opposed by a few persons in 
our own State, and by no inconsiderable numbers in some of 
the other states of this Union ; and that a rival system of 
" parochial " or " sectarian schools " is now urged upon the 
public by a numerous, a powerful, and a well-organized body 
of men. It has pleased the advocates of this rival system, in 
various public addresses, in reports, and through periodicals 
devoted to their cause, to denounce our system as irreligious 
and anti-Christian. They do not trouble themselves to describe 
what our system is, but adopt a more summary way to fore- 
stall public opinion against it by using general epithets of 
reproach, and signals of alarm. 
( In this age of the world, it seems to me that no student of 
history, or observer of mankind, can be hostile to the precepts 
and the doctrines of the Christian religion, or opposed to any 
institutions which expound and exemplify them ; and no man 
who thinks, as I cannot but ihiuk, respecting the enduring ele- 
ments of character, whether public or private, can be willing 
to have his name mentioned while he is living, or remembered 
when he is dead, as opposed to religious instruction and Bible 
instructiou for the young. In making this final Report, there- 
fore, I desire to vindicate my conduct from the charges that 
have been made against it ; and, so far as the Board has been 
implicated in these charges, to leave my testimony on record 
for their exculpation. Indeed, on this point, the Board and 
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myself must be justified or condemned together ; for I do not 
believe they would have enabled me, by their annual re-elections, 
to carry forward any plan for excluding either the Bible or re- 
ligious instruction from the schools ; and, had the Board required 
me to execute such a purpose, I certainly should have given 
them the earliest opportunity to appoint my successor. I de- 
sire, also, to vindicate the system with which I have been so 
long and so intimately connected, not only from the aspersion, 
but from the suspicion, of being an irreligious or anti-Christian 
or an un-Christian system. I know full well, that it is unlike 
the systems which prevail in Great Britain, and in many of the 
Continental nations of Europe, where the Established Church 
controls the education of the young in order to keep itself 
established. But this is presumptive evidence in its favor, 
rather than against it. 

All the schemes ever devised by governments to secure the 
prevalence and permanence of religion among the people, how- 
ever variant in form they may have been, are substantially 
resolvable into two systems. One of these systems holds the 
regulation and control of the religious belief of the people to be 
one of the functions of government, like the command of the 
army or the navy, or the establishment of courts, or the collec- 
tion of revenues. According to the other system, religious be- 
lief is a matter of individual and parental concern ; and, while 
the government furnishes all practicable facilities for the inde- 
pendent formation of that belief, it exercises no authority to 
prescribe, or coercion to enforce it. The former is the system, 
which, with very few exceptions, has prevailed throughout 
Christendom for fifteen hundred years. Our own government 
is almost a solitary example among the nations of the earth, 
where freedom of opinion, and the inviolability of conscience, 
have been even theoretically recognized by the law. 

The argument in behalf of a government-established religion, 
at the time when it was first used, was not without its plausi- 
bility ; but the principle, once admitted, drew after it a train of 
the most appalling consequences. If religion is absolutely e»- 
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Bential to the stability of the State as well as to the preseot and 
future happiness of the subject, why, it was naturally asked, 
should not the government enforce it ? And, if government is 
to enforce religion, it follows, as a necessary consequence, that 
it must define it ; for how can it enforce a duty, >vhich, being 
undefined, is uncertain? And again: if government begins tci 
define religion, it must define what it is not, as well as what it 
is ; and, while it upholds whatever is included in the definition, 
it must suppress and abolish whatever is excluded from it. The 
definition, too, must keep pace with speculation, and must take 
cognizance of all outward forms and observances ; for if specu- 
lation is allowed to run riot, and ceremonies and observances 
to spring up unrestrained, religion will soon elude control, 
emerge into new forms, and exercise, if it does not arrogate, a 
substantial independence. Both in regard to matters of form 
and of substance, all recusancy must be subdued, either by the 
deprivation of civil rights, or by positive inflictions ; for the 
laws of man, not possessing, like the laws of God, a self-execut- 
ing power, must be accompanied by some effective sanction, or 
they will not be obeyed. If a light penalty proves inadequate, 
a heavier one must follow, — the loss of civil privileges by dis- 
franchisement, or of religious hopes by excommunication. If 
the non-conformist feels himself, by the aid of a higher power, 
to be secure against threats of future perdition, the civil magis- 
trate has terrible resources at command in this life, — imprison- 
ment, scourging, the rack, the fagot, death. Should it ever be 
said that these are excessive punishments for exercising free- 
dom of tliought, and for allowing the heart to pour forth those 
sentiments of adoration to God with which it believes God 
himself has inspired it, the answer is alway? ready, that 
nothing is so terrible as the heresy that draws after it the end- 
less wrath of the Omnipotent; and, therefore, that Smithfield 
fires, and iuquisiiorial tortures, and auio-da-fes. and St. Bar- 
tholomews, are cheap ofierings at the shrine of truth : nay, 
compared with the awful and endless consequences oi a false 
faith, they are of less moment than the slightest puncture of a 
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Derve. And assumiug tho truth of tbo theor}% and the right 
of the government to secure faith by force, it surely would bo 
better, infinitely better, that every hill-top should be lighted 
with the fires of Smithfield, and every day in the caleudar 
should be a St. Bartholomew's, than that errors so fatal should 
go unabolished. 

In the council-hall of the Inquisition at Avignon, there still 
is, or lately was, to be seen, a picture of the Good Samaritan 
painted upon the wall. The deed of mercy commemorated by 
this picture was supposed to be the appropriate emblem of the 
inquisitor's work. The humanity of pouring oil and wine 
into the wounds of the bleeding wayfarer who had fallen 
among thieves ; the kindness of dismounting from his own 
beast, and setting the half-dead victim of violence upon it ; 
and the generosity of purchasing comfort aud restoration foi 
him at an inn, — were held to be copied and imitated, upon an 
ampler and a nobler scale, by the arrest of the heretic, by the 
violence that tore him from homo and friends, and by the 
excruciating tortures that at last >vrenched soul and body 
asunder. The priests who sentenced, and tho familiars that 
turned tho wheel or lighted the fagot, or, with red-hot pin- 
cers, tore the living flesh from tho quivering limbs, were but 
imitators of the Good Samaritan, binding up moral wounds, 
and seeking to take a lost traveller to a place of recovery and 
eternal repose. So when the news of the Massacre of St. Bar- 
tholomew's — on which occasion thirty thousand men, women, 
and children were butchered at the stroke of a signal-bell — 
reached Rome, the pope aud his cardinals ordained a thanks- 
giving, that all true believers might rejoice together at so glo- 
rious an event, and that God might be honored for the pious 
hearts that designed, aud the benevolent hands that executed, so 
Christian a deed. And, admitting their premises, surely they 
were right. Could communities, or even individuals, be res- 
cued from endless perdition at tho price of a massacre or an 
auiO'da-fe,, the men who would wield the sword, or kindle the 
flame, would be onlv nobler Samaritans : nrc^ *' /n picture upoa 
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the iDquisition walls at Avignon would be but an inadequate 
emblem of their soul-saving beneficence. 

But, in all the persecutions and oppressions ever committed 
in the name of religion, one point hus been unwarrantably 
assumed ; namely, that the faith of their aiUhors was certainly 
and ivfallihhj the true faith. With the fewest exceptions, the 
advocates of all the myriad conflicting creeds that have ever 
been promulgated have held substantially the same language : 
*' Our faith we know to be true. For its truth, we have the 
evidence of our reason and our conscience ; we have the Word 
of God in our hands, and we have the Spirit of God in our 
hearts, testifying to its truth." * The answer to this claim 
is almost too obvious to be mentioned. The advocates of 
hundreds and thousands of hostile creeds have placed them- 
selves upon the same ground. Each has claimed the same 
proof from reason and conscience, the same exterual revela- 
tion from God, and the same inward light of his Spirit. 
But if truth be one^ and hence necessarily harmonious ; if 
God be its author; and if the voice of God be not more 
dissonant than the tongues of Babel, — then, at least, all but 
one of the diflferent forms of faith ever promulgated by hu- 
man authority, so far as these forms conflict with each other, 
cannot have emanated from the Fountain of all truth. These 
faiths must have been more or less erroneous. The believers 
in them must have been more or less mistaken. Wlio, on aa 
impartial survey of the whole, and a recollection of the confi- 
dence with which each one has been claimed to be infallibly 
true, shall dare to affirm that any one of them all is a perfect 
transcript of the perfect law as it exists in the Divine Mind, 
and that that one is his f 

But here arises a practical distinction, which the world has 
lost sight of. It is this : after seeking all possible light from 
within, from without, and from above, each man's belief is his 

'* Or, as I once lieard the same sentiment expressed in the pulpit, fVom th« 
lips ol' nn eminent divine, *'I am right; and I know I am right; and I know I 
know it.'' 
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own standard of truth ; hut it ts not the ataridard/or any other 
man. The believer is bound to live by his belief uuder all 
circumstances, in the face of all perils, and at the cost of any 
sacrifice. But his standard of truth is the standard for himself 
alone ; never for his neighbor. That neighbor must have his 
own standard, which to him must be supreme. And the fact 
that each man is bound to follow his own best light aud guid- 
ance is an express negation of any other man's right, and of any 
govcrnmcut*s right, of forcible interference. Here is the divid- 
iug-linc. Oil one side lie personal freedom and the recognition 
of freedom in others ; on the other side arc intolerance, oppres- 
sion, and all the wrongs and woes of persecution for conscience' 
sake. The hierarchs of the world have generally reversed this 
rule of duty. They have been more rigid in demanding tliat 
others should live according to their faith than in living ia 
accordance with it themselves. 

Did the history of mankind show that there has been tho 
most of virtue aud piety in those nations where religion has 
been most rigorously euforced by law, the advocates of eccle- 
siastical domination would have a powerful argument in favor 
of their measures of coercion ; but the united and universal 
voice of history, observation, and experience, gives the argu- 
ment to the other side. Nor is this surprising. Weak and 
fallible as human reason is, it was too much to expect that any 
mere man, even though aided by the light of a written revela- 
tion, would ever fathom the whole counsels of the Omnipotent 
and the Eternal. But the limitations aud short-sightedness of 
men's reason did not constitute tho only obstacle to their dls 
covery of truth. All the passions and perversities of human 
nature conspired to prevent so glorious an achievement. The 
easily-acquired but awful power possessed by those who were 
acknowledged to be the chosen expounders of the divine will 
tempted men to set up a false claim to be the depositaries of 
God's purposes towards men, and the selected medium of his 
communication with them ; and to this temptation erring mor- 
tals were fain to yield. Those who were supposed able to 
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determine the destiny of the soul in the next world came easi^^ 
to control opinion, conduct, and fortune in this. Hence they 
established themselves as a third power, — a power between the 
creature and the Creator, — not to facilitate the direct commu- 
nion between man and his Maker, but to supersede it. They 
claimed to carry on the intercourse between lieaven and earth 
as merchants carry on commerce between distant nations, 
where the parties to the interchange never meet each other. 
Tlie consequence soon was, that this celestial commerce degene- 
rated into the basest and most mercenary traffic. The favors 
of heaven were bought and sold like goods in the market- 
place. Robbery purchased pardon and impunity by bribing 
the judge with a portion of the wealth it had plundered. The 
assassin bought permission to murder, and the incendiary to 
burn. A price-current of crime was established, in which sins 
were so graduated as to meet the pecuniary ability of both rich 
and poor offenders. Licenses to violate the laws of God and 
man became luxuries, for which customers paid according to 
their several ability. Gold was the representative of all vir- 
tues as well as of all values. Under such a system, men lost 
their conscience, and women their virtue ; for the right to com- 
mit all enormities was purchasable by money, and pardonable 
by grace, — save only the guilt of heresy ; and the worst of 
all heresies consisted in men's worshipping the God of their 
fathers according to the dictates of their consciences. 

Those religious exercises which consist in a communion of 
the soul with its Father in heaven have been beautifully com- 
pared to telegraphic communications between distant friends ; 
where, silent as thought, and swifl as the lightning, each makes 
known to the other hid joys and his desires, his affection and 
his fidelity, while the busy world around may know nought of 
their sacred communings. But, as soon as hierarchies obtained 
control over men, they changed the channel of these comim? 
nications between heaven and cartli. An ecclesiastical bureau 
was established ; and it was decreed that all the telegraphic 
wires should centre in that, so that all the communications 
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between man and his Maker should be subject to the inspection 
of its chiefs, and carried on through their agency alone. Thus, 
whether the soul had gratitude or repentance to offer to itg God, 
or light or forgiveness to receive from on high, the whole inter- 
course, in both directions, must go through the government 
office, and there be subject to take such form, to be added to 
or subtracted from, as the ministers or managers in possession 
of power might deem to be expedient. Considering the na- 
ture of man, one may well suppose that many of the most pre- 
cious of the messages were never forwarded ; that others were 
perverted, or forged ones put in tlieir place ; and that, in some 
instances at least, the reception of fees was the main induce- 
ment to keep the machinery in operation. 

Among the infinite errors and enormities resulting from sys- 
tems of religion devised by man, and enforced by the terrors of 
human government, have been those dreadful re-actions which 
have abjured all religion, spurned its obligations, and voted the 
Deity into non-existence. This extreme is, if possible, more 
fatal than that by which it was produced. Between these 
extremes, philanthropic and godly men have sought to find a 
medium, which should avoid both the evils of ecclesiastical 
tyranny and the greater evils of atheism. And this medium 
has at length been supposed to be found. It is promulgated in 
the great principle, that government should do all that it can to 
facilitate the acquisition of religious truth, but shall leave the 
decision of the question, what religious truth is, to the arbit- 
rament, without human appeal, of each man's reason and 
conscience « in other words, that government shall never, by 
the infliction of pains and penalties, or by the privation of 
rights or immunities, call such decision either into pre-judg- 
ment or into review. The formula in which the constitution 
of Massachusetts expresses it is in these words : " All religious 
sects and denominations demeaning themselves peaceably and 
as good citizens shall be equally under the protection of law ; 
and no subordination of one sect or denomino'* »n to another 
shall ever be established by law/' 
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Tho great truth recognized and expressed in these few words 
of our constitution is one which it has cost centuries of strug- 
gle aud of suffering, and the shedding of rivers of blood, to at- 
tain ; and ho who would relinquish or forfeit it, virtually impe- 
trates upon his fellow-men other centuries of suffering and the 
shedding of other rivers of blood. Nor are we as yet entirely 
removed from all danger of relapse. The universal interfer- 
ence of government in matters of religion, for so many centu- 
ries, has hardened the public mind to its usurpations. Men 
have become tolerant of intolerance ; and, among many nations 
of Christendom, the common idea of religious freedom is satis- 
fied by an exemption from fine and imprisonment for religious 
belief. They have not yet reached the conception of equal 
privileges and franchises for all. Doubtless the time will come 
when any inlerfereiicc, either by positive infliction or by legal 
disability, with another man's conscience in religious concern- 
ments, so long as he molests no one by the exercise of his faith, 
will be regarded as the crowning and superemineut act of guilt 
which one human being can perpetrate against another. But 
this time is far from having yet arrived, and nations otherwise 
equally enlightened are at very different distances from this 
moral goal. The oppressed, on succeeding to power, are prone 
to become oppressors in their turn, and to forget, as victors, 
the lessons, which, as victims, they had learned. 

The Colonial, Provincial, and State history of Massachusetts 
shows by what slow degrees the rigor of our own laws was 
relaxed, as the day-star of religious freedom slowly arose afler 
the long, black midnight of the past. It was not, indeed, until 
a very recent period, that all vestige of legal penalty or coer- 
cion was obliterated from our statute-book, aud all sects and 
denominations were placed upon a fooling of absolute equality 
in the eye of the law. Until the ninth day of April, 1821, no 
person in Massachusetts was eligible to the office of governor, 
lieutenant-governor, or councillor, or to that of senator, or rep- 
resentative in the General Court, unless he would make oath to 
a belief in the particuhu*.form Qf ireligion adopted and sane* 
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tioned by the State. And until the eleventh day of November. 
1833, every citizen was taxable, by the constitution and laws of 
the State, for the support of the Protestant religion, whether he 
were a Protestant, a Catholic, or a believer in any other faith. 
Nor was it until the tenth day of March, 1827 (St. 1826, ch. 
143, § 7), that it was made unlawful to use the common schools 
of the State as the means of proselyting children to a belief in 
the doctrines of particular sects, whether their parents believed 
in those doctrines or not. 

All know the energetic tendency of men's minds to continue 
in a course to which long habit has accustomed them. The 
same law is as true in regard to institutions administered 
by bodies of men as in regard to individual minds. The doc* 
trine of momentum, or head-way, belongs to metaphysics as 
much as to mechanics. A statute may be enacted, and may 
even be executed by the courts, long before it is ratified and 
enforced by public opinion. Within the last few years, how 
many examples of this truth has the cause of temperance fur- 
nished ! And such was the case in regard to the law of 1827, 
prohibiting sectarian instruction in our public schools. It was 
not easy for committees at once to withdraw or to exclude the 
books, nor for teachers to renounce the habits, by which this 
kind of instruction had been given. Hence, more than ten 
years subsequent to the passage of that law, at the time when 
I made my first educational and official circuits over the State, 
I found books in the schools as strictly and exclusively doo 
tnnal as any on the shelves of a theological library. I heard 
teachers giving oral instruction as strictly and purely doctrinal 
as any ever heard from the pulpit or from the professor's chair. 
And more than this : I have now in my possession printed 
directions, given by committee-men to teachers, enjoining upon 
them the use of a catechism in school, which is wholly de- 
voted to an exposition of the doctrines of one of the denomina- 
tions amongst us. These directions bear date a dozen years 
subsequent to the prohibitory law above referred to. I pur- 
posely forbear to intimate what doctrine or what denominatiou 
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was ^^ favored** in the language of the law, by these means, 
because I desire to have this statement as impersonal as it 
can be. 

In tlie first place, then, I believed these proceedings not 
only to be wholly unwarranted by law, but to be in plain con- 
travention of law. And, in the next place, the legislature had 
made it the express duty of the Secretary, " diligently to 
apply himself to the object of collecting information of the 
condition of the public schools [throughout the State], of 
the fulfilment of the duties of their office by all members of 
the school-committees of all the towns, and the circumstances 
of the several school-districts in regard to all the subjects 
of teachers, pupils, books, apparatus, and methods of educa- 
tion," and so forth. I believed then, as now, that religious 
instruction in our schools, to the extent which the constitution 
and laws of the State allowed and prescribed, was indispensa- 
ble to their highest welfare, and essential to the vitality of 
moral education. Then as now, also, I believed that sectarian 
books and sectarian instruction, if their encroachments were 
not resisted, would prove the overthrow of the schools. 
While, on the one hand, therefore, I deplored, in language 
as earnest and solemn as I was capable of commanding, the 
insufficiency of moral and religious instruction given in the 
schools ; on the other hand, instead of detailing what I be- 
lieved to be infractions of the law in regard to sectarian 
instruction, I endeavored to set forth what was supposed to be 
the true meaning and intent of the law. Such a general 
statement of legal limitations and prohibitions, instead of a 
specific arraignment of teachers or of committees for disre- 
garding them, I judged to be the milder and more eligible 
course. Less I could not do, and discharge the duty which 
the law had expressly enjoined upon me. More I deemed it 
unadvisable to do, lest transgressors should take offijuce at what 
they might deem to be an unnecessary personal exposure. 
And, further, I had confidence, that when the law itself, and 
the reasons of equity and public policy on which it was founded 
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should be better understood, all violations of it would cease. 
Every word of my early Reports having any reference to this 
subject was read in the presence of the Board, on which sat 
able lawyers and distinguished clergymen of different denomi- 
nations ; and no word of exception was ever taken to the views 
there presented, either on the ground that they were contrary 
to law, or had any sinister or objectionable tendency. 

No person, then, in the wliole community, could have been 
more surprised or grieved than myself at finding my views in 
reirard to tlie extent and the limitation of religious instruction 
in our public schools attributed to a hostility to religion itself, 
or a hostility to the Scriptures, which are the " lively oracles ** 
of the Christian's faith. As the Board was implicated with 
me in these charges (they never having dissented from my 
views, and continuing to re-elect me annually to the office of 
Secretary), it is well known to its earlier members that I 
urged the propriety of their meeting these charges with a pub- 
lic and explicit denial of their truth. In so grave a matter, I 
did not think that a refutation of the calumny would derogate 
from their dignity, but only evince the sensitiveness of their 
moral feelings, and the firmness of their moral principles. 
Such was the course pursued by the Board of Commissioners 
of Education in Ireland, composed of some of the most pious 
and elevated dignitaries in both communions, and at whose 
head was that most able and venerable prelate. Archbishop 
Whately. When their conduct was assailed, and their mo- 
tives impugned, because they refused to turn the national 
schools into engines for proselyting from one sect to another, 
they met the charges from year to year in their Annual 
Reports, and finally discomfited and put to shame their bi^'^oted 
assailants. 

To my suggestion in regard to vindicatory measures, the 
reply was, that, as the charges were groundless, they probably 
would be temporary ; and that a formal reply to the accusa- 
tions might bestow an undeserved importance upon the accus- 
ers. Were it not that the opinioQ of the Board, at that time. 
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did not coincide with my own, I should still thiok that an early, 
temperate, but decided refutation, by the Board itself, of the 
charges against them, and against the system administered hy 
them or under their auspices, would have been greatly pre- 
ventive of evil, and fruitful of good. The prc-occupancy of the 
public mind with error on so important a subject is an un- 
speakable calamity ; and errors (hat derive their support from 
religious views are among the most invincible. But different 
counsels prevailed ; and for several years, in certain quarters, 
suspicions continued rife. I was made to see, and deeply to 
feel, their disastrous and alienating influence as I travelled 
about the State ; sometimes withdrawing the hand of needed 
assistance, and sometimes, when conduct extorted approval, 
impeaching the motives that prompted it. For no cause, not 
dearer to me than life itself, could I ever have persevered, amid 
the trials and anxieties, and against the obstacles, that beset my 
path. But I felt that there is a profound gratification in stand- 
ing by a good cause in the hour of its adversity. I believed 
there must be a deeper pleasure in following truth to the scaf- 
fold than in shouting in the retinue where error triumphs. I 
felt, too, a religious confidence that truth would ultimately 
prevail ; and that it was my duty to labor in the spirit of a 
genuine disciple, who toils on with equal diligence and alacrity, 
whether his cause is to be crowned with success in his own 
lifetime, or only at the end of a thousand years. And, as the 
complement of all other motives, I felt that a true education 
would be among the most efficient of means to prevent the 
re-appearance, in another generation, of such an aggressive and 
unscrupulous opposition as the Board and myself were suffer- 
ing under in this. 

After years of endurance, after suffering under misconstruc- 
tions of conduct, and the imputation of motives whose edge is 
sharper than a knife, it was at my suggestion, and by making 
use of materials which I had laboriously collected, that the 
Board made its Eighth Annual Report, — a document said to bo 
the ablest argument in favor of the use of the Bible in schooli 
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anywhere to bo found. Tliis Report had my full concurrence. 
Since its appearance, I have always referred to it as explana- 
tory of the views of the Board, and as setting forth the law of 
a wise coinraonwealth and the policy of a Chrfbtian people. 
Olficially and unofficially, publicly and privately, in tlieory and 
in practice, my course has always been in conformity with its 
doctrines. And I avail myself of this, the last opportunity 
which I may ever have, to say, -in regard to all affirmations or 
intimations that I have ever attempted to exclude religious 
iustructiou from school, or to exclude the Bible from school, 
or to impair the force of that volume, that they are now, 
and always have been, without substance or semblance of 
truth. 

^But it may still be said, and it is said, that however sin- 
cere, or however religiously disposed, the advocates of our 
school-system may be, still the character of the system is not 
to be determined by the number nor by the sincerity of its 
defenders, but by its own inherent attributes ; and that, if 
judged by these attributes, it is, in fact and in truth, an irreli- 
gious, an un-Christian, and an anti-Christian system. Having 
devoted the best part of my life to the promotion of this sys- 
tem, and believing it to be the ouly system which ought to 
prevail, or can permanently prevail, in any free country, I am 
not content to see it suffiir, unrelieved, beneath the weight of 
imputatious so grievous ; nor is it right that any hostile system 
should be built up by so gross a misrepresentation of ours. 
That our public schools are not theological seminaries, is ad- 
mitted. That they are debarred by law from inculcating the pe- 
culiar and distinctive doctrines of any one religious denomination 
amongst us, is claimed ; and that they arc also prohibited from 
ever teaching that what they do teach is the whole of religion, 
or all that is essential to religion or to salvation, is equally 
certain. But our system earnestly inculcates all Christian 
morals ; it founds its morals on the basis of religion ; it wel- 
comes the religion of the Bible ; and, in receiving the Bible, it 
allows it to do what it is allowed to do in no other system, — 
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to speak for ttaelf. But here it stops, not because it claims to 
have compassed all truth, but because it disclaims to act as an 
umpire between hostile religious opinions. ' 

The very lerms "public school" and "common school" bear 
upon their face that they are schools which the children of the 
entire community may attend. Every man not on the pauper- 
list is taxed for their support ; but he is not taxed to support 
them as special religious institutions : if he were, it would 
satisfy at once the largest definition of a religious establish- 
ment. But he is taxed to support them as a preventive means 
against dishonesty, against fraud, and against violence, on the 
same principle that he is taxed to support criminal courts as a 
punitive means against the same offences. He is taxed to sup- 
port schools, on the same principle that he is taxed to support 
paupers, — because a child without education is poorer and more 
wretched than a man without bread. He is taxed to support 
schools, on the same principle that he would be taxed to defend 
the nation against foreign invasion, or against rapine committed 
by a foreign foe, — because the general prevalence of ignorance, 
superstition, and vice, will breed Goth and Vandal at home 
more fatal to the public well-being than any Goth or Vandal 
from abroad. And, finally, he is taxed to support schools, 
because they are the most effective means of developing and 
training those powers and faculties in a child, by which, when 
he becomes a man, he may understand what his highest inter- 
ests and his highest duties are, and may be in fact, and not in 
name only, a free agent. The elements of a political educa- 
tion are not bestowed upon any school child for the purpose 
of making him vote with this or that political party when he 
becomes of age, but for the purpose of enabling him to choose 
for himself with which party he will vote. So the religious 
education which a child receives at school is not imparted to 
him for the purpose of making him joiu this or that denomina- 
tion when he arrives at years of discretion, but for the purpose 
of enabling him to judge for himself, according to the dictates 
of his own reason and conscience, what his religious obiigationa 
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are, and whither they lead. But if a man is taxed to support 
a school where religious doctrines are inculcated which he be- 
lieves to bo false, and which he believes that God condemns, 
then he is excluded from the school by the divine law, at the 
same time that he is compelled to support it by the human law. 
This is a double wrong. It is politically wrong, because, if 
such a man educates his children at all, he must educate them 
elsewhere, and thus pay two taxes, while some of his neighbors 
pay less than their due proportion of one ; and it is religiously 
wrong, because he is constrained by human power to promote 
what he believes the divine power forbids. The principle 
involved in such a course is pregnant with all tyrannical conse- 
quences. It is broad enough to sustain any claim of ecclesias- 
tical domination ever made in the darkest ages of the world. 
Every religious persecution since the time of Constantine may 
find its warrant in it, and can bo legitimately defended upon it. 
If a man's estate may be taken from him to pay for teaching a 
creed which he believes to be false, his children can be takea 
from him to be taught the same creed ; and he, too, may be 
punished to any extent for not voluntarily surrendering both 
his estate and his offspring. If his children can be compulso- 
rily taken, and taught to believe a creed which the parent disbe- 
lieves, then the parent can be compulsorily taken, and made to 
subscribe the same creed. And, in regard to the extent of the 
penalties which may be invoked to compel conformity, there is 
no stopping-place between taking a penny and inflicting perdi- 
tion. It is only necessary to call a man's reason and conscience 
and religious faith by the name of recusancy or contumacy or 
heresy, and so to inscribe them on the statute-book, and then the 
non-conformist or dissenter may be subdued by steel or cord 
or fbrc ; by anathema and excommunication in this life, and the 
terrors of endless perdition in the next. Surely that system 
cannot be an irreligious, an anti-Christian, or an un-Christiau 
one, whose first and cardinal principle it is to recognize and 
protect the highest and dearest of all human interests and of 
all human rights. 
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Again : it seems almost too clear for exposition, that our sys- 
tem, in one of its most essential features, is not only not an 
irreligious one, but that it is more strictly religious than any 
other which has ever yet been adopted. Every intelligent man 
understands what is meant by the term " jurisdiction." It is 
the rightful authority which one person, or one body of men, 
exercises over another person or persons. Every intelligent 
man understands that there are some things which are within 
the jurisdiction of government, and other things which are not 
within it. As Americans, wo understand that there is a lino 
dividing the jurisdiction of the State governments from the 
jurisdiction of the Federal government, and that it is a viola- 
tion of the constitutions of both for either to invade the legiti- 
mate sphere of action which belongs to the other. We all 
understand, that neither any State in this Union, nor the Union 
itself, has any right of interference between the British sover- 
eign and a British subject, or between the French government 
and a citizen of France. Let this doctrine be applied to the 
relations which our fellow-citizens bear to the rulers who have 
authority over them. Primarily, religious rights embrace the 
relations between the creature and the Creator, just as political 
rights embrace the relations between subject and sovereign, or 
between a free citizen and the government of his choice, and 
just as parental rights embrace the relation between parent 
and cliild. Rights, therefore, which are strictly religious, lie 
out jf and beyond the jurisdiction of civil governments. They 
belong exclusively to the jurisdiction of the divine government. 
If, then, the State of Massachusetts has no right of forcible 
interference between an Englishman or a Frenchman, and the 
English or French government, still less, far less, has it any 
right of i'orcible interference between the soul of man and the 
King and Lord to whom that soul owes undivi<led and supreme 
allegiance. Civil society may exist, or it may cease to exist. 
Civil government may continue for centuries in the hands of 
the same dynasty, or it may change hands, by revolution, with 
every new moon. The man outcast and outlawed to-day, and 
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to whom, therefore, we owe no obedience, may be rightfully 
installed in office to-morrow, and may then require submission 
to his legitimate authority. The civil governor may resign or 
be deposed ; the framework of the government may be changed, 
or its laws altered ; so that the duty of allegiance to a temporal 
sovereign may have a succession of new objects, or a succes- 
sion of new definitions. But the relation of man to his Maker 
never changes. Its object and its obligations are immutable. 
The jurisdiction which God exercises over the religious obliga- 
tions which his rational and accountable offspring owe to him 
excludes human jurisdiction. And hence it is that religious 
rights are inalienable rights. Hence, also, it is, that it is an 
infinitely greater offence to invade the special and exclusive 
jurisdiction which the Creator claims over the consciences and 
hearts of men than it would be to invade the jurisdiction which 
any foreign nation rightfully possesses over its own subjects or 
citizens. The latter would be only an offence against interna- 
tional law ; the former is treason against the majesty of 
Heaven. The one violates secular and temporal rights only ; 
the other violates sacred and eternal ones. When the British 
government passed its various statutes of prcBmunire^ as they 
were called, — statutes to prevent the Roman pontiff from 
interfering between the British sovereign and the British sub- 
ject, — it was itself constantly enacting and enforcing laws 
which interfered between the Sovereign of the universe and his 
subjects upon earth, far more directly and aggressively than 
any edict of the Roman see ever interfered with any allegiance 
due from a British subject to the self-styled defender of the 
faith. 

It was in consequence of laws that invaded the direct and 
exclusive jurisdiction which our Father in heaven exercises 
over his children upon earth, that the Pilgrims fled from their 
native land to that which is the land of our nativity. They 
sought a residence so remote and so inaccessible, in the hope 
that the prerogatives of the Divine Magistrate might no longer 
he set at nought by the usurpations of the civil power. Was it 
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Dot an irreligious and nu impious act on tho part of the British 
govcrnincDt to pursue our ancestors with such cruel peuuhie? 
and privations us to drive them into banishment? Was it not 
a religious and a pious act in the Pilgrim Fathers to seek a 
place of refuge where tho arm of earthly power could neither 
restrain them from worshipping God in the manner which thej 
hi'lieved to be most acceptable to him, nor command their wor- 
8. lip in a nuinner believed to be unacceptable? And if it was 
irreligious in the British government to violate freedom of coa- 
E^i'ience in the case of our forefathers two centuries ago, theu it 
is more flagrantly irreligious to repeat the oppression in this 
laore enlightened age of the w^orld. If it was a religious act 
in our forefathers to escape from ecclesiastical tyranny, then it 
must be in the strictest conformity to religion for us to abstain 
from all religious oppression over others, and to oppose it 
wherever it is threatened. And this abstinence from religious 
oppression, this acknowledgment of tho rights of others, this 
explicit recognition and avowal of tho supreme and exclusive 
jurisdiction of Heaven, and this denial of the right of aiv^r 
earthly power to encroach upon that jurisdiction, is precisely 
what the Massachusetts school-system purports to do in theory 
and what it does actually in practice. Hence I infer that our 
system is not an irreligious one, but is iu tho strictest accord- 
ance with religion and its obligations. 
/It is still easier to prove that the Massachusetts school-s>c»- 
tem is not anti-Christian nor uu-Christian. The Bible is tho 
acknowledged expositor of Christianity. In strictness, Chris- 
tianity has no other authoritative expounder. This Bible is in 
our common schools by common consent. Twelve years ago, 
it was not iu all the schools. Contrary to the genius of our 
government, if not contrary to the express letter of the law, it 
hud been used for sectarian purposes, — to prove one sect to bo 
right, and others to be wrong. Hence it had been excluded 
froiu the schools of some towns by an express vote. But since 
the law, and the reasons on which it is founded, have been more 
fully explaiued and better understood, and ;5iuce sectariao 
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instmction has, to a great extent, ceased to be given, the Bible 
has been restored. I am not aware of the existence of a siogle 
town in the State in whose schools it is not now introduced, 
either by a direct vote of the school-committee, or by such 
general desire and acquiescence as supersede the necessity of a 
vote. In all my intercourse for twelve years, whether personal 
or by letter, with all the school-oflicers in the State, and with 
tens of thousands of individuals in it, I have never heard an 
objection made to the use of the Bible in school, except in one 
or two instances ; and, in those cases, the objection was put upop 
the ground tliat daily familiarity with the book in school would 
tend to impair a reverence for ity 

/ If the Bible, then, is the exponent of Christianity ; if the 
Bible contains the communications, precepts, and doctrines 
which make up the religious system called and known as 
Christianity ; if the Bible makes known those truths, whichj 
according to the faith of Cliristiaus, are able to make men wise 
unto salvation ; and if this Bible is in the scliools, -^ how caa 
it be said that Christianity is excluded from the schools? or how 
can it be said that the school-system which adopts and uses the 
Bible is an anti-Christian or an un-Christian system? If that 
which is the acknowledged exponent and basis of Christianity 
is in the schools, by what tergiversation in language, or paralo* 
gism in logic, can Christianity be said to be shut out from the 
schools ?\ If the Old Testament were in the schools, could a 
Jew complain that Judaism was excluded from tliem? If the 
Koran were read regularly and reverently in the scliools, could 
a Mahometan say that Maiiometanism was excluded ? Or, if 
the Mormon Bible were in the schools, could it be said that 
Mormouism was excluded from them? 

/Is it not, indeed, too plain to require the formality of a syl- 
logism, that if any man's creed is to be found in the Bible, and 
the Bible is in the schools, then that man's creed is in the 
schools? This seems even plainer than the proposition, that 
two and two make four ; that is, we can conceive of a creature 
sA low down in the scale of intelligencei that be could not see 
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what sum would be produced by adding two and two together, 
who still could not fail to see, that, if a certain system called 
Christianity were contained in and inseparable from a certain 
book called the Bible, then, wherever the Bible might go, there 
the system of Christianity must be.^ If a vase of purest ala- 
baster, filled with myrrh and frankincense and precious oint- 
ments, were in the school, would not their perfumes be there 
also? And would the beautiful vase, and the sweet aroma of 
spice and unguent, be any more truly there, if some concocter 
of odors, such as Nature never made, should insist upon satu- 
'rating the air with the products of his own distillations, which, 
though pleasant to his idiosyncrasy, would be nauseous to every- 
body else ? But if a man is conscious or suspicious that his 
'creed is not in the Bible, but resolves that it shall be in the 
schools at any rate, then it is easy to see that he has a motive 
either to exclude the Bible from schooK or to introduce some 
other book, or some oral interpreter in company with it, to 
misconstrue and override it. If the Bible is in the schools, we 
can see a reason why a Jew, who disbelieves in the mission of 
our Saviour, or a Mahometan, who believes in that of the 
Prophet, should desire, by oral instruction or catechism or 
otherwise, to foist in his own views, and thereby smother all 
conflicting views ; but even they would not dare to say that the 
schools where the Bible was found were either anti-Christian 
or un-Christian. So far from this, if they were candid, they 
would acknowledge that the system of Christianity was in the 
'schools, and that they wished to neutralize and discard it by 
hostile means.^ 

And further: our law explicitly and solemnly enjoins it 
•^ upon all teachers, without any exception, " to exert their best 
endeavors to impress on the minds of children and youth com- 
mitted to their care and instruction the principles of piety, 
justice, and a sacred regard to truth, love to their country, 
humanity, and universal benevolence, sobriety, industry, and 
frugality, chastity, moderation, and temperance, and those 
other virtues which are the ornament of human society, and 
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the basis upon which a republicaa constitution is founded." 
Are not these virtues and graces part and parcel of Chris- 
tianity? In other words, can there be Christianity without 
them? While these virtues and these duties towards God and 
man are inculcated in our schools, any one who says that the 
schools are anti-Christian or un-Christian expressly afHrms 
that his own system of Christianity does not embrace any one 
of this radiant catalogue ; that it rejects them all ; that it cm- 
bra cq« their opposites. 

And further still : our system makes it the exproi^ duty of 
all the ^^ resident ministers of the gospel " to bring all the 
children within the moral and Christian inculcations above 
enumerated ; so that ho who avers that our system is an anti- 
Christian or an uu-Christian one avers that it is both anti- 
Christian and un-Christian for a " minister of the gospel*' to 
promote, or labor to diffuse, the moral attributes and excel- 
lences which the statute so earnestly enjoins. 

So far, the argument has been of an affirmative character. 
Its scope and purpose show, or at least tend to show, hy direct 
proofs that the school-system of Massachusetts is not an anti- 
Christian nor an un-Christian system. But there is still an- 
other mode of proof. The truth of a proposition may be estab- 
lished by showing the falsity or absurdity of all conflicting 
propositions. So far as this method can be applied to moral 
questions, its aid may safely be invoked here. 

What are the otlier courses which the State of Massachu- 
setts might adopt or sanction in relation to the education of its 
youth ? They are these four : — 

- 1. It might establish schools, but expressly exclude all reli- 
gious instruction from them, making them merely schools for 
secular instruction. 

2. It might adopt a course directly the reverse of this. It 
might define and prescribe a system of religion for the schools, 
and appoint the teachers and officers, whose duty it should be 
to carry out that system. 

3. It might establish schools by law, and empower each 
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religious sect, whenever and wherever it could get a majority, 
to determine what religious faith should be taught in them. 
And, 

4. It might expressly disclaim and refuse all interferencei 
with the education of tlie young, and abandon the wiiolc work 
to the hazards of private enterprise, or to parental will, ability, 
or caprice. 

1. A system of schools from which all religious instruction 
should be excluded might properly be called uu-Christian, or 
rather noutJhristian, in the same sense in which it could bo 
called non-Jewish or uou-Mahonietan ; that is, as having no 
connection with either. I do not suppose a man can be found 
in Massachusetts who would declare such a system to be his 
first choice^ 

2. Were the State to establish schools, and prescribe a sys- 
tem of religion to be taught in them, and appoint the teachers 
and olficers to superintend it, could there be any better defi- 
nition or exemplificatiou of an ecclesiastical establishment? 
Such a svstem would create at once tlie most formidable and 
terrible hierarchy ever established upon earth. It would 
plunge society back into the dark ages at one precipitation. 
The people would be compelled to worship the image which 
the government, like another Nebuchadnezzar, might set up ; 
and, for any refusal, the fiery furnace, seven times heated, would 
be their fate. And worse than this. The sacerdotal tyranny 
of the dark ages, and of more ancient as well as of more mod- 
ern times, addressed its commands to men. Against men it 
fulminated its anathemas. On men its lightnings fell. But 
men had free agency. They could sometimes escape. They 
could always resist. ,They were caj)ablc of thought. They 
had powers of endurance. Tiiey could be upheld by a sense 
of duty here, and by visions of transcending rewards and 
glories hereafter. They could proclaim truth in the gaspings 
of death, — on the scaffold, in the fire, in the interludes of the 
rack, — and leave it as a legacy and a testimony to others. 
But children have no such resources to ward off tyranny, or to 
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endure its terrors. They arc incapable of the same compro- 
hensivc survey of truth, of the same invincible resolve, of being 
inspired with an all-sustaining courage and endurance from the 
realities of another life. They would die under imprisonment. 
Affrighted at the sight of the stake, or of any of the dread ma- 
chinery of torture, they would surrender their souls to be dis- 
torted into any deformity, or mutilated into any hideousne^H• 
Before the process of starvation had gone on for a day, the} 
would swallow any belief, from Atheism to Thuggery. 

For any human government, then, to attempt to coerce and 
predetermine the religious opinions of children by law, and 
contrary to the will of their parents, is unspeakably more crimi- 
nal than the usurpation of such control over the opinions of 
men. The latter is treason against truth ; but the former is 
sacrilege. As the worst of all crimes against cliastity are 
those which debauch the infant victim before she knows what 
chastity is, so tlie worst of all crimes against religious truth 
are those which forcibly close up the avenues and bar the doors 
that lead to the forum of reason and conscience. Tlie spirit of 
ecclesiastical domination in modern times, finding that the 
principles of men arc too strong for it, is attempting the seduc- 
tion of children. Fearing the opinions that may be developed 
by mature reflection, it anticipates and forestalls those opin- 
ions, and seeks to imprint upon the ignorance and receptiveness 
of childhood the convictions which it could never fasten upon 
the minds of men in their maturity. As an instance of this, the 
" Factories Bill," so called, which, in the year 1843, was sub- 
mitted by Sir James Graham to the British Parliament, may 
be cited. Among other things, this bill provided that schools 
should be established in manufacturing districts, under the 
auspices of the nation, and partly at its expense. These 
schools were to be placed under the immediate superintendence 
and visitation of officers appointed by the government. No 
teacher was to be eligible, unless approved by a bishop or arch 
bishop. Any parent who hired out his child to work in a 
&ctory for half a day, unless he should go to this sectarian or 
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govcrnmeut school the oilier half of the day, was to be tined ; 
and, for non-payment of the fine, imprisonment was the legal 
consequence. So any overseer or factory proprietor, who 
should employ a child for half a day who did not attend 
school the other half, was also subject to a fine ; and, of course, 
to imprisonment, if the fine were not paid. It did not at all 
alter the principle, that in a few excepted cases, owing to the 
peculiar nature of the work, the children were allowed to 
prosecute it for a whole day, or for two or three days in suc- 
cession ; because, just so long as they were permitted to work, 
just so long were they required to go to the school after the 
work. Nor, in the great majority of cases, was it any mitiga- 
tion of the plan, that, if the parents would provide a separate 
school for their children at their own expense, they might send 
to it ; because not one in ten of tlie operatives had either time 
or knowledge to found such a school, or pecuniary ability to 
pay its expenses if it were founded. The direct object and 
effect, therefore, of the proposed law, were to compel children 
to attend the government school, and to be taught the govern- 
ment- religion, under the penalty of starvation or the poor- 
house. Children were debarred from a morsel of bread, unless 
they took it saturated with the government theology. 

Now, to the moral sentiments of every lover of truth, of 
every lover of freedom for the human soul, is there not a mean- 
ness, is there not an infamy, in such a law, compared with 
which the bloody statutes of Elizabeth and Mary were mag- 
nanimous and honorable ? To bring the awful forces of goveru- 
nient to bear upon and to crusli such lofty and indomitable 
souls as those of Latimer and Cranmer, of Ridley and Rogers, 
one would suppose to be diabolical enough to satisfy the worst 
spirits in the worst regions of the universe ; but for a govern- 
ment to doom its children to starvation unless they will say its 
catechism, and to imprison the parent, and compel him to near 
the wailings of his own famishing offspring, — compel him to 
see thcui perish, physically by starvation, or morally by igno- 
rance, unless he will consent that they shall be taught such 
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religious doctrines as he believes will be a peril and a de« 
structiou to their immortal souls, — is it not the essence of all 
tyrannies, of all crimes, and of all baseness, concreted into 
one? 

Such a system as this stands in the strongest possible con- 
trast to the Massachusetts system. Will those who call our 
systam un-Christian and anti-Christian adopt and practise this 
system as Christian and religious? 

3. As a third method, the government might establish schools 
by law, and empower each religious sect, whenever and wher- 
ever it could get a majority, to determine what religious faith 
should be taught in them. 

Under such a system, each sect would demand that its own 
faith should be inculcated in all the schools, and this on the 
clear and simple ground that such faith is the only true one. 
Each differing faith believed in by all the other sects, must, of 
course, be excluded from the schools ; and this on the equally 
clear and simple ground that there can be but one true faith : 
and which that is has already been determined, and is no 
longer an open question. Under such a system, it will not 
suflice to have the Bible in the schools to speak for itself. 
Each sect will rise up, and virtually say, "Although the Bible 
from Genesis to Revelation is in the schools, yet its true mean- 
ing and doctrines are not there : Christianity is not there, unless 
our commentary, our creed, or our catechism, is there also. A 
revelation from God is not sufficient. Our commentary or our 
teacher must go with it to reveal what the revelation means. 
Our book or our teacher must be superadded to the Bible, as 
an appendix or an erratum is subjoined at the end of a volume 
to supply oversights and deficiencies, and to rectify the errors 
of the text. It is not sufficient that the Holy Ghost has spoken 
by the mouth of David ; it is not sufficient that God has 
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets which have been 
»'iiice the world began ; it is not sufficient that you have the 
words of one who spoke as never man spake : all this leaves 
you in fatal ignorance and error, unless you have out 
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^addenda* and ^corrigenda,* — our things to be supplied, 
and things to be corrected. Nay, we aflirm, that, without our 
interpretation and explanation of the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints, all that the Holy Ghost and God and 
Chriit have promulgated, and taught to men, still leaves your 
system an un-Christian and an anti-Christian system. To accept 
a revelation directly from Jehovah is not enough. His revela- 
tion must pass through our hands ; his infinite Mind must be 
measured and squared by our minds : we have sat in council 
over his law, his promises, and his threatenings, and ha\e 
decided, definitively, uuappealably, and forever, upon the only 
true interpretation of them all. Your schools may be like the 
noble Bereans, searching the Scriptures daily; but, unless the 
result of those searchings have our countersign and indorse- 
ment, those schools are un-Christian and anti-Christian." 

Now, it is almost too obvious to be mentioned, that such a 
claim as the above reduces society at once to this dilemma : if 
one religious sect is authorized to advance it for itself, then all 
other sects arc equally authorized to do the same thing for 
themselves. The right being equal among all the sects, and each 
sect being equally certain and equally determined, what shall 
be done? Will not each sect, acting under religious impulses, 
— which arc the strongest impulses that ever animate the 
breast of man, — will not each sect do its utmost to establish 
its supremacy in all the schools? Will not the heats and ani- 
mosities engendered in families and among neighbors burst 
forth with a devouring fire in the primary or district school- 
meetings? and, when the inflammable materials of all the dis- 
trict-meetings are gathered together in the town-meeting, what 
can quell or quench the flames till the zealots themselves are 
consumed in the conflagration they have kindled? Why would 
not all those machinations and oppressions be resorted to, iu 
order to obtain the ascendency, if religious proselytism should 
be legalized in the schools, which would be resorted to, as I 
have eudeavoreil, in a preceding part of this Report, to explain, 
if political proselytism were permitted iu the schools ? Suppose, 
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at last, that different sects should obtain predominance in dif- 
ferent schools, — just as is done by different reli;rions in the 
different nations in Europe ; so that, in one school, one sys- 
tem of doctrines should be taught to the children under the 
sanctions of law as eternal truth ; and, in the neighboring 
schools, other and opposite systems should also be taught as 
eternal truth. Under such circumstances, perhaps it is not too 
much to suppose, that although some of the weaker sects 
might be crushed out of existence at once, yet that all the 
leading denominations, with their divisions and subdivisions, 
would have their representative schools. Into these, their 
respective catechisms or articles of faith would be introduced. 
And though the Bible itself might accompany them, yet, if wo 
may judge from the history of all the religious struggles by 
whicii the world has been afflicted, the Bible would become the 
incident, and the catechism or articles the principal. And if 
these various catechisms or articles do declare, as is averred 
by each party, what the Bible means, and what the Christian 
religion is, then what a piebald, heterogeneous, and self-con- 
tradictory system does Christianity become ! Suppose these 
schools to be brought nearer together, within hearing dis- 
tance of each other, how discordant are the sounds they 
utter ! Bring them under the same roof, remove partition, or 
other architectural barrier, so that they may occupy the same 
apartment, so that the classes may sit side by side ; and does 
the spectacle which they now exhibit illustrate the one indivisi- 
ble, all-glorious system of Christianity? or is it the return of 
Babel ? Would such a system as this be called Christian by 
those who denounce our system as anti-Christian ? 

Is there not, on' the contrary, an unspeakable value in the 
fact, that, under the Massachusetts system, the Bible is allowed 
to speak for itself? Under a system opposite to ours, this right 
of spcakiug for itself would never be vouchsafed to it. And 
how narrow is the distance between those who would never 
allow the Bible to be read by the people at all, and those who 
will allow it to be read only in the presence of a government 
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interpreter ! If governmeut aad teachers really believe the 
Bible to be the word of God, — as strictly and literally given 
by his inspiration as the tables of the law which Moses 
brought down from the mount were written by his finger, — 
then they cannot deny, that, when the Bible is read, God 
speaks, just as literally and truly as an orator or a poet 
speaks when his oration or his poem is rehearsed. With this 
belief, it is no figure of speech to say, when the lids of the 
Bible are opened in school that its oracles may be uttered, that 
the lips of Jehovah are opened that he may commune with all 
his children, of whatever faith, who may be there assembled. 
Is that a time and an occasion for a worm of the dust, a crea- 
ture of yesterday, to rush in and close the book, and silence the 
Eternal Que, that he may substitute some form of faith of his 
own, — some form, either received from tradition, or reasoned 
out or guessed out by his fallible faculties, — and impose it 
upon tlie children as the plainer and better word of God? 
Or when the allotted hour for religious instruction comes, or 
the desire arises in the teacher's mind that the children of the 
school should hold communion with their heavenly Father, 
suppose that Father, instead of the medium of the Bible, should 
send au augel from his throne to make known to them his 
commands and his benedictions by living lips and in celestial 
words. Would that be a time for the chiefs of twenty differ- 
ent sects to rush in with their twenty diff*erent catechisms, and 
thrust the heavenly messenger aside, and struggle to see which 
could out-vociferate the rest in proclaiming what the visitant 
from on high was about to declare ? | 

( I hold it, theu, to be one of the excellences, one of the moral 
beauties, of tlie Massachusetts system, that there is one place 
in the laud where the children of all the different denomina- 
tions are brought together for iustructiou, where the Bible is 
allowed to speak for itself; one phice where the children can 
kueol at a conmioa altar, and feel that they have a common 
Father, and where the services of religion tend to create 
brot tiers, aud not Ishmaelites.) If this be so, theu it does vio- 
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leDce to truth to call our system anti-Christian or tin-Chris- 
tian. 

Thus far, under this head, I have supposed that the different 
sects, in their contests for supremacy, would keep the peace. 
But every page in the history of polemic struggles shows such 
a supposition to be delusive. In the contests for victory, suc- 
cess would lead to haughtiness, and defeat to revenge. Affini- 
ties and repulsions would gather men into bodies : these bodies 
would become battalions, and would set themselves in hostile 
array against each other. Weakness of argument would re-en- 
force itself by strength of arm ; and the hostile parties would 
appeal from the tribunal of reason to the arbitrament of war. 
But after cities had been burned, and men slaughtered by 
thousands, and every diabolical passion in the human breast 
satiated, and the combatants were forced, from mere exhaus- 
tion, to rest upon their arms, it would be found, on a re-exami- 
nation of the controverted grounds, that not a rule of interpre- 
tation had been altered, not the tense of a single verb in any 
disputed text had been changed, not a Hebrew point nor a 
Greek article had been added or taken away, but that every 
subject of dispute remained as unsettled and uncertain as be- 
fore. Is any system, which, by the law of the human passions, 
leads to such results, either Christian or religious ? 

4. One other system, if it may be so called, is supposable ; 
and this exhausts the number of those which stand in direct 
conflict with ours. It is this : Government might expressly 
disclaim and refuse all interference with the education of the 
young, abandoning the whole work to the hazards of private 
enterprise, or to parental will, ability, or caprice. 

The first effect of this course would be the abandonment of 
a large portion of the children of every community to hopeless 
and inevitable ignorance. Even with all the aids, incitements, 
and bounties now bestowed upon education by the most en- 
lightened States in this Union, there exists a perilous and a 
growing body of ignorance, animated by the soul of vice. 
Were government systems to be abolished, and all government 
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-iuB 10 De withdrawD, ihe uumber of American chihiren, wlio, 
ia llie next gcncrution, would bo doomcil to all tlie wains ua<l 
woca that caa come in tlie train of i^moniace und error, would 
Ite couQiBtl by luiUioas. ThU abaodoacd portion of (lie coin- 
miiuily would bo left, without any of ihe rc^tniiois of cduca- 
tioQ, to work out the infiaitc posaibilitius of huinau depravity, 
lu llie more favored paria of tlio couulry, the rich might edu- 
cate their own children ; although it is well kiioiva. even now, 
that, liiroLighout cxieuaive regions of tlic Souih aud West, the 
best education which wealth can procure is mca,!j;rc auil slinted, 
»nd alloyed with much error. The " parochial " or " secta- 
rian " Bysiom nii^ht effect aomeihiag in populous plaees ; biit 
what could it do in rural districts, where so vast a proportion 
of all the iuhubitttQta of this country reside? In speaking of 
the difHcullie^ of cstabliahing schools at the West, Miss Beeclier 
gives an accouut of a single village which she fouii<I there, con- 
sisting of only four hundred inhabitants, where there were 
fourteen different deaomi nations. "Of the most numcroua 
portions of these," she says, " each was jealous lest another 
should start a church first, and draw in the rest. Tiio result 
was, neither church nor Sunday school of any kind was iu 
existence." Of another place she says, " I found two of the 
most influential citizens arrayed agaiust each ollii.>r, and sup- 
ported by contending partiaaus, so that wjmlcver school ouo 
poniou patronized Ihe other would oppose. The result was, 
no school could be raised large enough to support niiy Iciichcr." 
And again : " In another large town, I was inCornit'd by one 
of the clergymen that no less than twenty diffeienl teachers 
opened schools and gave them up in about iiix monihs." 

In a popnUitiou of four hundred, there would be about one 
hundred children who ought to attend school; although tins 
proportion, on an average of the whole counlry, is nearly three- 
fold the number of actual attendants. One hundred childreu 
would furnish the materials for a good scliool, but, divided 
between fourteen different schools, would give only seven cbiU 
irsD aod one-seventh of a child to each school. How imposai- 
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ble to sustaiD schools on such a basis ! Tht more numerous 
sects, it is true, would have a larger proport.'ou ; but just so 
much less would be the proportion of the smaller sects, and 
doubtless there would be some who would be fully represented 
by the above-mentioned fraction of one-3«venth of a child. But 
let us tnlsA fho case of Massachusetts, where the population has 
a density of five times the average of the other States in the 
Uni'^'^, and let us see how iusane and suicidal would be such 
a course of policy even with us. I^eaving out all the cities. 
there are three hundred and five towns^ in Massachusetts ; and 
these comprise most of the rural and sparsely-populated portion 
of the State. These three hundred and five towns have an 
average of eleven schools (wanting a very small fraction) for 
each. Two hundred and twenty-six of these three hundred 
and five towns have a population, according to the last census, 
of less than twenty-two hundred each. If there are twenty-two 
hundred inhabitants and eleven schools in a town, each school 
represents an average of two hundred inhabitants. Including 
every child who was found in all our public schools last year, 
for any part either of the summer or winter terms, they would 
make a mean average for those terms of only forty-eight to a 
school. Now, suppose these forty-eight scholars to be divided, 
not between ^^ fourteen^*^ but only between /our different denom- 
inations, there would be but twelve to a school. Connect this 
result with the fact that Massachusetts has a population five 
times as dense as the average of the residue of the Union, and 
it will be seen, by intuition, that only in a few favored locali* 
ties could the system of " sectarian " schools be maintained. 
This obstacle might be partially overcome by a union of two or 
more sects, between whom the repelle.ioy resulting from some 
punctilios in matters of form or ceremonial observance Wx^uld 
not overcome the argument from availability ; but this union, 
having been purchased by the sacrifice of a portion of what, 
each holds to be absolute truth, why, when any one of tiie 
allies should become sufficiently powerful to stand alone, would 
it not dissolve the alliancci set up for itself, and abuudon iui 
confederates to their fate? 
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In making the aliove computation, which gives an average of 
forty-eight scholars to each school, it will be observed that all 
the schools in the State are included, — the numerously-attended 
schools of the cities as well as the small ones of the country. 
And although the number of districts in the two hundred and 
twenty-six towns whose population is less than twenty-two 
hundred each may be somewhat less than in the remaining 
seventy-nine towns, yet the fact unquestionably is, that an 
allowance of forty-eight scholars to a school is much too large 
an average for the schools in these two hundred and twenty-six, 
of the three hundred and five towns in the State. Of course, 
twelve scholars to a school would be much too large an average, 
if the schools were divided only between four different sects. 
Nor has any mention been made of the large numbers who con- 
nect themselves with no religious sect, and who, therefore, if 
united at all, would be united on the principle of opposition to 
sect. Surely the very statement of the case supersedes argu- 
ment in regard to the possibility of maintiiining schools for 
any considerable portion of the children of the country on such 
a basis. 

The calamities necessarily resulting from so partial and lim- 
ited a system as the one now under consideration would in- 
flict retributive loss and weakness upon all classes in the com- 
.munity ; but upon the children of the poor, the ignorant, and 
the unfortunate, would the blow fall with terrible severity. 
And what class of children ought we most assiduously to care 
for? Christ came to save that which would otherwise be lost. 
All good men, and all governments, so far as they imitate the 
example of Christ, strive to succor the distressed, and to re- 
claim the guilty ; in an intellectual and in a moral sense, to 
feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to visit the sick and the 
imprisoned ; amid the priceless wealth of character, to find 
the lost piece of silver ; and, amid the wanderings from the fold 
of truth, to recover the lambs. Before Heaven, it is now, to- 
day, the first duty of every government in Christendom to 
bring forward those unfortunate classes of the people, who, in 
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the march of civilization, have been Icfl in the rear. Though 
the van of society should stand still for a century, the rear 
ought to be brought up. The exterminating decree of Herod 
was parental and beneficent compared with the cruel sway of 
those rulers who dig the pit-falls of temptation along the path- 
way of children, and suffer them to fall, unwarned and unas- 
sisted, into the abysses of ruin. What, then, shall be said of 
that opposition to our system, which, should it prevail, would 
doom to remediless ignorance and vice a great majority of all 
the children in this land? Is such a system, as contradistin- 
guished from our free system, Christian and religious? 

It is a very surprising fact, but one which is authenticated by 
a report, made in the month of July last, by a committee of 
the Boston primary-schools, that, of the ten thousand one hun^ 
dred and sixty-two children belonging to said schools, five thovr 
Band one hundred and fifty-four were of foreign parentage. 
Let sectarianism be introduced into the Boston schools, or 
rather let it be understood that the schools are to bo carried 
on for the avowed purpose of building up any one of the New- 
England denominations, and what a vast proportion of these 
five thousand one hundred and fifty-four children would be im- 
mediately withdrawn from the schools ! Their parents would 
as soon permit them to go to a lazar-house as %o such schools ; 
and this, too, from the siucerest of motives. The same thing 
would prove relatively true in regard to no inconsiderable num- 
ber of the less populous cities, and of the most populous towns, 
in the State. Now, what would be the condition of such chil- 
dren at the end of twenty years? and what the condition of 
the communities which had thus cruelly closed the school- 
house-doors upon them? Would not these communities be 
morally responsible for all the degradation, the miseries, the 
vices, and the crimes consequent upon such expulsion from 
the school ? And would such a result be one of the fruits of a 
Christian and a religious system? 

But there would be another inseparable accompaniment of 
such a system. In Massachusetts, the average compeosatioD 
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paid to male teachers is very much larger than that which is 
paid in any other State in the Uoion. It is nearly double what 
is given in most of the States ; and yet, even with us, the great 
body of ambitious and aspiring young men pass by the pro- 
fession of teaching, and betake themselves to some other em- 
ployment, known to be more lucrative, and falsely supposed to 
be more honorable. How degrading, then, must be the effect 
upon the general character and competency of teachers as a 
profession, when, on the abolition of the public schools, and 
the substitution of private and sectarian schools in their stead, 
the wages of teachers, for the poorer classes, sliall be reduced 
to a pittance, and the collection of oven this pittance shall be 
precarious ! What will be the social rank and standing of 
teachers, when their customary income encourages no previous 
preparation for their work, doles out only a niggardly subsist- 
ence even while they are engaged in the service, and leaves no 
surplus for the probable wants of sickness, or the certain ones 
of age? And among whom shall the teacher seek his asso- 
ciates, when he is shunned by the learned for his want of cul- 
ture, and ridiculed for his poverty by the devotees of wealth ? 
Even in England, where the population is so dense that hardly 
a spot can be selected as a centre, which will not embrace, with- 
in a circumference of convenient distance, a sufficient number 
of children for a school, — even there, the voluntary and secta- 
rian system leaves at least two-thirds of the agricultural and 
manufacturisg classes in a state of the most deplorable igno- 
rance ; supplying them with teachers, so far as it supplies 
them with teachers at all, who fulfil the double office of per- 
petuating errors in school, and degrading the character of the 
profession out of it. 

There is another fact of fearful significance, which no one 
who has any regard for the common interests of society can 
bo pardoned for forgetting. It is known to all, that, in many 
parts of the Union, the population is so sparse, and can com- 
mand so little of ready means for paying salaries, that no rest' 
dent clergyman of any donomination is to be found throughout 
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wido districts of coimtry ; and many of those who do devote 
themselves to the spiritual welfare of tiieir fellow-men are most 
scantily provided for. If unmarried, they can barely live ; if 
they have a family, there is, oftentimes, a real scantiness of 
the comforts and necessaries of life. They have neither books 
to peruse ; nor leisure to read, even if they had books. They 
may be a pious, but they cannot be a learned clergy. At least 
in one respect, they are compelled to imitate St. Paul ; for as 
he wrouglit at his own ^' crafl " for a subsistence, so must they. 
And now, if existing means are too scanty to give a respectable 
support even to the ministry, how disastrous must be the 
effect of dividing these scanty means between the institution of 
the gospel and the institution of the school ! Will not the 
vineyard of the Lord be overgrown with weeds, will not its 
hedges be broken down, and the wild beasts of the forest make 
their lair therein, if the servants who are set to tend and to 
dress it are so few in number, and so miserably provided for? 
Is not this another criterion by which to determine whether our 
present system is not as Christian and as religious as that 
which would supplant it? 

I know of but one argument, having the semblance of plausi- 
bility, that can be urged against this feature of our system. It 
may be said, that if questions of doctrinal religion are lefl to be 
decided by men for themselves, or by parents for their children, 
numerous and grievous errors will be mingled with the instruc- 
tion. Doubtless the fact is so. If truth be one, and if many 
contradictory dogmas are taught as truth, then it is mathemati- 
cally certain that all the alleged truths but one is a falsity. 
But, though the statement is correct, the inference which is 
drawn from it in favor of a government standard of faith is 
not legitimate ; for all the religious errors which are believed in 
by the free mind of man, or which are taught by free parents 
to their children, are tolerable and covetable, compared with 
those which the patronage and the seductions of government 
can suborn men to adopt, and which the terrors of government 
can compel them to perpetuate. The errors of free minds are 
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Dot exist, in the hope, that, on the downfall of these, their sys- 
tem will succeed. The sovereign antidote against these niachi- 
uatious is free schools for all, and the right of every parent to 
determine the religious education of his children. 

This topic invites far more extended exposition ; but this 
must suffice. In bidding an official farewell to a system 
with which I have been so long connected, to which I have 
devoted my means, my strength, my health, twelve years of 
time, and, doubtless, twice that number of years from what 
might otherwise have been my term of life, I have felt bound 
to submit these brief views in its defence. In justice to my 
own uame and memory ; injustice to the Board of which I was 
originally a member, and from which I have always sought 
counsel and guidance ; and in justice to thousands of the most 
wise, upright, and religious-minded men in Massachusetts, 
who have been my fellow-laborers in advancing the great cause 
of popular education, under the auspices of this system, — I 
have felt bound to vindicate it from the aspersions cast upon it, 
and to show its consonance with the eternal principles of equity 
and justice. I have felt bound to show, that so far from its 
being an irreligious, an anti-Christian, or an un-Christian system, 
it is a system which recognizes religious obligations in their 
fullest extent; that it is a system which invokes a religious 
spirit, and can never be fitly administered without such a 
spirit ; that it inculcates the great commands upon which hang 
all the law and the prophets ; that it welcomes the Bible, and 
therefore welcomes all the doctrines which the Bible really 
contains ; and that it listens to these doctrines so reverently, 
that, for the time being, it will not suffer any rash mortal to 
thrust in his interpolations of their meaning, or overlay the text 
with any of the " many inventions " which the heart of man 
has sought out. It is a system, however, which leaves open 
ail otiier means of instruction, — the pulpits, the Sunday 
schools, the Bible classes, the catechisms, of all denominations, 
— to be employed according to the preferences of individual 
parents. It is a system which restrains itself from teaching 
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that what it does teach is all that needs to be taught, or that 
should be taught; but leaves this to be decided by each man 
for himself, according to the light of his reason and conscience, 
and on his responsibility to that Great Being, who, in holding ' 
hira to an account for the things done in the body, will hold 
him to the strictest account for the manner in which he has 
" trained up " his children. 

Such, then, in a religious point of view, is the Massachusetts 
system of common schools. Reverently it recognizes and af- 
firms the sovereign rights of the Creator, sedulously and sa- 
l/^ credly it guards the religious rights of the creature ; wliile it 
seeks to remove all hinderanccs, and to supply all furtherances, 
to a filial and paternal communion between man and his Maker. 
In a social and political sense, it is a /ree school-system. It 
knows no distinction of rich and poor, of bond and free, or be- 
tween those, who, in the imperfect light of this world, are seek* 
ing, through dificrent avenues, to reach tlie gate of heaven. 
Without money and without price, it throws open its doors, 
and spreads the table of its bounty, for all the children of the 
State. Like the sun, it shines not only upon tiie good, but 
upon the evil, that they may become good ; and, like the rain, 
its blessings descend not only upon the just, but upon the un- 
just, that their injustice may depart from them, and be known 
no more. 

To the great founders of this system we look back with 
filial reverence and love. Amid the barrenness of the land, 
and in utter destitution of wealth, they coined the rude com- 
forts, and even the necessaries, of life, into means for its gener- 
ous support. Though, as laborers by day, they subdued the 
wilderness, and, as sentinels by night, they guarded the camp, 
yet they found time for the vigilant administration and over- 
sight of the schools in the day of their infancy and weakness. 
But for this single institution, into which they transfused so 
much of their means and of their strength, and of which they 
have made us the inheritors, how different would our lot and 
our life have been ! Upon us its accumulated blessings have 
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descended. It has saved us from innumerable pains and perils 
that would otherwise have been our fate, — from the physical 
wretchedness that is impotent to work out its own relief, from 
the darkness of the intellect whose wanderings after light so 
often plunge it into deeper gloom, and from the moral debase- 
ment whose pleasures are vices and crimes. It has surrounded 
us with a profusion of comforts and blessings of which the 
most poetic imagination would never otherwise have conceived. 
It has found, not mythologic goddesses, but gigantic and tire- 
less laborers, in every stream ; not evil and vindictive spirits, 
but beneficent and helping ones, in all the elements ; and, by a 
profounder alchemy than the schoolmen ever dreamed of, it 
transmutes quarries and ice-fields into gold. It has given cun- 
ning to the hand of the mechanic, keenness to the artisan's eye, 
and made a sterile soil grow grateful beneath the skill of the 
husbandman. Hence the absence of poverty among our na- 
tive population ; hence a competency for the whole people, the 
means for mental and moral improvement, and for giving em- 
bellishment and dignity to life, such as the world has never 
known before, and such as nowhere else can be found upon 
the face of the earth. 

How divinely wise were our Pilgrim Fathers when they 
foresaw, that, if they could give knowledge and virtue to their 
children, they gave them all things I Wonder and admiration 
seize us as we reflect upon the vastness of the results which 
their wisdom wrought out from the scantiest of resources. 
They have taught us the great lesson, how the fiercest elements 
obey, and how the most obdurate and intractable of Nature's 
substances bend and melt before the power of knowledge, and 
the fervors of a saintly heroism. Their deeds have taught us, 
not only that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong, but they have taught us that the swiftness which shall 
win the honors of the goal, and the strength that shall triumph 
in the strife, are to be found in the soul, and not in the limbs, 
of man. But though, to this untitled yet noblest ancestry, we 
are bound to pay the homage of our gratitude, and to accept 
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their benefactioQa with a filial love, yet neither the compla- 
cency of enjoyment, nor that of retrospection, is the frame of 
mind that best befits us. We have our futurity <u they had 
theirs^ — a futurity rapidly hastening upon us, — a futurity 
now fluid, — ready, as clay in the hands of the potter, to be 
moulded into every form of beauty and excellence ; but so 
soon as it reaches our hands, so soon as it receives the impress 
of our plastic touch, whether this touch be for good or for evil, 
it is to be struck into the adamant of the unchanging and un- 
changeable past. Into whose form and likeness shall we fash- 
ion this flowing futurity, —of Mammon, of Moloch, or of 
Jesus? Clear, and more clear, out of the dimness of coming 
time, emerge to the vision of faith the myriad hosts of the 
generations that shall succeed us. These generations are to 
stand in our places, to be called by our names, and to accept 
the heritage of joy or of woe which we shall bequeath them. 
Shall they look back upon us with veneration for our wisdom 
and beneficent forecast, or with shame at our selfishness and 
degeneracy ? Our ancestors were noble examples to us ; shall 
we be ignoble examples to our posterity? They gave from 
their penury, and shall we withhold from our abundance? Let 
us not dishonor our lineage. Let us remember that gener- 
osity is not to be measured by the largeness of the sum which 
a man may give, but by the sraallness of the sum which re- 
mains to him after his gift. Let us remember that the fortunes 
of our children, and of their descendants, hang upon our fidelity, 
just as our fortunes were suspended upon the fidelity of our 
fathers. Deeds survive the doers. In the highest and most 
philosophic sense, the asserted brevity of human life is a fiction. 
Tlie act remains, though tlie hand that wrought it may have 
perished. And when our spirits shall have gone to their a>> 
count, and the dust of our bodies shall be blovvn about by the 
winds, or mingled with the waves, the force which our life shall 
have impressed upon the machinery of things will continue its 
momentum, and work out ita destiny upon the character and 
happiness of our descendants. 
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But not the fortunes of our children alone, or of our chil- 
dren's children, are dependent upon us. The influences of our 
conduct extend outward in space as well as onward in time. 
We are part of a mighty nation, whicli has just embarked upon 
the grandest experiment ever yet attempted upon earth, — the 
experiment of the capacity of mankiud for the wise and right- 
eous government of themselves. Fearful are the issues which 
Iiang upon the trial, but few and simple the conditions that 
predestine its result. The firmament, though pillared upon 
rottenness, shall be upheld, and the liglit of day shall continue 
to revisit the earth, though the sun be blotted out, sooner than 
a republic shall stand which has not knowledge and virtue for 
its foundations. Yet are we not braving the results of this ex- 
periment, in impious defiance of the conditions on which Heaven 
lias decreed that the trial shall turn ? Within a brief period of 
time, our population has spread itself westward from the Atlan- 
tic, through more than twenty degrees of longitude. It has 
erected thirty States, and given to each a republican frame of 
government. Yet, in more than one-half of these States, no 
provision worthy of the name is made for replenishing the 
common mind with knowledge, or for training the common 
heart to virtue. Surely, to the people of these States, a dif- 
ferent mental and moral culture must come speedily, or it will 
come too late ; and the sower who would scatter the elements 
of knowledge and virtue amongst them must press forward 
with gigantic strides, and cast his seed with a gigantic arm. 

Nor is this all. Beyond our western frontier, another and 
a wider realm spreads out, as yet unorganized into govern- 
ments, and uninhabited by civilized man. The western is 
still broader than the eastern expanse. It stretches through 
thirty degrees of longitude, — one-twelfth part of the circum- 
ference of the globe. Half the population of Continental Europe 
might be transplanted to it, find subsistence on it, and leave 
room to spare. It is now a waste more dreary than desolation 
itself; for it is filled only with savage life. Yet soon will 
every rood of its surface be explored by the centrifugal force of 
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tbc Saxon soul ; and whatever of yogetable wealth is spread 
upon it, or of mineral wealth is garnered beneath it, will be 
appropriated by the vehemence of Saxon enterprise. Shall 
this new empire, wider than that of the Ptolemies, and almost 
as extensive as that of the Cassars, be reclaimed to humanity, 
to a Christian life, and a Christian history? or shall it be a 
receptacle where the avarice, the profligacy, and the licentious- 
ness of a corrupt civilization shall cast its criminals and breed 
its monsters ? If it is ever to be saved from such a perdition, 
the mother States of this Union, those States where the insti- 
tutions of learning and religion are now honored and cher- 
ished, must send out their hallowing influences to redeem it. 
And if, in the benignant providence of God, the tree of Para- 
dise is ever to be planted and to flourish in this new realm ; if 
its branches are to spread, and its leaves to be scattered for 
the healing of the people, — will not the heart of every true son 
of Massachusetts palpitate with desire — not a low and vain- 
glorious ambition, but such a high and holy aspiration as 
angels might feel — that her name maybe engraved upon its 
youthful trunk, there to deepen and expand with its immortal 
growth ? 



AN ORATION 

DELIVERED BEFORE THE AUTHORITIES OF THE CITY 

OF BOSTON, JULY 4. 3842. 



Fellow-Citizkns, — 

It is inrct that w« should assemble to min<jle our confiratula- 
tioiis in pnl>li('. on the recurrence of this Anniversary. Tho 
cclrl)ration of festival days in honor of illustrious pro^^enitora 
is a luiiversal fact in human history. It therefore proves the 
existence of a universal sentiment in himian nature, which finds 
its apiM'opriate utterance in such commemorations. This is u 
sentiment of ;i;ratitude and reverentre towards the great and 
good ; and it is honorable both to author and object. Under tlio 
impulse of these f(;elings, the hei"ocs of ambient times were dei- 
fied by their descendants. To consecrate their memory, sculp- 
ture reared statues and shrines. Aix'hitecture built monunu^its 
and temples. Poetry hymned their praises. Eloquence and its 
responsive acclamations made the arch<\s of heaven resound with 
their fann? ; and even tlie soijer muse of historj', dazzled by the 
brilliancy of their exploits, exaggerated fact into liction, until the 
true was lost in the fabulous. 

In oiu* day, this sentiment is modified, but not extinguished. 
All modern nations celebrate the anniversarv of those davs, when 
their annals were illuminated, or their perilled foilunes rescued, 
bv some grand historic iu'hi(?vement. 

Tlie imiversality and unbroken continuity of these observances 
seem prophetic of their continuance. 

But it is esi)ecially worthy of remark, that these public and 
joyous tninites are paid oidy to pro])itious events, or magnaiii- 
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mous deeds, — to what is grand in conception, or glorious in 
achievement. No days are set apart to commemorate national 
disaster or ignominy for its own sake. The good only is cele- 
brated. The b:ise, the cowardly, whether in motive or in action, 
is consigned, thi*ough silence, to oblivion. 

What a lesson is here, were we so teachable as to leani it ! 
How soon will our position be changed from that of posterity to 
ancestors ; and the strict rules by which we honor or despise pre- 
decessors, be applied to us by impartial descendants. Whatever 
of true, generous, or morally heroic, is wrought out by us, shall 
be gratefully embalmed in the memories of men; and around 
millions of firesides, many millions of hearts shall leap with joy 
at its oft-recurring narration. But what is sordid, perfidious, — a 
perversion of public good to private ends, — shall be seoflfed and 
hissed at ; and its happiest fate shall be an early forgetfulness. 

It is, indeed, an impressive thought, — one full of thi deepest 
signilicancy, — that tlu-oughout this vast country, over all its de- 
grees of latitude and longitude, and on the seas which bind the 
globe in their azure and glorious cincture, — soon as the beams 
of this morning's sun gilded spire or mast-head, tlie shout of 
exultation and the peal of aitillery arose, and sweeping onward 
and westward like the tidal wave, they are now circuiting the 
globe, in honor of those heroes and maityi's who, only sixty-six 
years ago, i)ledg(»d ** fortune, life, and sacred honor" to establish 
the Independence of these United States. How many times has 
this story been rehearsed, and yet to the patriot's ear, it never 
gi'ows old. How curiously has the history of that great revolu- 
tionary epoch been investigated ; and even now, if some minute 
of a council, — whether of war or of State, — held at midnight; 
some memorandum of an order given at a critical juncture ; or 
some hitherto elusive letter, can be found anions: the records of 
our g()vernm(»nt, or pursued across the ocean and drawn from its 
lurking-i)laoe in British or Frenc^h archives, it is published, read, 
and reiterated by all. and the original is prized, almost liko the 
relic of a saint among the faithful. And all those doings and 
achievements were less than seventy years ago, — less than the 
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pcrioil allotted by the Psalmist to the life of man. Nay, some of 
the actors in those scenes are amongst us still ; and we have 
proof of the reality not from their lips merely, but honorable 
scars are their credentials — the hieroglyphs wlierein the sacred 
history is chronicled. Not only have we tlie mausoleums of bat' 
tlefield, but every cliurcliyard in New England is thickly strewn 
with the graves of the heroic dead, whose sinii)le inscriptions,— 
nobler tlian armorial bearings, — proclaim that they sought toil 
as a pleasure and rejoiced in self-sacrifice, that they might do 
good to us, whom they saw only with the eye of faith. 

And yet, let me again say, how obvious it is that we stand in 
the same relation to j)osterity that our ancestors do to us. And, 
as we boldly summon our forefathers to our tribunal for adjudi* 
cation upon their conduct, so will our comluct be brought into 
judgment by our successors. Each generation has duties of its 
own to perfonii ; and our duties, though widely different from 
theirs, are not less importxmt in their character, or less binding 
in their obligations. It was their duty to found or establish our 
institutions, and nobly did they perform it. It is our duty to 
perfect and perpetuate tliesc institutions; and the most solemn 
question which can be propounded to this age, is, are we per- 
forming it nobly? Shall posterity look back upon our present 
rulers, a.^ we look back upon Arnold, or as we look back upon 
Washington ? Shall posterity look back upon us, as we look back 
ui)on the recreants who sought to make Washington Dictator, and 
would have tumed Uiose arms against their country, which had 
been put into their hands to save her? or shall posterity look 
back upon us with the heail-thi'obbings, the tears and passionate 
admiration, with whi(!h we reganlthe Saviour-like martyrs who, 
for our welfare, in lonely dungeons and prison-ships, breathing 
a noisome atmosphere, — their powei-ful and robust fmmes pro- 
tracting their tortures beyond the common endurance of nature, 
until they slowly but literally perished by starvation, — and when 
the minions of ix>wer came round, day after day, and offered 
them life and freedom and a glad return to the upper air, if they 
would desert their country^s cause — refused, and died? 
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I have said that it is our especial and appropriate duty to per- 
fect and perpetuate the institutions we Iiave received. I am 
aware that this has been said for the last fifty years, thousands of 
times every year. I do not reiterate the sentiment, therefore, for 
its originality ; nor even for its importance ; but for the sake of 
inquiring, in what manner this work is to be done ? It has long 
seemed to me that it would be more honorable to our ancestors, 
to praise them, in woi*ds, less; but in deeds, to imitate them 
more. If from their realms of blessedness, they could address 
us, would they not say, ** Prove the sincerity of your words, by 
imitating the examples you profess to admire. The inheritance 
we left you is worthless, unless you have inherited the spirit also 
by which it was acquired. The boon we would bequeath to the 
latest posterity, can never reach and bless them, save through 
your hands. In these spiritual abodes, whence all disturbing 
passions are excluded, where all illusions are purged from our 
eyes, we can neither be beguiled nor flattered by lip-service. 
Deeds are the only language we understand : and one act of self- 
sacrifice for the welfare of mankind is more acceptable to us than 
if you should make every mountain and hill-top a temple to 
hallow our names, and gather thither the whole generatioa as 
worshippers."** 

Such is the spirit in which I believe our sainted fathers 
would admonish us. But, alas for the holiday patriot! it is so 
much easier to praise and get up jubilees than it is to work; — it 
is* so much plcasanter to encore a song, than to enlist for a cam- 
paign with its privations and diseases and death; — this in-door 
declamation and psalm-singing so much better befit the nice and 
dainty sentimentalist, than to go forth into the conflict, and, year 
after year, to wrestle with difficulties, as with an angel of God, 
until Heaven yields to the importunacy of our struggles what it 
denied to the formality of our prayers ! — all this poetic contem- 
plation of duty is so much easier and cheaper than its stern per- 
formance, that we are in perpetual danger of degenerating from 
effort and self-sacrifice into ceremony and cant. 

Were a stranger to come amongst us, and to hear our National 
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Songs, our Fourth of July Orations, and Caucus Speeches, he 
would say, ** Verily, there never were such patriots as these since 
the days of Thermopylie." But were he to remain willi us, and 
become familiar with the spirit of ambition and self-s( eking that 
afflicts us, if he thought any more of Theniiopyhe, it would be, 
not of the Spartans, but of Xerxes and his plundering invaders. 

Fellow-Citizens, we have sterner duties to perform than to 
assemble here, annually, to listen to glorifications of our great 
country and our great peoi)le, of our super-Ciceronian and super- 
Demosthenean orators, and to praise poetry and art and genius 
that are to be. at sometime ; and then, after refreshing omselves 
with feast and jovial song, to close the day with some gairish 
show, and forthwith to vote ourselves upon the pension list, for 
the residue of the year, in consideration of such meritorious serv- 
ices. Tiie quiet seat of an honorary member in our community, 
is not so easily won. Trusts, responsibilities, interests, vaster Iq 
amount, more sacred in character, than ever before in the provi- 
dence of God were committed to any people, have been committed 
to us. The great experiment of Republicanism, — of the capac- 
ity of man for self-government, — is to be tried anew, which 
wherever it ha.s been tried, — in Greece, in Rome, in Italy, — has 
failed, through an incapacity in the people to enjoy liberty with- 
out abusing it. Another trial is to be made, whether mankind 
will enjoy more and suffer less, under the ambition and rapacity 
of an irresponsible parliament, or of irresponsible parties ; — un- 
der an hereditary sovereign who must, at least, prove his right to 
destroy, by showing his birth, or under mobs, which are like wild 
beasts, that prove their right to devour by showing their teeth. 
A vjicant continent is here to be filled up with innumerable mil- 
lions of human beings, who may be happy through our wisdom, 
but must be miserable through our folly. Religion, — the ark of 
God, — which, of old times, w^as closed tliat it might not be pro- 
faned, — is here thrown open to all, whether Christian, Jew, or 
Pagan ; and yet is to be guarded from desecration and sacrilege, 
lest we perish with a deeper perdition than ever befel any other 
people. 
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These are some of the interests committed to our keeping; 
these are some of the duties we have to discharge. These duties, 
too, are to be discharged by a people, who are liable to alienation 
from each other by all those natural jealousies which spring from 
sectional interests, from discordant local institutions, from differ- 
ences in climate, language, and ancestry. We are exposed to the 
jealousies which bad men, — or which good men, whose knowledge 
is disproportioned to tlicir zeAl, may engender amongst us. And, 
on many questions of equal delicacy and magnitude, are we not 
already armed and marshalled against each otlier, rather than 
allied and sworn for common protection ? 

In this exigency, I affirm that we need far more of wisdom and 
rectitude than we possess. Preparations for our present condition 
have been so long neglected that we now have a double duty to 
perform. We have not only to propitiate to our aid a host of 
good spirits, but we have to exorcise a host of evil ones. Every 
aspect of our affaii-s, public and private, demonstrates that we 
need, for their successful management, a vast accession to the 
common stock of intelligence and virtue. But intelligence and 
virtue are the product of cultivation and training. They do not 
spring up spontaneously. As yet, all Utopias belong to fiction 
and not to history ; and these fictions have so little verisimilitude, 
that ages have passed since the last one was written. W^e need, 
therefore, unexampled alacrity and energy in the application of 
all those influenc^es and means, which promise the surest and 
readiest returns of wisdom and probity, both public and private. 

This is my subject on the present occasion ; — a demonsti'ation 
that our existing means for the promotion of intelligence and 
virtue are wholly inadequate to the support of a Republican gov- 
ernment. If the facts I have to offer should abate something 
from our national vain-glory and presumption, I hope they may 
add as much to national prudence and forethought. 

The sovereignty of a great nation is surely one of the most 
precious of earthly trusts. The happiness or miseiy which a 
government dispenses, has dimension in two directions, — depth, 
as well as superficial extent. It not only reaches widely around. 
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amon^t contemporaries ; but far downwards amongst posterity. 
Hence, as the well-being of many generations, — each of these 
generations consisting of many millions, — depends ujwn the ad- 
ministration of a government, — there is something sublime and 
awful in the mere conU^mplation of the interests committed to 
rulers ; and we see the reasonableness of tlie requisition that tliey 
should rule in righteousness. 

AVithout going any deeper into the philosophy of the subject 
than the mere consideration of these two facts, — the progressive 
increase of the human family, and the stationary size of the 
planet on which they reside, — that is, the impossibility of our 
pulling down and building gi'eater, for the race, as we would to 
meet the wants of an enlarging household ; I think we are author- 
ized to infer that it was the design of God at the creation that 
men should live together in large companies or communities. As 
tlie race multiplies, and the unenlarf/eable tenement becomes 
crowded, mankind must obviously live together, either as social 
beings, or as cannibals, — for mutual improvement, or for mutual 
sustenance. And though the theory of the latter relation would 
derive nuich support from histoiy, yet it seems to me clear that 
the former is the will of Heaven. 

If then, men live togethei* as a people or nation in a social 
capacrity, there must obviously be some exposition or expression 
of the national will, in a system of laws, more or less defmite, 
for common guidance. 

But it would always be impossible that the first Legislature 
should foresee and provide for all future contingencies; and 
hence the necessity of a perpetual succession of Legislatures to 
supply defects, and to meet emergencies as they arise. But 
again ; laws are general, while all the cases arising under them 
are particular; —and therefore, goveniment must exercise an- 
other function, — that of expounding and applying the law. This 
function is Judicial, and wholly different from the legislative. 
Tlie latter declares, generally, what the rule shall be ; the former, 
specifically, to what cases or circumstances the rule shall be ap- 
plied. And once more ; — the law, as it comes from the Legis- 
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lature, and the decision, as it comes from the Court, have no 
inherent, self-executing power. The paix^hment on which they 
are Written, would moulder and crumble, and leave no vestige 
behind, if the government had not also been vested witli an Exec- 
utive power, — the power of execution, — the prerogative of 
making things to be, as the Legislature and the Court have said 
they ought to bo. It is obvious, then, that the simplest govern- 
ment has various attributes; and if Heaven has ordained the 
existence of human government, it must also have ordained the 
existence and exercise of this variety of attributes. 

And further, I deem it no unauthorized assumption, to claim as 
a postulate, — a point to be conceded in the outset, — at least by 
all who are not atheists, — that, as God is a being of infinite w^is- 
dom and goodness, no part of his universe can be successfully 
administered except it be upon the principles of knowledge and 
virtue. He could neither have created nor ordained aught in 
violation of his own nature. He could not have created any race 
of intellectual and moral beings, standing in such relations to 
each other, that universal selfishness and false knowledge should 
result in the public good. And this we may affirm not only of 
all things which now exist, but of all things which may spring 
from present existences. For the goodness and wisdom of the 
Creator are not limited to those things which we see and under- 
stand, but they exist everywhere; — just as the beautiful rainbow 
of the summer shower is not confined to the bright arch which 
gladdens our eyes, but glows wherever sunbeam and mn-drop 
meet, and only needs an eye rightly placed, in order to be seen. 

If then God made man a social being, and therefore made it 
necessary that he should live in a community with his fellows, 
and that this community should have laws binding them together, 
as one moral entity ; he made it also necessary that these laws 
should be founded in wisdom and equity, and observed with 
fidelity ; and every departure from these great principles, either 
in the formation or the observance of the laws, must be followed, 
inevitably, by a ooiTesponding degree of loss and harm. This is 
as obvious, as that a miichine must be operated according to the 
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principles of its construction. The operator must have so much 
of the inventor's mind, as to work the macliine on the invcntor^s 
plan. The application of a divergent force will at least impair 
its working, — of a counter-force, will destroy it. It is solely 
through a departure from these principles of wisdom and good- 
ness, that maiikind have suffered miseries which history caimot 
record nor imagination conceive. The civil tyrant has cast 
nations, as one man, into his iiery alembic, that from the happi- 
ness of them all, he might distil one drop to stimulate his foulest 
appetites ; and the ecclesiastical tyrant, not content with robbing 
mankind of the precious blessings and joys of religion on earth, 
has carried his spoliations into eternity. In this western world, 
a portion of the race have reclaimed their freedom; but this is 
not a freedom to disobey the laws of our nature, or to exempt 
ourselves from their penalties when broken. It is simply a free- 
dom to use our own reason in attempting to discover what those 
laws are, and our own free-will in obeying them ; and thus to 
perform the conditions, under which alone, a rational and free 
being can fulfil his destiny. 

It is impiety towards the memory of our fathers to suppose that 
they contended merely for the transfer of the source of misgov- 
ernment from one side of the Atlantic to the other. If we were 
to be gov(jrned forever by ignorance anti profligacy, it mattered 
little wliether that ignorance and profligacy should reside in 
King rjeorge, or in King Numbers, — only as the latter king, 
being nuurh stronger than the former, and subject to the ferocity 
without the imbecility of madness, is capable of committing far 
wider havoc upon human welfare than the former. A voter may 
go to the polls with as light a feeling of responsibility to God and 
man, or with p:u%sions as vindictive, as ever actuated the Hritish 
ministry when they passed the Stamp-act, or denounced Adams 
and Hancock as traitors, and gloated, in imagination, over their 
quartered bodies. No! Our fathers gave their pledge of ** foit- 
une, life, and sacred honor,'' and redeemed it to the letter, that 
here, on this broad theatre of a continent which spread around 
them, and with time before them, their descendants might work 
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out that glorious destiny for mankind, — that regeneration, that 
deliverance from the fetters of ii*on which had bound the body, 
and from the fetters of error that had bound tlie soul, — which the 
prophets and apostles of liberty, in all ages, had desired to see.. ** 
but had not seen. 

I liave said that all governments, even the desi)otic or auto- 
cratic, nmst exercise three distinct 'functions, — the Legislative, 
Judicial, and Executive; and that, to administer any government, 
fitly and according to its plan, it re(|uires a certain amount of 
capacity, and responsibleness to right. And no government 
whatever, — Russia, Turkey, Algiers, — can be so simple as not 
to include these three attributes, in the last analysis. 

But it is most important to observe fui'ther, that whatever adds 
to the complexity of any system of government increases the 
difficulties and hazards of administering it, and multiplies and 
heightens the temptations to abuse. Hence the obvious necessity, 
with any augmentation of difficulties and dangers, of additional 
wisdom and rectitude, as guaranties against failure. 

To apply this remark: however simple our government may 
be in theory, it lias proved in pr:ictice, the most complex govern- 
ment on earth. It is now an hisUnncal fact, that more questions 
for legislative interposition, and for judicial exposition and con- 
struction, have arisen under it, during the period of its existence, 
ten to one, than have arisen, during the same length of time, 
under any otlier form of government in Christendom. We are a 
Union made up of twenty-six States, a nation compo^sed of twenty- 
six nations; and, even beyond the bounds of these, the Federal 
head is responsible for the fate of several vast territories, and of 
numerous Indian tribes. Amongst the component States there is 
the greatest variety of customs, institutions, and religions. We 
have the di^eper, inbred differences of different aneestrv and Ian- 
guage; for our people are of the lineage of all nntions. Our 
pursuits for gaining silbsistence are various; and such is the 
diversity of soil and climate tliat they nmst always continue to be 
so. One i)ortion is agi'i(Miltural, another commercial, another 
manufacturing. In one section, the natunil productions of the 



FOURTH OF JULY OEATION. 851 

earth, in forests above the surface or in minerals beneath it, are 
inexhaustibly ridi ; while of the natural productions of another 
region, it has been «;raphically said, that tliey consist of •' granite 
and ice/' This region is the New England El Doratlo, — whose 
*• granite and ice," however, are turned into gold by industry 
anil enterprise. Across the very centre of our territory a line is 
drawn, on one side of which all labor is voluntary; while, on tlie 
opposite side, the system of involuntary labor, or servitude, pi*^ 
vails. This is a fearful clement of repugnance, — penetrating 
not only through all social, conmiercial, and 2)olitical relations, 
but into natural ethics and reliofion. 

In addition to the multitude of questions for decision is the 
mode of dccitiing them. This, indeed, is the grand distinctive 
feature of our government. The ([uestions which arise for decis- 
ion are submitted, not to one man, nor to a triumvirate, nor to 
a Council of Five Hundred, but to millions. The number of votes 
given at the last presidential election was nearly two millions 
and a half. When the appointed day for making the decision 
anives, the question must be decided, whether the previous prep- 
aration which h:Ls been made for it be much, or little, or none at 
all. And, what is extraordinary, each voter helps to decide the 
question as nmch by not voting as by voting. If the question is 
so yiist or complicated that any one has not time to make up his 
mind in relation to it; or if any one is too conscientious to aot 
from conjecture, in cases of magnitude, and, therefore, stays from 
the iH)lls, another, who has no scruples about acting ignorantly, 
or from caprice or malevolence, votes ; and, in the absence of the 
former, dctiides the question against tlie right. 

The founders of our government. Indeed, intended to increase 
responsibility, by limiting the number of its depositaries in the 
l:v8t resoit. Henc(», in framing the Constitution, they gave a two 
years' tenure of office to the Representatives, one of six years 
to Senators, and of four years to the President; and in their 
contemporaneous expositions of that instrument, they declared 
that the incumbents of these offices, during their official term, 
should act aceofding to tlioir own best knowledge and ability, 
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irrespective of the vacillations of party, or the gusts of popular 
clamor. Indeed, so runs the oath of ofB<je, — no provision being 
made, — no saving clause being inserted, — allowing a man to 
vote any way and all ways, according to any change among his 
constituents, or the bearing of his vote upon his next election. 

Hut, through the practice of extorting i^ledges from a candi- 
date before the election; through the doctrine, or right of 
instruction as it is called, while one continues in office; and 
emphatically, by the besom of destruction with which a man, 
who dares to act in accordance with the dictates of his own judg- 
ment and conscience, agiunst the will or whim of his constituents, 
is swept into political annilillation, the theoretical independence of 
the Representative — Senator — President — is, to a great extent, 
abrogated. Instead of holding their offices for two, six, and four 
years, respectively, they are minute-men; and many of them 
examine each mail to see what their oaths mean, until the arrival 
of the next. 

Even this representation is faint and inadequate. The most 
conscientious men, in one State or place, are liable to be cate- 
chised out of office, or superseded for performing their duty in it, 
by one party ; while, in another State or place, others are sub- 
jected to the same fate, for belonging, conscientiously, to the 
opposite party. It actually happened, a few years since, that 
that great statesman and jurist, Edward Livingston, lost his 
election to Congress, in New Orleans, because he had honestly 
espoused one side of an important question; and, at the same 
election, Jolm Sergeant, of Philadelphia, lost his, because he 
had honestly espoused the other side ; — and so both were ex- 
cluded from the councils of the nation. Under similar circum- 
stances, it often happens that the places of such men are filled by 
some mere negation of a man, or by some political harlequin, 
who is ready to enter on the stage, in any dress that pit or gallei-y 
may call for. Now I would ask any sober and reflecting man, 
whether he would not prefer to have his own and his country's 
interests represented on the floor of Congress by individuals such 
as those above named, though widely dififering* from him on a 
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particular point, rather than to have them represented by a base 
party chameleon, Who always reflects the political complexion of 
tlie district he resides in ; — or, outdoinj; the chameleon himself, 
changes to the complexion of the district he means to go to. 

But it is not the legislative branch only of our government, into 
which the power of the people directly enters. As jurore, they 
decide almost all questions of fact in the judicial department. 
As witnesses, they are the medium for furnishing the facts them- 
selves to which the court applies its law ; and here the witness 
may be said to govern the court ; for, accordingly as he testifies 
to one thing or its opposite, one legal principle or its opposite 
arises in the judge's mind, and is applied to the case. And again, 
in the absence of a standing army, the people are the only reli- 
ance of the executive power for enfoi'cing either an act of the 
Legislature or a decree of the Court, which meets resistance. 

1 might advert to another prominent circumstance, showing the 
difficulties and dangers that beset our course. Our government, 
being representative as it regards the people, and federative as it 
regards the States, is new in the history of the race. It has no 
precedent on the file of nations. We have no experience of 
others, derived from similar experiments, to guide us. Hence 
our only resort is, to see as far as we can, to grope where we 
cannot see, and to plunge where we cannot grope. But I leave 
this fact and its natural consequences to be traced out by each one 
for himself. 

If then every government, — even the simplest,— requires talent 
and probity for its successful administration ; and if it demands 
these qualities in a higher and higher degi*ee, in proportion to its 
complexity, and its newness ; then does our government require 
this talent and probity, to an extent indefinitely beyond that of any 
other which ever existed. And if, in all governments, wisdom 
and goodness in the ruler, arc indispensable to the dignity and 
happiness of the subject ; then, in a government like our own, 
where all are rulers, all must be wise and good, or we must 
suffer the alternative of debasement and misery. It is not 
enough that a bare majority should be intelligent and upright. 
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while a large minority is ignorant and corrupt. Even in such a 
state, we should be a house divided against itself, which, we are 
taught, cannot stand. Hence knowledge and virtue must pene- 
trate society, through and through. We need general intelligence 
and integrity as we need our daily bread. A famine in the latter, 
would not be mot'e fatal to natural health and life, than a deailh 
in the former to political health and life. 

Two dangci*s then, equally fatal, impend over us ; — the danger 
of ignorance which does not know its duty, and the diuiger of 
vice which, knowing, contemns it. To ensure prosperity, the 
mass of the people must be both well infoi-med, and upright ; but 
\j it is obvious that one portion of them may be honest but ignorant, 
while the residue are educated but fraudful. 

When, therefore, we say that our government must be admin- 
istered by adequate knowledge, and according to the unchange- 
able principles of rectitude, we mean that it must bo administered 
by men who have acquired this knowledge, and whoso conduct is 
guided by these pnnciples. The knowledge and virtue we need 
are not abstractions, idealities, bodiless conceptions ; — they must 
be incaraated in human form, imbodied in the living head and 
heart ; they must glow with such fervid vitality as to burst forth 
spontaneously into action. Instead of our talking so much of 
these qualities, they must bo such a matter of coui*se as not to be 
talked of. 

Such must have been the theory of those who achieved our 
Independence, and framed the organic law of our government. 
They did not brave the ton*ors of that doubtful stiniggle, to escape 
from a supposed one-headed monster on the other side of the 
Atlantic, into the jaws of a myriad-headed monster on this side. 
No ! we should rob the patriots of the Revolution of their purest 
glory, did we not believe that tlie means of self -elevation and 
self-purification, for the whole people, was an infinitely higher 
object with them, than immunity fi*om pecuniar)' burdens. Our 
fathers did not go to the British king, like a town pauper, de- 
manding exemption from taxes; but they went, like high- 
priests of God, to reclaim the stolen ark of Liberty, — and 
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to bring Dagon upon his face, again and again, till it should 
be restored. 

With tlie heroes and sages and martyrs of those days, I believe 
in the capability of man for self-government, — my whole soul 
thereto most joyously consenting. Nay, if tliere be any heresy 
among men, or blasphemy against Go<l, at which the ])hilosopher 
might be allowed to forget his equanimity, and the Christian his 
charity, — it is the heresy and the blasphemy of believing and avow- 
ing, tliat the infinitely good and all-wise Author of the universe 
pci*sists in creating and sustaining a race of beings, who, by a 
law of their nature, are forever doomed to suffer all the atrocities 
and agonies of misgovemment, either from the hands of others, 
or from their own. The doctrine of the inherent and necessary 
disability of mankind for self-government should be regarded not 
simply with denial, but with abhorrence ; — not with disproof only, 
but with execration. To sweep so foul a creed from the precincts 
of truth, and utterly to consume it, rhetoric should become a 
whirlwind, and logic fire. Indeed, I have never known a man 
who ih'sired the establishment of monai*chical and aristocratical 
institutions amongst us, who had not a mental reservation, that, 
in such case, ho and his family should belong to the privileged 
orders. 

Still, if asked the broad question, whether man is capable of 
self-government, I must answer it conditionally. If by man, 
in the inquiry, is meant the Feejee Islanders ; or the convicts at 
Botany Bay ; or the people of Mexico and of some of the South 
American Republics (so called) ; or those as a class, in our own 
country, who can neither read nor write ; or those who can read 
and write, and who possess talents and an education by force of 
which they get treasury, or post-office, or bank appointments, 
and then abscond with all the money they can steal ; I answer 
imhcsitatingly that maw, or rather such men, are not fit for self- 
goveniment. Fatuity and guilt are no more certain to ruin an 
individual, or a family over which they preside, than they are to 
destroy a government, into whose rule they enter. Politics have 
been beautifully defined to he the art of making a people happy. 
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Such men have no such art ; but, with power in their hands, they 
would draw down personal, and dispense universal, misery. 

But if, on the other hand, the inquiry be, whether mankind are 
not endowed with those germs of intelligence and those suscepti- 
bilities of goodness, by which, under a perfectly practicable 
system of cultivation and training they are able to avoid the evils 
of despotism and anarchy ; and also, of those frequent changes in 
national policy which are but one remove from anarchy ; and to 
hold steadfastly on their way in an endless career of improve- 
ment, — then, in the full rapture of that joy and triumph which 
springs from a belief in the goodness of God and the progressive 
happiness of man, I answer, they are able. 

But men are not bom in the full possession of such an ability. 
They do not necessarily develop any such ability, as they grow 
up from infancy to manhood. Competency to fill so high a sphere 
can be acquired only by the cultivation of natural endowments, 
and the subjugation of inordinate propensities. We laugh to 
scorn the idea of a man^s being born a ruler or lawgiver, whether 
King or Peer ; but men are born capable of making laws and 
being rulers, just as much in the Old World as in the New. 
With us, every voter is a ruler and a law-maker, and therefore it 
is no less absurd to say, here, that a man is fit to be a voter by 
right of nativity or naturalization, than it is, in the language of 
the British constitution, to say, that a man shall be Sovereign, or 
Lord, by hereditaiy descent. Qualification, in both cases, is 
something superadded to birth or citizenship ; and hence, unless 
we take adequate means to supply this qualification to our voters, 
the Bishop of London or the Duke of Wellington may sneer at us 
for believing in the hereditar}^ right to vote^ with as good a grace 
as we can at them, for believing in the hereditaiy right to rule. 

And here a fundamental question arises, — the most important 
question ever put in relation to this people, — whether, when our 
government was changed from the hereditary right to rule, to the 
hereditaiy right to vote, any corresponding measures were taken 
to prevent irresponsible voters from abusing their power, as 
irresponsible rulers had abused theirs. Government is a steward- 
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ship, always held by a comparatively small portion of those whose 
happiness is dependent upon its acts. Even with us, in States 
where the right of suffrage is most extensive, far less than a 
quarter part of the existing population, sway the fortunes of all 
the rest, — to say nothing of their power over the welfare of pos- 
terity. This precious deposit in the hands of the foreign steward 
had been abused; we reclaimed it from his possession, and 
divided it amongst thousands ; but what guaranty did we obtain 
from the new depositaries, that our treasuiH) should not bo squan- 
dered or embezzled, as wantonly or wrongfully as before ? It is 
more diflicult to watch the million than the individual. It is a 
case, too, where the law of bond and suretyship does not apply ; 
because, when the contract is broken, we have none to apply to 
for redress save the contractor and surety, who themselves have 
violated their obligation. There is but one practicable or possi- 
ble insui*ance or gage, and that is, the capacit)' and conscientious- 
ness of the fiduciary. 

When the Declaration of Independence was carried into effect, 
and the Constitution of the United States was adopted, the civil 
and political relations of the generation then living and of all 
succeeding ones, were changed. Men were no longer the same 
men, but were clothed with new rights and responsibilities. Up 
to that period, so far as government was concerned, they might 
have been ignorant; indeed, it has generally been held that 
where a man^s only duty is obedience, it is better that he should 
be ignorant ; for why should a beast of buixlen be endowed with 
the sensibilities of a man ? Up to that period, so far as govern- 
ment was concerned, a man might have been unprincipled and 
flagitious. lie had no access to the statute-book to alter or rei)eal 
its provisions, so as to screen his own violations of the moral law 
from punishment, or to legalize the impoverishment and ruin of 
his fellow-beings. But with the new institutions, there came new 
relations, and an immense accession of powers. New trusts of 
inappreciable value and magnitude were devolved upon the old 
agents and upon their successors irrevocably. 

Now the rule of common sense applicable to analogous cases. 
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applies emphatically here; — confide your fortunes only to the 
hands of a faithful and competent agent, or if, through legal 
limitiition or restnction, they must pass into the hands of one 
at present unqualified to administer them; spend half, spend 
nine-tenths of the fortune itself, if need be, to qualify the new 
agent for his duty. 

If, at the eiK)ch to which I have referred, there was any class 
of men who believed that republican institutions contain an 
inherent and indestructible principle of self-preservation, or 
self-purification, — who believed that a Republic from the neces- 
sity of its nature is infallible and incorruptible, and, like a 
beautiful goddess, endowed with immortal youth and purity ; or, 
if there is any class of men at the present day holding this faith, 
let me say it is as fatal an error as was ever harbored by the 
human mind ; because it belongs to tliat class of eiTors which 
blind while they menace, — whose deadly shaft is unseen until it 
quivers in the heart. A republican government is the visible 
manifestation of the people's invisible soul. Through the ballot- 
box, the latent will bursts out into authoritative action. In a 
republican government the ballot-box is the urn of fate ; yet no 
god shakes the bowl or presides over the lot. If the ballot-box 
is open to wisdom and patriotism and humanity, it is equally 
open to ignorance and treachery, to pride and envy, to contempt 
for the poor or hostilitj' towards the rich. It is the loosest filter 
ever devised to strain out impurities. It gives equal ingress to 
whatever comes. No masses of selfishness or fraud, no foul 
aggregations of cupidity or profligacy, are so ponderous or bulky 
as to meet obstruction in its capacious gorge. The criteria of a 
right to vote respect citizenship, age, residence, tax, and, in a 
few cases, property ; but no inquiry can be put whether the appli- 
cant is a Cato or a Catiline. To secure fidelity in the discharge of 
their duties, an oath is imposed on the most unimportant officers, 

— constables, clerks, surveyors of roads, of lumber, leather, fish, 

— while the just exercise of this highest function of the citizen, 
by which law-makers, law-expounders, and executive officers are 
alike created, is secured by no civil sanction. In all business 
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transactions, especially where any doubt or distrust attiurhes to 
character, we reduce our stipulations to writing; but in conferring 
the right to vote, we take no pronusc beforehand that it shall be 
honestly exeixiised, nor do we reserve to ourselves any right of 
subsequent redress, should the privilege be abused. 

In sonic States, the law provides that the name of every voter 
shall be endorsed upon the ballot he gives. Suppose, in some 
of our angry political contests, the motives of every voter were 
written upon his ballot, so that they should all be as legible to 
man, on the paper, :is they are visible to God, in the heart, -- 
what a history would they reveal ! We are accustomed to quote 
the abominable edicts of popes and kings, and we dwell upon 
every line, to kindle abhorrence at human 4,epravity ; yet, as an 
exj)onent of motives, what is the verbiage of papal bulls or 
imperial mandates, compared with the sententious decrees which 
ev(»ry man's ballot contains, and whicrh go forth omnijwtent to 
execute his will? Yet tliis irresponsible utterance through the 
ballot-box, is the inceptive process of legislation ; nay, in all the 
most important ca^es, it is legislation, — the will of the people 
being made known here, and only passing on to legislative halls 
to go through certain formalities and be promulgated as law. 
The human imagination can picture no semblance of the destruc- 
tive poten(;y of the ballot-box in the hands of an ignorant and a 
corrupt people. The Roman (u>horts were terrible ; the Turkish 
Janizaries were in(*arnate Hends : but each was powerless as a 
child, for harm, compared with universal suflrage, without mental 
illumination and moral princ^iple. The power of casting a vote is 
far more formidable than that of casting spear or javelin. 

One of the foulest in the long catalogue of ati'ocities which 
necessitated the French Revolution, w.os the emission of leUres de 
carhet, — those secret, royal onlei's, by which good men, without 
trial and without accusation, were snatched, at midnight, from 
home and from all they lield dear, their property confiscated, and 
thcmiselves imprisoned or assassinated. Y'et every vote which a 
bad man gives, is a secret, royal Ictlre de cachet, against the 
happiness and hoi)es of all good men, — and given equally 
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without trial, arraignment, or accusation. The right of secret 
ballot is a general license to every bad man in the community, to 
do, on ueitain days, the vilest deeds he can conceive, with perfect 
impunity. With such, election days are the Saturnalia of all 
vicious desires. But evil motives will issue in evil deeds ; and 
the deeds will be disarmed of none of their malignity because 
they are done in secret. 

On one of these oft-recurring days, when the fate of the State 
or the Union is to be decided at the polls ; when, over all the 
land, the votes are falling thick as hail, and we seem to hear 
them rattle like the clangor of arms ; is it not enough to make the 
lover of his country turn pale, to reflect upon the motives under 
which they may be given, and the consequences to which they 
may lead ? By the votes of a few wicked men, or even of one 
wicked man, honorable men may be hurled from office, and 
miscreants elevated to their places; useful offices abolished, 
and sinecures created ; the public wealth, which had suppoited 
industry, squandered upon meixjenaries ; enterprise crippled, the 
hammer falling from every hand, the wheel stopping in every 
mill, the sail dropping to the mast on every sea, — and thus 
capital which had been honestly and laboriously accumulated, 
turned into dross ; in fine, the whole policy of the government 
may be reversed, and the social condition of millions changed, to 
gratify one man's grudge, or prejudice, or revenge. In a woixi, 
if the votes, which fall so copiously into the ballot-box, on our 
days of election, emanate from wise counsels and a loyalty to 
truth, they will descend, like benedictions from Heaven, to bless 
the land and fill it with song and gladness, — such as have never 
been known upon earth since the days of Paradise ; but if, on the 
other hand, these votes come from ignorance and crime, the fire 
and brimstone that were rained on Sodom and Gomorrah would 
be more tolerable. 

So if, at the time when that almost anarchical state of thinsrs 
which immediately followed the Revolutionary War, subsided 
and took shape and character in the Republican fomi of our 
National and State constitutions ; — if, at that time, there was a 
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large class of men more wealthy and better educated than the 
mass, — possessing more of the adventitious distinctions of society, 
and conversant with an ampler range of human history, — and 
hence drawing auo:uries unfavorable to themselves and to the 
community, from the copious infusion of the democratic principle 
into all our institutions ; — that class of men had one of the most 
solemn duties to perform ever imposed upon human beings. If 
they had a superior knowledge of the past, and a greater stake in 
the future, it wa.«< alike their duty and their interest, to stifle all 
considerations of person and caste, to reconcile themselves to 
their new condition, and to concentrate all tlieir energies in 
])roviding some refuge fnmi impending evils. With our change 
from a monarchical to a popular government, — from a govern- 
ment where all rule descended from ** our Lord the King," 
to one where all rule ascended from **our Lords the People," 
the whole condition and relations of men were changed. It was 
like a change in the order of Nature. Were the poles of the 
earth to be now swung round ninety degrees, — to a coincidence 
with tlie equator, — it would not work a greater change in the 
soil and climate of all the zones than w:ts wrought by that change 
of government, both in the relative and absolute conditions of 
men. Before this epoch, the few, by force of rank, wealth, 
dress, equipage, accomplishments, govenied the many ; after it, 
the many were to govern the few. Before tliis, birth and family 
were words of pot(jnt signification ; but the revolution worked 
the most thorough attainder of all such blood ; and it would have 
been better for a man to put on the poisoned tunic of Nessus, 
than to boast that a drop of aristocratical blood coui*sed through 
his veins. Before this, the deference paid to the opinions of differ- 
ent men. varied in the ratio of thousands to one; but after this, 
the vote of the veriest ignoramus or scoundrel would balance that 
of Franklin or Washington. 

About the expediency, and especially about the extent of that 
change, a wide difference of opinion prevailed. But, the change 
being mjule, was it not the duty of its opponents to yield to the 
inevitable course of events, and to prepare for coming exigen- 
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cies ? And could not every really noble soul find an ample com- 
pensation for the loss of personal influence or family distinction, 
in the greater dignity and elevation of his fellow-beings ? From 
whom sliould instruction come, if not from the most educated? 
Where should generosity towards the poor begin, if not with those 
whom Providence had blessed witli abundance ? Whence should 
magnanimity proceed, if not from minds expanded by culture? 
If there were an order of men who lost something of patrician 
rank by this political change, instead of holding Uiemselves aloof 
from the people, they should have walked among them as Plato 
and Socrates did among their contemi)oraries, and expounded to 
them the nature and the vastness of the work they hjid undeitakcn 
to do ; — nay, if need were, they should liave drained the poisoned 
bowl to sanctify the truths which tliey taught For want of that 
interest and sympathy in the condition of the jwor and the 
ignorant wliich the new circumstances required, they and their 
descendants have been, and will be compelled to drink potions, 
more bitter than hemlock, as their daily beverage. Interest, 
honor, duty, alike recjuired that no word of aspersion or con- 
tumely should bo cast upon the new order of things or its 
supportei-s. Why should they laugh at the helmsman, when the 
ship which contained their own treasures as well as his, was in 
the furrows of the sea ? If, as was contemptuously said by one of 
the most gifted men of that party, these republican institutions are 
** like white birch stakes whose nature it is to fail in two years ; " 
and tliat ** a republic wears out its morals almost as soon as the 
,sap of a white birch rots the wood,-' — they should forthwith have 
saturated them with such a preparation of virtue and knowledge 
as would kt/anize* even the porous structure of birch itself, and 
keep the dry-rot forever from its spongiest fibres. With the 
cliange in the organic structure of our government, there should 
have been corresponding changes in all public measures, and 
institutions. For every dollar given by the wealthy, or by the 
State, to colleges, to cultivate the higher branches of knowledge, 

* " Kynnizhiff " is a chemical process, by which wood is supposed to be ren- 
dered indetitructible. 
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a hundred should have been given for primary education. For 
every acre of land bestowed upon an academy, a province should 
have been granted to Common Schools. Select schools for select 
children should have been discarded ; and universal education 
joined hands with universal suffrage. It was no time for ** Old 
Mortality '' to be furbishing up the gravestones of the dead, when 
house, and household, and posterity were all in peril from the 
living. Instead of the old order of nobility, with its baubles and 
puerilities, a new order should have betjn created, — an order of 
Teachers, wise, benevolent, filled with Christian enthusitism, and 
rewai*ded and honored by all ; — an order looking fonvard to a 
noble hne of benefactors whom they might help to rear, rather 
than biickwards to ancestors from whom they hail basely degen- 
erated. In these schools, the first great principle of a republican 
government, — that of native, inborn equality, should have been 
practically inculcated, by their being open to all, good enough 
for all, and attended by all. Here too, the second great princi- 
ple of a republican government should have been taught, — that 
all men, though natively equal, become inherently unequal the 
moment that one s:i*ows wiser or better than his fellow. The doc- 
trine of ** higher" and ** lower'' classes in society should have 
been retained, but with a change in its application. Those who 
had done the most good to mankind should have been honored as 
the ** highest;" while those who harl done no good to the race, 
either by the labors of the hand or by the labors of the mind, 
— who had lived, without requital, upon the earnings of others, 
and left the world no better or made it worse, than they found it, 
should have been thrust down in the scale of social consideration, 
to ** low" and ** lower," through all the degrees of comparison. 
Whatever of leisure or of knowledge was possessed by the more 
wealthy or educated, should have been freely expended to 
enlighten the laboring classes. Lectures, libraries, lyceums, 
mechanics' institutes, should every where have been fostered ; 
scientific tracts gratuitously distributed; and a drowning child 
should not have been snatched from a watery grave with more 
promptness and alacrity than an ignorant or an abandoned one 
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should have been sought out, and brought under elevating and 
reforming influences. The noblest public cdifices, the most 
splendid galleries of art, theatres, gardens, monuments, should 
all have been deemed a reproach to any people, while there was 
a child amongst them without ample and improved means of 
education. The nature and functions of our government, tho 
laws of political economy, the duties as well as the rights of 
citizens, should have been made familiar as household words. 
The right to vote should liave been iield up as the most sacred of 
human rights, as involving all civil and religious rights, and 
therefore to be constmined (coaclum, as tlie Romans would have 
more vigorously expressed it), by all civil and religious obliga- 
tions. The great truth should every where have been inculcated* 
by example as well as by precept, that for the dependant to vote 
fix)ni malice, or envy, or wantonness, involves substantially 
the moral guilt of treason; and for*the superior to compel tho 
dependant, through fear or bribery, to vote against his judgment, 
involves the baseness as well as the guilt of subornation of 
/ treason. Ilatl tliis been done, our days of election would never 
[/ have been, as they now so often are, days of turbulence, and 
bacchanalian riot, of insulting triumph or revengeful defeat; but 
they would have been days of thoughtfulness and of solemnity, 
such as befit a day whose setting sun will witness the ruin or tho 
rescue of so nuieh of human welfare. 

Had this been done, our pioneer settlers would not have aban- 
doned their homes, for the western wilderness, until they could 
have earned all the blessed influences,— the power and the spirit 
of education, — with them. No prospect of wealth would have 
tempted tliem to leave a land of moral culture for a moral desert. 
Then our civilization, as it expanded, would have been laden 
with blessings. We miglit. indeed, have subjugated less territory 
by the ai*ts of industry and enUirprise ; but as a thousand-fold 
requital for this, we should have subjugated fewer aborigines by 
fraud and violence. Instead of the unenviable power which 
belongs to the swonl, we should have enjoyed tho godlike power 
which resides in beneficence. 
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And until all this work of impn)vcment is done, — until this 
indifference of the wealtliy and the eduoatetl towards the masses 
shall cease, and le<;islative bounty shall atone for past penurious- 
ness, there can be no security for any class (»r description of men, 
nor for anv interest, human or divine. With additional thousands 
of voters, every year crossing the line of manhood to decree the 
destiny of the nation, without additional knowled<^e and morality, 
things must accelerate from worse to worse. Amid increasing 
darkness and degeneracy, every man's rights may be invaded 
through legislation, — through the annulment of chai*tei*s or the 
abrogation of remedies ; — and through the coiTuption of jurors, 
or even of one juror on the panel of twelve, every man's right of 
redress may be denied for the grossest aggressions. As pailies 
altemate, the rich may now be plundered of a life of gains; and 
now, through vindictive legislation, the arms of tlie laboring man 
struck dead by his side. And if, amid these scenes, even Wash- 
ington should arise, and from the battlements of the capitol, 
should utter a warning voice, the nia<l popuhice would hurl him 
from the Tarpeian. In fine, in our govermnent, as -it present 
administered, or as likely to be administered, the power, even 
after a ciioice of nilers, is so far retained l)V the p(?ople as almost 
to supersede the reality of representation : and, therefore, if the 
whole people be not equal to the business entrusted to them, — 
the mass, like any individual, will assuredly ruiu what they do 
not understand. 

I have said that schools should have been established for 
the education of the whole people. These sdiools should have 
been of a more perfect character than any which have ever yet 
existed. In them the principles of morality should have been 
copiously interminghMl with the principles of science. Tases of 
conscience should have alternated with lessons in the rudiments. 
The multiplication table should not have been more familiar nor 
more frequently applied, than the rule, to do to others as we 
would that they should do unto us. The lives of great and good 
men should have been held up for admiration and example ; and 
especially the life and character of Jesus Christ, as the sublimcst 
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pattern of benevolence, of purity, of self -sacrifice, ever exhib- 
ited to mortals. In every course of stAidies, all the practical and 
preceptive pails of the GosjmjI should have been sacredly in- 
J eluded; and all dogmatical theology and se<^tarianism sacredly 
excluded. In no school should the Bible have been opened to 
reveal the sword of the polemic, but to unloose the dove of peace. 

I have thus endeavored to show, that with univei'sal suflfiiigc* 

there must be universal elevation of chai*acter, intellectual and 

. moral, or there will be universal mismanagement and calamity. 

Let us now, in the Hrst place, inquire whether there is at 
present, in tiiis country, a degree of intelligence sufiicicnt for 
the wise admitiist ration of its affairs. If there is sufiicient intel- 
ligence in the aggregate people, then there must be sufficient in 
the individual membei's; and, if there is not sufficient in the 
individual members, then tliere is not sufficient in the affirresrate. 

The last census of the United States shows the round number 
of five hundred and fifty tliousand persons, over the age of 
twenty years, unable to reail and write. From no inconsidei-able 
attention devoted to this and kindred topics, I am convinced that 
the above number, great as it is, is far below the truth. I will 
fitate one or two of tlie reasons, among miuiy, which have led me 
to this conclusion. 

There is no j)ait of our country where a man would not prefer 
to be accounted able to read and write, rather than to be written 
down according to the preference of Dogbeny. To be sup- 
posed the possessor of power and accomplishments is a desire 
common to all men, whether savage, or civilized, or in the inter- 
mediate state. The deputy marshals or assistants who took the 
census travelled from house to house, making the shortest pnicti- 
cable stay at each. They received coni])ensation, by the head, 
not by the day, for the w^ork done. Considering the time to 
whicli thoy were limited, more was required of them than could 
be thoroughly and accurately performed. The most credible 
sources of information would be the heiuls of families; but as 
these might not always be at home, they were allowed to receive 
statements from persons over sixteen years of age. It must 
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iirtcn have happened that the import of the questions proposed 
by tlicni wjia not {My understood. Their infurmants were aub- 
ji^eleO lo no test, — llieir biire word being itcercdited. The very 
question would iuiiily disparagement, and would often be re- 
gaivJed at an insult, by lho.se wlio saw no raason for puttino' it. 
A new soun-c of ei-ror would exist in any want of Hdelity in the 
agi:nt; and who ean suppose, among so many, that all were 
faithful? It is well known too, that no inconsiderable number of 
persons gave false information when inquired of by the deputies, 
— either thi-o ugh a wanton or mischievous disposition, or through 
a fear that the census wa.i only a preliminary step to some tax or 
other requisition, to be made upon them by the government. 

Let mc foi-tify this tcasonlDg with faeis. In the annual mes- 
sage of Governor Campbell of Virginia, to the Legislature of 
that State, dated Jnnuary 9tli. 1839, — the j'ear immediately pre- 
ceding that in which the census was taken, — I lind the following 
statement; — 

■' The Importiinee at an eflld«Dl frttem of cduMtloa, cmbrutng In lit una. 
preti«n^Ive and bcnrtuli^nc deglgn, ilie wligle |iet>ple, cianol bs too frequenUj 
reciiiTvd to. 

" Tlie ■talrmrnri fumlihrd by lh« dtrtt of ftve citf aod barou|h eoiirU, and 

naablc lo write Ilirir namta. The ycari mIkiwI for ilili Imiuiry vm thaw ol 
1817, 18L'?. and 1107. Tlie •lalemfnli allow thai thp applknnK fur laarriaga 
liurnara In Iiil7, amouulcd lo four Ihousnnd ilx huadrvd and fighiy-iwo; ot 
wham rlFvin hundwl and iwrntT-tcran wcra unabli- lo nrile; — Atc thouiand 
and funyelghl In 1%^, of wham tlie number uuablr to wrlie wai eleTcn hundred 
and >fxl]r->ix : — nod In 1M37. the appllcanls were four lliouiaDd gix hundred and 
tourlpcn; andnf thetr the nambrr of one thoutand and forI)'d'VFn mere nnable 
lo write tbrir namei. From which It appear!, there 11111 exiita a deplumblc 
extent of Ignorance, and Ihal In Imih, It in hardl)' le>i than It wai Iweniy year* 
ago, when the nchool fund wai erealed. Tlie tlaleaiPnt*, II will be remembered, 
are lArtlal, nal enibrarlDii qnlir all the eountlea, and are murrover conllned to 
one >ea. The education of female), it l< to be feared, It in a coaditlan ot mash 
Erealer Deflect. 

"Tliere are now In the State I«o hundred thonaand children between the age* 
of nre and dtleen. Forty Ihiiuiand ot iliem are reponed to be poorebUdreB( 
and or Ihrm only one-half lo be atlendlng (chooli. II may be Pafelr aiKuraed 
that oflhoaepoiie^iliiE property, BnequBle lo the expcDiei of a plain eduralloD, 
a }»rft number are etowIiik up In Ignaranee, for wani of ncboali wlihin con- 
tCDii'Di dlitaneei. Ot thow di ichooi, many derl»e Utile or no IniiruoiioD, owlnf 
to the Incapacity of the teachera, a* well ai lo their «BlpaUe nt|ll|ciM« aod 
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inattention. Thus the nnmber likely to remain uneducated and to grow up, with- 
out Juat perceptions of their duties, religious, social, and political, is realij of 
appalling magnitude, and such as to appeal with affecting earnestness to m 
parental legislature." 

Here let the audience mark particulars. Written application 
was to be made for a marriage license. The rudimental or ele- 
mentary education which a pei*son obtains, usually precedes 
marriage. After this climacteric, people rarely go to school to 
learn reading and writing. The infoimation, here given, was 
obtained from five city and borough, as well as from ninety-three 
county courts, (the whole number of counties in the State being 
one hundred and twenty-three ;) — not, therefore, in the dark 
Interior only, but in the blaze of city illumination. The fact was 
communicated by the governor of a proud State to the Legislature 
of the same. Each case was subjected to an infallible test, for no 
man who could make any sci*awl in the similitude of his name, 
would prefer to make his mark and leave it on record. The 
requisition was made upon the officers of the courts, and the 
evidence was of a documentary or judicial character, — the high- 
est known to the law. And what was the result ? Almost one- 
quarter pait of the men applying for marriage licenses were 
unable to write their names ! It would be preposterous to sup- 
pose that their intended wives had gazed, from any nearer point 
than tlieir husbands, at the splendors of science. Indeed, Gov- 
ernor Campbell clearly intimates an opinion that the women were 
far more ignorant than the men. 

I ought to add, that an inquiry made in another part of the 
same State, by one of its public officers, showed tliat one-third of 
all those who had applied for a marriage license had made their 
marks. 

Now Virginia has a free white population over 20 years of age, 
of 329.959. One-fourth part of this number is 82,489, which, 
according to the evidence presented by Governor Campbell, is 
the lowest possible limit, at which the minimum of adults unable 
to read and write, can be stated. But the census number is 
58,787 only, making a difference of 23,702, or more than 40 per 
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cent. North Carolina, with a free white population over 20 yeara 
of age o[ only 2U9,C35, iius tho appalling numbur, even according 
to the cunHUs. of 5G,C09 unable to read And writ«i or a great deal 
more than one-quailer pait of the whole free population, over SO 
years of age, Mow zero, m the educational scale. If to this num- 
ber we should add 40 per cent., as facts require us to do in the 
case of Virginia, we should find almast two-fifths of the whole 
adult populntion of that Stat« in tho same Cimmerian night. 

I had pro|>0!ied to pursue this computation In regard to Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, South Cai-olina, Georgia, Alabama, etc., but the 
task is useless and sickening It must suffice to state, in general 
terms, that the number according to the census, of pei'sons over 
the age of 30, unable to read and write, if, in Virginia, Ji8,7})7, in 
North Cunlina, r)6,G09, Kentucky, 40,010, Tennessee, 58,531, 
South Carolina. 20,G15, (with a free white population over 20 
years of age, of only 111,GG3. and with 327,038 slaves.) Georgia, 
30,7 L7, and Alabama, 22,!id2; and that by the Constitution of 
the United States, these ignorant innltitudcs have the right of 
voting for Representatives in Congress, not only for themselves, 
but tor their slaves, — five slaves being counted as equal to three 
whites. Now, if to the 660,000 free white population, over the 
age of 20 years, unable to read and write, as shown by tho census, 
we should add only thiily per cent., for its undoubted under- 
estimates, it would increase the total to more than 700,000. 

I might derive another and a convincing argument, from the 
statistics of education given iiy the census, in regard to our own 
State, to prove their inaccuracy. The same general motives, 
which would lead to an under-state ment in regard to the number 
of persons unable to read and write, would lead to an over- 
statement in regard to the number of those attending school. In 
Massachusetts, the whole number of scholars of all ages, in all 
oar Public Schools, is annually returned by the school committees, 
— men highly competent to do their duty, familiar with the sub- 
ject, and possessing the most ample and exact means of informa- 
tion. By those returns, it appears that tho whole number of 
scholars who were la all our Public Schools, any part of the tune 
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during our school year 1840-41 (the year in which the census 
was taken) was but 155,041, and the average attendance was, in 
winter, 116,398, and in summer, 96,892: — while the number 
given in the census, is 158,351. 

But without seeking any closer approximation to so unwelcome 
a truth, let us suppose, that we have but 700,000 free white 
persons in the United States, over the age of twenty years, una- 
ble to I'ead and wnte ; and fuither, that only one-quarter part of 
these are void's, — that is, we will deduct one-half for females, 
and allow one-half of the male moiety to be persons, either 
between twenty and twenty-one, or unnaturalized, (which, con- 
sidering the States where the gi*eat mass of this ignorance 
belongs, is a most liberal allowance, because the number of 
ignorant immigrants is much less at the South than at the North,) 
and we should then have 175,000 votei*s, unable to read and write. 

Now at the last presidential election, when every voter not 
absolutely in his winding sheet was earned to the polls, — when 
the hai*vcst-field was so thoroughly swept that neither stubble nor 
tai'es were left for the gleaner, — at that election, the majority 
for the successful candidate was 146,081, — about 30,000 less than 
the estimated number of legal voters in the United States, unable 
to read and write. At this election, it is also to be remembered, 
a larger majority of the electoral votes was given to the success- 
ful candidate than was ever given to any other President of the 
United States, with the single exception of Mr. Monroe in 1820, 
against whom there was but one vote. Gen. Harrison's popular 
majority also, was undoubtedly the largest by which any President 
of tiie United States has ever been elected, with the exception 
above mentioned, of Mr. Monroe, and perhaps that of General 
Washington at his second election. And yet this majority, larg^ 
as it was, was about 30,000 less than the estimated number of our 
legal voters, unable to read and write. 

No, Fellow-Citizens, we have not for years past, and we shall 
not have, at least for many years to come, an election of a Presi- 
dent, or a Congress, or a Governor of a State, — chosen under 
written constitutions, and to legislate and act under written con- 
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stitutions, whose choice will not be dependent upon, and determi- 
nable by, leg(il voters, unable to read and write, — votere who do 
not know, and cannot know, whether they vote for King Log, or 
Kin<r Stork. The illustrious and noble band who framed the 
constitution of tlie Union, — Washington, Adams, Franklin, 
Jell'crson, Madison, — who adjusted all the principles which it 
contains, by the line and the plummet, and weighed the words 
which describe them in scales so nice as to tremble beneath the 
dust of the balance. — expended the energies of their mighty 
minds to perfect an instrument, which, before half a century 
should pass away, was doomed to be administered, controlled, 
• expounded, by men unable to read and write. The power of 
C'ongress over all the great social and economical intei*ests of this 
vast country ; the orbits in which the States are to move around 
the central body in the system ; the functions of the Executive, 
who holds in his hands the arm}* and the navy, manages all 
diplomatic relations with foreign powers, and can involve the 
country, at any time, in the horroi*s of war; and that grand 
poising power, the Supreme Judiciary, appointed to be the pre- 
siding intelligence over the system, to harmonize its motions and 
to hold its attracting and divergent tendencies in equilibrium; — 
all this splendid structure, the vastest and the nicest ever devised 
by moilals, — is under the control of men who are incapable of 
reading one word of the language which describes its frame- 
work, and defines its objects and its guards, — incapable of 
reading one word of contemporaneous exposition, of antecedent 
history, or of subsequent developments, and therefore ready to 
make it include anything, or exclude anything, as their blind 
passions may dictate. Phaeton was less a fool when he mounted 
the chariot to drive the horaes of the sun, than ourselves, if we 
expect to reach the zenith of prosperity and happiness under 
such guidance ! 

1 have spoken of those only who might as well have liveil 
before Cadmus invented letters, as in the middle of this nine- 
teenth century. But it is to be remembered there is no unoc- 
cupied space, — no broad line of demai'cation between the totally 








872 FOURTH OF JULY ORATION. 

ignorant and the competently learned. Between meridian and 
midnight, a dim and long twilight intervenes. 

If the seven hundred thousand, who, in one particular, sui*pass 
the most learned of ancient or modem times, — because to them 
all wiitten languages are alike, — if these are the most numerous 
class, — probably the next most numerous consists of those who 
know next to nothing, — and in reaching the summit of the high- 
est intelligence, we should ascend by very easy gradations. Very 
many people learn to wiite their names for business purposes, 
whose attainments, at that point, become stationary ; and it is one 
thing to be just able to read a verse in the Bible, and quite an- 
other to understand the forty thousand words in common use, 
among intelligent men ; — there being more than a geometiical 
increase in the ideas which these words may be made to convey. 
Nay, if a few of the words, used by an intelligent man, are lost 
to the hearer, through his ignorance of their meaning, the whole 
drift and object of the speaking or writing are lost. The custom 
so prevalent at the West and South, of stump-speaking , as it is 
significantly but uncouthly called, had its origin in the voters' 
incapacity to read. How otherwise can a candidate for office 
communicate with ignorant votei*s ? Should he publish his views 
and send them abroad, he must send an interpreter with them ; 
but at a barbecue^ — amid the sympathy of numbers, the excite- 
ment of visible objects, the feast, the flow, the roar, — the most 
abstruse points of the Constitution, the profoundest questions of 
national policy can all be expounded, and men and measures 
decided upon, to universal satisfaction ! 

A clear corollary is deducible from this demonstration. If the 
majority of a self-governing people are sober-minded, enlight- 
ened, studious of right, capable of comparing and balancing 
opposite interpretations of a fundamental law, or opposite views 
of a particular system of policy ; then all appeals addressed to 
tliem in messages, speeches, pamphlets, and from the thousand- 
tongued newspaper press, will be calm, dispassionate, adapted at 
once to elucidate the subject under consideration, and to instruct 
and elevate the mind of the arbiters. But, on the other hand, if 
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the people are ignorant, fickle, averse to, or incapable of, patient 
inquiry, prone to hasty decisions from plausible appearances, or 
reckless from prejudice or passion, then the demagogues who 
address, will adapt themselves to the dupes who hear, just as 
certainly, as the hunter adapts his lure to the animal he would 
ensnare ; and flattery, imposture, falsehood, the vindication and 
eulogy of fellow-partisans, however wicked, and the defamation 
of opponents, however virtuous, will be the instruments by which 
a warfare, destructive in the end alike to victors and vanquished, 
will be waged. Let the spirit and tone of our congressional and 
legislative speech-makers, and the language of the political press, 
throughout the country, decide the question, which of the above 
described classes they consider themselves as addressing. 

Some have thought that, in a Republic, the good and wise must 
necessarily maintain an ascendency over the vicious and igno- 
rant. But whence any such moral necessity ? The distinctive 
characteristic of a Republic is, the greater freedom and power of 
its members. A Republic is a political contrivance by which the 
popular voice is collected and uttered, as one articulate and 
autlioritative sound. If then, the people are unnghteous, that 
utterance will be unrighteous. If the people, or a majority of 
them, withdraw their eyes from wisdom and equity, — those ever- 
lasting lights in the firmament of truth ; — if they abandon them- 
selves to party strife, where the triumph of a faction, rather tlian 
the prevalence of the right, is made the object of contest, — it 
becomes as ceilain as are the laws of omnipotence, that such a 
community will express and obey the baser will. 

Suppose a people to be honest, but unenlightened either by 
study or experience ; and suppose a series of questions to be sub- 
mitted to them for decision, more grave and important than were 
ever before evolved in the history of tlie race. Suppose further, 
that many of the leading men among them, and the principal 
organs which hold communication with them, instead of striving 
to enlighten and instruct, only inflame and exasperate one portion 
of them against another portion, — and in this state of mind they 
proceed to the arbitrament. Would it not be better, like the old 
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Roman soothsayci*s, to determine tlio question by the (Light of 
birds, or to learn the oracles of fate by inspecting the entrails of 
an animal ? 

When a pecuniary question, however trifling, is to be submitted 
to a bencli of judges, composed of the most learned men in the 
land, tlie parties whose interest is at stake, employ eminent coun- 
sel, that the whole merits of the case may be developed, and 
conduce to a just decision. And the court will not suffer its 
attention to be withdmwn, or its judgment to be disturbed, by 
vilification of an opponent, or flattery of the tribunal, or the 
introduction of any other irrelevant matter, but rebukes them as 
a personal indignity. Now the people have questions to decide 
infinitely more impoi-tant than are ever submitted to any court, — 
they may have the question of the court's existence to d'°!cide on, 
— and should not they, therefore, demand of all their advisers, 
whether elected or self-constituted, a corresponding truthfulness 
and gravity ? 

All i)hilosophei's are agi*eed in regard to all the great truths of 
astronomy, chemistry, engineering, mechanics, navigation ; — if 
any now point arises, tliey address themselves most soberly and 
sedulously to its solution ; if new instmments are wanted, they 
prepare them ; if they are deficient in any collateral bi*anch of 
information, they acquire it. And yet philosophy has no ques- 
tions more difficult or important tlian those which are decided 
with us, by a major vote. Why then should we wonder that on 
all the great questions which, as yet, have arisen under our gov- 
ernment, — tlie increase or reduction of the army and navy; j^eace 
or war; tariff or anti-tariff; internal improvements or no internal 
improvements ; currency, bank or no bank, sub-treasury or no 
sub-tre:isury ; — why should we wonder, that on all these and 
other vital questions, we should already have precedents and 
authorities on both sides, and everything as yet unsettled ; — nay, 
even a wider diversity aiiH a fiercer conflict of opinion, at the 
present time, than at the foundation of the government.^ 

And while the present state of things exists, is it not obvious, 
that we can neither develop the principles of a true policy, nor 
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enjny llie advantages of consistpney oven in an erronomis course? 
A finf'igiior wimUl nalurally inquire liow it in, tliat, with siitli an 
cxtuniltiil tounliy anil wilh siicli preilominating interuMa, our 
pailius are so uijually balanced, — and wl)y it id, that power so 
uftiMi shifts liands amongst m, an<l rivab and com (wti tors are 
now on tliis sidu and now on that, lilic pai'lncrs in a country- 
d:in<;ii. Tlie an^wur is obvious. It any onu party preiio mi nates, 
and triuniplis evun to thu siluneing of opiMtsition, — not thiongh 
any sajjacity or sanity of its own, but owing to a dt'i-p uiidur- 
curn^nt of cvt'uts wliii-li bears it pruspcroiisly along, notwith- 
standing any follies or enormities whiuh may be cnmniiiiud on 
the surface ; it is easy to see tiiat, in a coiinlry jtrijsenting such 
(livursilieil interests as ours, and with knowli:dgc so inadetiuatc to 
a mastery of their relations, the defeated and di?pt'rscd party can 
rally under soino new name, and avowing some new and plausi- 
ble pur|)o?c, again contend for victory. And thus, in an ignorant 
community, the dei^omi>osition and recomposition of parties may 
follow each other forever. Or, suppose that eacli of two great 
parties contains a million of trif-d adherents, — of men who may 
be relieil on, who will not, on the morning of battle, strike their 
flag and march over in a biwly, to the enemy's ranks ; — but sup- 
pose that, in addition to thiK loyal million on each side, there are 
a hnndred thousand mere mercenaiies, — political Swiss, ready 
to lig'ht on either siile, and whose only Inquiry is, which side 
offers greater i)ny ami grnalnr plunder; — is it not plain that 
every question will be decided by the hirelings? Foreseeing on 
what the fate of the day is to depend, will not each party, — at 
least its irresponsible membei-s. if not its leadei-s, — he utmpted 
to offer bounty and sjtoils, — to bid and over-hiil for their services, 
until the venal Hessians arc glutted. Is tliis prophecy, or is it 

We look with a kind of contempt as well as abhorrence ujwn 
the self-styled r(^|>itblics of South America, which seem lo l>e 
founded politically, as well as territorially, U|ion earthquakes. 
Wei'e it not that so nuich of human happiness is involved m their 
revolutions, ridicule would overpower mdignation at tlie spec- 
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tacle they present. It is difiicult to state the number of their 
overturns, and of late years, it has seemed hardly worth while to 
keep the tally, but probably the changes of party and of policy in 
our general government, have not been much less numerous than 
theirs. In some of our States certainly, the changes of party 
have been so frequent, that the Moon would be their most appi*o- 
priate coat of arms * 

In one important particular, indeed, we have the advantage of 
our namesakes in the Southern hemisphere ; for our revolutions 
of party, jis yet, have been bloodless. IIow long they may con- 
tinue so, even in New England, depends upon the measures we 
take to give predominance to principle over passion, in the edu- 
cation of the young. 

To those indisputable facts respecting the general ignorance of 
this country, it cannot be answered, that, stationed at difTerent 
points, all over its surface, with narrow intervening distances, 
there are a few men, who have been bred in collegiate halls, 
educated in all the lore of civil polit3% and trained to the labors 
of professional life, who will be eyes to the blind, and under- 
standings to the foolish, and wil! lead the ignorant in the paths of 
wisdom. In the first place, suppose that irreconcilable differ- 
ences should arise amongst those men ; — can an ignorant and 
stupid people decide between them, with any certainty of not 
deciding in favor of the erroneous ? And again ; the history of 
the world shows an ever-present desire in mankind to acquire 
power and privilege, and to retain them, when acquired. Knowl- 
edge is i)ower; and the race has suffered as much from the 

* 111 the tweuty-two elections for Governor of the State of New York, which 
have taken phice ftincc tlie adoption of the Federal Constitution in 176V>, the 
average majority has been only a little more than twelve thousand; and, omit tinf^ 
the election of IwW, when the opposition was only nominal, the average majority 
ha!) been \v*s than seven thousan<l; while, according to the census, the number of 
whites in that State, over 20 years of age, unable to read and write, is more than 
•I4.000. In Penmylvania, the majority for Ciovernor ha:* varied from 3.000 to 
2.'),000. It liusJ -n.lMO whiten, over '^0 year-* of age, unable to read and write. In 
Ohio, the majority has* varied from ^.(KM* (in 1n2S and 1S.M)) to H,0(K) (last year). 
It!< number of adult whites unable to read and write, i«* ."^S.^IH. 

In Ww presidentlnl election of K\(i, Mr Van Buren's majoritv over HarriRon 
and White wu>» 25.0(K), — South Carolina choosing her electors by the Legislature. 
At the very next election (1840) the majority, on the opposite side, was 146,000. 
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usurpers of knowledge, as from Alexanders or Napoleons. If 
lourning coiiUI be monopolized by a few itidividuals amongst us. 
another piii-sthood. Egyptian or Druidical, would speedily arise, 
bowing tlie son1s of men beneath the burden of tlieir temble 
8Ul)erstitions ; or, if learning were moi'e widely spread, but still 
coiifmed to a privileged order, the multitude, uniible to compre- 
hend the wiin-ec of the udvantiiges it conferred, and stimulated by 
en\y and fear, would speedily cutingui^h whiilcTer there might 
be of light, — just as the owl and the bat and the mole, if they 
wei-e promoted to the government of tlie solar syateni, would 
exIinguiHli the sun, because its beams arrested their hunt for 
inseetfl and vemiin. No! The whole i>eDplc must tie instructed 
in tlic knowledge of their duties, they must be elevated to a con- 
teniphitioii and comprehension of those great truths on which 
alone a goveiTiment like ours can be succes^-fully conducted ; und 
any hope of arresting degeneracy, or su]>pressing the insnrgent 
passions of the multitude by the influence of here and there an 
indivi<lual, though he were wise as Solon or Solomon, would 
prove as fallaeions as an attempt to stop the intlux of malaria, by 
sprinkling a little chloride of linie along the creeks and shallows 
of the shore, if the whole ocean, in all its de])ths, were corrupted. 
Bear with me, Fellow-Citizens, while I say, I rejoice that this 
emcrgfucy has burst upon us. I rejoice that power has pasised 
irrevocably into the hands of the people, although I know it h:is 
brought imminent peril upon all public and private interests, and 
placed what is common and what is sacred alike in jeoimnly. 
Century after centui'y, mankind had groaned beneath unutterable 
opjiressions. To pamijcr a few with luxuries, races hail been 
8ubje<-tcd to bondage. To satiate the ambition of a tyi'fint, na- 
tions hail been dashed against each other in battle, and millions 
crushed by the shock. The up ivard- tending, light-seeking capac- 
ities of the soul hud iieen tuiTicd downwards into darkness and 
debasement. All the realms of futurity, which the fai--seeing eye 
of the mind could penetrate, had been peopled with the spectres 
of superstition. The spirits of the infernal world had been 
subsidized, to bind all religious freedom, whether of thought or 



378 FOURTH OF JULY ORATION. 

of speech, in the bondao^e of fear. Heaven had been sold, for 
money, like an earthly domicile, by tliose who, le:ist of all, had 
any title to its mansions. In this exigency, it was the expe- 
dient of Providence, to transfer dominion from the few to the 
many, — from those who had abused it, to those who had suffered. 
The wealthy, the high-l)om, the privileged, had had it in their 
power to bless the people; but they had cui-sed them. Now, 
they and all their fortunes are in the hands of the people. The 
poverty which they have entailed is to command their opulence. 
The ignoi'ance they have suffered to abound, is to adjudicate upon 
their rights. The appetites they have neglected, or which they 
have stimulated for their own indulgence, are to invade the sane- 
tuarv of their homes. In line, that interest and concern for the 
welfare of inferiors, which should have spi'ung from motives of 
philanthi*o]>y, must now be extorted from motives of self-preser- 
vation. As famine teaches mankind to be industrious and prf)vident, 
80 do these great developments teach the more favored classes of 
society that they never can be safe while they neglect the welfare 
of any portion of their social inferiors. In a broad sui"vey of the 
gnmd economy of Providence, the lesson of frugality and thrift, 
which is taught by the dearth of a single year, is no plainer than 
tliis grander lesson of universal benevolence, which the lapse of 
centuries has been evolving, and is now inculcating upon tlie 
world. 

Yes, Fellow-Citizens, it is the sublimest truth which the history 
of the race has yet brought to light, that Go<l has so woven tlie 
fortunes of all men into one inseparable bond of unity and fellow- 
ship, that it can be well with no class, or oligarchy, or denomina- 
tion of men, who. in their own self-seeking, forget the welfare 
of their f(»llow-boin£:s. Nature has so bound us together bv the 
ties of brotherhood, by the endeannents of sympathy and benevo- 
lence, that the doing of good to others opens deep and perennial 
well-springs of joy in the human soul; but if we will select the 
coarse gratifications of selfishness, — if we will forget our own 
kindred blood in whosesoever veins it mav flow, then the Et<^rnal 
Laws denounce, and will execute u|>on us, tribulation and 
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anguish, and a fearful looking for of an earthly, as well as of a 
heiivenly juilgraent. 

In the lirst place, there ia the property of the affluent, wliich 
lies oiitspreail, tlifTusei), scattered over land and aea, — open alike 
to the steuiltliiness of the thief, liie violence "if tlie robber, and the 
tonih of the ineendiary. If any think they hold their catatcs by a 
sui'er tenure. — by charters, franchises, or other muniments of 
property ; let them know that all tlicse, while the ballot-box 
whieh contiiils legislation, and tJie jury-box and the witnesses' 
stand, whieli contml the tribunals of justice, are open ; — all those 
are but as inin mail to protect them against lighUiing. Where is 
their security against l)reaches of trust, and fraudulent bankrupt- 
cies, — against stoi>-laws and suspension-acts, or the bolder 
measures of legislative repudiation ? If their ultimate liope is in 
the proU'etion of the laws, what shall save them, when fraud 
and perjury turn every legal i-emedy into a new inatninicnt of 
aggression P And behind all these, there is an omnipotent corps 
de reserve of physical fm-ce, which mocks at the slowness of 
legislation and judicature, — whose decrees are irreversible deeds, 
— whose terrific decisions flash forth h) fire, or burst out in 
demolition. 

But houaes, lands, granaries, fiocks, factories, warehouses, 
ships, banks, are only esierior possessions. — the out-works of 
individual ownershi|>. When these arc caiTied, the assault will 
be mode upon personal secuiity, chanicter and life ; and, lastly, 
upon all the endearments and sanctities that eluster around the 
domestic altar, — and when these are lost, humanity has nothing 
more to lose. 

Look at England ; and is she not, at the present moment, 
teaching a lesson too instructive to be lost upon us? There, a 
landed aiistocracy, by extortions rents and closs-legielatjon, have 
turned every Iweljlh subject into a pauper. They have improved 
soils i but they have forgotten the cultivator himself, — as though 
the clod of the valley were woilh more than the soul of the 
mier. The terms offered by manufacturing capitalists, with a 
few most worthy exceptions, have been, absolute Btacvation, oi 



880 FOURTH OP JULY ORATION. 

work with the lowest life-sustaining pittance. Manufacturers 
huvc been most anxious about tariff laws, which merely regulate 
the balance of trade ; but heedless of those moral laws, which 
determine the balance of all power in the last resort. They have 
been alive to all improvements in machinery, but dead to the 
chai*acter of the operatives who were to work it. Surely there is 
no such danger of spontaneous combustion in a heap of oiled 
cotton or wool, as there is in a mass of human ignorance and 
prejudice ; nor can the former be so easily set on fire by a torch, 
as the latter by a demagogue. For years past the upper house 
of parliament have perseveringly and successfully resisted all 
measures for National Educdtion, which they could not pervert 
from the bestowment of equal benefits upon all, to the support of 
their own monopolies. And, as a legitimate consequence of all 
these systematic, wholesale infractions of the great law which 
teaches us to do unto othei's as we would that they should do 
unto us, there are now, to-day, three millions of Chartists thun- 
dering at their palace gates, and the motto upon their banner is, 
*» Bread or Blood." 

What Paley so justly said of a parent, that •* to send an unedu- 
cated child into the world is little better than to turn out a mad 
dog or a wild beast into the streets," is just as true when applied 
to parliament and hierarchy, as when applied to an individual.* 

* For a century past, a vast portion of the wit of all English novel and draniatio 
literature han turned upon the ignorance and coarseness of the common people. 
The millions have first been shut out from the means of knoveledge and good 
breeding, and then their cockneyiims, their provincial, outlandish pronanciation 
and brogue, their personal awkwardness and half-formed ideas, have been ridl* 
culi'd and laughed at, by those who could afford to buy gilt-covered books, and go 
to Drury Lane and Covent Garden. This double ii^ustice of withholding know]- 
edge and good manners, and then making sport of ignorance and clownishnesa, 
has been f o long pursued that some of its natural consequences are fast develop- 
ing. The ignorant and debased, knowing nothing of the gratifications of intelli- 
gence and retineinent, hare invented a few modes of tun and merrymaking, 
peculiar to themselves; — such as the burning of cornstacks and hay-ricks, and 
the sprinkling of vitriol on inagniticeut dresses. Being disqualified for the 
use, and debarred from the dignity of the ballot-box, they betake themselves to 
the tinder-box. The light of blazing granaries serves them instead of brilliant 
ideas. In the malice of their misery, thoy love company too well not to reduce 
the diamond-studded robes of lords and prelates, to the value of their own beg. 
garly rngf<. And is there not a close resemblance between these pastimes of the 
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But if such is tlie present (liffercncc between tlie great interests 
whii'h. in Uiis couniry. wc Imvu in t^hai-ge, uiid the intelligence 
thut Bupci'iiileiiils those intci'esLs ; wliut h uur prospect in I'egaril 
to the future ? I epeak nut uf the remote future, but of Chat 
whieh is now opening upon our vinv/, iinil which the middle-aged 
niiin may live ti) ace. Is time sweeping us forward to a botler, 
or to u worse t'ondilion ? The answer to this depends u|)on the 
extent anil the elllt-ient-j' of tlie means now emjiloyed to educate 
the rising genemtion. Let us quicken our ixtsolutiona, or culm 
our fears, by looking, for one moment, at the fact'; of the cose. - 

The free population of the United Sliites in 1840, was 14,581,553. i^ 
It iis found lliat about onc-foiirtli part of our jxipulation are 
between the ages of four and sixteen yeais. In Massachusetts it 
is BO almost without a fraction.* Altliougli there may be slight 
TuriHtions fi-nm this ratio in other States, yet undoubtedly the 
numticr/uHr is an integer, by far nearer than any other that could 
be taken, which, when comparad with unity or one, would show 
tht; ratio between tiK whole population of the United States, and 
the number of children within them, between the ages of four 
and sixlt-en yenre. 

Now oiie-fimrlh part of the whole population, is 3,645,368, 
while tlie whole number of children of all ages, in the Piimai7 
and Common Schools of the Union, is only 1,845,314, which 
would leave 1,R00.144. or almost half the children of an age la y' 
attend school, and far more than half the whole number, between i^ 

"hitA-'flnlUhC'low?" An cdiifllpil noblFmnn neulo himrctr al tlif thrifn, 

mnnnrrpot ihr poor andahf iiFt^lpcicd arr ■nnili' riiUcuLoiis: niiil, an \ir aliglila 
from, or nv n1iT> lil> cnililiioiicd ciirrlaf^e, n drxtrroui vlJIaiu pinki n tliuuMDd 

conlcnlP nf a vllriol biitllr. Tlip one vnjoj'i n Inrn lu f Anr nrlr ; Ihr olhrr, In om 
act, Thr kU [n l>Dth Inatanw* niu>l Euimitt In llic lueitugmtlg ; anil, a* to tb* 
hamandg of Ihr nporti, Ihr laltrr termt every vhll %t Irgllliiinte ■ Hiurn ol 
•muHRienl ai flic former; or, to aprak pbrmo'ogicallg. tlie pleajiire. In bolh 
e«srv. 1> (ell In Ihr Hainr pjrl of thr head. To a bcnevolrnt and Chrl*Ilan intnit, 
how nnntlrrabty ahotklne are the rxlrenws of iiuch n aliilr of aocli'lt , and what 
trrrJhlr rrlrJbution- fiillciw In the train of >c]fl!'li lejilslsliDR t 

• Whole popuhitlon,7W,8™i; — Numbrrbefwr(n* and ia(omliilnf!ihTn rmall 
ton-ns), I^^^IR. Now IM.W.'X 4=~^J^>S. So far a» thrrr If any dllfrrcnn, tha 
proportloD of children toadulli would be grealetl In the acw Sislei. 
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fmir and sixteen years of age, without any of the adyanteges 
which those schools might afford.'* 

Nor would the result be materially altered, even should we 
add all the students of those institutions^called academies and 
grammar schools, as contradistinguished from Primar}' and 
Common Sirhools; for they amount, in all, only to 164,159. The 
difference between four and sixteen, being twelve, if we divide 
the number of those who neither attend any academy, grammar, 
common, or primary school, by twelve, it will give a quotient of 
136,3:32 persons who belong to this uneducated class, and who are 
annually passing tlie line of majority, and coming upon the stage 
of life, to be the fatliers and the mothers of the next generation, 
the depositaries of all we hold dear, — in fine, to be the electors, 
or the elected, for all our magistracy. This class alone will an- 
nually furnish a number of voters, far gi'eater than the average 
popular majority by which our presidents have been chosen. 
And even this statement, fearfully large as it is, does not include 
those foreigners who are coming, thousands every week, to 
mingle with our people, and very soon to take part in the choice 
of all our officers. 

It was the obsei'vation of one of the most philosophical for- 
eigners who has ever visited this country,! that probably a 
majority of all the voters in the United States, were under 
thiity-fivc or thirty-six years of age. I think an examina- 
tion of the hist census would verify this remark. It would 
require tlien but fourteen yeare, — or three and a half presi- 
dential terms, — a period almost identical with that which has 
elapsed, since the election of Gen. Jackson, — to bring for- 
ward a numerical majority of votei*s who have never possessed 
either the intellectual or the moral advantages of a school ;-— and 
to whom the interior of a schoolroom would be as novel an object 
a.s the interior of an Egyptian pyramid, and the books and appa- 
ratus of the former as unintelligible as the hieroglyphics of the 

♦ Tliere Is, of course, some domentic education. But this exists, but seldom, 
excepting in ftivor of ttiose children who aUo go to school, and are therefOTe 
Included in tlu> above computation, 
t G«€M-ge Combe, Esq. 
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latter. Indeed, why are not the political destinies of the country 
already in aui^h hands ? This class. Ivoia their profound igno- 
rnnce, will necessarily be incapable of discerning prin<-iples, or 
of appreciating arguments; — iuwcssible through the pa.ssiona 
alone ; creating demagognes for leadera, and then desti-oying 
tlien), just as naturally as a barbarian luakes an idol of a stock, 
or a Kerpeiit, anil ihen hews it down, or kills it, when it does not 
answer his ridiculous or selfish prayers. Nor will this claw of 
men necesKarily attach theini>elves to any one paily ; but they 
will be, like the shifting ballast of a vessel, always on tlie wrong 

1 have spoken only of Hiat halt of our rising population, — our 
future rulers, — who, (i-om infancy to maiihiHid, are rarely in any 
school of any kind. But, in no house fur education is theiHi any 
eharni or majjic, of such transforming power, as to turn an 
ignorant child into a capable citizen. What is tiio house; what 
the course of study and the appliances; who the teacher, and 
how long the atlendanee ; become here significant questions. In 
regard tn the nioiely who, at some period of their minority, may - 
be found in the schooliriom, look .at the edifices whei'e they 
assemble, which must have been first called Temples of Science 
by sonic bitter ironist ; consider their meagre outfit of books and 
apparatus ; reflect u|>on the strong tendency, in all uneducated 
quarters, to keep a show-school, insteoil of a useful one: and 
think, for a moment, of the character of a j>oi-tion, at least, of 
tlie teachers, whose only evidence of com]>eti'iicy is, that nothing 
has been uinde in vain, and tliat they have failed in eveiTthing 
before undertaken. It is by force of these adverse circumst:inccs, 
that even in Mas.sHchusclts, alllinugh the compensation is far 
higher than in any other State in the Union, yet so niggai-dly are 
many Icachei-s paid, and so litllo sympathy and social considera- 
tion do they receive, that young men, not unfreiiiieiitly, desert 
the oceiipntion of school -kce]>ing and ivisort to our cities to let 
themselves out as 3er^'ants in kitchens, or as grooms in stables ; 
— well knowing that a kitchen, as.deslilute of apparatus as our 
common schoolrooms, is a thing unheard of, even in an alme- 
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house ; and that, if they keep their horses sleek and nimble, they 
will be better rewarded than if they ** trained up children in the 
way they shouUl go." Female teacliei's, too, abandon the school- 
room for the factory, for they liave learned that a spinning-frainc, 
or a power-loom, has no mother to abuse and defame them for 
making it work as it ought to work. And in those parts of the 
country where there are no Public Schools, but where a few of 
the wealthy procure their own teachers, liow often are the pri- 
vate tutors and governesses treated as mere upper servants in the 
family, or even made the scape-goat for a child's offences; — as, 
in former times, it is said to have been the practice in England, 
wlien the king's son was sent to school, to send another boy with 
him as his companion, whose vicarious duty it was to receive all 
the flagellations due to the misdemeanors of his royal school- 
fellow. 

In lookinir at the last census of the United States, one miffht 
Infer that, at least, something adequate to the exigencies of the 
times, had been done, in the liighcr departments of education. 
The census shows a list of one hundred and seventy-three univer- 
sities or colleges, with more than sixteen thousand students. I 
rejoice in the existence of any institutions for the increase of 
knowledge among the people; but the honor of education is 
rather taniished than brightened, by giving a President and 
Faculty, inst4>ad of a prudential committee man, to a district 
school, and then calling it a college. The census gives to 
Massa(?husett.s but four colleges, with 769 students. What, then^ 
are we to think of the twelve colleges, set down to Maryland 
(with less than tliree-sevenths of our free white population, and 
with almost twelve thousand over the age of 20, unable to read 
and write), with 813 students; — of the thirteen colleges, set 
down to Virginia, with 1,097 students; of the ten, in Kentucky, 
with 1,419 students; and of the eighteen in Ohio, with 1,717 
students. Some of these colleges or universities, at the West 
and South, I know are well conducted, and embrace a competent 
range (»f studies ; but whoever has visited man\' of the institutions 
bearing these high-sounding names, inquired into their course of 
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studies, marked the ages of the students, and seen the juvenile 
alumni, well knows, that the amount of instruction there given 
bears no greater proportion to what a liberal college course of 
studies should be, than the narrow circuit of a mill-horse, to the 
viist circumference of the Hippodrome. 

And what are we doing, as a people, to supply these great 
deticiencies ? What intellectual lights are we kindling to repel 
the night of ignorance, whose coming on will bring, not only 
darkness, but chaos P 

There is not a single State in this whole Union, which is doing 
anything at all proportionate to the exigency of the case. The 
most that can be said is, that there are three States out of the 
twenty-six, which have adopted some commendable measures for 
the promotion of this great work. These are Massachusetts, 
New York, and Michigan, — the first by sustaining her Board of 
Education, by her Normal Schools, and her District School 
Libraries ; the second by her District School Libraries, her fund, 
and her county superintendents of schools ; and the third, by her 
magnificent fund, and her State superintendency of education. 
Five years ago, Ohio entered upon the work, but after about two 
years, the measure was substantially abandoned. Four years 
ago, a new system was established in Connecticut, which was 
most efficiently and beneficially administered, under the auspices 
of one of the ablest and best of men,* but it is with unspeakable 
regret I am compelled to add, that within the last month, all 
her measures for improvement have been swept from the statute- 
book. New Jei*sey, Pennsylvania, and Kentucky may be men- 
tioned as exhibiting signs of life on this subject, although it is a 
life which far more nearly resembles the imitative and feeble 
movements of infancy, than the independent and conscious energy 
of manhood. 

In but few of the other States, can even a well digested sys- 
tem for the organization of schools be found in the statute-book ; 
and in most of them, the meagre provisions upon the subject 
seem to have been inserted, only as a sort of ornamental legisla- 
tion, and are disregarded or obsolete. And, what is most painful 

* Henry Barnard, 2d, Esq. 



886 FOURTH OF JULY ORATIOIT. 

and humiliating to reflect upon, in all the principal slave States, 
— Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Greor^a, and so 
foith, — the highest homage which is paid to the beneficent 
power of education, is the terrible homage of making it a 
severely punishable offence, to educate a slave! 

Now, even within the narrow horizon of the politician, what is 
tlic result of this neglect of childhood, and the consequent igno- 
rance of men ? When an election is coming on, whether State or 
National, then the rival parties l>egin to play their game for the 
ignorant, and to purchase the salable. Mass-meetings are held. 
Hired speakers itinerate through the country. A thousand tireless 
presses are plied, day and night. Newspapers and pamphlets are 
scattered thick as snowflakcs in a wintry storm. Reading-rooms 
and committee-rooms are opened, and men abandon business and 
family to fill them. The census is taken anew, and every man 
is labelled or car-marked. As the contest approaches, fraud, 
intimidation, bribes, are rife. Immense sums are spent to carry 
the lame, to hunt up the skulking, to force the indifferent to the 
polls. Taxes are contributed, to qualify voters, and men are 
transported, at party expense, from one State to another. Cou- 
riers are despatched from county to county, or from State to 
State, to revive the desponding with false news of success. And 
after all this, even if a party chances to succeed in its choice of 
men, what security has it, for the fulfilment of any of its plans? 
Death may intervene. A "unit" cabinet may explode, and be 
scattered into many fragments. A party cemented together by 
no principle of moral cohesion, and founded upon no well-settled 
convictions of the intellect, may be broken in pieces, like the 
image of Nebuchadnezzar. Ten thousand retainei*s of the camp, 
who followed it only tlu-ough hope of plundering the dead, will 
scent other spoils in another camp, when that hope is extin- 
guished; and thus all the toil that wjus endured, and the expendi- 
tures and sacrinces that were niiule. will be lost. 

For the last ten years, such have been the disjistrous fluctuations 
of our National and State policy, on the single subject of the cur- 
rency, that all Uie prodigality of nature, pouring her hundreds of 
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millions of pi-o<tuct3, annually, into our hnncls. has not been able to 
aave thoiisnnds and thousands of our people from poverty ; and in 
niiuiy ciwes, eeonomy, industry, jind virtue could not rescue their 
pnssessor from want. And why? I answer, as one reason, 
because this question has been decided, again and aj^ain, by 
voters who could not ruiwl and write, — by voters to whom the 
simplest pi-opusition in politiciU eeonomy, or in national finance, 
ia a-s unintelligible as a book of Hebrew or Greek. Should 
sueh men vote riglit, at any one time, it would be for a wrong 
reason ; and the favoniblc chances being exhausted, they may be 
relied upon to vote wrong ever afterwards. Hence, under one 
administration, we have had a bank, under another, a sub- 
treasury, and the third may be commended to the benefit of its 
own bankrupt law. 

During all this time, the course of our government, on this and 
other gjeat questions of policy, has been vacillating. — enacting 
and re|)ealing, ailviuicing and receding, baffling all the plans of 
the wisest; — instead of imitating in some good degree, as it 
should do, the steadiness and force of tlie Divine administration. 

And who ai-c they who have suffered most under these changes 
which so nearly resemble anarchy? Whose property has been 
dissiiated ? Wliose enterprises have been baffled ? Are they not 
mostly those who have been, not merely neglectful, but disdain- 
ful, of the Common Schools? who have given whatever wealth 
they had to give, to public libraries, to colleges, and the higher 
sen)inaries of learning? who have separated their children from 
the mass, and gathered them into class, and (dan, and sectarian 
schools of their own ? who have opposed legislative grants and 
municipal taxation ; and who, for tlieir whole lives, have never 
countenanced, patroni^ted, or even visited the Common School, 
fi-imi which their own rulers were so soon to emerge ? What a 
remarkable fact it is in tlie hiatoiy of this Commonwealth, that 
amongst all the splendid donations, — amounting in the whole to 
many millions of dollars, — which have been made to colleges 
and academies, and to theological institutions for the purpose of 
upliolding the doctrines of some particular sect; — only one man, 
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embracing the whole of the rising generation in his philanthropic 
plan» and acting with a high and enlightened disregard of all 
local, partisan, and sectarian views, has given any considerable 
sum to promote the prosperity of Common Schools ! * 

And this series of disasters, mider which we are suffering, 
must lengthen to an interminable ti*ain; those anxieties which 
the wealthy and the educated now feel for their purse, they must 
soon feel for their characters, their persons, and their families ; 
the whole country must be involved in wider and deeper calam- 
ities, until a more noble and Christian policy is pui*sued. All 
the newspapers that steam power can print, during the most 
protracted political canvass, will be no equivalent for the single 
book in which a child learns to read. One mind trained to 
thought an<l investigation, upon the forais of the schoolroom, will 
arrive at sounder truths than can ever be impressed upon it by a 
hired political missionary. If we would have better times, the 
available school teacher must be sought for, as anxiously as the 
available candidate for ofBce; and efforts as energetic must 
be made to bring children into the schools, as are now made to 
bring votei*s to the polls. If we would have better times, we 
need not honor or reward the writers of our past history, — 
Sparks, Bancroft, In4ng, — less ; but we must honor and reward 
the makers of our future history, — the school-teachei's, — more. 

But I have labored to supererogation, to show both an existing 
and a prospective deficiency in knowledge, for managing the 
vast and pre(Mous interests of this gi'cat nation. I have shown, — 
if not an incurable, yet unless cured, — a fatal malady in the 
head ; I must now exhibit a not less fatal malady in the heart. I 
tremble at the catalogue of national crimes which we are exhibit- 
ing before heaven and earth ! The party rancor and vilification 
which rages through our newspaper press, — in utter forgetf ul- 
ness or contempt of the great spiritual law, that when men pass 
from judgment to passion, they will soon pass from passion to 
violence ! The fraud, falsehood, bribery, perjury, perpetrated at 
our elections; and the spirit of wantonness or malice, — of pnde 

* lion. Edmund Dwigbt. 
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or enry, in which the sacred privilege of voting is exercised ! 
The practice of double voting, like parricide in Rome, unheaixl of 
in tlic early days of the Republic, is becoming more and more 
frequent. Although, in some of the States, a property qualifica- 
tion, and in some even a landed qualification is necessary ; yet 
the number of votes given at the last picsidcntial election, 
equalled, almost without a fraction, one-sixth part of the whole 
free population in the U-iion. In one of the Stjites the number of 
votes exceeded, by a large fraction, one-fifth of tho whoie popu- 
lation, — men, women, and children. Will it not be a ne>7 form 
of a Republic, — unknown alike to ancient or modern writers, 
when the question shall be, — not how many voters there are, 
but how many ballots can be printed and put surreptitiously into 
the ballot-box? Then, there is the fraudulent sequestration of 
votes, by the returning officers, because the majority is adverse 
to their own favorite candidates, — which has now been done, on 
a large scale, in three of the principal States in the Union ! The 
scenes of violence enacted, not only without^ but within the Capitol 
of the nation ; and the halls, which should be consecrated to 
order, and solemnity, and a devout consultation upon the unspeak- 
able magnitude and value of the interests of this great people, 
desecrated by outrage, and Billingsgate, and drunken bmwls! 
Challenges given, and duels fought by members of Congress, in 
violation, or evasion, of their own lately enacted law against 
them ; and within the space of a few days, a proud and promi- 
nent member, from a proud and prominent Statn, — the country- 
man of Washington, and Jeflci-son, and 3Iadi.son, put im<ler bonds 
to keep the pence, like a wild, fresh-landed Carib. In two of 
our legislative assemblies, one member has been murdered by 
another member, in open day, and during the houri of session ; 
— in one of the cases, the deed being perpetrated by the presiding 
officer of the assembly, who descended fi'om his chair, and pierced 
the heart of his victim with a bowie-knife, — and still goes unpun- 
ished though not unhonored. What outbreaks of violence all 
over the country ; — the lynching of five men, at one time, at 
Ylcksburg ; — the valley of the Mississippi, from St. Louis to 
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New Orleans, lighted almost as with watch fires, by the burning^ 
of human beings ; — the riots and demolitions, at New York, at 
Philadelphia, at Baltimore, at Alton, at Cincinnati; — yes, and 
the specUicle of our own more serene part of the heavens, crim- 
soned at midnight, by a confiagi'ation of the dwelling-place of 
women and female children, — a deed incited and brutally exe- 
cutetl, through prejudice, and hostility towards a sect which takes 
the liberty to protest against Protestants, as Protestants protested 
against them ! 

Anil, in addition to this barbarian force and lawlessness, are 
not the business relations of the community contaminated, more 
and more, with speculation and knavery? In mercantile honor 
and honesty, in the intercourse between buyer and seller, is 
there not a luxation of all the joints of the body, commercial 
and social? The number of fraudulent bankiniptcies, — fraud* 
ulent in the incurring of the debts, if not in the surrender of the 
assets ; — the rapacit}* of speculation ; the breaches of private 
trust; the embezzlement of corporate funds; the abscondinga 
with government property ; the malversations of. government 
fiduciaries, whether of a United States Bank, or of a Girard 
College ; the repudiation of State debts ; — and that other class 
of oft'ences which combines the criminality both of fraud and 
force, — such as the shooting of a sheriff, who attempted to 
execute civil process, — or the burning of a bank with all its 
contents, by a company of debtors, in Mississippi, because their 
notes had been lodged in it for collection ! 

I trust the fact will not fail to be observed, and the motive to 
be appreciated, tliat, from this teiTific array of enoimities I have 
omitted one entire class of events ; — a class which may be thought 
by some more ominous of ill than any I have enumerated. I 
refer to such facts as the late commotions in Rhode Island ensuing 
upon the long-delayed extension of suffrage; — tlie legislative 
declaration alremly made in two of the States, of an intention to 
disnjgard the apportionment law, recently passed by the general 
government; — the admission to a seat, in the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the last Congress, of the claimants from New 
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Jersey, against the eredcntiaU of the State authorities ; — the 
refusal of one branch of the Tennessee legislature to elect 
Senators to fill vacancies in the Senate of tlie United States; — 
the admission into the Union of TeiTitories which had exercised, 
by assumption, the right of forming a constitution for themselves, 
without any authority from the general government, or any law 
prescribing the mode in which it should be done ; — the armed 
•* nullification '' of South Carolina, etc. I omit all this class of 
cases from the catalogue, because they are, at present, implicated 
with strong party feelings, on one side or the other ; and it is my 
intention, on this day, to touch no party chord; — to bring for- 
ward nothing, either of fact or of principle, which the candid 
men of all parties shall not acknowledge to be a compulsive 
reason for immediate measures of reform. 

let us look at another }^pect of this case. The number of 
convicts at present in confinement, in the penilentaries, and State 
prisons of the Union, is very nearly four thousand seven hundred 
and fifty; and the average dui-ation of their imprisonment is 
about four years. The number under sentence for crime, in 
common jails, and houses of correction, is not less than the 
preceding, and the average length of their imprisonment is 
estimated at six months. Suppose that these culprits live, on an 
average, but eight years after their enlargement ; and we have 
the appalling number of eighty-five thmisand five hundred con- 
victed criminals, — proved offenders against the laws of God and 
man, — almost universally adults, — at large, mingling in our 
society, and a very large portion of them competent to vote ; — 
there being but three States in all this Union, where, by the 
constitution of the State, a conviction for felony, or any infamous 
offence, works a forfeiture of the elective fi*ancbise. Yes ! voters, 
good and true, — for the ^vrong side, and to send you and me to 
perdition ! And I do not believe there is one State in the Union, 
whose elections for Governor and other high officers, have not, 
sometimes, been so nearly a drawn game, that its quota of this 
felon host, its own battalion of sin, would not have been able to 
decide them, by what a politician would call, a very respectable 
majority ! 
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I have somewhere seen the number of atheists, of Abner Knee- 
land's men, in the United States, stated fearfully high ; but upon 
what authority, or after what extent and accuracy of investigation, 
1 am not able to say. These are all men, — if not all voters ; for, 
thank Heaven, the female heart i^ untenantable by atheism. But 
a fact, far more important than the number of theoretical atheists, 
is the number of practical atheists, — of those who live without 
God in the world, who have neither faith nor practice, respecting 
the existence, tlie immutability, and the inevitable execution of 
the Divine Laws. I say the number of practical atheists is the 
question of greater importance ; for who can live in this world 
and mingle with its people, and not be more and more deeply 
impressed, day by day, with the divine wisdom of the criterion, 
•*By their fruits ye shall know them"? Actions are fruits, 
while Pharisaical professions are only gilded signs or placards, 
hung upon thistles or thornbushes, saying: *• Ho, all ye; we bear 
figs and grapes ! " 

In this review, I pass by those combinations of ignoi*ance and 
false teaching, which lead to Mormonism, and Millerism, and 
Perfectionism. I pass by that reckless and flagitious spirit, 
which, on the Canadian border, lately came so near to involving 
us in a conflict with the most powerful nation on earth. I pass 
by our treatment of the aborigines. I pass by such an event as 
the Florida war, which has already cost this nation more than 
thirty millions of dollars; and which, as is now notorious, was 
instigated by desperadoes, because it promised to prove for them, 
as it has proved, a more lucrative business than other modes of 
swindling or depredation. 

With irrepressible, but unspeakable joy, I pass by the hundreds 
of thousands of inebriates, who, so lately, lay weltering upon the 
sea of Intemperance ; yet who, periodically, were rafted up, by 
political partisans, — as men raft up float-wood, — to drop their 
foul votes into the ballot-box, and elect the rulers of a self -called 
free and Christian people ; — these do I gladly pass by, for the 
waters of that deluge are subsiding ; and already thousands and 
ten thousands, yea, more than ten times ten thousand, have 
found an Ararat on the terra Jinna of Abstinence. 
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Fellow-Citizens, from this glimpse,— this mere bird's-eye view, 
— of our intellectual and moral condition, I do not hesitate to 
affirm, that our republican edifice, at this time, — in present fact 
and truth, — is not sustained by those columns of solid and over- 
enduring adamant, — intelligence and virtue. Its various parts 
are only just clinging together by that remarkable cohesion, — 
that nmtual bearing and support, which unsound portions of a 
structure may impart to each other ; and which, as every me- 
chanic well knows, will, for a time, hold the rotten materials of 
an edifice together, although not one of its timbers could support 
its own weight ; — and unless, therefore, a new substructure can 
be placed beneath every buttress and angle of this boasted Tem- 
ple of Liberty, it will soon totter and fall, and bury all in-dwellers 
in its ruins. 

And what, I again a.sk, are we doing, to impart soundness and 
permanency to that which we profess so much to value and 
admire ? We all bear witness that there is but one salvation for 
the State, — the knowledge of duty and the will to do it, among the 
people. But what measures are we taking, to cause that knowl- 
edge to spring up, like a new intellectual creation, in every 
mind ; and to cause that will to be quickened into life, in every 
breast? We all agree, — the universal experience and history 
of mankind being our authority, — that, in nineteen cases out of 
every twenty, if the human mind ever is to be expanded by 
knowledge and imbued with virtuous principles, it must be done 
during the susceptible years of childhood and youth. But when 
we come to the si}ie qua non, — to the work, — to the point where 
volition must issue forth into action, or it is valueless ; — when 
we come to the taxing, to the building, to the books, to the 
apparatus, to the whole system of preparatory and contempo- 
raneous measures for carrying on, and perfecting the work of 
education ; — where wishes and sympathy and verbal encourage- 
ment are nothing without the effective co-operation of those 
muscles which perform labor and transfer money; — when we 
come to this point, then excuses teem, and the well-wishers 
retire from the stage, like actors at the close of a drama. I 
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gladly acknowledge that there are honorable exceptions, in all 
ranks and classes of men; and in no State in the Union, are 
tliere so many of these exceptions, as in Massachusetts ; and yet 
even here, is it not most extensively true, that when we appeal 
to the dift'erent classes and occupations of men, we meet with 
indifference, if not with repulse ? We solicit the farmer to visit 
the school, but he is too much engaged with the care of his stock, 
to look after his children. We apply to the tradesman, but his 
account of profit and loss must be adjusted before he can attend 
to the source of all profit and loss, in the mind. We call upon 
the physician, but he has too many patients in the arms of death, 
to allow him one hour for arresting tlie spread of a contagion by 
which, if neglected, hundreds of othei*s must peiish. We apply 
to the lawyer and the judge, but they are redressing the wrongs 
and avenging the violated laws of society, — they are so engaged 
in uncoiling the folds of a parent serpent which has wound itself 
round the Stat«, that they cannot stop to crush a hundred of its 
young, ere they issue from the nest, to wind their folds alike 
aroimd the State, and the law, and its minister. We apply to 
the clergyman ; he bids us God speed, — but commends us for 
assistance, to the first man we meet ; for he and his flock are 
beleaguered by seven evil spirits, in the form of seven heresies, 
— each fatAl to the souls of men. We sally forth from his doors, 
and tlie first man we meet is his clerical brother ; but he, too, has 
seven fatal heresies to combat, and he solemnly assures us that 
the most dangerous leailcr of them all, is the man we have just 
left. We apply to the wealthy and the benevolent, who are 
caiTying on vast religious enterprises abroad ; but they have just 
shipped their cargoes of gold to Africa, to Asia, and to the utter- 
most isles of the sea, and can spare noUiing; — never asking 
themselves the question, who, in the next ge^ieraiion^ will support 
the enterprises they have begun, and retain the foothold they 
may acquire, if they suffer heatlienism, and the idolatry of 
worshipping base passions, to spring up in their native land, 
and around their own doors. We go to those great antagonist 
tlieological institutions, which have selected high social emi- 
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nences, all over the land, and entrenched then^elres ftgainst 
each other, as wamng generals fortify their camps upon the 
summit of confronting hills ; — we implore tlunn to send out one 
wise and mighty man to guide this great people through a wil- 
derness more difficult to traverse thaii that which stretched 
between Egypt and Canaan; but each hostile sect is engaged 
in propagating a creed which it knows to be true, against the 
fatal delusions of those various and opposite creeds, which each 
of the other sects also knows to be true ! Oh ! when will men 
learn, that ever since the Saviour bowed his head upon the cross 
and said ** It is finished," there has been truth enough in the 
world, to make all men wise and holy and happy. All that is 
wanted, — all that ever has been wanted, is, — minds that will 
appreciate tmth. The barbarian cannot appreciate it, whether 
bom in New Zealand, or in New England. The benighted and 
brutified child, whose thoughts are boi'n of prejudice, whose 
actions of sensualism ; whose moral sensibilities have been daily 
seared, from his birth, with the hot iron of vicious customs and 
maxims, cannot discern ti'uth, cannot know it, will not embrace 
it, whether his father is called a savage or a Christian. If we 
say that the conceptions and desires of such minds are a transcript 
of Divine truth, what do we afiinn the original to be ! No ! Two 
different elements are essential to the existence of tinith in the 
soul of man ; — first, the essence, or prototype of truth, as it 
exists in the Divine Intelligence; and secondly, a human soul, 
suflSciently enlightened by knowledge to conceive it, sufficiently 
exercised in judgment to understand it, and sufficiently free from 
evil to love it. The latter are every whit as essential as the 
former. The human mind must be so enlarged that truth can 
enter it, and so free from selfishness, from pride, and intoler- 
ance, that truth may be its constant and welcome resident. To 
give truth a passport to the souls of men, — to ensure it home 
and supremacy in the human heart, there must be some previous 
awakening and culture of the intellectual and moral nature. In 
this respect, it is with spiritual, as with scientific truth. The 
great astronomical truths which pertain to the solar system, have 
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existed ever since the creation ; — for generations past, they have 
been known to the learned ; — and all the planets, as they move, 
are heralds and torch -bearers, sent round by the hand of God, 
revolution after revolution, and age after age, to make perpetual 
pi*oclamation through all their circuits, and to light up the 
heavens, from side to side, with ocular and refulgent demon- 
stration of their existence ; and yet, until their elements are all 
laboriously taught, until our minds are opened, and made capa- 
cious for their reception, these glorious truths are a blank, and 
for our vision and joy, might as well never have been. And so 
of ail truth ; — there must be a mind enlarged, ennobled, puiified, 
to embrace truth, in all its beauty, sublimity, and holiness, as 
well as beautiful, sublime and holy truths to be embraced. Until 
this is so, truth will be a light shining in darkness, and the dark- 
ness comprehending it not. But when this shall come to pass, 
then the awakened soul will exclaim with Jacob, ** Surely the 
Lord was in this place, and I knew it not.'' Yet, — alike in all 
lands and for centuries past, — ninety-nine hundredths of all 
human efforts and expenditures have been devoted to force, upon 
the successive generations of the young, some special system, 
which happened in the pailicular age, to be in the ascendant ; and 
which, in its turn, had been prejudicated by fallible men, to be 
infallibly true ; — while scarcely anything has been done to 
kindle the love of truth in the human breast, and to train the 
intellect to strength and impartiality in all investigations after it. 
Fellow-Citizens, there is one strongly developed tendency in 
our political affairs which I cannot pass by, on an occasion like 
this, without an admonitory word. Though less obvious, yet it 
is of more evil portent, tlian any in the dark catalogue I have 
exhibited. It leatis by swift steps to proximate ruin. 1 refer to 
the pnw'tice of the different political parties, into which we are 
unhappily divided, of seizing upon some specious aspect of every 
event, giving it an exaggerated and factitious importance, and 
perverting it to factious profit. In common and expressive 
phrase, this is called making polUical capital out of a thing; and 
the art of making this capilal seoius now to be incorporated into 
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the regular hictios of party loa(lci*s. But it is forged capital, and 
in the end, it must bring forger and accomplices to judgment and 
condemnation, as well as all their dupes to political and moral 
insolvency. In law, such practices, or rather mal-practices, are 
called chicancnj ; and they justly subject to infamy, the practi- 
tioner who is corrupted with them. But law deals with i)rivato 
interest*?, — politics with the vaster interests of the whole commu- 
nity. And why should not the trick and knavery which strike a 
man's name from the roll of the court, strike it also from the red- 
book of the nation ! Look at it, Fellow-Citizens ; — a great ques- 
tion arises in the legislative hails of the State or Nation, or 
springs up in any part of our country; and immediately the 
party leaders and the party press reflect before the eyes of all 
the people, — not segments or fragments, even, — but distorted 
and discolored images of all the truths, facts and principles, per- 
taining to that question, — so distorted and discolored that no 
impartiality or patience can reproduce any likeness to the original. 
So extensive has this practice become, that an honest inquirer 
into the merits of men or measures, in reading accounts of the 
same individuals or transactions, in the rival newspapers of the 
day, would suppose them to relate to wholly dift'erent men and 
different measures, were it not for the occasional identity of the 
proper names which are used. Must it not follow that the vast 
majority of the people will get mutilated and false views ; and 
come, habitually, to decide the real question by looking at the 
counterfeited, until the mind itself is as perverted as the lights 
which shine on it. Immense responsibilities attach here to all 
who influence public opinion, whether they sit in tlie presidential, 
or gubernatorial, or editorial chair. The habit of ascribing, to 
trivial and fleeting considerations, the prominence and inviola- 
bility of eternal laws ; the habit of discarding at every [x>litical 
crisis, the great principles which lie under the whole length of 
existence, and are the only possible basis of our well-being, in 
order to gain some temporary end ; the habit, at our oft-recurring 
elections, of risking all future consequences, to secure present 
success, is high treason against the sovereignty of truth, and 
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must be the harbinger of a speedy destruction. We can conceive 
of no power in the universe, that could uphold its throne, under 
so fatal a policy. 

I do not advert to this prominent feature of our times, — 
worthy of far more extended consideration, — in order that one 
party may look into the conduct of its adversaries, to find cause 
of accusation ; but that each may look upon its own course, and 
in view of it, demand and effect a speedy amendment. 

Fellow-Citizens, amidst the distractions which now rend the 
country, let me ask you, as sober and reflecting men, what rem- 
edy do you propose for the present ? what security for the future ? 
Evils are not avoided by closing our eyes against them ; — and, 
in which direction do you look for hope, without confronting dis- 
appointment or despair? Will the great political and financial 
problems which now agitate the Union, ever be rightly solved 
and permanently adjusted, while they are submitted, year after 
year, to voters who cannot even read and write ? Can any addi- 
tional intelligence and integrity be expected in our rulers, without 
additional intelligence and integrit}- in the constituency that elects 
them ? Complain of President or Congress as much as we will, 
they are the? very men whom we, the people, have chosen. If 
the country is an active volcano of ignorance and guilt, why 
should not Congress be a crater for the outgushing of its lava? 
Will Pi-ovidence interfere to rescue us by a miracle, while we are 
voluntarily pursuing a course, which would make a speedier 
interference, and a more stupendous miracle necessary for our 
subsequent rescue? How much of time, of talent, and of wealth, 
we are annually expending, — in Legislatures, in political con- 
ventions, through newspapers, — to gain adherents to one system 
of policy, or its opposite, to an old party or to a new one; — but 
how little to rear a people with minds capable of understanding 
systems of policy, when developed, and of discerning between 
the right and the wrong, in the parties which beset and would 
inveigle them. What honors and emoluments are showered upon 
successful politicians ; what penury and obscurity are the portion 
of those who are moulding the chai*acter of a rising generation of 
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sovereigns! And here let not the truth be forgotten, that the 
weightiest obligation to foster and perfect the work of education, 
lies upon those States which enjoy the most, and not upon those 
which suffer under the least ; for to whomsoever much is given, 
of them shall much be required. 

Let us suppose tfiat we were now overtaken by some great 
crisis in our national affairs, — such as we have already seen, or 
may soon see, — let us suppose that, in the issue of some presi- 
dential contest, for instance, not only the public interests of the 
nation, but the private interests of thousands of individuals, 
should be adroitly implicated ; and that preparations should be 
made, and a zeal excited, corresponding to the magnitude of the 
occasion. War impends. Commerce, manufactures, agriculture, 
are at stake, or in conflict. The profits of capital, and the wages 
of labor, have been made to antagonize. North and South are 
confronted. Rich and poor, high and low, radical and conserva- 
tive, bigot and latitudinariaa, are marshalled for the onset. The 
expectants of office, — suffering under a four, perhaps an eight 
years^ famine, ai*e rioting on anticipated spoils. The spume of 
other countries and the refuse of our own are coalescing, and 
some Catiline is springing to the heiid of every ruffian band. 
Excitement foams through all the veins of the body politic ; — in 
some it is fever ; in othei*s delirium ; and under these auspices, 
or omens, the eventful day amves. 

It surely requires but little effort of the imagination to picture 
forth the leaders of all the party-colored bands into which our 
country is divided, as at the head of their respective companies, 
and gathering them to a mightier assembly than ever met in 
Grecian Areopagus or Roman Comitia. Among the vast and 
motley-souled hosts, which such a day would summon together, I 
will direct your attention to but two grand divisions ; — divisions, 
however, of this republican army, which would be firat in the 
field, and most contentious for the victory. I mean the \egionar 
ries of Crime and those of Ignorance, 

Behold, on this side, crowding to the polls, and even candidates 
for the highest offices in the gift of the people, are those whose 
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hands are red with a brother's blood, slain in private quarrel ! 
Close pressing upon these, urges onward a haughty band glitter- 
ing in wealth, — but, for every flash that gleams from jewel and 
diamond, a father, a mother, and helpless children, have been 
stolen, and sold into ransomless bondage. Invading their ranks, 
struggles forward a troop of assassins, rioters, lynchers, incendi- 
aries, who have hitherto escaped the retributions of law, and 
would now annihilate the law whose judgments they fear ; — 
behind these, poui*s on, tumultuous, the chaotic rout of atheispi ; 
— and yonder dashes f orwaM a sea of remorseless life, — thou- 
sands and ten thousands, — all felons, convicts, condemned by 
the laws of God and man. In all the dread catalogue of mortal 
sins, there is not one, but, in that host, there are hearts which 
have willed, and hands which have perpetrated it. The gallows 
has spared its victim, the prison has released its tenants, — from 
dark cells where malice had brooded, where incendiarism and 
lust had engendered their machinations, where revenge and rob- 
bery had held their nightly rehearsals, the leprous multitude is 
disgorged, and comes up to the ballot-box to fore-doom the 
destinies of this nation. In gazing at this multitudinous throng, 
who emerge from their hiding-places on the days of our elec- 
tions, — all flagrant with crime and infamy, — would not every 
man exclaim, ** I did not know, I could not have thought, that all 
the foul kennels and stews of eaith ; nay, nor all the gorged ave- 
nues of hell, could regurgitate upon the world, these legions of 
iniquity ! " 

But look, again, on the other side, at that deep and dense array 
of Ignorance, whose limits the eye cannot discover. Its van 
leans against us here, its rear is beyond the distant hills. They 
too, in this hour of their country's peril, have come up to turn 
the folly of whioh they are unconscious, into measures which 
they cannot und(!rstand, by votes which they cannot read. Nay, 
more, and worse ! for, from the ranks of crime, emissaries and 
bandit-leaders are sallying forth towards the ranks of ignorance, 
and hieing to and fro amongst them, — shouting the gibberish 
war-cries of faction, and flaunting banners with lying symbols. 
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such as cheat the eye of a mindless brain, — and thus the hosts of 
crime are to lead on the hosts of ignorance, in their assault upon 
Liberty and Law ! 

What, now, shall be done to save the citadel of freedom, where 
are treasureti all the hopes of posterity ? Or, if we can survive 
the peril of such a day, what shall be done, to prevent the next 
gencnition sending forth still more numerous hordes, — afflicted 
with deeper blindness and incited by darker depravity ? 

Are there any here, who would counsel us to save the people 
from themselves, by wresting from their hands this formidable 
right of ballot? Better for the man who would propose this 
remedy to an infuriate multitude, that he should stand in the 
lightning's path as it descends from heaven to earth. And, 
answer me this question ; you ! who would reconquer for the 
few, the power which has been won by the many ; you ! who 
would disfranchise the common mass of mankind, and recon- 
demn them to become helots, and bond-men, and feudal serfs ; 
— tell me, were they again in the power of your castes, would 
you not again neghxl them, again oppress them, again make 
them the slaves to your voluptuousness, and the panders or the 
victims of your vices? Tell me, you royalists and hierarchs, or 
advocates of royalty and hierarchy ! were the iK)or and the igno- 
rant again in your power, to be tasked and tithed at your pleasure, 
would you not turn another Ireland into paupers, and colonize 
another Botany Bay with cnminals ? Would you not brutify the 
men of other provinces into the ** Dogs of Tc/M/eJc," and debase 
the noble and refined nature of woman, in other cities, into the 
**Poissardcs of Paris ? " Oh ! better, far better, that the atheist and 
the blasphemer, and he who since the last setting sun, has dyed 
his hands in pamcide, or his soul in sacrilege, should challenge 
equal political i>ower with the wisest an(i the best : — better, that 
these blind Samsons, in the wantonness of their gigantic strength, 
should tear down the pillars of the Republic, than that the great 
lesson which Heaven, for six thousand years, has been teaching 
to the world, should be lost upon it; — the lesson that tlie intel- 
lectual and moral nature of man is the one thing precious in the 
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sight of God ; and therefore, until this natare is cnltiyated, and 
enlightened, and purified, neither opulence nor power, nor learn- 
ing nor genius, nor domestic sanctity, nor the holiness of God's 
altars, can ever be safe. Until the inunortal and godlike capaci- 
ties of every being that comes into the world are deemed more 
worthy, are watched more tenderly, than any other thing, no 
dynasty of men. or form of government, can stand, or shall 
stand, upon the face of the earth ; and the force or the fraud 
which would seek to uphold them, shall be but ** as fetters of 
flax to bind the flame."^ 

In all that company of felons and caitiffs, who prowl over the 
land, is there one man, who did not bring with him into life, the 
divine genn of conscience, a sensibility to right, and capacities 
which might have been nurtured and trained into the fear of God, 
and the love of man ? In all this company of ignorance, which, 
in its insane surgery, dissects eye and brain and heait, and maims 
every limb of the body politic, to find the disease, which honestly, 
though blindly, it wishes to cure ; — in all this company, is there 
one, who did not bring with him into life, noble faculties of 
thought, — capabilities of judgment, and prudence, and skill« that 
might have been cultivated into a knowledge, an appreciation, 
and a wise and loving guardianship, of all human interests and 
human rights ? The wickedness and blindness of the subject are 
the judgments of heaven for the neglect of the sovereign ; for, to 
this end and to no other, was superiority given to a few, and the 
souls of all men pre-adapted to pay spontaneous homage to 
strength and talent and exalted station, that through the benig- 
nant and attractive influence of their possessors, the whole race 
might be won to wisdom and virtue. 

Let those, then, whose wealth is lost or jeoparded by fraud or 
misgovernment ; let those who quake with apprehension for the 
fate of all they hold dear ; let those who behold and lament the 
desecration of all that is holy; let rulers whose counsels are 
perplexed, whose plans are baflled, whose laws defied or evaded ; 
— lot them all know, that whatever ills they feel or fear, are 
but the just retributions of a righteous heaven for neglected 
childhood. 



FOURTH OF JDLY OBATION, 408 

Remember, then, the child whose mice first lisps, to-day, 
before that voice ahull whiapei' sedition in secret, or thunder 
treason at the head of an aimed band. Itemember the child whose 
hand, to-duy, first lifts its tiny bnuble, before that hand shall 
scatter iii'c-brands. nn'ows and death. Kcmember those sportive 
gi'oups of youth in whose halcyon bosoms there sleeps an ocean, 
a« yet scaively ruffled by the passions, which soon shall heave it 
as with tlie tempest's strength. Remember, that whatever station 
in life you may fill, these mortals, — these immortals, are your 
Core. Devote, expend, consecrate yoiu-selves to the holy work 
of their improvement. Pour out light and truth, as God pours 
sunshine and coin. No longer seek knowledge as the luxury of 
a few. but dispense it amongst all as the bread of life. Learn 
only how the ignorant may lenm ; huw the innocent may be 
preserved ; the vicious reclaimed. Call down the astronomer 
from the skies ; call np the geologist from his subtciTanean 
explorations ; summon, if need be, the mightiest intellects fi-om 
the Council Chamber of the nation ; enter cloistered halls, where 
the scholiast muses over superfluous annotations; dissolve con- 
clave and synod, where subtle polemics are vainly discussing 
their barren dogmas; — collect whatever of talent, or erudition, 
or eloquence, or authority, the broad land can supply, and go 
forlk, AND TF.ACH THIS PEOPLE, For, in the name of the living 
God, it must be proclaimed, that licentiousness shall be the 
liberty ; and violence and chicanery shall be the law ; and super- 
stition and craft shall be the religion ; and the self-destructive 
indulgence of all sensual and unhallowed passions shall be tlie 
only happiness of that people who neglect the education of their 
children. 
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